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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on 9th December
and 13th January in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
It has been a month of steady progress for the Traffic Management and Calming
project.  As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, The Road Safety Audit
has been completed and the report is now being considered by the Traffic
Management Working Group and our consultants.  The development of the final
design is an iterative process and there is some way to go yet before the detailed
final design can be made public – and go forward to KCC Highways for their
approval.  Hopefully there will be more to report by the time of the next
newsletter in early February.

It has come to the Council’s attention that leaflets and posters concerning the
30mph limit have been distributed in Pilgrims Way West.  These purport to come
from Otford Parish Council.  I must make it clear that, while the Council supports
the speed limit and the proposals to reduce that limit to 20mph, the leaflets were



not authorised by the Council.  However well-meaning, individuals must not make
false claims involving the Parish Council.  The Council has asked the Clerk to
investigate the matter.

You will probably read in the press that the examination of the
Sevenoaks District Local Plan has been halted by the inspector
because, in her view, SDC has failed in its ‘duty to comply’ in
negotiating with neighbouring councils.  While this is not a
Parish Council matter, it has implications for our

Neighbourhood Plan because we need input from the SDC planners, and we will not
be able to get their attention while this dispute runs its course.  Meanwhile, the
team led by Peter Bradnock is continuing to develop a draft document which
incorporates the input from the Stakeholder Group of businesses and schools in
Otford, that met at the beginning of October.
And finally (for this month) we learn that Network Rail is seeking an order that
would over-rule the decision by Ken County Council to refuse the changes to
footpath SR49, and thus enable them to replace the foot-crossing at the
Southern end of Otford Station with a footbridge.  Both the Parish Council and
KCC object to the footbridge and we are challenging the proposed order.  This
challenge is being led by Cllr Phil Clucas.  We will keep you in touch with our
progress.
This is the last Newsletter before Christmas and I would like to take the
opportunity of wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year
for 2020.

Winter Visibility
Please remember to wear something visible /reflective if you are walking on
roads with no pavements in the village for your own safety. Thank you

Traffic Management - Part Seven
After a long wait, the Traffic Group are thrilled to finally unveil
the traffic plans that have been drawn up to improve road safety
in the village. Before making the plans available, we wanted to be
sure that the proposals had successfully completed a road safety
audit and had a good chance of gaining approval from KCC
Highways. At present, we have preliminary acceptance for the
traffic schemes, however, until we have final approval from KCC it

must be stressed that the plans are subject to amendments.
20mph Zone Only the High Street meets KCC’s latest policy requirements for the
introduction of a 20mph zone. Other roads in the 20mph zone will be dependent
upon the proposed traffic-calming measures reducing traffic speed to the
required upper limit before the introduction of a 20mph limit could be considered.



The extent of the proposed 20mph zone has also been reduced as traffic speeds
were too high in some places to consider the measures required to bring down
speeds to the required limit. In these cases, traffic measures have been included
in the proposals to bring traffic speeds down to nearer 30mph.
Mini Roundabouts As well as all this, the team are pleased to reveal that it may
be possible to have the roundabouts that were previously ruled out by Highways.
We are hopeful that we will gain approval for three new mini roundabouts at
PWW/Rye Lane, PWE/Station Rd and Sevenoaks Rd/Bubblestone Rd junctions. If
approved, the mini roundabouts would become the entry points on each main road
to the proposed 20mph zone. The mini roundabouts will also serve as a traffic
calming feature and help to ease congestion.
As we stand at the moment, the traffic schemes for each road are as stated
below, please note the measures require final approval from KCC and may be
subject to minor changes following the formal public consultation.
Pilgrims Way West (PWW) A 20mph speed limit from the High Street to Rye
Lane to be installed post installation of traffic calming features if the measures
are found to have successfully reduced speeds. Traffic calming features to
include Gateway feature, two new pedestrian refuge-islands, a mini roundabout,
planting, improvements to existing refuge-island, road markings and red surface
dressing.
High Street 20mph speed limit to be installed with the traffic calming features.
Traffic calming features include upgrading zebra crossing with a speed table,
footway widening at Pickmoss step, an informal pedestrian crossing outside the
Library using a contrasting surface treatment, road markings and ‘slow’ and
‘school’ signs.
Pilgrims Way East (PWE) Meets requirements for a 20mph limit pilot scheme (to
Row Dow junction). Although we were initially informed traffic calming measures
would not be possible on PWE, we have been successful in obtaining preliminary
approval for two speed tables with red surface dressing at the junctions of Tudor
Drive and Row Dow.
Station Road A 20mph speed limit from the pond to PWE junction to be installed
post installation of traffic calming features if the measures are found to have
successfully reduced speeds. Traffic calming features include a mini roundabout
at the PWE junction, new pedestrian refuge-island, improvements to existing
refuge-island, kerb realignment, bus stop alterations, road markings and red
surface dressing.
Sevenoaks Road A 20mph speed limit from the pond to Bubblestone Road to be
installed post installation of traffic calming features if the measures are found
to have successfully reduced speeds.



Traffic calming features to include Gateway feature, mini roundabout at the
Bubblestone Junction, parking bay buildout with parking lines, road markings and
red surface dressing.
Shoreham Road The average mean speed on Shoreham Road is 40mph and far in
excess of the required threshold to reduce the speed limit to 20mph. Instead,
measures have been included to bring
traffic speeds down to nearer 30mph. Traffic calming features to include
Gateway feature, mini roundabout at junction with PWE, virtual kerb buildouts,
red surface dressing and road markings. The traffic scheme will be reviewed post
implementation.
Display of plans
As promised, you will now be given the opportunity to view the detail on the traffic
measures and comment before the final plans are drawn up and finalised. The
plans are now available on the Parish Council website at:
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk, select ‘Traffic Management’ and paper copies
are available in the Parish Office. The traffic plans will also be on display in
the Heritage Centre from Monday 2nd December to Thursday 19th December
and from Thursday 2nd January to Friday 10th January - open from 8:00am
to 12:30pm - and on Saturday 7th, 14th & 21st December from 2:00pm to
4:00pm.
If you wish to comment on the drawings, please email: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
Deadline for comments: Friday 10th January 2020
I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Cllr Irene Roy -Chairman of the Traffic Management Working Party

Recreation Ground path
Some while ago it was proposed that the Council should
construct a footpath around the perimeter of the High
Street Recreation Ground. The project got as far as a plan
of where the path could go, carefully avoiding the football
pitches making access to the trim trail and Solar System at

the North end of the field. A specification was drawn up and some initial (now
outdated) quotes were obtained.
At that point the project was put on hold because it was not clear whether there
was sufficient support from residents to commit the money – potentially £30-
40,000. At present the Parish Council funds are committed to the
implementation of the Traffic Management Scheme.  However, it would be helpful
to know how much support there is in the village for this facility in future
planning.



The potential advantage of the path is that it would help those who want to walk
on the Recreation Ground when it is wet and muddy, those who have difficulty in
walking, those in wheelchairs and families with buggies.  At present the far side
of the field is an inaccessible area for many people.  In addition, it would give
easier access to the adult trim trail, which is due to be installed this winter, and
therefore encouraging exercise for all.
Against the scheme is the cost and the potential ‘urbanisation’ of the
Recreation Ground – constructing a wheelchair friendly path in a green
space. Perhaps a compromise solution would be to extend the existing path to
the football pavilion so that it goes near to the trim trail and solar system
Please let the Parish Council have your thoughts on this proposal, as we would like
to hear  your views.  This can be done either by email (clerk@otfordpc.co.uk) or
letter to the Parish Office - Cllr Mary Evans, Chair of Recreation & Environment
Committee

Otford Station Foot Bridge
Network Rail are trying again to close the level crossing in
order to build a 62 step footbridge. Two years ago a KCC
enquiry into the closure voted unanimously to retain the level
crossing instead of building a footbridge. This is the last
appeal that Network Rail can make to the Secretary of State.
If you object please write to Mrs Yvonne Oddy, 3A Eagle

Wing, The Planning Inspectorate, Temple Quay House, 2, The Square, Bristol BS1
6PN or e-mail yvonne.oddy@planninginspectorate.gov.uk Ref Footpath SR49,
Pilgrims Way (Otford Kent) Rail Crossing Diversion Order 2019.

Newsletter Delivery
A newsletter deliverer is still required for part of Shoreham Road (pavement
side) and Old Otford Road. If you feel able to take one of these on just 10 times
a year please contact Sue on 01959 524808 or email clerk@otfordpc.co.uk

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and
12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813
713366.

This Photo by



Guide Christmas Post Box
The stamps for the Girlguiding Otford’s Christmas Post are on sale
now for the 37th year running and will be available from 28th

November until 20th December. The special charity post service,
which is one of the longest running in the country, delivers
Christmas cards with the schemes special stamps to addresses in

Otford Village. Stamps cost 30p and are available to purchase in Otford Library
during normal opening hours or in the Parish Council office every weekday morning
8.30am – 12.30. Christmas cards can be posted in the special post boxes located
in the same places. Otford’s Brownies and Guides will collect, sort, frank and then
deliver the cards over the two weekends before Christmas. Please support them
by purchasing the special stamps and posting your cards early. Thank you

This year the money raised from the sale of the stamps will be donated to SERV
Kent Bloodrunners, a charity that provides emergency courier services
transporting blood products, samples and other essential items for major
hospitals and hospices in Kent out of normal working hours. Please support them
by purchasing the special stamps and posting your cards early. Thank you.

Tree of Light
The Tree of Light service will take place on Friday 13th December at
7.00pm in St Bartholomew’s Church and on the Village Green. Following
the service there will be refreshments offered in the St
Bartholomew’s Church Centre. Labels for you to write your message on
are available from the Parish Council Office. If you cannot get into the

office during opening hours (8.30am – 12.30pm) then please phone up and we will
write your card for you. Cheques for your donation need to be made out to Hospice
in The Weald. The Tree of Light will remain lit up until after the New Year.

Otford Parish Council
The Parish Council office will be closed from Friday 20th

December and re-open after the New Year on Thursday 2nd
January 2020. Full details will be posted on the office window



St Bartholomew’s Church Christmas Services
Sunday 1st December
6.30pm – Candlelit Advent Carol Service
Sunday 8th December
4.00pm – Christingle
Sunday 15th December

10am - YPF Christmas presentation and Sunday Club Nativity Play
Sunday 22nd December at 6.30pm – Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by
candlelight followed by refreshments
Christmas Eve
4.00pm – Crib Service / 11.30pm – Midnight Christmas Communion
Christmas Day
9.00am – Holy Communion / 10.30am – All Together Christmas Worship

St Bartholomew’s Church Choir Concert
St Bartholomew’s Choir’s Annual Christmas concert will take place
in the Church on Sunday 15th December at 7.00 pm. There will be
a mixture of carols old and new, from England and many other

countries, with plenty of carols for everyone to join in. Refreshments, in the form
of wine or fruit juice and mince pies, will be available in the interval as always.
The admission price is £5 (children free). Please come and support them and bring
a friend and get into the Christmas mood.

Otford Methodist Church Services / Events
Sunday 8th December – Nativity Service at 10.30am
Saturday 14th December – Croydon SDA Gospel Choir at 7.30pm
Sunday 22nd December - Carol Service at 6.30pm
Christmas Eve - Christingle children’s service at 5.00pm
Christmas Day - Christmas Day Service at 10.0 am

They look forward to welcoming you all to these events and exploring the real
reason for celebrating the Christmas story in 2019.

Croydon Gospel Choir - Otford Methodist Church
Otford Methodist Church are delighted to welcome back the Croydon SDA
Gospel Choir for a very special Christmas performance on Saturday
14th December at 7.30pm. Refreshments will be provided in the interval.
Tickets are available from the OMC web site priced at £10 or from the Sunday
morning box office. Don’t delay in buying tickets this is a really popular event and
in high demand last time they visited us. For further information, please call the
box office on 07948 309484



Otford Evangelical Free Church Christmas Services
They warmly invite you all to join them for their Christmas services
Sunday 22nd December – Family Carol Service from 5pm – 6pm
followed by light refreshments.
Christmas Day – Celebration at 10.00am to 10.45am
Why not join then for their Sunday services in the New Year. They

meet every Sunday morning at 11am and again in the evening at 6.30pm. They serve
hot drinks afterwards and they would love to get to know you.
The church is located at 81, Pilgrims Way West. E-mail otfordefc@gmail.com
Website www.otfordefc.org.uk Tel No: 07510 909035.

Otford Primary School Christmas Bazaar
The Otford Primary School’s Christmas Bazaar will take place on
Saturday 7th December between 12 -3pm. Please go along and support
this fun family event. There will be a Winter Wonderland Santa’s
Grotto, Christmas Market, Tombola, Face painting, Games, Raffle,

Refreshments and much more. Entry Adult £1 and children free. Everyone
welcome. For more information or book a stall please contact
ptfa@otford.kent.sch.uk

Otford Methodist Church – Alpha Course
Otford Methodist Church are running another ALPHA course starting Tuesday
14th January The course runs for 11 weeks and with the aid of DVD’s and
discussion, explores all the different aspects of the Christian Faith.
Who is it for? Anyone not a Christian but would like to find out what it is all
about, Christians who are new to the faith and want to learn more and perhaps
people who are coming back to Church and want a refresher course, you are all
most welcome to join us as we explore Christianity. The evenings start with a meal
at 7pm after which we view the DVD and then go into smaller discussion groups,
aiming to finish by 9.30 pm, this is a very relaxed time and there are no questions
you cannot or should not ask. For more information or to let us know you would
like to come please contact Nick Rowell on 07948 309484 or via alpha@omc.org.uk

Christmas tree recycling
After this year’s festivities have ended, Sevenoaks District Council
can collect and recycle your real Christmas tree for free throughout
January. The Council will collect trees with a trunk of up to 90mm (3.5
inches) in diameter with its Garden Waste Collection Service until the

end of January. Simply leave your tree by the boundary of your property, where
you’d usually put your refuse and recycling sacks, by 7am on the day the Council’s



Garden Waste Collection service visits your road. The good news is that all the
trees will be turned into environmentally friendly compost. For this reason, the
Council cannot take trees that are decorated or in pots or stands. If your tree is
too big for this service, you can take it to one of Kent County Council’s Household
Waste Recycling sites. Call KCC on 03000 417373 for locations and opening times
or visit www.kent.gov.uk.

The next generation - Otford names a puppy
As residents will no doubt recall, the Fete Committee chose to
support Guide Dogs this year and try to raise £2,500 to name a
Guide Dog Puppy with an Otford themed name. I am delighted to say
that we had a few donations from residents, although the majority
was given by the Committee from its own funds raised during the
annual fete. As a result, we have been advised that the name we put
forward “Becket” has been approved and sent to the breeding

centre, they hope that the puppy will be born and named within the next few
months. We have been told that they will choose a very special puppy for us and
once they are six weeks old, we will be given more information and a picture to
share with Otford residents. Did you know it takes nine weeks from conception
to the birth of a puppy? We hope to give a Puppy Update by March 2020.

Christmas Refuse Collections
Tuesday 24th December – pick up Monday 23rd December
Wednesday 25th December – pick up Tuesday 24th December
Thursday 26th December – pick up Friday 27th December
Friday 27th December – pick up Saturday 28th December

Monday 30th December – pick up as normal
Tuesday 31st December – pick up as normal
Wednesday 1st January – pick up  Thursday 2nd January
Thursday 2nd January – pick up  Friday 3rd January
Friday 3rd January – pick up  Saturday 4th January
Monday 6th January – normal service resumes
The same dates apply to Green Garden Waste Collections

Chemist Rota
Otford Pharmacy will open again on Friday 27th December after
Christmas. For other times the Chemist Rota is normally shown in the
copy of the last Sevenoaks Chronicle issued before Christmas.



Otford Library News
It would be lovely to see customers and people who have never

visited the library come along to a Christmas Fun Day at Otford
library on Saturday 14 December. The event starts at 10.00am
and a choir will be singing carols from 10.15am – 10.45am.

Refreshments will then be available. A little later for children; starting at
11.00am, there will be a Christmas themed craft session , a treasure hunt and
finally a Christmas story time to round off the event which will finish at
1.00pm. Please do book for the craft session as spaces are limited. For more
information please contact otfordlibrary@kent.gov.uk or telephone 03000
413131 and ask to be put through to Otford library.
IT Volunteer assistance is offered on Mondays 10.00am-12.00pm and Saturdays
10.00-12.00pm. It is essential to make an advance booking for this by either
phoning 03000 413131 and asking to be put through to Otford library or by
coming into the library to book an appointment. The library has free public Wi-
Fi. Alternatively, customers are welcome to use one of the public computers.
There is no charge for this service.’

 Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a
free activity.

 Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the
library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some
new faces.

 Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the
year. No need to book and this is a free activity.

Library opening hours are:
Monday – 9am to 1pm
Tuesday 9am to 5pm (please note - now closed between 12noon and 1pm)
Wednesday – Closed/Thursday – 9am to 1pm/Friday – 1pm to 5pm/Saturday
10am to 2pm

Otford Library - ‘Doodlebugs and Barrage Balloons’’ - 75 years
ago, Otford and the Battle of the V1s in summer 1944’.

If you have not already done so, please visit the Library to see the exhibition
telling the story of how Otford was affected by the pilotless ‘V1’ rocket attacks
on London between June and September 1944. The exhibition includes the
reminiscences of some village residents who were at the village school at the time.
This is the first in a series of exhibitions about Otford during the Second World
War. You can find out about how you can help with this project and the proposed
‘VE Day 75’ commemorative events being planned for the May 2020 Bank Holiday
elsewhere in the newsletter.



Otford/Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
The AGM will be held on Monday 20th January at 7.30pm at The
Woodman PH to conduct the formal business of the Association. Do
join them and share your suggestions for future activities, both in
England and France. They welcome current members and are always

pleased to see new faces with new ideas. Please contact Jane Lawrey via the
Parish Council (clerk@otfordpc.co.uk) for further details.

Kemsing Singers Christmas Concert - ‘Deck The Hall’
This year the Kemsing Singers are performing a joyful caper
through an Elizabethan Christmas with well-known Carols and
other Christmas music. Also performing will be The Wealden
Recorder Consort. Make a note of the dates which are Friday

13th and Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm in St Edith Hall, Kemsing.
Tickets are £10 and under 18 £5 from 01959 523752 or any choir member.

Otford Lunch Club Volunteers
Otford Lunch Club, for older residents, which takes place from 11.45am every
Thursday in the village Memorial Hall, High Street, are looking for volunteers to
join their 5 friendly serving teams. Might you be interested in joining them either
as an individual or with a friend in which case you will be warmly welcomed. Your
commitment will be for about 4 hours once every 5 weeks helping to serve
residents an initial cup of tea or coffee followed by a hot nutritious 2 course
meal. To find out more please contact Margaret Nicholson 01959 524147.

Spanish Classes for Children
These award-winning “Spanish Classes for Children ages 7-11 years
old” are held at the Otford Village Memorial Hall every Tuesday
from 4.30pm. If you would like to find out more, please call: 07815

063582 or email belen@colorines.co.uk

Denise Thompson Designer Florist Christmas Workshops
On Thursday 5th December at 7pm in St Bartholomew’s Church Hall
(in the High Street by Car Park) Denise Thompson our village’s own
designer florist is holding her popular Christmas Wreath making
workshop. Places go fast so book now so you are not disappointed.

The cost for each workshop will be £40. Everything will be provided (except
scissors/secateurs - please bring your own) and light refreshments will add to the
fun. Places are always limited so please call 01959 525009 to book your place.



Patient Participation Group -Christmas Quiz - Medics v Patients
The second Patient Group Xmas Quiz in Otford on Friday 6th December from
7.30pm.No pressure - just a fun evening with a Christmas twist. Up to 8 per
team or just come as an individual - £7.00 per person. Bring your own
refreshments and join in the fun. Contact margaret.robarts@talktalk.net or
phone Margaret on 01959 522853

Otford Village Memorial Hall:  Remember this date
18th January 2020

Yes, it’s our Opening Event to show off our refurbished Main Hall which will now
become The Players Hall as a tribute to The Otford Players whose generous
donation made this possible.
The Hall will be open from 12 noon until 4pm so come and join us to meet the
Trustees, see the extent of the refurbishment and have a glass of Bucks Fizz or
Orange Juice with some nibbles. We will also have some entertainment provided
by amongst others Sevenoaks Players, Tony Wilshire and Tracy Hills.
If you are a talented performer and would like to help us by taking a 30-minute
slot on stage, please contact ovmh.treasurer@otford.net with your contact
details and speciality.
This is a drop-in event and is free to Otford Residents.
A big thank you to those of you who have signed up to Amazon Smile. If you
haven’t and buy from Amazon please start using Amazon Smile at
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
When you buy from Amazon Smile you will get all the normal deals and offers but
can select Otford Village Memorial Hall as a charity to support and 0.5%
excluding VAT will be donated to our Village Hall. This may seem a small % but
the more people who buy using Amazon Smile and select Otford Village Memorial
Hall as their Charity the more we benefit. So please tell your family and friends
about Amazon Smile! Remember, our Village Hall is owned by us, the Villagers.

Saturday Coffee Morning
Don’t forget if you happen to be in the village on a Saturday
morning between 10:30 and 12:00 you can get a cup of tea or
coffee and biscuit in the Club Room at the Village Memorial Hall
Quite a number of village residents turn up every week so why

not come and meet friends and neighbours and help to support your local village
hall at the same time. They are currently short of helpers so if you think you
would like to volunteer please go along on Saturday morning and give your
details. Thank you.



Otford Gardeners’ Society
The final meeting of the year will take place on Tuesday 3rd
December at 7.30pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall which will be
their Annual Quiz and Fun Night. Teams of maximum of 6 are invited
to pit their wits against each other and have a fun evening into the
bargain. Prizes for winners. Please contact Janet Finney on 01959

523760 for more details or e-mail gardeners@otford.net.

They think it’s all over; it nearly is now!
The Otford Village Society

In our Spring 2016 newsletter we notified the village that ours was a Society in
Crisis, with membership in decline, and committee members and volunteers
retiring.
We offered the membership 3 options for the way forward:-
1. The then current committee continuing with a reduced remit.
2. The then current committee to stand down to make way for a new group of
people
3. To disband the Society
At the AGM those attending voted for Option 1.
For the 3 ½ years since then the committee has responded to issues of the day
providing input where appropriate, managed Finance and other administrative
matters, and raised funds through events for local organisations.
During this time there have been numerous appeals for new support to allow the
Society to do more, with no response.
Consequently the 4 committee members have concluded that they no longer wish
to continue with just keeping the Society going, and intend to resign en-masse at
the AGM on 30th April, 2020.
If there are people in the Village who are prepared take over the running of the
Society including becoming Trustees please email
chairman@otfordsociety.org.uk. There will need to be at least 3, one of which will
need to take on the role of Chairman and another that of Treasurer.

Your Otford memories and family connections to the Second
World War please !

An appeal from the 1940s Society, and the Otford and District Historical
Society. As part of the nationwide celebrations to mark the 75th anniversary of
the ending of the Second World War in Europe on the 8th May 2020 (a Friday
Bank Holiday), the village is planning a series of events to mark the role that
Otford and her people played during the conflict.



Rather like the ‘Poppies around the Pond’ in 2018 that sought to honour the Fallen
from the First World War, we are trying to find out as much information as
possible about those from the village who fought during the Second World War.
Eight Otford men sacrificed their lives, and we would like to know more about
each man’s story.
However, we also seek to highlight all those from the village who entered the
Forces and ‘did their bit’ – where all too frequently that ‘bit’ involved incredible
tenacity and bravery. Their individual stories deserve to be told on ‘VE Day 75’
and preserved for future generations. So, if you know of, or are related to, a
service man with local connections we would love you to get in touch with us.
Similarly, we should stress that we would like to hear about the whole ‘sweep’ of
the conflict as it impacted locally – not just those in the forces, but also the hard-
working men and women who kept the war-factories open, the hospitals
operational and our local farms running throughout the years of turmoil. Was your
dad or uncle an ARP warden, a police officer, a fireman, or in the Home Guard?
Perhaps your mum or aunty was a ‘Land Girl’, or you remember the war through
the eyes of a child, or as an evacuee.... all such reminiscences tell a story, and
Otford wants to hear them! Thus, if you think you have a story to tell, please get
in touch with: info@otfordhistoricalsociety.co.uk
or call in at the Parish Office and leave your details, and we will get in touch.

Otford Evening WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th December at 7pm for 7.30pm when
Mandy Williams will be talking about ‘My life in Showbusiness’ – and they will
celebrate with a light buffet. PLEASE NOTE this will be held in ST
BARTHOLOMEWS CHURCH HALL next door to the hall (Because of General
Election) Then on Thursday 9th January in Otford Village Memorial Hall Mary
Smith will be talking about ‘A Schoolgirls War’ – a story of school life in wartime
using original paintings and photographs. New members are very welcome. More
information can be obtained from their President on 01959 524831.

Otford Oast WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th December at 7.30pm in Donnington
Hall, Barretts Road, Dunton Green (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE (Because
of General Election) when Katherine Collet will ‘Deck the Halls’. Then on Thursday
16th January Helena Kendall-Tobias will talk about ‘Pearls & Princesses’. The first
meeting is free. For more information please e-mail otfordoastwi@mail.com.
Visitors are very welcome.



Otford & District Historical Society
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th December at 8pm,
refreshments served from 7.30pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall.
There  will be an AGM with a Christmas themed quiz. Adult
subscription is £10. No charge for under 16’s and visitors are
welcome at £3 per meeting. Then on Wednesday 15th January at

8pm Claire Donithorn from Eden Valley Museum will give a talk entitled ‘The
Chiddingstone Hoard’ in the Otford Village Memorial Hall. Doors open from
7.30pm

1940’s Society
On Friday 31st January 2020 Ian Thomson will give a talk entitled 'Bletchley
Park and the breaking of the German Codes in World War Two'. Ian will explore
the background to and operation of this secret but crucially important aspect of
World War Two history’ The meeting will be held in the Otford Village Memorial
Hall. Doors open at 7.30pm and the talk will be at 8pm. Admission £3.
Refreshments (including home-made cake) are available.

The Arts Society Knole
The Arts Society Knole meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at St Nicholas
Church, Rectory Lane, Sevenoaks. The lectures start promptly at 1.45 pm and
finish by 3 pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 16th January when Daniel
Robbins will talk about ‘The Studio Houses of the Holland Park Circle’.
For more information please see the website www.theartsscocietyknole.org.uk.

Otford Trail Runners
A friendly and sociable group for all those that enjoy running the beautiful hills
and trails around Otford, Shoreham and the Darenth Valley during the week and
on weekends. We hold a monthly 10-mile handicap circular trail race from
Otford to Lullingstone (via Shoreham Woods). All abilities welcome.
Please feel free to contact Dominic Tomlinson
dominictomlinson@hotmail.co.uk or search Otford Trail Runners on Strava for
further information.

RSPB Sevenoaks Local Group
The next meeting will be on Thursday 5th December at 7.45pm in

Otford Village Memorial Hall when there will be a talk by Simon
Ginnaw on ‘Britain’s Coastal Birds and their secret lives.’ Enjoy a
scenic journey around the British coastline discovering the lives of

our fascinating coastal birds, from Puffins to Purple Sandpipers, Guillemots to
Gulls, Razorbills to Redshanks. Our coastal birds are some of the most specialised



and nomadic species on this planet. Group members £2.50, non-members £3.50.
Telephone 01959 563530 for more details.

Come & Play
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They
meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to 11.15am.
They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their grown-ups to
join them for lots of fun play activities, including painting, playdough,
trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and construction. Please contact Elaine

at otfordefc@gmail.com www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035.

Sevenoaks Taxi Bus
This is a new KCC Rural Transport Initiative covering Fairseat –
Stansted – West Kingsdown – East Hill – Otford – Sevenoaks.
It will operate Monday to Friday only between the hours of
9.30am to 2.45pm.

Timetable
Otford Rail Station, Stop A (Station side) to Sevenoaks
10.05
11.45
14.00
Sevenoaks Bus Station, Stop C to Otford Rail Station Stop B
10.15
12.30
14.00
Fares are £3 single, £5 return, £1 child. Bus pass holders will be asked to pay a
voluntary £1 per journey to help with the sustainability of the pilot, however
the passes will be accepted in the usual way.

Otford Tennis Club
We are a relaxed and friendly small village tennis club situated in a
beautiful setting on the Otford Recreation Ground. We are looking for
new members and welcome players of all standards. We have a
clubhouse and 3 tennis courts, 2 of which are floodlit, and play tennis
all year round. We also have adult and junior coaching sessions provided
by LTA accredited coaches. If you would like more information, please
call our Membership Secretary, Alison Dykes on 01959 522050 or email

alison.dykes@lwcdial.net



Sevenoaks Flower Club
The last Sevenoaks Flower Club meeting of 2019 in Otford
Village Memorial Hall will be on Tuesday 10th December
starting at 1.45pm. The National demonstrator at this meeting
will be Carol Gardiner and the subject is ‘A Country Christmas’.
As a farmer’s wife Carol has a natural appreciation of foliage
and flowers. Carol joined NAFAS in 19084 and has shown at

Chelsea and other venues. She will produce some interesting designs for the
meeting Visitors are very welcome at £5 and Annual membership is £37. Raffle
of flower arrangements, sales table and refreshments.
See www.sevenoaksflowerclub.co.uk for meeting details and lots more.

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
The next surgeries will take place on 3rd December and 7th January
between 10am and 12 noon. To book an appointment at this outreach
please ring the office admin number 01732 454443. Drop in
appointments may be available on the day. For telephone advice

please ring 0300 330 9001.

Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children
At Stagecoach Otford, we provide high quality part-time
training in the Performing Arts for children aged 4 - 18 years.
Our aim is to nurture and develop young potential through
singing, acting and dance classes for children - stretching

young imaginations, building confidence and life skills whilst also having fun
through all the three disciplines.
Our Principal, Lauren, has a background as a professional Singer, Guest
Entertainer and Music teacher, and brings with her a wealth of knowledge and
experience that she aims to instil into the school and students. Lauren,
alongside her fantastic team of passionate and experienced teachers, strives to
deliver excellence in education, and inspire the students of Stagecoach Otford -
allowing each and every child to flourish not only in class, but in life.
At Stagecoach Otford we are open every Saturday during school term time with
holiday workshops during the school holidays.
Come and see what we're up to this term by contacting us today!
Phone: 01732 430 387
Website: https://www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford
Email: otford@stagecoach.co.uk



Fair Feast 2020
Falling within Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 where the emphasis is again on ensuring
that all farmers are paid fairly for their work, Fair Feast 2020 (pancakes, etc,
and quiz) is on Shrove Tuesday "pancake day", 25th February in Otford
Methodist Church Hall. All receipts from ticket sales and any donations will be
sent to All We Can, the Methodist relief and development fund.
This year, as All We Can has suggested, the money raised by Fair Feast 2020 will
be used to support communities in Ethiopia have been affected by their rapidly
changing climate, making it increasingly difficult to grow crops and earn a living.
All We Can are supporting vulnerable families in these communities with crops
that are better adapted to the climate, as well as arranging, as necessary, training
in farming and business management.
Tickets are £7, or £3.50 for students, and they may be bought now, although
payment need not be made until the night. Tables seat 8 people, but everyone is
welcome, and reservations may be made for any number from one upwards. To
reserve places, please contact Glen Cable (01732 457842; glen-
chris.cable@sky.com).

Ever thought of trying Morris Dancing?
Invicta Morris was formed in 1976. It was the
first women’s Cotswold Morris side in Kent. In
2012 men joined us and we became a mixed side.
We take our name from the Kentish motto. Our
kit colours of red and white and our prancing
horse emblem are taken from the Kentish coat of
arms.

We are based in the Sevenoaks area and during the summer months we dance at
a variety of events, mainly in Kent. On summer evenings we dance outside local
village pubs. We perform dances from the Cotswold Morris tradition and we
also dance our own tradition “Ightham”, named after a small village
near Sevenoaks. Within this tradition we have created a number of our own
dances, such as Laura and The Hopbine.

You are welcome to come along to our practice night (to try - no obligation) every
Monday at 8.30 pm in St Bartholomew’s Church Hall opposite The Bull, from
September through to April. Call 01959 522227 or 01959 522201 for more
details



Swanley Mental Health Crisis Drop-in Service
There is a new mental health drop-in Service started in Swanley
Citizens Advice office (next door to Wilkos) 38, Swanley Centre,
London Road, BR8 7TQ.
Young People – 14 – 17yrs - Thursdays 4pm to 6pm
Adults – 18 + yrs - Saturday evenings 7pm – 9pm

This service provides vital extra support for those who are in a mental health
crisis and gives young people a safe place to go. For more information e-mail
swanleycrisisservice@northkentmind.co.uk or call 07396 200237 during the
hours shown above.

Otford Petanque Club
The Club play every Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm on the
terrain adjacent to the football pavilion on the Recreation
Ground. There is room for more members, and they are
offering a first year without a subscription. You can turn

up and try out the game even if you have never played before and may surprise
yourself. We have spare sets of balls which can be loaned. If you are interested
and would like more information, please call Peter Wickenden on 01959 524242.

First Steps
First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This lively
group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased to
welcome new members.  It is run by the Methodist and St
Bartholomew’s Church and includes the opportunity for a chat,

refreshment and, also a short bible story, with singing and craft activities for
the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on alternate Wednesdays during term
time only. The next meetings will take place on 11th December 2019, 8th & 22nd

January 2020. Contact Jane Pearce on 01732 750454 for more details.

Otford Kumon Study Centre
Maths, English and Japanese for children of any age
Wednesday 3.30pm – 6pm
Friday 4pm – 6pm

In Otford Village Memorial Hall. Kumon builds foundation and confidence in
students academically in preparation for exams. To unlock your child’s potential,
book a free assessment by calling 01322 523213 or e-mailing
otford@kumoncentre.co.uk or to find out about the programme visit
kumon.co.uk.

This Photo by Unknown



Hospices of Hope Events
Christmas Wreath Making
Hospices of Hope’s ever-popular Christmas wreath making
workshop is returning to Bessels Green this December. The
charity has been holding this event for several years now and is
delighted that Chic Weddings and Events has agreed to run the

workshop. Chic Weddings and Events is an award-winning florist and venue stylist
based in Gravesend. It specialises in beautiful décor, centrepieces and finishing
touches for dream weddings and the team will be bringing this expertise to the
charity’s workshop.

The event is on Monday 9th December from 10.30 until 2pm at Bessels Green
Baptist Church Hall, Sevenoaks.   Tickets cost £35 per person and include
materials for the wreath, coffee and mince pies on arrival and a light lunch.
Tickets can be purchased through the charity’s website
www.hospicesofhope.co.uk.
Fundraising and Resources Director, Anna Perolls, said ’’Our Christmas wreath
making day has become part of our run up to Christmas. Every year we have a
great day with a really festive atmosphere. Chic’s creative team will ensure that
everyone makes a fantastic wreath and we are very grateful to everyone at Chic
for supporting our work.  Proceeds raised will help support adults and children
living with life-limiting or terminal illness in countries where there is very little
medical care”.
Tickets can be booked through our website www.hospicesofhope.co.uk by
phoning us on 01959 525110 or emailing events@hospicesofhopeco.uk

Volunteer Carol Singers
Hospices of Hope are looking for volunteer carol singers to join in with their carol
singing at Sevenoaks Station on Tuesday 10th December between 5pm and 7pm.
Anyone interested in taking part (individuals or groups) should register their
interest by e-mailing events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or phoning 01959 525110 and
asking for Jay. Monies raised will be used to support and develop hospice care in
South East Europe.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000.



Calling all yarn lovers
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’ is in
conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place
for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one
another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or
weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and
knowledge; and to find help and support when your project
just isn’t going right!

We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The
Woodman PH, Otford and the second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am
to 11am at the Pond View Cafe, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You
don’t need to book; there are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase
a hot or cold drink at the venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine
and Elaine.

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford
Methodist Church Hall. The session is on Thursdays from 1.45pm to 3.45pm The
instructor is a qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £5 is made which
includes tea and biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is
jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.

Heritage Centre artist for December
The Heritage Centre Artist for December is Jean Boyd Barrett.
Jean says “I initially started painting flowers in watercolours after
retiring early from teaching. I found an excellent teacher in Julie
King at Tonbridge Adult Education Classes. I have also used other

media such as pastels, pen and acrylics and have learned to paint on silk, but
watercolour remains my favourite medium. Recently I have been experimenting
with mixed media with varying success! My favourite subjects to paint are
flowers, dogs and landscapes”.

Volunteer Drivers
Do you own a car? Could you take an elderly/disabled
person to a medical appointment or shopping just once a
week? Please contact them on 0300 777 1200 or

driving@imago.community if you would like to help.

.



Planning
The following applications have been considered by the
Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732
227000.
a. New applications
SE/19/02691 Fairacre Wood, Shoreham Road
Variation of conditions 2 and 3 of SE/18/03100/FUL for

replacement dwelling. Formation of new site access with amendment to external
materials and drawings
SE/19/02645 Frog Farm, Pilgrims Way West
Extension of northwest boundary of existing sand-school by 20m. Change of use
to equestrian from agricultural.
SE/19/02911 The Stables, 2, Coombe Road
Front and rear extensions to exiting dwelling.
SE/19/02958 6, Knighton Road
Erection of a single storey side and rear extension. Demolition of conservatory.
SE/19/02938 20-24 High Street
Demolition of rear extensions, outbuildings and garage, alterations. Erection of
a 2-storey rear extension and conversion to a mixed-use comprising retail unit
and 3 no 2 bed dwelling houses.
SE/19/03055 14 Pilgrims Way East
Demolition of existing detached garage outbuilding and construction of new
garage building. Demolition of old UPVC conservatory and front porch and
construction of new entrance porch. Alterations to front driveway including new
sliding gates/piers and fence. Alterations to landscaping including raising and
extending the existing rear terrace and enlarged swimming pool.
SE/19/03058 The Lychgate, 4, Greenhill Road
Removal of existing first floor roof and box dormer. Raising to the roof to
incorporate new first floor with dormers. Erection of a two-storey rear
extension, partial demolition to front elevation to incorporate erection of a
front porch. New roofs to both side single storey extensions and alterations to
fenestration.
SE/19/03137 St Michaels School, Row Dow
Variation of condition 6 (Lighting masts) of 18/01201 for the creation of an all -
weather pitch and associated fencing and floodlighting.
SE/19/03051 6 Rye Lane
Erection of a single storey side and rear extension.



b.Results Received
SE/19/02396 Otford Village Hall, High Street/Car Park
Toilet Pond adjacent to village hall entrance. Allowed
SE/19/02562 4 Willow Park
Single storey rear extension and single storey side infill extension Allowed
SE/19/02526 Willowlands, St Michael’s Drive
Demolition of existing double garage. Replacement with construction of a double
garage. Allowed
SE/19/02553 15 The Old Walk
Two storey rear extension and demolition of existing conservatory to be
replaced with single storey extension. Internal alterations and remodelling.
Porch and garage roofs to be replaced with new pitched roofs. Allowed

Rubbish
If you see litter outside your house or elsewhere in the village,
please pick it up don't just leave it for somebody else. Let's try and
make our village litter free

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money.

Alternatively, for £46 a year Sevenoaks District Council will loan you a 240-litre
garden waste wheelie bin. If space is limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre
bin for £31. Contact customer services on 01732 227000 for more details.

Shop Local this Christmas
Please remember your local shops in this festive time of
year. Get presents from our lovely individual village shops,
have your beauty treatments and dine out in our cafes,
restaurant or pubs.  Support your local businesses and
keep them here.

Newsletter deadline
The February issue deadline is Friday 17th January



The Chairman, Parish
Councillors, Clerk and
Assistant Clerk wish you
all a very happy, restful,
and peaceful Christmas
and a Happy New Year.


