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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on Monday 8th

February and Monday 8th March

From the Chairman – Mr Nick Rushby
Three topics have dominated the Council’s deliberations of the past two months:
traffic calming, ash die-back, and the budget for 2021-22.

Later in this newsletter, Rod Shelton on behalf of the newly-
reformed Otford Society, sets out the vision for the heart
of the Village with its 20mph speed limit.  This is the vision
that the Parish Council is working towards – but there is still
a good way to go.  As I reported in the last newsletter; the
design work is effectively completed; the issue now is finding
the funds to implement the vision.  The cost of the design
was considerably greater than originally anticipated and has

depleted the Council’s funds.  So, the implementation is largely dependent on our
limited Community Infrastructure Levy and external funding.  This means that
that the work must be spread over a number of years.  The decision on what parts
of the scheme can be achieved in the short term is being delayed because we have
not (at the time of writing – 19th January 2021) received the construction



estimates from KCC’s contractor, Amey.  There are also some contractual issues
that have to be resolved.  We hope that, based on these estimates, we will have
sufficient funds to be able to carry out the work on the High Street and, possibly,
Station Road.  However, if this work cannot be completed by the end of March,
we would lose a substantial grant from KCC and so, if the delay goes on much
longer, we will have to rethink our plans.  In order to avoid any delays, the Council
may hold an extraordinary meeting in January to make its decision.  An application
for further funding has been made to Sevenoaks District Council, and if this is
successful, then it will make it possible to implement the scheme in some more
roads over the next three years.  More funding is being sought.

There is a significant number of ash trees in the Chalk Pit
area and many of these are showing symptoms of ash die-
back.  Brian Thomas is working through the area and has
identified over a hundred trees that are problematic and will
need attention over the next three or four years. Some trees
will require the removal of individual branches: in other cases,
it will be necessary to take the whole tree down.  Some of the

trees are in ‘difficult’ locations and the work will be expensive.  It is too soon to
know just how expensive, but the bill could easily exceed £50,000. Given that the
Parish Council leases the Chalk Pit from SDC, the financial burden is likely fall on
us and we are in negotiations with SDC to see what part of the cost they may be
prepared to take.  Although the costs can be spread over a period of some years,
it will be a significant drain on the Council’s funds.

All of this has to be paid for!  The Parish Council has a legal
duty to balance its books. Our clerk, Sharon Holt (who is also
our financial officer), has worked hard to minimise the impact
by moving money from various reserve funds into Traffic
Management, but the time has come when these reserves
must be replenished. The Council has therefore decided to

increase the precept (our part of your council tax) by an amount that will add
about £18 per year to a Band D property.  (Those in the higher bands will pay
more than this.)  We believe that this is the minimum necessary for the Council
to balance its books.  A consequence of keeping the increase to this level is that
the Council will not be able to undertake any new significant capital projects for
the foreseeable future.  There will be no funding for cycle paths, footpaths, the
proposed extension to the paths in the cemetery unless we can find external
grants that do not require the Council to match the funds from its own resources.

Stay safe! - Nick Rushby Chairman  (nick.rushby@btinternet.com)



The Otford Village Voice

STRONGER TOGETHER
WE’RE BACK – Re-formed, re-generated.
What’s next?
20mph OR NOT– two years later is anything
happening?
A BRIDGE TOO FAR– the bridge Otford
doesn’t want.

Otford Society  Newsheet - a Message from your Chairman
Due to the present lock-down, the Otford Society are not able to deliver, as
planned, our first Otford Village Voice to your doorstep.  The Parish Council
have generously offered us space in this Parish newsletter to get it to you and
give you some idea of what the Otford Society are doing. So, a big thank you to
Sue and all our councillors for making this ‘jumbo edition’ of the newsletter
possible. I should emphasise that the views expressed in The Village Voice are
those of the Otford Society and NOT those of the parish council.
As this is our first issue, I felt I should introduce myself to you. I’m Rod Shelton.
I have lived in the village for some twenty-five plus years now, just opposite The
Crown, and I am your new chairman. I had not planned to lead a re-invigorated
Otford Society at all, but it appears, with the difficulties that now face us, that
our common concerns may be better shared though a strong, community society
like this. So, in the months ahead we will do our best to keep you informed, but
we must know who you are. With our limited funds, we cannot manage to print
paper copies of our newsletter, so it is imperative that you allow us to contact
you by email in future. On the clear understanding that your information will not
be shared by a third party, please send us your name,
address and email and we will keep in touch with you. Contact:
enquiries@otfordsociety.org.uk



Of course, this was not the sort of introduction I had planned to write but with
the step-change in the virus, events seem to have overtaken us, don’t they?
The new year ahead will be a challenge for all of us but, with help, as a community
we will get through this awful stage and move on.
As you will read in this issue, we are already engaged in a number of schemes
for the months ahead.
For a moment though, may I share with you the principles of what we believe
the Otford Society is for:
• To promote the welfare, the happiness and the harmony of our community
• To help preserve the fabric of our heritage buildings
• To maintain and retain the individuality of our village and its countryside
• To protect our countryside from unwanted or insensitive development
• To support retail, hospitality and micro-businesses operating within the village
Not a bad set of objectives really. We’ll do our bit, but we need your support
too. We know this will be a difficult year for all of us. But we will get through it
and, so long as we are prepared to offer a helping hand to our neighbours,
then every time we do, our community grows stronger. So, stay safe, God
bless and have a well-earned New Year.
Rod Shelton.

What’s Happening about 20 mph?
Well, it’s been almost two and a half years of discussion and planning but
finally, this month, the ‘20s Plenty!’ scheme will be off the ground. So, what
roads will be covered?
Station Road from Colet’s Orchard; the whole of the Green and Pond; the whole
of the High Street, then across both bridges as far as the junction with Rye Lane.
This is Phase One of the plan. A whole lot of other ‘traffic calming measures’ have
been proposed and approved by Kent County Council for our adjoining roads as
well. These form separate parts of the overall plan and will take place once parish
funds become available. So, what will we be getting in phase one? The pedestrian
refuge (outside the Pharmacy) will be made safer for pedestrians with dropped
kerbs and a broader refuge. White lines will also ensure traffic approaching from
the High Street and wishing to turn right around the pond at this point, no longer
continues to block the entrance to Station Road. Similarly, dropped kerbs and
clear crossing points to the other refuge opposite the Crown will also make this
much used crossing safer. As traffic approaches the pedestrian crossing before
the school, a clearly marked street-wide ‘platform’ is being introduced so that
the busy pedestrian crossing itself is clearly defined in the centre of this raised
traffic-slowing device. The old problem of the ‘Pickmoss Step’ has finally been
resolved at last. A broader pavement will be introduced around the step so that
mother’s with buggies, wheel-chair users and children on bikes can pass in safety.



The ‘chicane’ this creates will slow traffic just as it prepares to accelerate out
of the village. Having passed Darent Bridge, given the breadth of the road at this
point, traffic often begins to accelerate. Now cross-hatching is being introduced
which will narrow the bottom of Pilgrims Way West to prevent this tendency.
There are a number of other measures, like the ‘No Stopping’ instructions
fronting the car park entrance to ensure a free flow of vehicles, and a
simplification of excessive signage. Though even traffic in a 20mph area may
travel at 23mph, at this speed the likelihood for serious injury is massively
reduced from 34mph and there is much more time to stop. Traffic may not keep
to 20mph but it WILL be significantly slower than it is at present... and we will
all be safer for it !

A bridge too far! – The Bridge Otford Doesn’t Want
We all know the level crossing just south of Otford Station that joins the
footpath between Well Road and Tudor Drive. It’s a much used path to the station
and village for people who live on the eastern side of the railway line.
This foot crossing has served the community since 1862. There has not been a
single fatality or serious accident on it in over 158 years! Yet Network Rail is
seeking to replace it with a footbridge. No... not a tidy little footbridge that you
might find on a Hornby Double-O train set, but a massive 36ft high bridge
constructed to accommodate gantries carrying overhead power cables beneath
its walk-way. A slip or trip on the bridge’s 64 steps is all too easy to imagine...
especially in bad weather ! Incredibly, neither Network Rail, nor anyone else, will
be responsibility for keeping the bridge safe and clear of wet leaves, ice and snow.
National statistics for trips and falls from steps suggest the rail bridge
represents a far greater risk of accidents happening than the foot crossing which
it seeks to replace. Those who will be particularly vulnerable are parents with
young children and older residents. A third of Otford’s population is over 65 and,
as we grow older, this formidable structure will become more and more of an
‘uphill’ challenge to cross. Of course, you can avoid the 64 steps by taking the
longer route all the way round past the Scout Hut and down Station Road, avoiding
speeding traffic as you try to cross. It's a much longer route to the village and
we all know how dangerous the main road can be! The Otford Society stood against
the bridge proposal in March 2017. At that hearing adjudicators from Kent
County Council supported Otford’s concerns about safety and inconvenience and
threw out Network Rail’s appeal with a unanimous 5-0 verdict, yet now (seemingly
to try and wear us all down) they have appealed again. We need as much support
as possible to oppose Network Rail’s plan. So please email or write expressing your
concern to Yvonne Oddy at The Planning Inspectorate, Rights of Way Section,
Room 3/A Eagle Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol,
BS1 6PN.



Email: yvonne.oddy@planninginspectorare.gov.uk
Please quote reference number ROW/3201659 (deadline 24th February).
If you would like further information, please contact councillor Philip Clucas on
philip.clucas@otford.net

Cycling Down The Valley
We are all aware, particularly those with children, how dangerous it has become
to cycle on our roads. So, Simon Featherstone and Graham Bignall have been
surveying the Darent Valley Path from Otford to Farningham to assess how much
of it might be used safely by family cyclists. They are liaising with The Darent
Valley Landscape Partnership, who have already carried out some excellent
preparatory work. Obviously, the route must be safe and not interfere with
pedestrians enjoying the experience, so it requires a bit of planning as well as a
bit of alternative routing. The team are drawing up maps and have a list of
proposals so we hope this is a project which will gain a successful ‘tick’ this year.
Meanwhile, the two are also assessing alternative ‘safe’ cycle routes to access
Sevenoaks as well as looking at ways to make our village more “cycle friendly”.
Through the encouragement of more ‘everyday cycling’ we can ease traffic
congestion and reduce pressure on the limited village parking facilities. So, even
if you’re not a cyclist yourself, there can be clear benefits for everyone. If you
feel you can usefully participate in this scheme, contact us on
enquiries@otfordsociety.org.uk

Step Back To The ‘60s
Almost without notice, our road signage has changed radically over the years.
Not only does there seem to be more of it but it has become more intrusive
and certainly, bigger. Well, the Traffic Management Group, (OPC) supported by
the Otford Society, have tried to do something about it. Around the pond, it is
now our hope that all those big road signs will shortly get replaced by the old
‘50s/’60s style striped finger posts, so familiar to many of us. It should bring
back a sense of the ‘old village pond’ and the days when there was considerably
less traffic on our roads. We have tracked down a foundry in Derbyshire who still
produce traditional signs and fingerposts. What’s more the Parish Council have
gained the support of KCC Highways. The Parish Council along with a generous
donation from the Otford Fete Committee, have made this financially possible
for us, so thank you. Let’s hope it will bring back a warm pleasure of times-past
to all our members.

‘Winter in Otford’ a Photographic Competition
We are launching a competition to encourage budding local photographers.



Entries should feature Otford landscapes, landmarks, wildlife or local buildings,
with a focus on the theme ‘Winter’. Why? Because at each quarterly edition, we
aim to launch another competition building a great portfolio of pictures which
celebrate Otford through the seasons. The competition is open to all Otford
residents irrespective of age. Anyone can take part so long as you live in Otford,
and there will be a winner’s prize each quarter. Your image does not even have to
be taken this year. We will accept older photographs provided they meet the
criteria specified. Just one digital entry per person and your piece of work must
be submitted to us by 28th February 2021. Initial judging will be done during
March by the Otford Society Committee. The best five entries will then appear
in the Otford Village Voice. Then it will be up to all of you to choose a winner from
the short list. To find out details of how to submit your entry, go to
www.otfordsociety.org.uk or
our Facebook page on www.facebook.com/otfordsociety
C’mon let’s see that talent of yours. Any more questions, contact us on
enquiries@otfordsociety.org.uk

Christmas Tree Prizes!
Your committee thought, things couldn’t get much worse this year so at least
we’ll cheer everyone up. We bought Christmas trees for all the shops. It seems
to have done the trick. And judging by the number of youngsters who took part
in the Snow Dome Trail, that proved a success as well. We promised prizes for
shops that dressed their Christmas tree – but of course, being in lock-down no
one was there to receive them. Don’t worry they are all safe. Who got them?
The Otford Barber – for exuberance; Denise Flowers – for originality; Vitality –
for topicality; and Otford Dry Cleaners – for just fun! So thanks retailers all,
for helping to make it a special Christmas this year. We were all winners. If
prize winners would like to contact Rod on 01959 523371, I’ll be happy to pop
over and give them their prize.

Starting Out On Your Own?
It’s been a difficult year for so many of us. What lies ahead may be an even
greater worry. That’s why many are now considering forming their own companies
and making a go of it from home.  As part of our remit to help and support those
setting up their own companies or micro-business, we are launching our Enterprise
Otford Scheme.  As your Village Society, we want to be able to do as much as we
can to help you move ahead with your plans.  We recognise that starting out can
be a pretty scary business. (Many of us have been there too.) The objective is to
be able to offer support to all those who want to take the plunge and set up their
own company. We will create a local hub where we can continue to provide you
access to help and advice. To create such a local hub we need to know a little



about you as well.  All your information will be entirely secure and would under no
circumstance be passed to a third party. We simply ask that that you provide us
with your name, contact email and a telephone number and give us a brief resume
of the subject in which you plan to operate. We aim to steadily build up not only
a useful information centre, but an enterprise hub to help everyone who is
starting out on their own in Otford.  Please get in touch

Welcome To Otford Enterprise

We have formed a liaison with the Centre for Micro-business, an experienced
operation designed to help those who want to start up their own company or who
want the best advice on running it efficiently.   The Centre has long experience
at providing exactly the sort of information you will need if you are a ‘first-timer’
at running your own operation and it need not cost you a penny.  There are so many
aspects to running even a small business, from advice for setting up accounts to
developing routes to market. The Centre are funded by the West Kent
Partnership and supported by SDC. It is an incredible opportunity to help get you
started. They can provide you with a one-to-one on-line session for an hour-per-
person, all completely free. You can find out more through
http://ncmb.co.uk/#wkp If you would like to take part, contact their email at
info@ncmb.co.uk We are also linking with the SDC Economic Development Dept
to keep abreast of other opportunities for you. As your community Society, we
believe it is one way we can be of positive help to many in Otford who look for a
more optimistic future.

This is important
As you can see, the re-formed Otford Society is already active on a number of
fronts. Our primary aim is to make this village a better place in which to live and
all our activities are directed toward this. We represent everyone who lives within
our parish boundary. But we need to know who you are! . Giving us your email does
not commit you to anything and you can instruct us to cancel it at any time. If,
though, we can get in contact with you it means we can pass on an urgent message
or inform you on a matter which may affect you. (Not Spam!) But we cannot do it



unless we have your details.  Your data will always be secure and never passed to
a third party.
This is important: Email us on enquiries@otfordsociety.org.uk.  or drop us a line
to Otford Society: The Corner House, The Green, Otford TN14 5PE. If you have
a neighbour who does not use email, perhaps you could print out any important
material and then pass it on to them. Thanks

Patient Participation Group - Covid -19 - Vaccination Status
Update
We are pleased to confirm the vaccination process has commenced and is going
very well. The Primary Care Network (PCN) is following national guidance for
order of vaccination priority and to-date approximately 5000 have been
completed for the top 2 priority categories i.e.

1. Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers
1. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care

workers
To re-iterate, you do not need to contact the Surgery about vaccinations as you
will receive an invitation either by telephone, e-mail, or letter. However, it is a
huge task so please be patient you will receive your invitation. OMP phone lines
are very busy and the Practice would appreciate our support to keep phone lines
open for people needing to make appointments for other health issues.
As we reported in previous Newsletters all OMP patient vaccinations were
initially planned to be completed at the Sevenoaks Medical Centre (by NHS
mandate) -see patient experience e-mail below. As vaccine supplies have
increased mega centres have been opened at the Excel Centre and Epsom
Racecourse and some OMP patients have already attended these centres with
good reports.
If you require transport assistance to get to your vaccination you can request

help from Sevenoaks Council (it will be via the NHS responder service) by
phoning 01732 227000 and asking the contact centre for help or using the link
below:-
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20026/your_community/514/request_help
The Primary Care Network (PCN) is following national guidance for order of
vaccination priority i.e.:
1. Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers
2. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care
workers
3. All those 75 years of age and over



4. All those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable
individuals
5. All those 65 years of age and over
6. All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions
which put them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality
7. All those 60 years of age and over
8. All those 55 years of age and over
9. All those 50 years of age and over
The PCN started vaccinating Otford's over 80 years of age on Saturday 9
January.

Coronavirus Vaccine Scams Warning
Action Fraud is warning the public to remain vigilant as criminals begin to take
advantage of the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccine to commit fraud. As of 7th

January, Action Fraud, the national reporting centre for fraud and cyber crime
had received 57 reports in relation to the COVID-19 vaccine.
Remember the vaccine is ONLY available on the NHS and is FREE OF CHARGE..
The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card details.

The NHS will never ask you for your PIN or banking password.

The NHS will never arrive unannounced to your home to administer the vaccine.

The NHS will never ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal
documents such as your passport, driving licence, bills or pay slips.

If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up.

If you are suspicious about an email you have received, forward it to
report@phishing.gov.uk.

Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to the number 7726, which is
free of charge.

If you believe you are the victim of a fraud, please report this to Action Fraud
as soon as possible by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting
www.actionfraud.police.uk.

World Thinking Day 2021 – ‘Ripples of Peace’ pebbles
Girl Guides around the world have celebrated World
Thinking Day on 22nd February annually since 1926. It is a
day to connect with our worldwide sisters and enjoy being
one of the 10 million global members of the World
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.



The WAGGGS theme for World Thinking Day this year is Peace. Please join us,
particularly if you are a current or former member of Girlguiding, and our Guiding
sisters in neighbouring villages, in an adapted version of the WTD “Ripples of
Peace” activity by decorating and hiding a pebble bearing the words “Peace” and
“#WTD2021”. Then see how many you find/spot if out and about for legitimate
purposes. You can share photos on Girlguiding Knole Division’s (of which our
District is a part) social media pages using the hashtags. If you are unable to
decorate a pebble to hide, but would like to take part, perhaps make a poster and
display in a window visible from the pavement.
On World Thinking Day itself we will be encouraging our members to light a candle
and think about what single action they can take to #StandTogetherForPeace and
promote peacebuilding. Look out also for the WAGGGS flag flying during the day
on Otford village green.

Thank You
Sending our thanks to Mr Shafi and his staff for always being open for us and
One Stop and all the hard-working staff there. Yvonnes up Telston Lane and also
to Hilal Restaurant and Sallys Cake Emporium, the Racquet Academy and
McDonalds who continue to feed us. ( Please remember however to Social Distance
whilst waiting outside and wear a mask if they are busy ). Also, thanks to our own
hard-working dry cleaners and estate agents and the staff at Otford Station and
coffee kiosk, Otford Builders Merchants, Beadles and businesses on the Vestry
Estate. A big thank you also to  our Doctors  and Dentist surgeries and their
staff.
A lot of our lovely shops are also selling online so please have a look and maybe
treat yourself to support your local businesses. Thank you.

Flood Warning Service (FWS)
January to March is predicted to be wetter than usual due to the La Nina
weather pattern which will increase the possibility of flooding in our area.
The Environment Agency issues flood warnings to protect people and property
at risk from flooding. They have a Flood Warning Service which alerts by



telephone, mobile phone, SMS text messaging, email. Residents can sign up
individually.
To access or find out more about this service
Contact: 0345 988 1188 or gov.uk/sign-up-for flood-warnings
Please Note:
HIS SERVICE IS NOT FOR SURFACE RUN OFF, SEWERS OR DRAINS,
For these contact:
Kent Highways
03000 418181 or www.kent.gov.uk/highways
Sevenoaks District Council (SDC)
01732 227000
www.kent.gov.uk/environment-waste-and-planning/flooding-and-
drainage/report-flooding or use what 3words
For any concerns you may have in your locality or for further information please
contact Otford Flood Wardens
Janine Otto 07738102555
Phil Otto 07847169925
Carol Bent 07770247237

Face Coverings
Remember that it is now the law that you must wear a face
covering when going into ALL shops that are currently open /
supermarkets and also travelling in England on a bus or coach,
train or tram, ferry or hovercraft or other vessel, aircraft &
cable car. Places of worship that are open also require face

coverings.If you do not wear a face covering, you will be breaking the law and
could be fined £100. A face covering is a covering of any type which covers your
nose and mouth. Also, a face covering is preferable at Stations, ports, and
airports and when travelling in taxis.

A website about our village history
A fantastic new website has just been launched as part of the Heritage Otford
project. (The team that designed and supplied all the heritage information
boards throughout the village). It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and
it’s worth every penny. Anything you didn’t know or all those things you
wondered about our village – it’s all in here. Did you know there was a stone-age
fort up the Mount? – or that the lead from our palace may have helped
Elizabeth 1 to fund her ships to fight the Armada?

This Photo by



The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an incredibly interesting site to
explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret it.  (-and thanks to Rod and
Phil for the months of work they put in to design it.)
More Information: Contact
rodshelton@greenbee.net

Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Church Marketplace
Please keep looking at this website as new items are added all the
time - madeinotford.org

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re online services.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church - otfordefc.org.uk

Otford Library News
Otford Library has been closed since 23rd March 2020 since
the UK went into lockdown. Whilst Kent County Council fully
understands how important many of its regional services are
to customers across the county including branch libraries, we
have had to take some difficult decisions in order to balance

its budget as it tackles the impact of Covid on its finances.

The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in extra costs this year totaling £96.3million.
Although much of this has been offset by central government grants and
underspends on activities that could not go ahead as planned, KCC still needed to
take action to save £12.8 million over the remainder of the current financial year
to balance its budget. Although KCC would like to reopen all its buildings, it has
made the difficult decision that those libraries, children’s centres and community
learning buildings not yet reopened will remain closed this financial year, to avoid
the considerable costs in making them Covid secure.

This does mean that unfortunately Otford Library will remain closed for the
remainder of the financial year until at least 31st March 2021. With regards to
reopening libraries, we have focused on our busiest and largest libraries, where
we have been able to open these working on ensuring coverage across all 12 Kent
districts. The branches now reopened in the Sevenoaks district are Sevenoaks,
Swanley and The Eden Centre. For more information please telephone 03000 41
31 31 or contact us on one of the addresses below:



sevenoakslibrary@kent.gov.uk
swanleylibrary@kent.gov.uk
edenbridgelibrary@kent.gov.uk
We appreciate that there may be some isolated or lonely people affected by

the branch libraries currently closed. We now have 33 libraries open across
Kent and we will continue to offer the Home Library Service. We also have a
range of digital services available for people who can get online, as well as a
range of social media content. For more information customers can visit
www.kent.gov.uk/libs or telephone our Information Services team on 03000
416438.

Winter Visibility
Please remember to wear something visible /reflective if you are
walking on roads with no pavements in the village for your own safety.
Thank you

Kent Community Foundation Surviving Winter
Campaign

Knock & Check is a campaign to reignite the community
spirit seen during the COVID-19 pandemic and doing
something small to help those most vulnerable during the
winter months. Small actions could make a big difference:

 Knock on the door to say ‘hello’
 Offer to pick up some food or add something to your online shopping
 Drop off a slice of cake
 Plate up an extra meal
 Share books or magazines
 Volunteer for one of our fantastic organisations in Kent and Medway
 Share details of supporting services

Remember to follow Government guidelines on social distancing to keep
communities safe from COVID-19.

 Keep a 2m distance, staying outdoors at all times
 Wash your hands before and after a visit
 Wear a face mask

To find out more about how you can take part, visit
www.kentcf.org.uk/knockandcheck



Otford Methodist Church First Steps Group
PreCOVID-19 we met on alternate Wednesday mornings. We do
hope to resume in Spring 2021, when we open our doors once again
and resume our get togethers with coffee, biscuits, craft, toys and
storytelling.

The team miss you all and look forward to meeting you soon.

Sevenoaks u3a
Approaching retirement, partly retired or already retired?
How would you like to explore a new interest or develop an
existing one? The Sevenoaks u3a motto is ‘Learn, Laugh, Live’.
With 900 members we offer everything from art
appreciation to wine tasting, rambling to scabble, cycling to

science, history to photography, computers to music. You name it we probably
have it and if we don’t’ we are willing to try it! Sevenoaks u3a offers 94 special
interest activities to keep your brain and body in shape and help you meet new
friends. Small group face to face meetings will resume as soon as possible until
then COVID-19 lockdown limits contact to mostly virtual meetings. £13 per annum
gives you membership, for more information see www.sevenoaksu3a.org.uk

Palace Park Wood
Palace Park Wood is a parcel of land owned by Otford
Parish Council and is situated along the Sevenoaks Road
between Beadles garage and the motorway.  It is adjacent
to the Woodland Cemetery and shares the same car park.
The management of the area has now been taken over by
the Parish Council and we will be working with the North
West Kent Countryside Partnership and Natural England to

restore and improve the area, making it a very pleasant area in which to walk and
relax.
This summer, work has been carried out to clear an area around a magnificent
ancient oak tree which was showing signs of stress.  Over the next few years,
further clearance work will take place to gradually increase the open area around
the oak.
Work has also taken place to improve the state of the main paths through the
area, which have been prone to flooding in the winter.  Chipped bark has been laid
down, and many walkers have already commented on the improvement they have
been enjoying. The meadow areas have also been cut.
More recently, work has been carried out to remove 200 trees which were planted
over a main gas pipeline causing concern for the safety of the pipe.



The pond which had become completely overgrown with willow and dried out has
been cleared of vegetation, and work is planned to restore it to its natural state.
In the future, and in partnership with Natural England a second pond is being
planned as a wildlife pond to benefit the Greater Crested newts which are in the
area, as well as other wildlife. Looking forward this is an exciting project for the
whole village, in which the Parish Council are leading.

Post Office Opening Hours
The Post Office will be open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to
2.30pm on Saturdays.Thank you to Tina and her staff for their continuing
service. Please remember to wear your face mask.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Please do not drop litter in your village
Litter does not clean itself away. It can take years to
degrade, causing harm to wildlife and habitats. Food
people drop – whether it is half-eaten burgers, chips or apple
cores - can attract pigeons and vermin such as rats and
DROPPED PPE BE IT GLOVES, MASKS OR WIPES ARE
UNSANITARY AT THE BEST OF TIMES BUT

ESPECIALLY NOW SO PUT THEM IN THE BIN PLEASE. There are numerous
bins in this village please use them and don’t expect someone else to pick up for
you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP
YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done



What 3 Words
What3words is now used by 80% of emergency services in
the UK and has helped to locate nearly 4,000 incidents since
it first started being used. The system has given

every3msquare in the world a unique identifier made of 3 words – making the
location of any emergency or incident very easy to describe and share. For
example ///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a precise location on Ben
Nevis where, in February 2020, a group of hikers were rescued. Download the
what3words app onto your phone to be prepared.

Download the NHS O-19 app
Otford & Kemsing Surgeries – issued by Otford Patient

Participation Group
Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.
To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm
Social Distancing  rules will be applied

Wherever you are, there is no excuse for domestic abuse
This is a crime and it can affect anyone. During this COVID-19 pandemic,
limited contact with the outside world may make you or someone you know feel



unsafe, but Kent Police specialist teams are still there to help 24/7 in the same
way they always do.
Kent Police will respond to your call and can arrest anyone committing offences
against you.
In an emergency dial 999 or 101 for non-emergencies. You can also speak to
someone online at www.kent.police.uk
There are other agencies working with Kent Police to support you:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247
Domestic Abuse Support Services in Kent & Medway:
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk
Victim Support
08 08 16 89 111
www.victimsupport.org.uk
Broken Rainbow:
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk
Childline
0800 1111

Go-Coach
Instead of the current timetabled bus services, book a Go2
bus within minutes of when you need to travel via the Go2
mobile app, or telephone hotline: 01732 463 964.
Go2 is a demand-responsive bus service. Similar to a taxi,
you can book
your bus ride over the phone or via our app when you’re

ready to travel,
and we’ll aim to pick you up within 30 minutes. Journeys may be shared
with others travelling along a similar route, but detours are minimised. An
When will buses operate?
Go2 will run between 06:00 and 19.30 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 19:00
Saturday and you can book trips anytime within these operational hours.
We will endeavour to match or reduce your current journey times too.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays.
Where will Go2 buses pick me up?
If using the app, after you book a ride, the app will display the pick-up
location where the vehicle will meet you.

Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council recognise that many residents and local businesses
rely on its services. As the Coronavirus outbreak continues, the Council is putting



its plans into action so it can continue to deliver services to the usual standards
for as long as possible.
The Council is taking action to reduce contact amongst staff to limit the
transmission of virus. Wherever possible, staff are working from home and whole
teams are not working in the same place together.
The means that some Council services are starting a little earlier than usual,
including the Garden Waste collection service. Customers are being asked to put
their garden waste bins and sacks out half an hour earlier, by 6.30am, on their
collection day.
Other services starting earlier include the street sweepers, the fly tipping
response crew and the cesspool emptying team.
The Council’s weekly refuse and recycling collection service is continuing as usual,
however it may be necessary to change routes so collection times may be earlier
or later than residents are used to, therefore it is important that residents put
their sacks out by 7am on their collection day.
Residents can find information, apply for services, make payments and do business
on its website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling 01732 227000.

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most. We have now been able to take
this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service:



1. Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a new freephone
number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice.

2. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours to 9am-5pm,
Monday to Friday.

We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free to call and open for longer. We
have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and we believe that these changes
should make it as easy as possible for local people to make that first contact with
us when they are in need of advice and support.

Contact details for anyone seeking advice are:

 Call us for free on 0808 278 7810 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
 Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

The new freephone number replaces our existing Adviceline number (0300 330
9001), however the old number will continue to work and a recorded message will
give people the option to continue with their call or to ring back on the new
freephone number.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
New applications
SE/20/02623 10 Tudor Crescent
Single storey side and rear extension to replace existing

shed/conservatory and extension to front. Amendment: The proposed external
materials have been changed.
SE/20/03309 28, Hillydeal Road
Rear extension, garage conversion, internal refurbishment to facilitate and
annex and alterations to fenestration.
SE/20/02773 Land south of 92, High Street
Demolition of existing block of garages, site partitioned into four plots and
erection of two detached and two semi-detached dwelling houses



SE/20/03547 7, The Old Walk
Two storey extension and single storey extension with replacement roof and
rear dormer.
SE/20/03662 Bank Buildings, Station Road
Demolition of existing building, erection of replacement building comprising 4x2
bedroom residential units, parking and associated works.
SE/20/03575 28, Well Road
Extension to side of existing bungalow, relocation of garage, rising the roof to
accommodate the extension of rooms in the roof space, addition of dormers.
Roof height to remain as existing by inclusion of small flat roof areas.

SE/20/03578 29 Pilgrims Way West
Loft conversion with hip to gable end roof alteration and dormer to rear
elevation.
SE/20/03799 2 Colets Orchard
Two storey rear extension, first floor side extension, conversion of existing
integral garage/car port into living accommodation, Juliet balcony and
alterations to fenestration.
SE/21/00039 Burfield, Pilgrims Way East
X3 dormers added to north-west elevation.
SE/21/00061 37, Knighton Road
Single storey extension
SE/20/0377 South Meadow, 45, Greenhill Road
Minor material amendment to 18/03110
SE/20/03799 2 Colets Orchard
Two storey rear extension, first floor side extension, conversion of existing
integral garage/carport into living accommodation. Juliet balcony and alterations
to fenestration.
SE/20/02847 10 Rye Lane (Amended Application)
Demolition of outdoor store. Erection of a two- storey side extension, attic
conversion, canopy to the front of the property, landscaping to include a new
fence and alterations to the fenestration. Amendment: The existing plans have
been amended to show what is on site. The roof height of the dwelling and
adjoining neighbour were shown incorrectly. The amended plans confirm that
there is no change in the overall height of the dwelling.
SE/21/00099 28 Pilgrims Way East
Alterations to the front entrance to facilitate ground floor infill, first floor
extension over existing entrance projection, first floor infill extension of the
rear balcony. Alterations to fenestration, alterations to the external material
and extend existing patio. Demolition of chimney. Install heat pump.
b. Results received



KCC App SE/19/1754 Greatness Quarry, Bat & Ball Road
Section 73application to vary condition 3 (to allow additional time for
completion of landfill to enable restoration to approved levels) and 10a (to
update phasing scheme to reflect the amended operational period) of planning
permission SE/15/315 Granted
SE/20/02964 Bank Buildings, Station Road
Demolition of existing building, erection of replacement building comprising 4 x
2 bedroom residential units, parking and associated works. Refused
SE/20/02623 10 Tudor Crescent
Single storey side and rear extension to replace existing shed/conservatory and
extension to front. Granted
SE/20/03038 Burfield, Pilgrims Way East
Erection of a double storey side extension with a dormer to the rear and
rooflights to the front Granted
SE/20/03018 Albany, Shoreham Road
Minor material amendment to 19/02083. Removal of condition 5 Granted
SE/20/03115 Longacre, 50A Pilgrims Way East
First floor dormer with internal alterations. Granted
SE/20/03129 27 Tudor Crescent
Loft conversion with rear dormers and front roof lights, single storey
front/porch extension, rear orangery extension, elevational alteration,
new/enlarged patio area with alterations to fenestration. Granted
SE/20/03067 Admail 4 International Ltd
Erection of a temporary warehouse building Granted
SE/20/03249 Chalky Ridge, 20, Coombe Road
Proposed kitchen and porch extension and additional dormer Granted
SE/20/03309 28 Hillydeal Road
Rear extension, garage conversion, new garage, internal refurbishment to
facilitate and annexe and alterations to fenestration. Granted
c. Trees
SE/20/03372/WTPO – Beech House, Pilgrims Way West – Beech tree
reduction in crown height by 50% and cut back horizontal branches.
SE/20/03424/WTCA - The Grange, High Street – Works to various trees
SE/20/03429/WTCA – Broughton Manor, High Street – T1: Dead Beech tree –
dismantle to ground level. G2: Conifers – reduce taller tree by up to 50%.
Reduce and shape smaller one as natural as possible. Cut back roadside overhang
along entire boundary.



Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.

WHATEVER YOU MANAGE TO DO – HAPPY VALENTINES DAY

& ENJOY THOSE PANCAKES ON SHROVE TUESDAY



And as always thank you so much to all our
wonderful NHS staff and all key workers who live
and work out there in our community. the NHS Wales
Test, Tr

L

.


