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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on 11th February
and 11th March in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
We are fortunate in Otford, to live in a community in an
idyllic part of North-West Kent, surrounded by
Metropolitan Green Belt and in an area of outstanding
natural beauty.  A community is a network of social and
economic relationships and the places where those
relationships interact.  In most respects, Otford is a
vibrant community with lots going on where, as you walk
down the High Street, people smile and greet you –

whether or not they are people that you know.

Many of the things that go on in Otford are run by volunteers – from the various
clubs and associations, the Scouts and Guides, through to the Parish Councillors
and the volunteers who serve on the working parties that are discussing
sustainable tourism, traffic management and the forthcoming neighbourhood
plan.  And it is that part of the community that is under threat.

Almost a quarter of the Village population is over 65 (Office of National
Statistics estimate for 2017) and some are starting to retire from their
voluntary work. The 50% aged between 18 and 65 are busy raising families or are
at work and, understandably, have little spare time for volunteering.  But we also
seem to be losing the ethic - the habit - of volunteering.  This was dramatically
illustrated last year when the Otford Players had to disband because of a lack of



volunteers to support their productions.  The Village lost an important society.
Two other specific instances have come to light in the past few weeks.  The
Otford and District Historical Society which plays a vital role in understanding
and conserving our Heritage Village needs a treasurer.  Under the rules of its
constitution, if it cannot appoint a treasurer then it will have to close.  (Contact
Jackie Howe 01959 525434 for more information.)  Equally important is the work
of the Otford Village Fete Committee (Patti Chatterjee, 01959 523559) which is
in urgent need of a secretary and a musical director.
Volunteering is not only a way to give something to your community and to meet
new friends but can also help you to develop new skills.  For example, the project
to conserve the Archbishop’s Palace in Otford will have opportunities for
volunteers to learn about archaeology, botanical surveys and building
conservation.
Think about whether you would like to volunteer, even if it is just for one or two
hours a week and help Otford to maintain and grow our vibrant community.

Traffic Management - Part Four
The six-week public consultation to seek the views of residents

on the traffic management proposals to improve traffic speed and
pedestrian safety issues in Otford is now complete. The results of
the Traffic Questionnaire are now available.
Otford residents have their say…The results show significant
support for slowing traffic speeds in the village with the vast
majority, 87%, agreeing that slowing traffic speed would be

beneficial and 78% of those believing that 20mph is the appropriate speed for
some areas of the proposed zone. As one might have expected there are differing
views about the location of the 20mph limit with, Station Road at 67% and 62%
along Pilgrims Way East, however there is little doubt about the High Street with
87% believing that 20mph is the correct speed. The results for a 20mph limit on
the remaining roads are close with Pilgrims Way West at 47%, Sevenoaks Road
at 42% and Shoreham Road at 39%. The proposed traffic calming measures have
also been popular with 5 out of the 8 measures seeking support by more than 50%
of respondents; the speed tables were the most popular measure at 68%.
Over 51% of Otford households completed the Traffic questionnaire which in
survey terms is extremely high. This robust set of results shows a clear desire
by the overwhelming majority of Otford residents to make the village a safer,
cleaner and more attractive place to live and work and visit.
All shops and businesses took part in the public consultation and it was promoted
through village schools, clubs, societies and social media. The questionnaires
received from this group show the same pattern of results as those for Otford



residents and demonstrate that our proposals have the support from those who
travel frequently to Otford to work, drop off school children or visit.
Safer roads mean more residents will walk and cycle! The questions on walking
and cycling produced some interesting results with 76% of respondents indicating
that they would walk more frequently if they felt safer and 61% that they would
cycle more often if they felt safer on our roads. Based on the numbers who
responded, this could equate to over 500 additional walkers and over 400 cyclists!
If we were to extend this trend across the village and increase the number of
residents using alternative modes of travel, this would create a significant
reduction in the number of short car journeys. These results show that a lack of
perceived safety on our roads is forcing residents to make more short car
journeys and is contributing to the overall problem. It is clear from our findings
that there are substantial societal benefits for all to be gained by improving road
safety.
To view the full set of results and graphs for each road and traffic measure
please visit Otford Parish Council Website at: www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
and select ‘Traffic Management’ or contact the Parish Office for a paper copy or
a copy in an alternative format.
What happens next? At the Parish Council meeting in January Councillors voted
to take the traffic proposals forward and to fund the appointment of a Traffic
Consultant to draw up plans to be presented to Kent Highways. This decision
represents a significant investment and commitment by the Parish Council in the
process to implement the traffic proposals.
And finally, The Public Consultation marks the end of the Traffic Management
Study and the work of the Traffic group. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank them all for their hard work over the last 18 months in both running such a
successful campaign and putting together a set of proposals that were so well
received by the public - I think we must all feel proud of our achievements and
the outcome to date.
I would also like to thank all those members of the public and Councillors who have
contributed along the way and to those of you who have taken the time to share
your views on traffic and the proposals. My thanks also go to the Parish Clerks,
Yvonne’s, Otford Pharmacy, the Post Office and One Stop for kindly becoming
posting stations during the Public Consultation for the Traffic Questionnaires.
Cllr Irene Roy

Otford/Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
We are holding our annual Festive meal on Tuesday 5th February.
Please contact Jane Lawrey via the Parish
Council (clerk@otfordpc.co.uk) for further details.



Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and
12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813
713366.

Donations
The total amount of donations for Hospice in The Weald received at the

OPC office for the tree of light at Otford was £754 and the total
amount of donations raised in Otford for the Royal British Legion
Poppy appeal was £1,423.54. Thank you for your generous support.

Fair Feast 2019 – Shrove Tuesday 5th March
Fair Feast is held at Otford Methodist Church between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm and it consists of pancakes and other refreshments
and a quiz, with prizes for those on the winning table. Admission
is by ticket (£7, students £3.50). All ticket receipts and any
donations are given through All We Can, the Methodist relief

fund, to support work in an area of great need. In 2017 it was help for the Syrian
refugees living in a camp in Jordan, this year it was support for the Rohingya
people, refugees in Bangladesh. All We Can suggest that next year all receipts be
given simply for the relief of refugees, according to needs at the time. Tickets
or tables (8 people) may be reserved now, simply by calling Glen Cable on 01732
457842, but payment need not be made until the night.

Otford Village Fete - Monday 27th May
For our annual village fete the Committee decided that we
should commemorate one of the most iconic moments in modern
history, the 50th anniversary, on July 20th, 1969, when Apollo
11 landed on the Moon. As Commander Neil Armstrong, the first
person to walk where no man has gone before, famously said
“one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”. It is also

worth remembering that Otford has it’s very own, and the world’s largest, scale
model of the Solar System, designed to show the exact position of the planets
orbiting the sun as they were configured at the dawn of the new millennium.
However, this year we do need to reach out to residents for help as two of our
committee members have stepped down and we now desperately need to recruit
a Secretary and, equally important, a Music Director. We currently have a small
committee of very dedicated individuals, but these two roles must be filled if we
are to function effectively.



We have monthly evening meetings during the year and the roles are interesting
but without this support there is a danger that the village fete, which has been
held in Otford for more than 75 years, will not continue.
Please think about this as it would be sad to lose this annual event that gives so
much pleasure to so many people. It is also worth remembering that a proportion
of the money raised at the fete goes towards helping many local and deserving
causes. You can find out more by visiting our website www.otfordvillagefete.org.uk
For more information about these two roles please email
patty.chatterjee@me.com

Design a logo to be used at this year’s Otford Village Fete
We have been fortunate, in the past few years, of having a pupil at one of our
village schools design the logo to be used to advertise the annual village fete.
However, the competition is also open to adults with a £30 gift voucher for the
winner. This year’s theme is entitled ‘Man in Space’ and reflects the 50th
anniversary of Apollo 11’s landing on the Moon in June 1969. Details and the entry
form can be found on the fete’s website www.otfordvillagefete.org.uk
Closing date for entries is Friday 22 February.

Otford Oast WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st February at 9.30am in Otford
Village Memorial Hall when Janet Tandy will be talking about ‘Overcoming the
fear of Dogs’. New members are very welcome. The first meeting is free. For
more information please e-mail otfordoastwi@mail.com.

Otford Evening WI
The next meeting is on Thursday 14th February at 7.30pm in the Club Room when
they will be holding a ‘Quiz Night’ to help get those little grey cells working.
Visitors are very welcome to join us and if more information is needed, please
contact our President on 01959 524831.

Otford Library News
A big thank you to all who came to the library ‘ Community Fun
day’ on December 15th. The craft activities, story time and carol
singing were enjoyed by everyone. I would like to give special
thanks to all the volunteers who helped on the day, to Clive

Southgate and Marianne Bradnock for organising the carol singing and for the all
choir members who sang so beautifully ! I am delighted to welcome Kathryn and
her daughter Poppy as two new volunteers to the library. They will be running



craft events at the library geared for primary school aged children. The first
one will be on Saturday 2nd February between 10.30am-12.00pm and has a
Chinese New Year theme. Please do drop in or contact Otford library if you would
like more details.’’

IT help is available on Tuesdays 10.00am-12.00pm and Saturdays 10.00-12.00pm.
It is essential to make an advance booking for this either by phoning 03000 41
31 31 and asking to be put through to Otford library or by coming into the
library to book an appointment. The library has free public Wi-Fi. Alternatively,
customers are welcome to use one of the public computers. There is no charge
for this service.

 Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a
free activity.

 Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the
library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some
new faces.

 Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the
year. No need to book and this is a free activity.

Guide Christmas Post Box
Otford Brownies and Guides would like to thank everyone who
supported their Christmas Post Service in December.  This was the
36th consecutive year of running the post and the fantastic sum of
£427.25 was raised from the sale of stamps. This year the money
has been divided between Sevenoaks Community First Responders

and Embrace Ability. Thanks must also go to Lorraine in Otford library and Sue
in the Parish Office who sell the stamps for us and Gerry and Craig who print our
stamps and posters.

Office Volunteers for Hospices of Hope
Hospices of Hope is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help
with administrative tasks in its office in the High Street in
Otford. Volunteering for Hospices of Hope will give you the
opportunity to gain new skills, meet new people and have fun whilst
helping to provide specialist hospice care for vulnerable people
across South Eastern Europe. Whether you want to work

occasionally, for a few hours a week or even once a month we can find a role that
will suit your skills and availability! For more information, contact us on 01959
525110 or email office@hospicesofhope.co.uk

Girlguiding  2nd Otford Brownies is an operating name of The Guide Association



Do you know someone who could inspire and
empower the next generation of girls and young

women?
We have hundreds of girls waiting to join our units locally

and would love to let more girls experience the fun and adventure of Girlguiding
but can only do this with more volunteers. We have a variety of volunteer roles
available now, some working directly with girls in units and others in admin roles.
Come and join us and #InspireGirls Register here
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-
interest/ If you have any questions or would like more information please email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com

Sevenoaks Embroiderer’s Guild
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 23rd February in
Otford Village Memorial Hall The meetings start at 10am and
2pm and end with tea and cakes at about 4pm. For further
information please contact Sylvia Grafton on 01732 452117.

Otford & District Historical Society
The next meeting of the 2018/19 Winter programme will be on
Wednesday 20th February at 8pm, refreshments served from
7.30pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall. The talk by Fred
Lemont will be about ‘The Chocolate Quakers : Cadbury –
Rowntrees’. Adult subscription is £10. No charge for under 16’s
and visitors are welcome at £3 per meeting.

Come & Play
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They
meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to 11.15am.
They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their grown-ups to
join them for lots of fun play activities, including painting, playdough,
trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and construction. Please contact Elaine

at otfordefc@gmail.com www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035

The Kent Food Trails
We want to inspire you with the amazing food and drink of Kent.
From products grown here for hundreds of years to 21st century
innovations, food and drink has shaped the landscape of our
wonderful county and we want to encourage you to explore all it has



to offer. Use it to guide you through what to do, where to eat and stay so you can
make the most of the Garden of England.
The website (www.kentfoodtrails.co.uk) will allow you to create trails through
Kent. Choose a place to start, see what else is nearby and create a day to
remember. Or perhaps you would prefer to take a trail we have curated for you.
Too much to do in a day? Then why not stay overnight in one of the many camping,
glamping, B&B, treehouses, shepherds huts or boutique hotels! We want you to

explore, eat and enjoy. You can also find six bite sized guides to
some of our most iconic products – explore the history and more
importantly the future of these vital parts of our agricultural
landscape. All the businesses involved are united by the pride and
passion they have for what they grow, make, sell and serve. Local
businesses that are at the heart of our communities and economy –
Keep it Kentish and support your local producers.

If you are inspired to find out more about buying local, then you can visit
www.producedinkent.co.uk.

Cheeki Monkeys Baby & Children’s Markets
The next market is on Saturday 2nd March between
10.00am - 12.00 noon and then the following one on is
Saturday 11th May same time both at Otford Village
Memorial Hall.
Entry for shoppers is £1 for adults and kids go free
There will be hundreds of preloved baby/child related items
on sale at bargain prices as well as family focused craft and

business stalls. Refreshments will be on sale too. There are some stalls still
available for anyone who wishes to have a clear out of their unwanted and
unused children's goods. Preloved stalls cost £12 and can be booked via our
website www.cheekimonkeys.co.uk
More information can be found on our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/cheekimonkeyssevenoaks or by emailing
charlene1.cheekimonkeys@gmail.com

Otford Gardeners’ Society
The new gardening year for Otford Gardeners' Society kicks off
with a Buffet Supper Evening on Tuesday 5th February at 8pm.
It is an informal gathering in the Otford Village Memorial Hall,
and everybody is welcome to join us and see what we have in store
for the coming year. More details from secretary Janet Finney

01959 523760 or email gardeners@otford.net



Then on Tuesday 5th March Steve Edney is the first speaker for Otford
Gardeners' Society this year. His subject is 'The Restoration of the Salutation
Gardens'. He is Head Gardener at these marvellous gardens in Sandwich and has
been involved in the restoration project from the beginning. Steve is also an
accomplished broadcaster, grower and Chelsea exhibitor. The talk takes place in
Otford Village Hall on Tuesday 5th March at 8pm. Everybody is welcome. For more
details, contact the secretary Janet Finney on 01959 523760 or email
gardeners@otford.net

First Steps
First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This
lively group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased
to welcome new members.
It is run by the Methodist and St Bartholomew’s Church and includes

the opportunity for a chat, refreshment and, also a short bible story, with
singing and craft activities for the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on
alternate Wednesdays during term time only. The next meetings will take place
on 6th February and 27th February Contact Hazel Terry on 01959 523047 for
more details.

The Arts Society Knole
The Arts Society Knole meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at
the Sevenoaks Community Centre, Bat & Ball. The lectures start
promptly at 1.45 pm and finish by 3 pm. The next lecture is on

Thursday 21st February when Brian Slater will talk about ‘Women behind the
lens – Outstanding women photographers and their contribution to the art of
photography’. The work of women photographers has often been unfairly
neglected. This lecture examines the contribution of three outstanding British
practitioners; Julia Margaret Cameron, a Victorian pioneer; Jane Brown, a
brilliant portraitist and fay Godwin who excelled in landscape photography. The
works of two Americans, Dorothea Lange and Annie Leibovitz are also explored.
For further information please see the website www.theartsscocietyknole.org.uk.

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
The next surgery will take place on and Tuesday 5th February
between 10am and 12 noon. To book an appointment at this outreach
please ring the office admin number 01732 454443. Drop in
appointments may be available on the day. For telephone advice

please ring 0300 330 9001.

This Photo



Calling all yarn lovers
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’ is in
conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place
for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one
another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or
weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and
knowledge; and to find help and support when your project
just isn’t going right! We meet on the fourth Tuesday of

the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The Woodman PH, Otford and the
second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am to 11am at the Hospice of
Hope Tea Rooms, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You don’t need
to book; there are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase a hot or
cold drink at the venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine and Elaine.

Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children
At Stagecoach Otford, we provide high quality part-time
training in the Performing Arts for children aged 4 - 18 years.
Our aim is to nurture and develop young potential through
singing, acting and dance classes for children - stretching

young imaginations, building confidence and life skills whilst also having fun
through all the three disciplines.
Our Principal, Lauren, has a background as a professional Singer, Guest
Entertainer and Music teacher, and brings with her a wealth of knowledge and
experience that she aims to instil into the school and students.
At Stagecoach Otford we are open every Saturday during school term time with
holiday workshops during the school holidays.
Come and see what we're up to this term by contacting us today!
Phone: 01732 430 387
Website: https://www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OtfordStagecoach/
Email: otford@stagecoach.co.uk

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford
Methodist Church Hall. Two one hourly sessions are held on Thursdays – the first
class at 2.00pm is for the less able participant with many exercises done sitting
in a chair – the second class at 3.00pm is for the more able. The instructor is a
qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £4 is made which includes tea and
biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is
jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.



RSPB Sevenoaks Local Group
The next meeting of 2019 will be on Thursday 7th February at

7.45pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall when Brian Nobbs will talk
about ‘Gardening for Wildlife’. Gardens can be mini nature reserves.
Demonstrating ways to encourage a range of wildlife into the

garden, Brian will show you the secrets of his own garden, planted for all year-
round interest to both its owners and wildlife! Birds, butterflies, bees and
mammals caught on camera. Group members £2.50, non-members £3.50.
Telephone 01959 563530 for more details.

Volunteer Drivers
Do you own a car? Could you take an elderly/disabled
person to a medical appointment or shopping just once a
week? Dial 2 Drive need volunteer drivers to cope with

the increasing number of passengers who wish to use this service. The role is
flexible could be once a month or daily depending on the time the driver can offer.
Please contact them on 0300 777 1200 or driving@imago.community if you would
like to help.

Planning
The following applications have been considered by the Parish
Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732 227000.
a. New applications

SE/18/03302 The Ridgeway, Pilgrims Way East
New driveway
SE/18/03398 29, Hillydeal Road
Minor material amendment to SE18/01912. General alterations to fenestration
of approved dwelling
SE/18/03493 27 Hillydeal Road
Part single, part two storey rear extension including Juliet balcony and
rooflights. Alterations to fenestration and front porch.
SE/18/03522 The Crown PH, 10, High Street
Change of use of the ground floor (Class A4) to an office and shop facility for a
care provider (Use Class A1 and B1.
SE/18/03586 Land adjoining Ryecroft, Rye Lane
Demolition of existing buildings and the construction of 3 new detached four-
bedroom dwellings with integral garages.
SE/18/03580 The Bull PH, 17, High Street
Proposed internal alterations to public house with new floor finishes, new stud
partitions and wall configuration.



SE/18/03531 Christiania, 28, Greenhill Road
Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with
attached garage, alterations to access, landscaping works.
SE/18/03712 The Bull PH, 17, High Street
Installation of replacement illuminated and non-illuminated signs to the exterior
of the building.
SE/18/03733 Strath Darent House, Shoreham Road
Minor Material amendment to 18/02371
SE/18/03674 27 Broughton Road
Rear conservatory
b.Results Received
SE/18/03040 83, Pilgrims Way West
Erection of detached dwelling with new access and associated parking.
Demolition of existing shed and side extension. Allowed
SE/18/03080 7, Warham Road
Demolition of existing garage. Erection of single storey side extension with
modifications to roofline over existing utility area. New boundary fence and
front gate. Allowed
SE/18/03061/2 Heriots Croft, Twitton Lane
Construction of new dormer window to rear elevation Refused
SE/18/03146 Albany, Shoreham Road
Extension to the side and rear and to first floor, enlargement of driveway and
patio. Demolition of side extension. Allowed
SE/18/03100 Fairacre Wood, Shoreham Road
Replacement dwelling. Formation of new site access. Allowed

Newsletter deadline
The March issue deadline is Friday 15th February

Happy Valentines

Please remember don’t bother taking that trip to Bluewater, get
that special present for your loved one from our lovely individual
village shops and dine out in our restaurant or pubs.  Please support

your local businesses.


