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Telephone/answerphone: 01959 524808 Fax: 01959 525298

Office hours 8.30 to 12.30 Mon to Fri – clerk@otfordpc.co.uk

Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on 8th July and
12th August in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who completed
the Community Survey for the Otford Neighbourhood Plan.  The 370
responses are currently being analysed and will help the Steering
Group to draft a Plan that reflects the wishes of the Otford

Community.

Secondly, I am delighted to report that, after considerable
discussion of different configurations of toilets and how they
should be funded, the Parish Council agreed to proceed with the
procurement of a new toilet ‘pod’ which will be located close to

the entrance of the Otford Village Memorial Hall.  There will be two unisex
cubicles, one of which will be fully compliant for the disabled.  The scheme also
includes two electric vehicle charging points for the High Street Car Park and a
CCTV security system which will discourage vandalism.  We do not have the
installation date as yet, but we hope that the pod will be in place later this
summer.



Finally, for this month, the Parish Council has been very
concerned about the growth of commercial advertising boards in
the Conservation Area and in particular around the Pond and the
Village Green.  This is not in keeping with our Heritage Village.
Commercial advertising in conservation areas is subject to

regulations set out by Sevenoaks District Council and requires planning
permission. However, the Parish Council does not want to stop local organisation
from advertising fund-raising events.  It has therefore decided that: All forms
of commercial advertising within the Otford Conservation Area shall not be
permitted without SDC approval. However, community information boards on
forthcoming events or meetings shall be permitted for a limited period of two
weeks prior to the event, subject to advance Parish Office notification and
approval. Unauthorised advertising will be removed.

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and
12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813
713366.

Otford Primary School Summer Fete
The Otford Primary PTFA Summer Fete will take place on Saturday
6th July from 12pm to 4pm. Please go along and support your local
school for a fun afternoon of music and entertainment, traditional
games, pony rides, inflatables, shopping stalls, plants, tombola’s, a

BBQ and beer tent, as well as a Grand raffle and refreshments. £1 entry, children
free.

Otford Village Fete
Our sincere thanks to everyone who came to support this year’s village fete. I

hope, like us, you enjoyed listening to our new musical acts: The Lewis
Project; Phoenix Jazz Band and SevenUkes as well as old favourites
like ‘Elvis’ & ‘Frank’.
We are very grateful to Elands Veterinary Clinic who ran an amazing
Dog Show again this year. Who knew there were so many beautiful

dogs living in our village?
Perhaps, though, the highlight of the day was seeing the lovely and adorable 12
guide dog puppies and their puppy walkers performing for us. Their owners, who
are all volunteers and don’t get paid, start these little bundles of joy on their
journey to become guide dogs and to change the life of someone living with sight



loss. The Otford Village Fete Committee is desperate to raise £2500 to give a
puppy a name with an Otford theme, but we need your help!  Please visit our
website:www.justgiving.com/fundraising/otfordvillagefete and help us reach
this ambitious target. Otford, our small village, has two individuals who now have
Guide Dogs. What you might not know is that it costs over £50,000 to train and
look after these animals during their lifetime and your support will help them
continue their amazing work. Thank you from all of us at the Otford Village Fete
Committee.

Otford Library News
During the summer holidays, Kent libraries run the Summer
Reading Challenge. This involves encouraging children, aged 4-
11years to read 6 books during the holidays, collecting stickers
and other incentives along the way and finishing by getting a medal

and a certificate .The Challenge for 2019 is called ‘Space Chase’ and has been
inspired by the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. It will run from
Saturday 13th July to Saturday 14th September.
I would welcome all primary school aged children to come and join Otford library,
if they haven’t already done so, and participate in the annual Summer Reading
Challenge. Over the years I have seen many children thoroughly enjoy taking part
in this event and as a result have developed a love of reading.
The Otford art group have kindly agreed to produce some ‘space themed’
paintings to complement the children’s summer reading challenge . The
paintings will be ‘hanging from the ceiling’, so do pop into the library over the
summer and take a look !
On Saturday 20th July from 10.30am-12.30pm there will be a free craft activity
at the library for primary school children. This too will have a space theme to
celebrate the Summer Reading Challenge . This should be a fun event so please
contact the library if you are interested in your children coming along or if you
have any questions.

IT help is available on Tuesdays 10.00am-12.00pm and Saturdays 10.00-12.00pm.
It is essential to make an advance booking for this either by phoning 03000 41 31
31 and asking to be put through to Otford library or by coming into the library to
book an appointment. The library has free public Wi-Fi. Alternatively, customers
are welcome to use one of the public computers. There is no charge for this
service.

 Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a
free activity.



 Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the
library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some
new faces.

 Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the
year. No need to book and this is a free activity.

Sevenoaks Embroiderer’s Guild
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 27th July in
Otford Village Memorial Hall when there will be an all-day
workshop with ‘The Woolly Felters about ‘Felting a small animal’.
The meetings start at 10am and talks commence at 2pm and end
with tea and cakes at about 4pm. For further information please

contact Sylvia Grafton on 01732 452117.

Hedges
Hedges are growing very quickly at the moment and growing over
the public footway. This can cause a nuisance to pedestrians,
especially those who have poor sight. Please check the boundaries
of the property you are in and if necessary, arrange for it to be
cut back from the footway as soon as possible. Thank you.

Sevenoaks Taxi Bus
This is a new KCC Rural Transport Initiative covering Fairseat –
Stansted – West Kingsdown – East Hill – Otford – Sevenoaks.
It will operate Monday to Friday only between the hours of
9.30am to 2.45pm.

Timetable
Otford Rail Station, Stop A (Station side) to Sevenoaks
10.05
11.45
14.00
Sevenoaks Bus Station, Stop C to Otford Rail Station Stop B
10.15
12.30
14.00
Fares are £3 single, £5 return, £1 child. Bus pass holders will be asked to pay a
voluntary £1 per journey to help with the sustainability of the pilot, however
the passes will be accepted in the usual way.



Rubbish
If you see litter outside your house or elsewhere in the village,
please pick it up don't just leave it for somebody else. Let's try and
make our village litter free

Otford Oast WI
The next meetings will be on Thursday 18th July at 9.30am in Otford Village
Memorial Hall when Alexander Stewart will talk about ‘Felicity Hat Hire’ and on
Thursday 15th August there will be a Cream Tea (no meeting). New members
are very welcome. The first meeting is free. For more information please e-mail
otfordoastwi@mail.com.

Otford Evening WI
The next meetings will be on Thursday 11th July at 7.30pm in the Club Room of
the Otford Village Memorial Hall when Anna Astin will talk about ‘It’s your duty
to be beautiful’ – women, health & beauty during WW2. Then on Thursday 8th

August Sue Duckworth will talk about ‘Darling Buds of May Countryside – Perfick!’
They welcome anyone who would like to join them. More information can be
obtained from their President on 01959 524831.

Front Garden Competition
The Otford Gardeners' Society, on behalf of the Parish Council,
will again be organising the Annual Otford Front Garden
competition. Preliminary judging will be taking place during July &
August when committee members will be walking around the village
taking notes. The competition will again be based on the front

gardens that would take the eye of a stranger to the village, without him or her
having to look over or around a hedge, wall or fence.

Otford/Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
If you would like to host our Hardelot Twins on the weekend of
27/29th September and/or join the coach trip to Hampton Court on
Saturday 28th September, please contact Jane Lawrey c/o the
Parish Council office as soon as possible.

There will be a car-sharing visit to Hardelot on the weekend of 6-8th July
exploring the coast between Bologne and Le Touquet.



Come & Play
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They
meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to 11.15am.
They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their grown-ups to
join them for lots of fun play activities, including painting, playdough,
trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and construction. Please contact Elaine

at otfordefc@gmail.com www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035.

Otford Evangelical Church Coffee & Chat
Every Tuesday afternoon in August from 2pm to 4pm is the next
time they open for their popular ‘Coffee and Chat’ . They invite all
those who would welcome an opportunity to meet with other local
people in a relaxed and friendly environment to join them. If you
need a lift, please ring 07510 909035. They look forward to getting
to know you. Kevin (Pastor) and Elaine Bracken, 81, Pilgrims Way

West. For more information see otfordefc@gmail.com

Spanish Classes for Children
These award-winning “Spanish Classes for Children ages 7-11 years
old” are held at the Otford Village Memorial Hall every Tuesday
from 4.30pm. If you would like to find out more, please call: 07815
063582 or email belen@colorines.co.uk

Sevenoaks Flower Club
The Sevenoaks Flower Club  meet in Otford Village Memorial Hall.
Their next meeting will be on Tuesday 9th July starting at 1.45pm
when Anna Stevens will talk about “Do you see what I see”. Anna’s
background is in art which shows in her choice of colours for her

arrangements also bringing out the texture and visual balance of each display.
She pays great attention to mechanics and the containers she uses.
Visitors are very welcome at £5 and Annual membership is £37.

Royal Voluntary Service
The Royal Voluntary Service organises activities for mature people in
the area of Kent (55+ years old and above), via funding from the
Prudential, within the project “First Time for Everything”. The three
main strands of the social activities are exercise, artwork and IT
inclusion. These social activities hope to prevent isolation, loneliness
and depression, thereby improving the wellbeing of the more mature



population. The activities are always free to the attendees. It is a chance for
mature people to try something new that they may never have been able to try
before. There is a FREE DANCE EVENT at the Alexandra Suite, St Mary’s Road
in Swanley on Monday 1st July between 2pm and 4pm when you can go along and
have a taster class on Vibe Dancing. To book a place contact Rosemary Ellison by
email : rosemary.ellison@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or by phone or text 07876
484004. Refreshments provided by Sevenoaks District Senior Action Forum
which works together in the interests of people aged 50+. If you live in the
Sevenoaks District, join them and you can raise your concerns and issues.
Membership is free and you will receive newsletters with useful information about
transport, housing, benefits, health issues and local events. To find out more visit
www.sdsaf.org.uk

Sevenoaks Shakespeare Society
Part of the Sevenoaks Summer Festival the Sevenoaks
Shakespeare Society  are presenting the all-time
favourite comedy ‘A Midsummers Night’ Dream’
Complete with romance, magic, intrigue, fairies, mistaken
identities and the tradesmen’s hilarious version of their

own play, it promises to be a joyful evening out for the whole family.
It will be presented in the delightful gardens of the White Rock Inn at
Underriver, from Thursday to Saturday 4th to 6th July at 8pm plus a Sunday
matinee on 7th July at 3.30pm. Tickets £12 in advance, £15 on the door, £5
children and students are available from the White Rock Inn
(www.thewhiterockinn.co.uk) 01732 833112 or (www.ticketsource.co.ik/ssf)
03336663366. Please bring warm clothing and rugs to sit on or low backed folding
chairs. No picnics please. Food and drink will be available at the pub. The popular
pre-theatre meals should be booked in advance. And remember “The course of
true love never did run smooth!”

Otford Petanque Club
The Club play every Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm on the
terrain adjacent to the football pavilion on the Recreation
Ground. There is room for more members, and they are
offering a first year without a subscription. You can turn

up and try out the game even if you have never played before and may surprise
yourself. We have spare sets of balls which can be loaned. If you are interested
and would like more information, please call Peter Wickenden on 01959 524242.



Sevenoaks Summer Festival
The 50th Annual Summer Festival continues at various venues in
the District until Sunday 7th July. Pick up your festival
programme from the Stag Box office, libraries and other shops
and some copies are available in the Heritage Centre.

Summer Play Day
On Wednesday 14th August between 10am and 2pm there will be
a summer play day organised by Sevenoaks District Council on the
High Street Recreation Ground. There will also be one held on
Shoreham Recreation Ground on Tuesday 30th July. Go along and
enjoy the fun.

First Steps
First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This lively
group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased to
welcome new members.  It is run by the Methodist and St
Bartholomew’s Church and includes the opportunity for a chat,

refreshment and, also a short bible story, with singing and craft activities for
the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on alternate Wednesdays during term
time only. The next meetings will take place on 3rd & 17th July. To note that the
3rd July meeting is a Summer Praise and Teddy Bears Picnic and will start at 11am
with a service at St Bart’s and then a picnic in the vicarage garden (or church
centre if wet).Contact Hazel Terry on 01959 523047 for more details.

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
The next surgeries will take place on 2nd July and 6th August
between 10am and 12 noon. To book an appointment at this outreach
please ring the office admin number 01732 454443. Drop in
appointments may be available on the day. For telephone advice

please ring 0300 330 9001.

Hospices of Hope Events
On Saturday 6th July there will be a Quiz Night at the Otford
Tea Rooms. Doors open at 7pm, tickets cost £13.50 and include a
light supper. Teams of between 4 and 6 people are recommended.
Booking is through the website www.hospicesofhope.co.uk by email
to events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or by phone 01959 525110



On Wednesday 17th July there will be a Cider Tasting at The Bull PH, High
Street. From 7pm to 9.30pm. Tickets cost £15 and includes snacks, a soft drink,
a talk by Kentish Pip Ciders and the chance to taste up to 6 different ciders.
There will also be a light-hearted, cider themed quiz. Booking is through the
website www.hospicesofhope.co.uk by email to events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or
by phone 01959 525110

Calling all yarn lovers
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’ is in
conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place
for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one
another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or
weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and
knowledge; and to find help and support when your project
just isn’t going right!

We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The
Woodman PH, Otford and the second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am
to 11am at the Pond View Cafe, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You
don’t need to book; there are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase
a hot or cold drink at the venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine
and Elaine.

Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children
Your child can see what it’s all about in a Two-Week Trial
during the Summer Term and to find out more about the
Two-Week Trial please call Lauren on 01732 430387 or
visit www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford.We also have a
Summer Workshop running 29th July -1st August for

ages 4-18 years. Please ask principal for more information by emailing
otford@stagecoach.co.uk

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford
Methodist Church Hall. Two one hourly sessions are held on Thursdays – the first
class at 2.00pm is for the less able participant with many exercises done sitting
in a chair – the second class at 3.00pm is for the more able. The instructor is a
qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £4 is made which includes tea and
biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is
jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.



Heritage Centre artist for July & August
The Heritage Centre Artist for July & August is Barbara Darby.
Barbara says “I have enjoyed living in this lovely village for over
60years. At school art was my favourite subject and I have carried
on that passion by attending two art clubs in Otford & Weald. When

the poppies were displayed around the pond to remember those who had fought
for our country, I just had to paint the scene. I am also fascinated by old buildings
but have painted most of them in Otford now, so now have to look further afield.”

Volunteer Drivers
Do you own a car? Could you take an elderly/disabled
person to a medical appointment or shopping just once a
week? Please contact them on 0300 777 1200 or

driving@imago.community if you would like to help.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000.

Summer Concerts/Music at the Sevenoaks Vine Bandstand
Sundays 3pm – 5pm & 6-8pm
7th July – Ian Fox / 4th August – Oxted Band
11th August – Biggin Hill Concert Band/ 18th August –
London Saxophone Choir
25th August – Bosville Valley Stompers

Thursdays 6pm – 8pm
4th July – Fred Clark /1st August – Mainly Sax
8th August – East Peckham Silver Band /15th August – ll Quarteto
22nd August – Night Owls / 29th August – Orpington Band

Local Outdoor Theatre Events
Coolings Garden Centre, Rushmore Hill on Sunday 18th August at
6pm. (Gates open at 5pm)
‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley - Tickets from £5.99 - £39.99.
Book online at coolings.co.uk/events

National Trust Emmetts Garden on Thursday 29th August at 4pm
‘Alice in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll – Tickets from £7 to £38 (Family)
Book online at NT Emmetts Garden events or 03442491895



The Kent County Show
The 2019 Show will be held on Friday 5th, Saturday 6th
& Sunday 7th July at the Kent County Showground and has
something for the whole family. Open from 8am to 6pm
every day, the Show is a wonderful day out with plenty of
displays, entertainment and local food. With over 400
exhibitors and trade stands and over 300 competitions,

activities and displays. For those who have never attended the Show before, the
Kent County Show is a showcase event for farming, countryside and rural life.

Planning
The following applications have been considered by the Parish
Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732 227000.
a.New applications
SE/19/01098 Longacre Nursery, 28, Pilgrims Way East
Change of use from children’s nursery to a dwelling

SE/19/01386 Wildwood, Shoreham Road
Variation of condition 3(roof materials) of 17/03874 to allow grey slate roof
tiles.
SE/19/01132 45 Sidney Gardens
Erection of a single storey side extension
SE/19/01260 53 Tudor Crescent
Single storey rear extension and chimney stack
SE/19/01292 8 High Street
Change of use to retail and B1 offices. Erection of part two storey and single
storey rear extension. Landscaping works. Demolition of outbuilding.
SE/19/01318 Orchard House, Shoreham Road
Single storey side extension
SE/19/01305 57 Willow Park
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a single storey front extension, a
two-storey side extension and a front porch.
SE/19/01357 47 High Street
Single storey side extension with roof-lights. Single storey rear extension with
roof lights. fenestration.
SE/19/01356 47 Tudor Drive
Proposed ground floor rear extension, roof lights and alterations to
fenestration.
SE/19/01408 Hill View, Pilgrims Way West
Conversion of garage and erection of two single storey side extensions,
replacement of two front facing dormers with a full width single dormer, new



roof-light and sun pipes, associated internal alterations, removal and
replacement of garden sheds.
SE/19/01434 9 Colets Orchard
Replacement Fence
SE/19/01416 49 Tudor Drive
Amendment to condition 2 of SE/19/00788
SE/19/01374 24 Rye Lane
Single storey rear extension and two dormer windows inside elevation. Garage
conversion with single storey front extension with alterations to fenestration.
b. Results Received
SE/19/00828 8 High Street
Removal of condition 5 (tree protection method statement) of 17/02807 Allowed
SE/19/00149 Orchard House, 48, Well Road
Installation of three new roof-lights to the front and south-west side elevations
and on flat roof, amendments on the dormer to the rear elevation and new chimney
to the south-east elevation. Refused
SE/19/00962 Heriots Croft, Twitton Lane
Additional window fitted to the rear elevation Allowed
SE/19/01055 Beechy Lees, Row Dow
Proposed swimming pool and pool house with changing facilities, sitting area and
plant room. Allowed

Newsletter deadline
The September issue deadline is Thursday 15th August

Please remember your local shops during the summer holidays.
Get presents and holiday items from our lovely individual village
shops and dine out in our restaurant or pubs.  Support your local
businesses.

WHATEVER THE WEATHER JUST RELAX

HAPPY HOLIDAYS


