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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on Monday 14th

December at 7.30pm and Monday 11th January online

From the Chairman – Mr Nick Rushby
The dominating topic this month is – again – traffic management.  I do not know
how much time the members of the Traffic Management Group have expended on
the project over the past months, but it must be considerable.  We owe them all
a debt of thanks for their hard work.  I know that traffic management has taken
up much of the fifteen hours (or thereabouts) that I spend on Parish Council
matters each week.  As you will see from the piece by Irene Roy later in this
newsletter, we are very close to the end of the design stage and will hopefully
move to the implementation of part of the scheme early in the New Year.  It
would be tempting providence to say that we have reached the beginning of the
end but perhaps it is true that we will have reached the end of the beginning!  The
implementation will be the responsibility of KCC Highways and Amey, their
contractors and the members of the Traffic Management Group can take a well-
earned rest.



This is perhaps the point to recognise the work throughout the year of our clerk,
Sharon Holt and assistant clerk Sue Stephenson.  Together, throughout the
successive lockdowns, they have kept the Parish Office open and continued to
support the work of the Parish Council.  Sharon in particular has devoted a great
deal of time and effort to the Traffic Management Project – as well as all her
other tasks as the Responsible Financial Officer.  If you did not already realise
it, please be aware it is the Clerk who really runs the Parish Office and shoulders
the responsibility for ensuring that we stay within the law and within budget!  And
my thanks too, to my colleagues on the Parish Council.  We have had some robust
discussions during the year but fundamentally we are united in our desire to
support the Otford Residents by delivering what you all want – in so far as it is in
our power to achieve it.
I will write again in the New Year by which time it is just possible that we will
have embarked on the programme of mass vaccination and the end of the lockdown
may be in sight.
It only remains for me to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a less
troubled 2021.  I hope that the pandemic restrictions do not prevent you from
having some safe contact with family and friends – even though that may be
virtual. To quote Abraham Lincoln (who was quoting from an old Persian adage:

“It is said an Eastern monarch once charged his wise men to invent him a
sentence, to be ever in view, and which should be true and appropriate in all
times and situations. They presented him the words: ‘And this, too, shall pass
away.’ How much it expresses! How chastening in the hour of pride! How
consoling in the depths of affliction!”

Stay safe!

Traffic Management - Part Nine
I am delighted to announce that the final plans for the Otford Traffic Calming
scheme are now complete. The KCC notices around the village for the 20mph limits
are part of the final approval process and over the coming weeks KCC Highways
are expected to approve the whole scheme.
Over the last 3 years the Traffic Management Group has extensively consulted
and done everything it could to ensure that the traffic plans reflect the wishes
of the vast majority of residents. The scheme must of course be compliant, safe,
and legal which means that it has not always been possible to deliver some of the
ideas proposed by residents. These limitations have been extremely frustrating
and have meant that in some cases we have not been able to include as many
traffic calming features as we might have all liked, such as more raised speed
tables (flat topped speed humps) or more roads in the 20mph limit. Due to these
challenges all three mini roundabouts have now been eliminated from the scheme.



The informal pedestrian crossing on the High Street and the additional refuge-
island on Station Road were also not permitted.
Despite the above, a great deal has been achieved, and I am sure you will agree
that the scheme will deliver on our core goal of making Otford a safer, cleaner,
and more attractive place to live, work and visit. New measures have also been
added to the plans where possible to replace the mini roundabouts, such as a new
road layout and crossing point at Shoreham Road/Pilgrims Way East junction, and
it has been possible to extend the High Street 20mph limit to include the pond
area and crossing points, and the lower section of Station Road. All no-through
side roads will be included in the 20mph limit, such as Leonard Avenue and Colets
Orchard. Where a 20mph limit has not been possible, traffic calming measures
have been introduced to ensure compliance of the existing 30mph limits. The
traffic calming measures for each road are detailed below.
The final scheme……
High Street 20mph Limit: To start at Rye Lane on Pilgrims Way West and finish
just north of Colet’s Orchard on Station Road, to include 20mph road markings
and signage. This means all pedestrian crossing points around the pond, including
the one on Sevenoaks Road, will be covered by the 20mph limit.
High Street Traffic Calming: To include a raised speed table for the existing
zebra crossing and a footway extension (or buildout) around the Pickmoss step to
create a pinch point with priority for vehicles exiting the village. (Previous pinch
point trials show that congestion was not significantly increased with only a
handful of cars waiting at any one time, including peak hours.) Upgrade to refuge-
island at the pond and a small buildout opposite to create space for pedestrians
between parked vehicles. Improved school safety signage and Keep Clear markings
for the village car park.
Pond: Pond refuges to be upgraded with crossing points to include dropped kerbs
and tactile paving. If funds permit, the pond refuge islands will be refurbished
with block paving and old c1980 signage replaced with 1950’s heritage style
signage.
Station Road: Carriageway width reduction south of Station entrance and
creation of a new verge/planting area to narrow road. Central hatching with red
surface dressing and improved road layout and signage on approach to bend. Lower
section of Station Road to be included in 20mph limit and upgrade to refuge-
island opposite Woodman pub, Keep Clear signage for Russell House School.
Pilgrims Way East (PWE) 20mph Limit: To start at junction with Shoreham Road
and finish at Beechy Lees Road (Otford boundary), this will include Row Dow, up
to St Michael’s school entrance. To include 20mph road markings and signage.
Pilgrims Way East Traffic Calming & Crossing: To include two raised speed
tables, one to the west of Tudor Drive and one at the Row Dow junction. New
informal crossing near junction with Shoreham Road junction to include dropped



kerbs, tactile paving, and extended footway to crossing point. Carriageway white
edge markings and cutting back of verge, overhanging bushes, and trees to
highway boundary.
Pilgrims Way West (PWW): To include two new pedestrian refuge-islands, one
to be located west of Rye Lane and one west of Telston Lane, central red
surfacing and visual carriageway width reduction. Additional planting along grass
bank to restrict forward visibility to 30mph speed limit. Speed limit road
markings and new slow and warning signs on approach to bend. Relocation of
existing village Gateway further west and upgraded with red surfacing and
‘dragons’ teeth’ markings. From Rye Lane Junction to High Street to be included
in 20mph limit, 20mph limit Gateway feature, red surfacing, and improvements to
existing refuge east of Rye Lane.
Shoreham Road: Carriageway width to be narrowed with ‘virtual’ buildouts using
white road markings. Re-alignment of Shoreham Road/Coombe Road kerb line to
edge of slip road at junction with PWE to reduce approach speeds. Improved road
layout and signage on approach to bend. Existing Gateway upgraded with 30mph
road markings and ‘dragons’ teeth, and cutting back of verge, overhanging bushes
and trees to highway boundary.
Sevenoaks Road: Parking along western side of carriageway to be formalised with
parking bays and a ‘bookend’ build-out at southern end, this will include a heritage
style lighting column. New traffic island south side of Bubblestone Road to reduce
road width and white edge lines to visually narrow carriageway, central red
surfacing, and new Gateway feature at start of 30mph limit. Overhanging
vegetation to be cut back on approach to pond.
If you would like to find out more about why certain options are not possible,
please go to the Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk and
select ‘Traffic Management’, or alternatively, contact the Parish Clerk.
First Phase of Implementation…… The first phase of implementation will include
all the High Street proposals, with the 20mph limit from Rye Lane up to Colets
Orchard junction, and the Station Road proposals. The Parish Council and the
Traffic Management Group will now concentrate on raising the remaining funds to
complete the other areas of the Traffic Calming scheme. It is anticipated that
the first phase of construction will be in late January/February 2021. The High
Street scheme alone will take around a week to install.
As with all long-term plans, we have had to make some compromises along the way,
but I wholeheartedly believe that the scheme is the very best that could be
achieved for Otford. The final version of the Traffic Calming scheme is available
on the Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk, select
‘Traffic Management’. For paper copies please contact the Parish Office. If you
would like to comment on the 20mph limits (deadline 7th December) go to:



kccconsultations.inconsult.uk/consult.ti/High_Street_speed_reduction/consulta
tionHome.
Thank you, to those many members of the public who have taken the trouble to
share their views and in so doing contributed to the final outcome, these
contributions have been invaluable. I hope you will join me in thanking the Traffic
Management Group for all their hard work, invaluable guidance, and unstinting
support during this long and arduous process.
On behalf of the team, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.
Cllr Irene Roy
Chairman of the Traffic Management Group

Tree of Light
A short service for the Tree of Light will take place on Friday 11th

December at 7.00pm on the Village Green. Labels for you to write your
message on are available from the Parish Council Office. If you cannot
get into the office during opening hours (8.00am – 12.30pm) then please
phone up and we will write your card for you. Cheques for your donation

need to be made out to Hospice in The Weald. The Tree of Light will remain lit up
until after the New Year.

Otford Parish Council
The Parish Council office will be closed from Monday 21st
December and re-open after the New Year on Monday 4th

January 2021. Full details will be posted on the office window

St Bartholomew’s Church
Silent Auction – Time, Talents, Gifts!

A big thank you to everyone who donated items for our Silent Auction and to
everyone who placed bids.  We had an array of over 90 items in the catalogue
varying from gardening, baking, gift vouchers to actual items to bid on, and we
have received lots of bids from all of you - Thank you!
The last bids had to be in by 24th November 2020 and the Auction is now closed.
We are currently working through the bids to award the item to the highest
bidder and will be in touch shortly.
1-8th December – if you are one of the lucky winners, you will be notified with
details of how to pay via the church office and who to contact to claim your item.
The giver of the item will also be advised how much their item went for and who
will be in contact with them to claim it.    Please note that you have 6 months to
claim your item.



Thank you to everyone for your support with this fund-raising opportunity for St
Bartholomew’s Church – details of how much we raised will be out soon. In the
meantime, if you would like further information or have any questions, please
contact Jo Chandler on 07703 797 039.  Many thanks all.

Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Marketplace
Please have a look at the new website
madeinotford.org
Here you can find lots of items for sale handmade by members of
the congregation of St Bartholomews Church including wood
turning, Christmas gifts, embroidered Christmas cards, Christmas
puddings and other craft items.

Girlguiding Otford Christmas Post 2020
For those of you that don’t know, every year since 1982,
Otford’s Brownies and Guides have run a Christmas Card
Post Box as a service to our community and in doing so
have raised thousands of pounds for local charities. 2020

would have been our 38th consecutive year and we understand that our Christmas
charity post is one of the longest continuous running schemes in the UK.
Sadly, 2020 is an unusual year and to safeguard our Brownies, Guides, Leaders,
parents and helpers, it is not possible for us to run our Post Box service this
Christmas. We hope you understand, and we look forward to receiving your
support again when we resume ‘normal service’ next year.
In the meantime, if you’d like to keep up to date with what we do, please take a
look at the Girlguiding Knole Division Facebook page or follow us on Twitter
@OtfordLittleOwl and @GGKnoleDivision or Instagram @2ndotfordbrownies and
@girlguidingknoledivision. Our thriving Brownie, Guide and Ranger units have still
been meeting ‘virtually’ and if you’d like to join the fun please email
2ndotfordbrownies@gmail.com or register via the main Girlguiding website and
we will be in touch.
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and sending best wishes for 2021

Poppy Appeal
The amount raised by the Poppy Appeal in the village was
£1,884.29. Thank you for supporting the Poppy Appeal. To find out
more about how your donation helps visit rbl.org.uk



Face Coverings
Remember that it is now the law that you must wear a face
covering when going into ALL shops / supermarket also travelling
in England on a bus or coach, train or tram, ferry or hovercraft
or other vessel, aircraft & cable car. Places of worship also
require face coverings.

If you do not wear a face covering, you will be breaking the law and could be fined
£100. A face covering is a covering of any type which covers your nose and mouth.
Also, a face covering is preferable at Stations, ports, and airports and when
travelling in taxis.

Village Churches Christmas Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
Christmas services.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk

Otford Evangelical Church - otfordefc.org.uk

FREE parking to support of our town centres
Sevenoaks District Council has agreed to free parking offers to
support the District’s town centres when we come out of the
national lockdown in the run up to Christmas.
To encourage visitors to stay longer, shop safely and support our

local businesses, the first hour of parking will be free in the majority of the
Council’s short-stay car parks in Sevenoaks and all the Council’s car parks in
Swanley and Westerham for a month after the current lockdown ends, currently
the 2 December.
Visitors will still need to display a parking ticket or register their stay with
MiPermit.
Sevenoaks District Council is also making parking free in all its car parks and on
street across the two weekends before Christmas - Saturday 12 and Sunday 13,
and Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 December.
Visitors will be able to park for up to three hours in the Blighs car park in
Sevenoaks, and longer in other car parks, helping to spread the Christmas cheer
as widely as possible.
There will be no need for drivers to show a pay and display ticket or log their stay
with MiPermit for this offer.
Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of the Council, says: “As we come to the end of a year
no one could have predicted, the importance of December as a trading period for
many of our town centre businesses is more important than ever. These offers
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form part of our overall package of support to reopen our towns safely and
support our local economies”
The Council will continue to patrol its car parks as normal during December to
ensure they operate as smoothly as possible.
For parking locations, visit www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/carparks

Christmas tree recycling
After this year’s festivities have ended, Sevenoaks District Council
can collect and recycle your real Christmas tree for free throughout
January. The Council will collect trees with a trunk of up to 90mm (3.5
inches) in diameter with its Garden Waste Collection Service until the

end of January. Simply leave your tree by the boundary of your property, where
you’d usually put your refuse and recycling sacks, by 7am on the day the Council’s
Garden Waste Collection service visits your road. The good news is that all the
trees will be turned into environmentally friendly compost. For this reason, the
Council cannot take trees that are decorated or in pots or stands. If your tree is
too big for this service, you can take it to one of Kent County Council’s Household
Waste Recycling sites. Call KCC on 03000 417373 for locations and opening times
or visit www.kent.gov.uk.

Christmas Refuse Collections
Monday 21st December – pick up EARLIER on Saturday 19th

December
Tuesday 22nd December - pick up EARLIER on Monday 21st

December
Wednesday 23rd December – pick up EARLIER on Tuesday 22nd December
Thursday 24th December – pick up EARLIER on Wednesday 23rd December
Friday 25th December – pick up EARLIER on Thursday 24th December
Monday 28th December – no change
Tuesday 29th December – no change
Wednesday 30th December – no change
Thursday 31st December – no change
Friday 1st January – pick up LATER on Saturday 2nd January
Monday 4th January – normal service resumes
Please put you black and clear sacks out at 7am

The same dates apply to Green Garden Waste Collections
Please put your Garden Waste sacks out at 6.30am

If you have a Clinical waste collection, including sharps boxes, there will be
changes to your usual days and earlier than usual collections.



 Collections scheduled for Friday 25 and Saturday 26th December will take
place EARLIER on Thursday 24th December

 Collections scheduled for Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd January will take
place EARLIER on Thursday 31st December.

Please put your clinical waste out by 6am on both of these days.

Chemist Rota
Otford Pharmacy will open again on Monday 28th December after
Christmas. For other times the Chemist Rota is normally shown in the
copy of the last Sevenoaks Chronicle issued before Christmas.

Otford Library News
Otford Library has been closed since 23rd March 2020 since
the UK went into lockdown. Whilst Kent County Council fully
understands how important many of its regional services are
to customers across the county including branch libraries, we
have had to take some difficult decisions in order to balance

its budget as it tackles the impact of Covid on its finances.

The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in extra costs this year totaling £96.3million.
Although much of this has been offset by central government grants and
underspends on activities that could not go ahead as planned, KCC still needed to
take action to save £12.8 million over the remainder of the current financial year
to balance its budget. Although KCC would like to reopen all its buildings, it has
made the difficult decision that those libraries, children’s centres and community
learning buildings not yet reopened will remain closed this financial year, to avoid
the considerable costs in making them Covid secure.

This does mean that unfortunately Otford Library will remain closed for the
remainder of the financial year until at least 31st March 2021. With regards to
reopening libraries, we have focused on our busiest and largest libraries, where
we have been able to open these working on ensuring coverage across all 12 Kent
districts. The branches now reopened in the Sevenoaks district are Sevenoaks,
Swanley and The Eden Centre. For more information please telephone 03000 41
31 31 or contact us on one of the addresses below:
sevenoakslibrary@kent.gov.uk

swanleylibrary@kent.gov.uk
edenbridgelibrary@kent.gov.uk



We appreciate that there may be some isolated or lonely people affected by
the branch libraries currently closed. We now have 33 libraries open across
Kent and we will continue to offer the Home Library Service. We also have a
range of digital services available for people who can get online, as well as a
range of social media content. For more information customers can visit
www.kent.gov.uk/libs or telephone our Information Services team on 03000
416438.

Winter Visibility
Please remember to wear something visible /reflective if you are
walking on roads with no pavements in the village for your own safety.
Thank you

Kent Community Foundation Surviving Winter
Campaign

Knock & Check is a campaign to reignite the community
spirit seen during the COVID-19 pandemic and doing
something small to help those most vulnerable during the
winter months.

Small actions could make a big difference:

 Knock on the door to say ‘hello’
 Offer to pick up some food or add something to your online shopping
 Drop off a slice of cake
 Plate up an extra meal
 Share books or magazines
 Volunteer for one of our fantastic organisations in Kent and Medway
 Share details of supporting services

Remember to follow Government guidelines on social distancing to keep
communities safe from COVID-19.

 Keep a 2m distance, staying outdoors at all times
 Wash your hands before and after a visit
 Wear a face mask

To find out more about how you can take part, visit
www.kentcf.org.uk/knockandcheck



Otford Methodist Church First Steps Group
PreCOVID-19 we met on alternate Wednesday mornings. We do
hope to resume in Spring 2021, when we open our doors once again
and resume our get togethers with coffee, biscuits, craft, toys and
storytelling.

The team miss you all and look forward to meeting you soon.

Sevenoaks Coronavirus testing site

A Coronavirus testing site became operational in Sevenoaks on Monday 16
November giving local people the opportunity to seek a test much closer to
home.
Until now, the nearest test centres were in Gatwick, Uckfield, Medway,
Ashford and Bromley meaning residents had to travel a long distance for a
test.
The Sevenoaks test centre, located in our former park and ride site in
Otford Road, provides both drive through and walk in testing and must be
booked in advance through the NHS Test and Trace service.
If you or anyone your know are displaying symptoms of COVID-19 and wish
to book a test, visit www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

NHS Test and Trace scams

The Covid-19 global pandemic has presented fraudsters with new
opportunities to scam people out of their money. Kent Police has been
working with Action Fraud to share their advice around a test and trace
scam which has been reported on a national level.
People should be aware that contact tracers will never ask for payment, ask
for any passwords or pins or request bank account details. If anyone
contacts you asking for this information or wants you to download anything,
hand over control of your PC or even send someone to your home, it is likely
a scam.
The new NHS Covid-19 app is the only official tracing app for England and
Wales. If you are concerned that you may have been targeted please
contact Action Fraud or Kent Police.
Always remember…
Stop - Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money
or information could keep you safe.
Challenge - Could it be fake? It’s ok to reject, refuse or ignore any
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.



Protect - Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a
scam and report it to Action Fraud or call 101.

NHS Trace & Trace App

The NHS Covid-19 app is now available to download. It is
part of the large-scale Coronavirus(COVID-19) testing and
contact tracing programme, NHS Test and Trace. The app
will be used , alongside traditional contact tracing, to
notify users if they come into contact with someone who

later tests positive  for coronavirus.
To download, search for the NHS COVID-19 app from Google Play or The Apple
store
For more information on the app visit www.covid19.nhs.uk

Palace Park Wood – Autumn 2020
Palace Park Wood is a parcel of land owned by Otford
Parish Council and is situated along the Sevenoaks Road
between Beadles garage and the motorway.  It is
adjacent to the Woodland Cemetery and shares the
same car park.
The management of the area has now been taken over by

the Parish Council and we will be working with the North West Kent Countryside
Partnership and Natural England to restore and improve the area, making it a very
pleasant area in which to walk and relax.
This summer, work has been carried out to clear an area around a magnificent
ancient oak tree which was showing signs of stress.  Over the next few years,
further clearance work will take place to gradually increase the open area around
the oak.
Work has also taken place to improve the state of the main paths through the
area, which have been prone to flooding in the winter.  Chipped bark has been laid
down, and many walkers have already commented on the improvement they have
been enjoying. The meadow areas have also been cut.
More recently, work has been carried out to remove 200 trees which were planted
over a main gas pipeline causing concern for the safety of the pipe.
The pond which had become completely overgrown with willow and dried out has
been cleared of vegetation, and work is planned to restore it to its natural state.



In the future, and in partnership with Natural England a second pond is being
planned as a wildlife pond to benefit the Greater Crested newts which are in the
area, as well as other wildlife.
Looking forward this is an exciting project for the whole village, in which the
Parish Council are leading.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Please do not drop litter in your village
Litter does not clean itself away. It can take years to
degrade, causing harm to wildlife and habitats. Food
people drop – whether it is half-eaten burgers, chips or apple
cores - can attract pigeons and vermin such as rats and
DROPPED PPE BE IT GLOVES, MASKS OR WIPES ARE
UNSANITARY AT THE BEST OF TIMES BUT

ESPECIALLY NOW SO PUT THEM IN THE BIN PLEASE. There are numerous
bins in this village please use them and don’t expect someone else to pick up for
you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP
YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Post Office Opening Hours revised hours
The Post Office will be open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to
2.30pm on Saturdays.Thank you to Tina and the girls for their continuing
service. Please remember to wear your face mask.



Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding
areas so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed.
We thank him for all his hard work supporting ours and
other villages most vulnerable residents. Well Done

Otford Village Memorial Hall
Our Village Hall is now re-open for bookings. Social distancing
will obviously be needed, and hand sanitiser has been
provided. Call 01959 525181 or email
ovmh.bookings@otford.net. THE HALL MANAGEMENT
WOULD LIKE TO REMIND YOU THAT AT THIS TIME

FACE MASKS MUST BE WORN IN THE VILLAGE HALL WHEN ATTENDING
AN EVENT (unless exercising or exempt) AND PLEASE USE THE HAND
SANITISER PROVIDED WHEN ENTERING & LEAVING. THANK YOU.

What 3 Words
What3words is now used by 80% of emergency services in
the UK and has helped to locate nearly 4,000 incidents since
it first started being used. The system has given

every3msquare in the world a unique identifier made of 3 words – making the
location of any emergency or incident very easy to describe and share. For
example ///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a precise location on Ben
Nevis where, in February 2020, a group of hikers were rescued. Download the
what3words app onto your phone to be prepared.

Download the NHS OVID-19 app tod
Otford & Kemsing Surgeries – issued by Otford Patient

Participation Group
Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.



Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.
To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm
Social Distancing  rules will be applied

Kent Wildlife Trust – Bring back the Buzz
Why the Wildlife Trusts need us to take action - Few things
conjure up a perfect image of the countryside quite like a bee
buzzing from flower to flower. A butterfly fluttering across a
meadow. A beetle making its way through tall grass. They paint
a wonderful picture, don’t they?

The reality, however, is less than idyllic. Modern living has seen
insect numbers drop at an alarming rate. We risk losing many of them forever.
Life systems depend on insects. Insects make up the majority of our wildlife and
are truly remarkable in the roles they play. Pollinators such as wild bees,
hoverflies and moths are vital for passing on pollen to help our flowers reproduce
and approximately three quarters of the crop types grown by humans rely on
pollination by insects. Insects break down and decompose organic materials. They
turn dead matter and waste into usable forms, like fertile soil for healthy crops.

And let’s not forget that insects are food for many other animals including birds,
bats, reptiles, amphibians, and fish that we love so much as well as being essential
to help feed our growing human population.

Can you help? The Wildlife Trusts need communities and individuals to help them
stop insects from dying out. Two new action guides for communities and individuals
are packed full of information to help us all take practical action in our local
neighbourhood and at home. Just taking a few simple actions can have a big impact
if we all act. Together we can reverse insect loss and help the wildlife that



depends on insects to thrive once more. Want to know more? Sign up for your
free guide here https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/action-insects. You will also
find our report, ‘Reversing the Decline of Insects’, highlighting case studies of
individuals, farmers, communities, landowners and councils that have taken
positive action to help insects. Together we can help these little lifesavers to
thrive.

Wherever you are, there is no excuse for domestic abuse
This is a crime and it can affect anyone. During this COVID-19 pandemic,
limited contact with the outside world may make you or someone you know feel
unsafe, but Kent Police specialist teams are still there to help 24/7 in the same
way they always do.
Kent Police will respond to your call and can arrest anyone committing offences
against you.
In an emergency dial 999 or 101 for non-emergencies. You can also speak to
someone online at www.kent.police.uk
There are other agencies working with Kent Police to support you:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247
Domestic Abuse Support Services in Kent & Medway:
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk
Victim Support
08 08 16 89 111
www.victimsupport.org.uk
Broken Rainbow:
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk
Childline
0800 1111

Other Medical Matters
Sevenoaks Phlebotomy Service

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Sevenoaks Phlebotomy Service is
providing a new 'interim' phlebotomy arrangement. It is a walk-in clinic strictly
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
If you have been issued blood forms recently and have not yet attended, please
call the Surgery on 01959 523929 to book a timed appointment.
A maximum of two patients will only ever be allowed in the Phlebotomy waiting
area and they will be segregated to support the current social distancing rules.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS: please allow at least 72 hours for processing. Please
don't over request your medication as this will be automatically rejected by
GP's. There are letter boxes at both surgeries where you can place your repeat



prescription requests. Alternatively, please use the Contact Form on our website
or order online via Patient Access if you’ve already registered for this service.

ASTHMA PUMPS: if you do not have a recent diagnosis of asthma, please do
not request asthma pumps.

PRIVATE MEDICAL REPORTS: We have suspended acceptance of new
insurance/medical and other such reports. The only exceptions to this will be
forms for Universal Credit/ESA. Reports that have been previously accepted
will be very substantially delayed in the current circumstances. Please do not
contact the surgery to chase us.

ISOLATION NOTICE: If you have self-isolated for 7/14 days you DO NOT
NEED A FIT NOTE from your GP. Please follow the Government advice

BLOOD/XRAY FORMS, REFERRAL PAPERWORK & OTHER FIT NOTES:
Please do not attend to pick up unless told specifically to do so by the GPs. All
essential paperwork will be posted to you.
NHS health advice and information - www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
Government advice and guidance - www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Go-Coach
Instead of the current timetabled bus services, book a Go2
bus within minutes of when you need to travel via the Go2
mobile app, or telephone hotline: 01732 463 964.
Go2 is a demand-responsive bus service. Similar to a taxi,
you can book
your bus ride over the phone or via our app when you’re

ready to travel,
and we’ll aim to pick you up within 30 minutes. Journeys may be shared
with others travelling along a similar route, but detours are minimised. An
estimated journey time will be provided when you book. Buses will only
run when passengers book and when not in use will be parked at set points
around the network waiting for bookings.
How to I book a ride?
If you have a smartphone, download the Go2 app from the App Store or
Google Play store. Create your account after clicking ‘Sign Up.’ Enter your
pickup and drop off addresses in the white bar located at the top of the
screen. You will then be given a pick-up time, estimated drop off time and
the cost of a ride. Once you’ve chosen this option, follow the dotted line in



the app to find your vehicle.
If you do not have a smartphone, please call our support centre at
01732 463 964 to book a ride. When calling, we will give you instructions
on where to wait for your bus and the scheduled arrival time. You will pay
when boarding the bus.
When will buses operate?
Go2 will run between 06:00 and 19.30 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 19:00
Saturday and you can book trips anytime within these operational hours.
We will endeavour to match or reduce your current journey times too.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays.
Where will Go2 buses pick me up?
If using the app, after you book a ride, the app will display the pick-up
location where the vehicle will meet you.

Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council recognise that many residents and local businesses
rely on its services. As the Coronavirus outbreak continues, the Council is putting
its plans into action so it can continue to deliver services to the usual standards
for as long as possible.
The Council is taking action to reduce contact amongst staff to limit the
transmission of virus. Wherever possible, staff are working from home and whole
teams are not working in the same place together.
The means that some Council services are starting a little earlier than usual,
including the Garden Waste collection service. Customers are being asked to put
their garden waste bins and sacks out half an hour earlier, by 6.30am, on their
collection day.
Other services starting earlier include the street sweepers, the fly tipping
response crew and the cesspool emptying team.
The Council’s weekly refuse and recycling collection service is continuing as usual,
however it may be necessary to change routes so collection times may be earlier
or later than residents are used to, therefore it is important that residents put
their sacks out by 7am on their collection day.
Residents can find information, apply for services, make payments and do business
on its website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling 01732 227000.



NEW - Scammers impersonating Internet provders
There have been several reports over the past few weeks
from people being telephoned by scammers (automated calls)
purporting to be from their internet providers. The scammers
are saying that the persons internet will be cut off due to
illegal activity or low activity. They are then directing them
to press the dreaded button 1, where the fraudsters will

either try to obtain personal data or normally request you to allow them access
to your computer by allowing them to download malicious software. This is with
the intention of taking over your system and obtaining access to your online
banking etc when they will then steal your money.
One such call claimed to be from Open Reach and from an address in London. They
were challenged by the person they called, who started asking the scammers
questions, the scammers immediately hung up.
IF YOU RECEIVE ANY OF THESE CALLS, PLEASE HANG UP IMMEDIATELY
AND REPORT IT TO ACTION FRAUD.
Never allow anyone remote access to your computer and never download any
unknown software/apps that allows people access to your system. Remember your
Internet provider will NEVER ask you for remote access to your computer.
If you are unsure and want to contact your service provider, then please call
them via a trusted number. If possible, use an alternative phone than the one
you were called on. If you do not have access to another phone then please allow
time for your line to clear or call a family member or friend to confirm the line
is cleared, as scammers will try to remain on the line.

TAKE 5 TO STOP SCAMS
Scam prevention advice

Telephone scam where someone claiming to work for the
police, hospital, a bank, or other service cold calls and says
they are raising money or require payment for a local cause
or service. Never respond to an unexpected call by giving
away cash, cards, PINs, bank details or personal
information – no matter how tempting or convincing the
caller may seem.
Text scam disguised as an alert from HMRC, offering a

goodwill payment during the current Covid-19 situation if you click on a link and
provide personal and bank details. Never click a link or give out your bank
details or personal information in response to an unsolicited email or text –
no matter how tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Text scam claiming to be from Gov.uk, which says you have been recorded and
fined for leaving your home during an isolation period and asks you to click a link



for more details. Never respond to unexpected emails, click on links or
attachments, or provide bank details or personal information – no matter
how tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Online shopping scam offering protective equipment including face masks, hand
sanitiser and other products which never arrive. Only use reputable websites
that you know and trust, make sure you see a padlock symbol when making
a purchase, and where possible use a credit card which has insurance for
online payments.
Text and email scams claiming to be from HMRC, saying you are eligible for a
tax refund. Never click a link or give out your bank details or personal
information in response to an unsolicited email or text – no matter how
tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Remember:
Never assume or believe a message or offer is genuine – always confirm by a
contacting a trusted number or team like Action Fraud, a family member, friend,
or your bank’s fraud department to check.

Report scams at www.actionfraud.police.uk – and contact your bank’s fraud
team straight away if any money or bank details have been handed over.

Get the latest scam advice by following @KentPoliceECU or @Kent_Police on
twitter.

Contacts
If you are self-isolating, you could contact one of these organisations for
help and support:
Age UK 0800 678 1602 /Asthma UK 0300 222 5800 / BHF 0300 330
3311/Diabetes UK 0345 123 2399 /Mind 0300 123 3393/Scope 0808 800
3333/ The Silver Line 0800 470 8090

For advice and to report issues to KCC Trading Standards contact
Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133
Consumer Advice scams action line on 0808 250 5050
Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Also www.victimsupport.org.uk – Support line - 03003030157

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066



 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe
online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most.

We have now been able to take this a step further, with the introduction of two
changes to our Adviceline telephone advice service:

1. Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a new freephone
number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice.

2. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours to 9am-5pm,
Monday to Friday.

We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free to call and open for longer. We
have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and we believe that these changes
should make it as easy as possible for local people to make that first contact with
us when they are in need of advice and support.

So as of today, our new contact details for anyone seeking advice are:

 Call us for free on 0808 278 7810 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
 Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

The new freephone number replaces our existing Adviceline number (0300 330
9001), however the old number will continue to work and a recorded message will
give people the option to continue with their call or to ring back on the new
freephone number.



Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
New applications
SE/20/02964 Bank Buildings, Station Road
Demolition of existing building. Erection of replacement

building comprising 4x2 bedroom residential units, parking and associated works.
SE/20/02847 10 Rye Lane
Demolition of the existing store. Erection of a two storey side extension, rear
first floor extension, rear ground floor extension, attic conversion, canopy to
the front of the property, landscaping to include new fence and alterations to
the existing doors and windows.
SE/20/03038 Burfield, Pilgrims Way East
Erection of a double storey side extension with a dormer to the rear and
rooflights to the front.
SE/20/03018 Albany, Shoreham Road
Minor material amendment to 19/02083. Removal of condition 5 so as to allow
accommodation within the second floor of the property.
SE/20/03067 Admail 4 International Ltd, Unit 1 Block 7 Vestry Road
Erection of temporary warehouse building.
SE/20/03129 27 Tudor Crescent
Loft conversion with rear dormers and front roof lights, single storey
front/porch extension, rear orangery extension, elevational alteration,
new/enlarged patio area with alterations to fenestration.
SE/20/03115 Longacre, 50A Pilgrims Way East
First floor dormer extension with internal alterations
SE/20/03249 Chalky Ridge, 20, Coombe Road
Proposed kitchen and porch extension and additional dormer
b. Results received
SE/20/02155 Knighton House, 83, Pilgrims Way West
Erection of timber prefabricated single storey granny annexe for ancillary use
to the main dwelling Allowed
SE/20/02213 Palace Park Wood, Sevenoaks Road
Creation of a new 150m2 wildlife pond for Great Crested Newts, under Natural
England’s district level licensing scheme Allowed



SE/20/02357 14 Hopfield Close
Single storey rear extension with internal alterations, roof lights, conversion of
existing garage to habitable space and landscaping. Allowed
SE/20/02477 Pond House, The Green
Removal of condition 8 of 20/01361 (archaeological watching brief) Allowed
SE/20/02477 31 Tudor Crescent
Demolition of the existing conservatory at the rear and construct new single
storey rear extension with a green roof and roof lights Allowed
SE/20/02617 The Stables, Park Farm, High Street
Conversion and extension to existing barn and garage to create ground and first
floor accommodation to form a dwelling and a new garage, associated landscape
works and alterations to fenestration Allowed
SE/20/02754 Pond House, The Green
Proposed removal of sand-cement pointing that is damaging the facing brickwork
and re-pointing of the façade with lime mortar tuck pointing Allowed

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground

Please do not forget to
support all your shops,
restaurant, café, tea rooms on
the High Street and Parade

during these uncertain times and find
those individual and special presents as
Christmas draws near.



And as always thank you so much to
all our wonderful NHS staff and all
key workers who live and work out
there in our communitys n England, and the
NHS Wales Test, Trace, Protect service.

being sent from 26 September

.

The Chairman, Parish Councillors,
Clerk and Assistant Clerk Hope that
everyone has a good a Christmas as
you can and that 2021 turns out to
be a Happy & Healthy New Year


