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Clerk: S Holt 
The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, 
Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN14 5PG 
Tel: 01959 524808     Fax: 01959 525298 

Office hours 8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday 
Email:  clerk@otfordpc.co.uk 

 

 
Minutes of the 6th Meeting of Otford Parish Council held in the Club Room, Otford Village Memorial  

Hall on Monday 10 June 2019 at 7.30pm. 
 

Present: Cllrs C Bent, P Clucas, J Edwards-Winser, M Evans, N Fothergill, J Howe,  

J Lawrey, H Leicester, I Roy, N Rushby. 

                                                    

 

Also Present:    5 members of the public. 

In attendance:   Clerk     

               
Public Forum  

Mr Shelton asked if Duck Signs can be placed at the Pond following an accident where one of the ducks was run 

over.  Members agreed to place signs at two entrances to the Pond at a cost of £138.42 each.  

 
Mrs Drake commended the Parish Council nature event at Oxenhill Wood that went ahead despite the weather.  A 

vote of thanks was given to Mrs Elizabeth Ward for organising the event.     

  Action 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr P Farnham and County Councillor R Gough.   

   

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST NOT PREVIOUSLY DECLARED – None.  
   

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 13 May 2019 were approved and signed as an 

accurate record of the meeting following a correction to item 12.2 to read ‘There is a 
tree, heavily covered in ivy’.  

 

   

4. MATTERS ARISING - Actions from previous meetings  
 No items were raised.  

   

5. TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT  

5.1 Cllr Roy updated Council members on progress to date.   
The first meeting has been held with KCC. 

The KCC Highways Report on 20mph policy for Kent has been published.  The policy 

has highlighted that community support is essential and that there is a 28mph current 
average traffic speed in the areas being considered for 20mph. KCC is now willing to 

consider psychological traffic calming proposals as part of 20mph schemes and A and 

B roads are no longer specifically excluded. 
KCC will be running trial 20mph schemes for a one year period.  £77,000 has been 

allocated to this for the whole of Kent.  Otford has been put forward as a potential site 

as a need to reduce speed in the village has already been identified and a consultation 

carried out.   
Traffic speed surveys are being carried out on Station Road, Pilgrims Way West, High 

Street and Sevenoaks Road.   

27/19 
Clerk/IR 

5.2 A meeting has been held with the Traffic Consultants to look at initial concept ideas.  
The Consultants would welcome comments prior to the first week of July when the 

ideas will be discussed at a meeting with KCC. 
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5.3 A meeting has been held with residents from Pilgrims Way West to discuss their 
concerns about problems particular to that area and potential solutions. 

 

5.4 Following the next meeting with KCC, the Consultants will hold a meeting for the 

public to look at the proposals.  It has been suggested that a large scale drawing will be 

prepared and placed on the floor of the meeting room to show the proposals. 

 

   

6. TOURISM  

6.1 New Signposts.  Cllr Fothergill advised this is progressing and estimates are being 
prepared. Cllr Fothergill will liaise with the Traffic Management Group. 

1/19 NF 
Continuing 

6.2 A leaflet advertising tourism in Otford has been prepared.  It was agreed to increase the 

run to 2000 at a total cost of £750.  The leaflets will be distributed locally. 

Clerk 

Continuing 
6.3 Cllr Fothergill will look into to potential use of milestones in the village, for example 

to identify the extremities of Otford Palace.  

16/19 NF 

Continuing 

6.4 Consideration is being given to placing a fingerpost sign at the bottom of Telston Lane 

directing people to the local shop.  

17/19 NF 

Continuing 
   

7. COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

7.1 Cllr Howe reported that the village gate on the Warham Road side of Sevenoaks Road 
is particularly dirty and needs cleaning.  

33/19 Clerk 
 

7.2 A tree, heavily covered in ivy, outside Warren House in Pilgrims Way East is being 

supported by another tree.  KCC has been advised. 

20/19 Clerk 

Completed 
7.3 Cllr Fothergill reported that the Twitton Lane sign has been hit again.  He will monitor 

the situation with the sign. 

21/19 NF 

Continuing 

7.4 Rubbish bags on Pilgrims Way East are being put out the night before collection and a 

wild animal is tearing the bags and spreading the contents in the area.  The problem 
appears to be resolved and will be monitored. 

22/19 Clerk 

Completed 

7.5 Cllr Howe reported a bent ‘give way’ traffic sign at the end of Warham Road. KCC 

will be asked to straighten it. 

34/19 Clerk 

7.6 Advertising Boards around the Pond.  See item 13C.3. 32/19 Clerk 

7.7 Cllr Leicester reported that he will forward emails he receives on Digital Accessibility 

to the Clerk.   

 

7.8 Cllr Edwards-Winser reported that KCC are digging up the road in Rye Lane as part of 
the investigation into the running water in the area and problems with the gulleys. 

 

7.9 Cllr Leicester asked if an article can be put in the Parish Newsletter reminding 

householders to keep hedges cut back from the pavement as many are overgrown.  It 
was noted that this cannot take place when birds could be nesting in the hedges. 

35/19 Clerk 

   

8. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
8.1 District Councillor John Edwards-Winser advised that in his role of Chairman of 

Sevenoaks District Council he has made 18 visits to schemes supported by SDC.   

 

   

9. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
9.1 

 

 

Railway Metric Signage.  KCC has advised that the signs by the roadside would have 

to be set in pairs and they would be quite large.  The signs would also have to be lit and 

a suitable power source would have to be found. Cllr Gough was asked to find out if 
the signs could be lit by solar panels.  Cllr Gough was also asked to ask KCC 

Highways where the liability would lie if a lorry were to hit the railway bridge. 

 

 

RG- Continuing. 

   
10. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

10.1 Cllr Rushby reported that the pictures of the Recreation Grounds, Chalkpit and Palace 

Park Wood have been taken by a drone.  The pictures are of a very high quality and 

will enable the Council to note any changes over the years from an aerial view. 

 

   

11. CLERK’S REPORT  

11.1 Sevenoaks Taxi Bus.  This service has now started.   23/19 
Completed 
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11.2 An incident took place at the Pond on the evening of 5 June when a resident decided to 
‘rescue’ some ducklings after the mother duck had been killed.  Despite being told to 

leave them alone as the Parish Council Grounds Supervisor already had the situation 

under control, and denied permission to access the Pond, she persuaded other people 

who were outside to help her.  Several of these people actually entered the water and 
chased the ducklings around.  They caused damage to the Pond and released the anchor 

to the duck house causing it to float freely and the anchor to drop to the bottom of the 

Pond which has subsequently been retrieved.    
It was AGREED that the Clerk will write to her and suggest that she contributes to the 

cost of repairs and ask her to apologise to the Grounds Supervisor for ignoring his 

instructions and causing damage. 

 
36/19 Clerk 

11.3 Following the decoration of the exterior of The School House, the green lettering 

cannot be re-used.  It is agreed that designs will be created and considered by Council 

for new name boards on the front of the building. 

 

   
12. CORRESPONDENCE  

12.1 Council noted a Press Release from SDC re Swanley Centre Planning Appeal.  

12.2 Council noted a Press Release from SDC re the new District Council Chairman (Cllr 
John Edwards-Winser). 

 

   

13. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES  
13A Finance & General Purposes  

13A.1 The Minutes of the F&GP Committee Meeting held on 3 June 2019 were received and 

adopted.  

 

13A.2 The orders for payment were approved.    
13A.3 

13A.3a 

 
13A.3b 

 

Public Toilets 

The tender process has been completed.  It is RECOMMENDED that the quotation 

from Danfo is accepted.  Agreed – 7 votes for, 2 against, 1 abstention. 
A Letter of Intent will now be issued to Danfo.   

 

43/18  

Completed. 
10/19  

Completed 

13A.3c Funding arrangements for the Public Toilets.  It is RECOMMENDED that the funding 

for the toilets is allocated as follows:  Otford Players donation £20,000, Otford CIL 
funds £40,000 and Otford PC Reserves £40,000.  Agreed – 7 votes for, 2 against, 1 

abstention.    

11/19 Clerk 

Completed 

13A.4 It is RECOMMENDED that the quotation from SPY in the sum of £1876 for the 
provision of CCTV at the Memorial Hall and new toilets is accepted.  The cost will be 

split between the Parish Council and the Memorial Hall.  Agreed 8 votes for, 2 

abstentions. 

 

13A.5 Picnic Table.  The replacement picnic table has been ordered.  Delivery is awaited.  6/19 Clerk 

   

13B Recreation and Environment  

13B.1 No meeting has been held since the last Council Meeting.    
13B.2 Woodland Trust re Palace Park Wood.  Further correspondence has been sent to the 

Woodland Trust regarding their planned work in the area.  The Clerk will write to them 

again regarding the ancient oak and a meeting with the gas board to discuss trees 
planted on the gas main.   

13/19 Clerk 

Continuing 

13B.3 Cricket Club.  One member of the Cricket Club has cleared the area of grass cuttings 

all by himself for which the Parish Council is extremely grateful.  The bag is awaiting 
removal.  

The Parish Council thanked Mrs Drake of OSA for sorting it out. 

28/19 Clerk 

Completed 

13B.4 Spring Toy.  It is recommended that OPC purchases a new spring toy for the play area 

on the Recreation Ground for a maximum sum of £1750.  Members Agreed. 

30/19 Clerk 

13B.5 Dog Fouling.   

It was agreed that large dog fouling penalty notices will be placed at each of the seven 

entrances. 

 

31/19 Clerk 

Rec & Env 
Continuing 
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It was agreed that the option to put up notices stating ‘Please keep dogs on a lead when 
sports are being played’ will be referred back to the Recreation & Environment 

Committee for consideration. 

 

13C 
13C.1 

 

13C.2 

 

Planning 

The Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 22 May and 5 June 2019 

were received and adopted. 

The Chairman gave a report on recommendations made by the Committee to SDC on 
various planning applications. 

 

13C.3 Advertising boards around the Pond and Village Green  

This item was considered by the Planning Committee and it is RECOMMENDED that 
the following resolution is considered:  All forms of commercial advertising within the 

Conservation Area shall not be permitted without SDC approval.  However community 

information on forthcoming events or meetings shall be permitted for a limited period 

of two weeks prior to the event subject to advance Parish Office notification and 
approval.   

Members Agreed. 

32/19 

Completed 

13C.4 
 

It was suggested that bunting is put up when an event is about to happen to draw 
attention to it but it was noted that volunteers would be needed from each event 

organiser to attend to this. 

 

 

13D Amenities  

13D.1 The Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on 20 May 2019 were received and 

adopted.    

 

13D.2 Car parking arrangements at school times.  Cllr Edwards-Winser has looked at the 
situation in the car park at school drop-off and collection times.  There is not a problem 

within the car park itself but the Clerk will write to the school and ask for parents to be 

reminded to walk on the path leading into the car park and to use the zebra crossing. 

9/19 Clerk 
Continuing 

13D.3 Otford Society will be advised when a litter pick is being held in association with 

McDonalds in case they want to join in. 

37/19 Clerk 

13D.4 Work has been completed on the repairs to the roof of the School House. 

Painting has been completed to the exterior of the School House. 

 

   

14. KALC/NALC/SLCC  

 There were no items to report.  

   

15. FUTURE ITEMS  

15.1 Additional disabled parking space at the entrance to OVMH.  To be considered when 
the car park is re-lined. 

 

15.2 Lease for the toilets will be resolved following a decision by St Bartholomew’s Church 

on the Options Appraisal and survey. 

 

15.3 Parish Noticeboard.  One of the noticeboards needs repainting.    

15.4 List of Clubs and Societies.  Cllr Evans is waiting for responses to requests for 

information and will advise when the project is ready to progress. 

 

15.5 Footpaths including a perimeter path around the Recreation Ground.  

   

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was noted as 8 July 2019.   
   

   

  

Signed………………….……………    Chairman         Date ……………………..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 


