
Traffic Management - Part Seven 
 

After a long wait, the Traffic Group are thrilled to finally unveil the traffic plans 

that have been drawn up to improve road safety in the village.  Before making the 

plans available, we wanted to be sure that the proposals had successfully completed 

a road safety audit and had a good chance of gaining approval from KCC Highways.    

At present, we have preliminary acceptance for the traffic schemes, however, until 

we have final approval it must be stressed that the plans are subject to amendments. 

 

20mph Zone    Only the High Street meets KCC’s latest policy requirements for the introduction of a 

20mph zone.  Other roads in the 20mph zone will be dependent upon the proposed traffic-calming 

measures reducing traffic speed to the required upper limit before the introduction of a 20mph limit 

could be considered.  The extent of the proposed 20mph zone has also been reduced as traffic speeds 

were too high in some places to consider the measures required to bring down speeds to the required 

limit.  In these cases, traffic measures have been included in the proposals to bring traffic speeds down 

to nearer 30mph.  

 
Mini Roundabouts    As well as all this, the team are pleased to reveal that it may be possible to have 

the roundabouts that were previously ruled out by Highways.  We are hopeful that we will gain approval 

for three new mini roundabouts at PWW/Rye Lane, PWE/Station Rd and Sevenoaks Rd/Bubblestone 

Rd junctions.  If approved, the mini roundabouts would become the entry points on each main road to 

the proposed 20mph zone.  The mini roundabouts will also serve as a traffic calming feature and help 

to ease congestion.   

 

As we stand at the moment, the traffic schemes for each road are as stated below, please note the 

measures require final approval from KCC and may be subject to minor changes following the formal 

public consultation. 

 

Pilgrims Way West (PWW)    A 20mph speed limit from the High Street to Rye Lane to be installed 

post installation of traffic calming features if the measures are found to have successfully reduced 

speeds.  Traffic calming features to include Gateway feature, two new pedestrian refuge-islands, a mini 

roundabout, planting, improvements to existing refuge-island, road markings and red surface dressing.  

 

High Street   20mph speed limit to be installed with the traffic calming features. Traffic calming 

features include upgrading zebra crossing with a speed table, footway widening at Pickmoss step, an 

informal pedestrian crossing outside the Library using a contrasting surface treatment, road markings  

and ‘slow’ and ‘school’ signs. 

 

Pilgrims Way East (PWE)   Meets requirements for a 20mph limit pilot scheme (to Row Dow 

junction).  Although we were initially informed traffic calming measures would not be possible on 

PWE, we have been successful in obtaining preliminary approval for two speed tables with red surface 

dressing at the junctions of Tudor Drive and Row Dow.   

 

Station Road    A 20mph speed limit from the pond to PWE junction to be installed post installation of 

traffic calming features if the measures are found to have successfully reduced speeds.  Traffic calming 

features include a mini roundabout at the PWE junction, new pedestrian refuge-island, improvements 

to existing refuge-island, kerb realignment, bus stop alterations, road markings and red surface dressing.  

 

Sevenoaks Road    A 20mph speed limit from the pond to Bubblestone Road to be installed post 

installation of traffic calming features if the measures are found to have successfully reduced speeds.   

Traffic calming features to include Gateway feature, mini roundabout at the Bubblestone Junction, 

parking bay buildout with parking lines, road markings and red surface dressing. 

 

Shoreham Road    The average mean speed on Shoreham Road is 40mph and far in excess of the 

required threshold to reduce the speed limit to 20mph.  Instead, measures have been included to bring 

traffic speeds down to nearer 30mph.  Traffic calming features to include Gateway feature, mini 

 



roundabout at junction with PWE, virtual kerb buildouts, red surface dressing and road markings.  The 

traffic scheme will be reviewed post implementation.   

 

Public Consultation    As promised, you will now be given the opportunity to view the detail on the 

traffic measures and comment before the final plans are drawn up and finalised.  The plans are now 

available on the Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk, select ‘Traffic 

Management’ and paper copies are available in the Parish Office.  The traffic plans will also be on 

display in the Heritage Centre from Monday 2nd December to Thursday 19th December and from 

Thursday 2nd January to Friday 10th January - open from 9:00am to 12:30pm - and on Saturday 7th, 

14th & 21st December from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. 

 

If you wish to comment on the drawings, please email the Clerk at: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk or write to: 

Traffic Management - Otford Parish Council, 21, High Street, Otford TN14 5PG. 

 

Deadline for comments:  Friday 10th January 2020 

 

I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

 

Cllr Irene Roy 

Chairman of the Traffic Management Working Party 
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