
Traffic Management - Part Nine 
 

I am delighted to announce that the final plans for the Otford Traffic Calming 

scheme are now complete.  The KCC notices around the village for the 20mph 

limits are part of the final approval process and over the coming weeks KCC 

Highways are expected to approve the whole scheme.          

 

Over the last 3 years the Traffic Management Group has extensively consulted and 

done everything it could to ensure that the traffic plans reflect the wishes of the 

vast majority of residents.  The scheme must of course be compliant, safe, and legal 

which means that it has not always been possible to deliver some of the ideas proposed by residents.  

These limitations have been extremely frustrating and have meant that in some cases we have not been 

able to include as many traffic calming features as we might have all liked, such as more raised speed 

tables (flat topped speed humps) or more roads in the 20mph limit.  Due to these challenges all three 

mini roundabouts have now been eliminated from the scheme.  The informal pedestrian crossing on the 

High Street and the additional refuge-island on Station Road were also not permitted. 

 

Despite the above, a great deal has been achieved, and I am sure you will agree that the scheme will 

deliver on our core goal of making Otford a safer, cleaner, and more attractive place to live, work and 

visit.  New measures have also been added to the plans where possible to replace the mini roundabouts, 

such as a new road layout and crossing point at Shoreham Road/Pilgrims Way East junction, and it has 

been possible to extend the High Street 20mph limit to include the pond area and crossing points, and 

the lower section of Station Road.  All no-through side roads will be included in the 20mph limit, such 

as Leonard Avenue and Colets Orchard.  Where a 20mph limit has not been possible, traffic calming 

measures have been introduced to ensure compliance of the existing 30mph limits.  The traffic calming 

measures for each road are detailed below.   

  

The final scheme……  

 

High Street 20mph Limit:  To start at Rye Lane on Pilgrims Way West and finish just north of Colet’s 

Orchard on Station Road, to include 20mph road markings and signage.  This means all pedestrian 

crossing points around the pond, including the one on Sevenoaks Road, will be covered by the 20mph 

limit.   

 

High Street Traffic Calming:  To include a raised speed table for the existing zebra crossing and a 

footway extension (or buildout) around the Pickmoss step to create a pinch point with priority for 

vehicles exiting the village.  (Previous pinch point trials show that congestion was not significantly 

increased with only a handful of cars waiting at any one time, including peak hours.)  Upgrade to refuge- 

island at the pond and a small buildout opposite to create space for pedestrians between parked vehicles. 

Improved school safety signage and Keep Clear markings for the village car park. 

 

Pond:  Pond refuges to be upgraded with crossing points to include dropped kerbs and tactile paving. 

If funds permit, the pond refuge islands will be refurbished with block paving and old c1980 signage 

replaced with 1950’s heritage style signage.  

 

Station Road:  Carriageway width reduction south of Station entrance and creation of a new 

verge/planting area to narrow road.  Central hatching with red surface dressing and improved road 

layout and signage on approach to bend.  Lower section of Station Road to be included in 20mph limit 

and upgrade to refuge-island opposite Woodman pub, and Keep Clear signage for Russell House 

School.   

 

Pilgrims Way East (PWE) 20mph Limit:  To start at junction with Shoreham Road and finish at 

Beechy Lees Road (Otford boundary), this will include Row Dow, up to St Michael’s school entrance.  

To include 20mph road markings and signage. 

 

 



Pilgrims Way East Traffic Calming & Crossing:  To include two raised speed tables, one to the west 

of Tudor Drive and one at the Row Dow junction.  New informal crossing near junction with Shoreham 

Road to include dropped kerbs, tactile paving, and extended footway to crossing point.  Carriageway 

white edge marking and cutting back of verge, overhanging bushes, and trees to highway boundary.  

 

Pilgrims Way West (PWW):  To include two new pedestrian refuge-islands, one to be located west of 

Rye Lane and one west of Telston Lane, central red surfacing and visual carriageway width reduction.  

Additional planting along grass bank to restrict forward visibility to 30mph speed limit.  Speed limit 

road markings and new slow and warning signs on approach to bend.  Relocation of existing village 

Gateway further west and upgraded with red surfacing and ‘dragons’ teeth’ markings.  From Rye Lane 

Junction to High Street to be included in 20mph limit, 20mph limit Gateway feature, red surfacing, and 

improvements to existing refuge east of Rye Lane.   

 

Shoreham Road:  Carriageway width to be narrowed with several ‘virtual’ buildouts using white road 

markings.  Re-alignment of Shoreham Road/Coombe Road kerb line to edge of slip road at junction 

with PWE to reduce approach speeds.  Improved road layout and signage on approach to bend.  Existing 

Gateway upgraded with 30mph road markings and ‘dragons’ teeth, and cutting back of verge, 

overhanging bushes and trees to highway boundary.   

 

Sevenoaks Road:  Parking along western side of carriageway to be formalised with parking bays and 

a ‘bookend’ build-out at southern end, this will include a heritage style lighting column.  New traffic 

island south side of Bubblestone Road to reduce road width and white edge lines to visually narrow 

carriageway, central red surfacing, and new Gateway feature at start of 30mph limit.  Overhanging 

vegetation to be cut back on approach to pond.  

 

If you would like to find out more about why certain options are not possible, please go to the Parish 

Council website at: www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk and select ‘Traffic Management’, or 

alternatively, contact the Parish Clerk.  

 

First Phase of Implementation…… The first phase of implementation will include all the High Street 

proposals, with the 20mph limit from Rye Lane up to Colets Orchard junction, and the Station Road 

proposals.  The Parish Council and the Traffic Management Group will now concentrate on raising the 

remaining funds to complete the other areas of the Traffic Calming scheme.  It is anticipated that the 

first phase of construction will be in late January/February 2021.  The High Street scheme alone will 

take around a week to install.  

 

As with all long-term plans, we have had to make some compromises along the way, but I 

wholeheartedly believe that the scheme is the very best that could be achieved for Otford.  The final 

version of the Traffic Calming scheme is available on the Parish Council website at: 

www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk, select ‘Traffic Management’.  For paper copies please contact the 

Parish Office.  If you would like to comment on the 20mph limits (deadline 7th December) go to: 

kccconsultations.inconsult.uk/consult.ti/High_Street_speed_reduction/consultationHome.   

 

Thank you, to those many members of the public who have taken the trouble to share their views and 

in so doing contributed to the final outcome, these contributions have been invaluable.  I hope you will  

join me in thanking the Traffic Management Group for all their hard work, invaluable guidance, and 

unstinting support during this long and arduous process. 

 

On behalf of the team, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year. 

 

 

Cllr Irene Roy 

Chairman of the Traffic Management Group 
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