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Office hours 8.30 to 12.30 Mon to Fri – clerk@otfordpc.co.uk

Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on 10th June and
8th July in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
The Otford Parish Council Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 13th May.
Our two new parish councillors are Peter Farnham who was elected last month
and, Carol Bent who was co-opted at the meeting.  You can find the full list of
councillors and the committees on which they serve on the Council website at
http://www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/parish-councillors/.  In the local
government elections on 2nd May, John Edwards-Winser was re-elected and he
will be joined by Irene Roy.  As you may know, John is the Sevenoaks District
Council Chairman for the coming year and his time with us will necessarily be
limited.  So, Irene will be shouldering the burden of our liaison with SDC. Every
home in Otford should now have received a copy of the Otford Neighbourhood
Plan community survey through the letterbox.  Please remember to complete your
form and post it in the collection box in the Parish Office, Otford Library,
Yvonne’s, Otford Pharmacy, or the Post Office.  Alternatively, you can complete
the survey online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T7J7QJN

Your views on the future of Otford are important!



Annual Report
The Annual Meeting of the Electorate was held on 15th April. Thank you to those
few people who attended. Please see the Annual report below.

Report from Parish Council Chairman Nick Rushby
As in previous years, the heavy work in the Parish Council was carried out by four
statutory committees, three working parties and the Otford Sports Association.
Each of these took responsibility for specific areas and brought back reports and
recommendations to full Council.  The Council placed great reliance on, and trust
in, these committees to discharge their duties.  In turn he relied on the members
of this team for the smooth, effective and efficient running of the Council. He
took the opportunity of thanking his colleagues for their service and support.

He thanked Martin Whitehead who had been a councillor for many years, and
Yolanda McCarthy.  Both of them were resigning this year, and he acknowledged
their service to the Parish Council.
He chaired the Finance and General Purposes Committee and gave a short report
on the work over the past year, followed by reports from the other committees
and working groups.
Before moving on to the reports, he reminded everyone, those present, and the
other residents of our Heritage Village, that all of the meetings were open to the
public and started with a short public forum that gave residents an opportunity
to speak and make their views heard.

Finance and General Purposes Committee – Chaired by Nick
Rushby
The Finance and General Purposes Committee had overall
responsibility for the management of the Council’s financial

affairs in accordance with legislative requirements, regulations and guidelines.
This meant that it spent a great deal of time considering various projects around
the Village, as well as routine expenditure and regulatory management functions.
To give some idea of the range of projects, the current list under consideration
included:

 Public toilets in the High Street Car Park.
 Trim Trail at the North side of the High Street recreation ground
 Traffic Management throughout Otford
 Perimeter footpath round the High Street recreation ground
 Footpath and seating in the Cemetery
 Tourist signposts within the Village
 Widening access to the High Street Car Park
 Footpath improvements to SR50 and SR66



 Green Car Park beside Pickmoss Lane to ease congestion at the Primary
School

 Car Park extension at Hale Lane Recreation Ground

Planning Committee – chaired by Martin Whitehead
The Planning Committee met on a bi-weekly basis on Wednesday
mornings at 9.15 in the Parish Office. These meetings were open to all
and he would encourage the applicants and objectors to attend. He
would also encourage prospective applicants to consult with OPC prior

to submitting their applications to SDC. The Committee members had wide
ranging experience and knowledge of the village which enabled the committee to
reflect the best interests of most of the residents, whilst maintaining compliance
with the planning laws. During the last year they had reviewed 143 planning
applications for consideration, covering developments from minor works, small and
large extensions through to new builds. There had been a significant increase in
planning applications. Over the period April 2018 to March 2019 SDC issued
results on 119 applications. OPC agreed with 99 and disagreed on 20.Of those
where we differed, 25% we supported but were refused and 75% we objected
but were granted. These results were consistent with previous years.

Recreation & Environment committee – chaired by Mary
Evans
During 2018/19 various tree works had been carried out around
the village, including on the village green where the copper beech

had received some attention.  At the same time, it was noticed that the first
replacement willow by the pond on the west side had died – probably having
succumbed to the dry weather last summer, this had now been replaced and was
starting to come into leaf.  Ash die back was continuing to affect some trees
around the village and where necessary work had been carried out to make them
safe.
The Recreation Ground continued to be an area of which we can be proud.  It was
looked after by Grounds Supervisor, Brian Thomas in conjunction with members
of the Otford Sports Association. The Parish Council would like to thank them all
for their hard work in continuing to make this area so attractive and welcoming
for all.  It would however make it more pleasant for all, if dog owners kept their
pets under control especially when near people and ensured that they clear up
after their dogs.
In the next couple of weeks some new play equipment was due to be installed near
to the picnic tables, which would give toddlers somewhere to play close to their
carers.  Later this year there would be some new fitness trail equipment installed
at the top end of the High Street Recreation Ground.  The Parish Council would



be considering putting in some play equipment for older children to use at the
Hale Lane recreation ground.  If local residents had suggestions of what would be
a suitable choice for this area, please contact the Parish Office with your ideas.
Palace Park Wood was a parcel of land which lays between the village outskirts,
The Old Walk, Sidney Gardens, Sevenoaks Road and the M26, and shared a car
park with the Woodland Cemetery.  This was managed by the Woodland Trust who
had just produced their next 5-year plan.  The Parish Council had made strong
representation to them for an improvement in their management of the woods, in
particular the clearing of ditches, which would help to drain the land and improve
the state of the paths throughout the area.  In addition, I had also noted that
there was an ancient oak tree on the site, which would be the subject of a
carefully planned project to ensure its survival for the future.
Oxenhill Woods which lied between Otford and Kemsing, was an area of naturally
regenerated woodland which was managed by SDC along with advice from the
Forestry Commission.  It continued to develop into a lovely walking area where
wildflowers abound, especially during springtime.  During last summer there was
a nature fun day held to help encourage more families to discover this delightful
area.  This year there will be another nature day on Sunday 9th June.
The Parish Council thanked McDonalds who twice in the last year had arranged
for a litter pick along the Sevenoaks Road and down to the cemetery car park and
provided equipment and a number of staff who joined with Parish Councillors,
Assistant Clerk and KCC Warden to carry out this task.

Amenities and Highways Committee - chaired by Jackie Howe
At the beginning of the year, 2 new bus shelters were installed; on
Pilgrims Way West opposite Rye Lane on Sevenoaks Road and people
had been very appreciative.

The School House building was being refurbished. This programme was still
progressing. The paths to improve access to the cemetery was progressing. Signs:
the metric sign by the railway arch on Pilgrims Way West was not yet installed
but the ‘cul de sac’ sign at Twitton Meadows had been installed.
Village Car Park: a survey conducted by the Traffic Management Group had shown
that the car park had regular availability. Following continuing problems, the
ticket machines were being replaced.
A regular log of observable dangerous incidents in the village had been maintained
which had proved useful to the work of the Traffic Management Group.
Gullies around the village for surface drainage remain a recurring problem even
after rodding. Speedwatch: There were now 8 volunteers for the Speed Watch
team. She thanked them. This would be implemented shortly.
Jackie Howe, as leader of the committee, thanked everybody on the Committee
for working so efficiently throughout the year.



Report to the Annual Meeting from KCC Councillor Roger Gough
I continue to serve as Member for the County Council Division of Sevenoaks North
and Darent Valley, which runs from Swanley Village to Seal Chart. I also serve as
Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Education, overseeing the
Council’s work with schools, Early Years, children’s social services, youth services
and much else.
In terms of Highways, we have had a less severe winter than in the previous year,
though we have taken steps such as an extra salt bin at the top of Tudor Drive
and we continue to review our approach to secondary routes. We have also
started, earlier than in previous years, the ‘Find and Fix’ or ‘pothole blitz’
campaign, also known as the pothole blitz. Since just before Christmas, Sevenoaks
District has seen some 2,521 potholes fixed, and 69,675 square metres of road
patched, both ahead of the County average. The County Council is committing
significant resource to highways maintenance for the coming financial year. As
before, the best way to report a pothole or other highways problem is through
the reporting tool on the KCC website.
I have over the last year sought to work with the Parish Council on a range of
Highways issues, covering signage and drainage issues in particular. The Parish
Council has through Irene Roy’s working group led on taking forward a broader
view of traffic and transport issues, and I arranged a recent meeting with my
KCC Cabinet colleague Mike Whiting and his Highways officers to discuss these
plans. The County Council is reviewing its policy in a number of areas, including
20mph zones, and this may provide additional opportunities.
Buses, and in particular school transport, or a perennial issue. Most services are
run on a commercial basis; they are neither commissioned nor subsidised by KCC,
but we still have a very strong interest in them given the need for students to
get to school. The usual pattern of problems, especially regarding overcrowding,
emerging in the autumn term and which we work to resolve over time was repeated
late last year.

The County Council does provide subsidy for some routes, albeit only about 3% of
the total, and last summer launched its ‘Big Conversation’ on new forms of public
transport support. Options considered include feeder services from more remote
areas to the main bus network; a ‘bookable bus’ service; and a taxi-bus service. A
number of pilot schemes will run in different parts of the County from the
summer; this will include a pilot taxi-bus service running in part of the Darent
Valley coming through Shoreham and Otford to Sevenoaks. If the pilot schemes
are successful, there may be more possibilities in the future.

I mentioned that I have responsibility for Education, and a bit over a month ago
(1 March) we had National Offer Day for secondary school places. We have overall



continued to be successful County-wide in expanding capacity in our secondary
schools to meet rising roll numbers. This year, just under 80% of families secured
their first choice of school, and more than 95% secured one of their four choices.
However, there are signs of growing pressures in the Sevenoaks area and
surrounding villages, and some children have regrettably been ‘allocated’ (being
offered a school for which they did not express a preference) a place quite some
distance away. It is to be hoped that in many cases this will be resolved through
appeals and waiting lists; National Offer Day is the start, not the conclusion of
the process. Recognition of this pressure lies behind the expansion of Trinity by
2 Forms of Entry (60 places per school year) and the likelihood that there will be
expansion at Knole too. The County Council also remains committed to securing a
boys’ annex in Sevenoaks, though this is a complex task.
Similarly, today is National Offer Day for primary school places. Here we are able
to deliver a very high level of parental preference, with over 97% of families
securing one of their three preferences and over 89% getting their first
preference. With the overall size of the cohort steady, there are in fact a number
of surplus places across the County, including in Sevenoaks. The village school has
51 places offered today out of its increased admission number of 60.

The County Council set its budget this year with an increase in council tax of 5%
(the 3% maximum allowed without a referendum, plus a 2% ‘precept’ for social
care). This comes along with some £45 million in savings. Over the last seven years
the County Council has already made savings of more than £600 million. Pressures
remain severe because of rising demand for social services in particular (both
adults and children’s), coupled with reductions in central government grant. The
fate of Northamptonshire County Council, which is being broken up amid financial
crisis, shows what can happen – and quickly – to an upper-tier authority which
loses control of its financial position. Kent happily is not in that position, but the
structural pressures remain severe.

St Bartholomew’s Church Fair
St Bartholomew's Church Fair will be taking place this year on the
VILLAGE GREEN on Saturday 15th June from 2pm. (Food area will
open approx. 1.30pm). Stalls will include: Books, Plants, Cakes, Crafts,
White Elephant, raffle, unwanted gifts, bottles, toys, soft drinks,

strawberries and cream and ices. Other attractions include children's games and
a bouncy castle. There will be a children's art competition with the theme of ‘A
Celebration of Flight’ There are two categories 7-11 and under 7 with good prizes.
All village children are welcome to submit an entry. Contact Christeen Malan on
01959 522654.



Otford Village Fete
Monday 27th May – doors open at 11.00am

This year, as well as our very popular Dog Show run by Elands Veterinary Clinic
and our live music, we will be adding a few additional activities to our programme.
The first is Lazer Tag and the second is a Sensory Tunnel, an inflatable that has
a range of textures on the walls, different flooring and hidden speakers which
gives off the sounds of birds, traffic and trains jumping out at you. People are
blind-folded as this gives the experience of what it is like to be totally blind. It
really brings home what it is like living with sight loss and the reason that the
Fete Committee has chosen to support Guide Dogs and why we hope to raise
£2,500 to give a puppy with an Otford themed  name. You can donate on the day
or visit our special Just Giving page:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/otfordvillagefete
Finally, don’t forget to watch 12 Guide Dog Puppies performing in the Elands Dog
Show Arena at 2.30pm – they are just so adorable.
Thank you for your support it really is very much appreciated.
www.otfordvillagefete.org

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and
12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813
713366.

Cleaner required
Otford Village Memorial Hall is looking for an additional
cleaner.
We are looking for someone to come in for two hours
each day on Saturday and Sunday mornings

(alternatively, possibly Friday and Saturday evenings) and also to provide
holiday/sickness cover for our existing cleaner and the Hall Manager. We would
also require this person to come in to help (as overtime) with cleaning after large
events such as wedding receptions and the Village Fete. Ideally, the successful
candidate would live near the Hall as we would like someone who can open up the
Hall for hirers on occasions.
We pay £10.00 per hour. Start date would be negotiable but soon.
If you are interested or would like to talk further please call Ron, the Hall
Manager, either by e-mail to ovmh.manager@otford.net or call on 07887 780576.



Otford Library News
National Book Start week runs from 3rd-9th June . I would
particularly like to encourage pre-school children to come to
baby bounce and rhyme time on Monday 3rd June between
11.00am-11.30am and story time on the Tuesday 4th June

between 2.15pm -2.45pm of that week. There will be special activities available
and the featured book this year is ‘Car, Car, Truck, Jeep’ by Katrina Charman
and Nick Sharratt.

For children 4-11 years, it will not be too long now to wait until the Summer
Reading Challenge . This starts on 13th July and the theme this year is ‘ Space
Chase’, an out-of-this-world adventure inspired by the 50th anniversary of the
first moon landing. There will be a ‘space’ craft session on 20th July between
10.30am-12.30pm to celebrate the Summer Reading challenge. More details will
follow next month.
IT help is available on Tuesdays 10.00am-12.00pm and Saturdays 10.00-12.00pm.
It is essential to make an advance booking for this either by phoning 03000 41 31
31 and asking to be put through to Otford library or by coming into the library to
book an appointment. The library has free public Wi-Fi. Alternatively, customers
are welcome to use one of the public computers. There is no charge for this
service.

 Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a
free activity.

 Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the
library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some
new faces.

 Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the
year. No need to book and this is a free activity.

Sevenoaks Embroiderer’s Guild
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 29th June in
Otford Village Memorial Hall when the speaker is from ‘The
Woolly Felters talking about ‘Felt Like Talking’’. Also, a members’
challenge: deadline & exhibition. The meetings start at 10am and
talks commence at 2pm and end with tea and cakes at about 4pm.

For further information please contact Sylvia Grafton on 01732 452117.



Otford Oast WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 20th June at 9.30am in Otford Village
Memorial Hall. New members are very welcome. The first meeting is free. For
more information please e-mail otfordoastwi@mail.com.

Otford Evening WI
The next meeting is on Thursday 13th June at 7.30pm in the Club Room of the
Otford Village Memorial Hall when a member of the Hospice in The Weald team
will be giving an update on the organisations progress and the work they do. They
welcome anyone who would like to join them. More information can be obtained
from their President on 01959 524831.

Discover Art on your doorstep
Here in Otford we have three venues to visit during the annual
Open Studios event, from 7th to 23rd June.

The event is FREE, and you are warmly welcomed to visit:
 Ann Bridges at 58 High St.
 Angela Bishop and Suzie Galloway at 5 Broughton Rd
 Jane Mucklow at 23 Willow Park

Printmaking, sculpture, glass, paintings, cards and photography will be on show.
It’s an ideal opportunity to buy directly from the artists and learn more about
how they create their artwork.
Check opening times at www.seos-art.org and www.artinjune.org
All are within walking distance of each other and weekends are an especially
good time to visit all three.
Pick up a brochure from the library, parish office and local shops.
For more information contact the artists on:
annbridgesart@btinternet.com 07906 310021
angelaanddavebishop@gmail.com 01959 523203
suzie186@btinternet.com 07951 735622
janemucklowphotography@gmail.com 07815 991449

Come & Play
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They
meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to 11.15am.
They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their grown-ups to
join them for lots of fun play activities, including painting, playdough,
trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and construction. Please contact Elaine

at otfordefc@gmail.com www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035.



Otford Medical Practice Patient Participation Group
Quiz Night

The Otford Medical Practice Patient Participation Group are holding
a Quiz Night on Friday 14th June at St Edith Hall, Kemsing, starting
at 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm). To book a table (up to 10 people per
table, £7 per person) please e-mail or call Margaret Robarts on

01959 522853 or email margaret.robarts@talktalk.net or Ken Cardinal on 01959
522513 or email kencardinal2@gmail.com

Family Nature Event – Oxenhill Woods
Otford and Kemsing Parish Councils are organising a Family
Nature Event on Saturday 9th June from 2pm - 4.30pm.
Please come to celebrate the 22nd Anniversary of the area
known as OXENHILL WOODS, 61 and a half acres of
woodland and meadow set between our two villages which is

enjoyed by many walkers, dogs with their owners and of course wildlife.
Admission is Free. Come and enjoy Tree, Leaf and Flower recognition, Leaf and
Bark rubbing. Bug hunts, Nature Craft, Face Painting, Drawing and
Painting........and hopefully some sunshine!

Coffee & Chat
The Evangelical Free Church will open again this summer for
coffee/tea and cake on Thursday 6th June from 2pm to 4pm. They
invite all those who would welcome an opportunity to meet with other
local people in a relaxed and friendly environment to join them. If
you need a lift, please ring 07510 909035. They look forward to
getting to know you. Kevin (Pastor) and Elaine Bracken, 81, Pilgrims

Way West. For more information see otfordefc@gmail.com

Otford/Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
If you would like to host our Hardelot Twins on the weekend of
27/29th September and/or join the coach trip to Hampton Court on
Saturday 28th September, please contact Jane Lawrey c/o the
Parish Council office as soon as possible.

Remember that you would be welcome to join the car-sharing visit to Hardelot on
the weekend of 6-8th July exploring the coast between Bologne and Le Touquet.
The Summer gathering will be in The Woodman PH on Monday 3rd June from
7.30pm. Do join them.

This Photo



Otford Gardeners’ Society
The next meeting is on Tuesday 4th June at 8pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall
when Kathrine Lynn will talk of the subject of ‘Companion Planting’. Kathrine is
very keen on the idea of choosing plants which can bring benefits to other plants
in the garden and help to minimise the damage done by pests and diseases.
Everybody is welcome. For more details, contact the secretary Janet Finney on
01959 523760 or email gardeners@otford.net

Otford Gardener’s Rose & Summer Show
The Rose and Summer Show will take place on Saturday 22nd June.
This show brings together the beautiful flowers and tasty fruit and
vegetables from the early summer garden. Also featured are flower
arrangements, cookery and photographic classes. The show takes place

in the Otford Village Memorial Hall and opens to the public at 2.15pm. Admission
is 50p, Teas will be served until 4pm.

Spanish Classes for Children
These award-winning “Spanish Classes for Children ages 7-11 years
old” are held at the Otford Village Memorial Hall every Tuesday
from 4.30pm. If you would like to find out more, please call: 07815
063582 or email belen@colorines.co.uk

Sevenoaks Flower Club
The Sevenoaks Flower Club  meet in Otford Village Memorial Hall.
Their next meeting will be on Tuesday 11th June starting at 1.45pm
when Patricia Ellis will talk about ‘Tin and Things’. Patricia is a past
club chairman and an active exhibitor at competitions and is co-

ordinator of flowers for Southwark Cathedral.
Visitors are very welcome at £5 and Annual membership is £37.

Royal Voluntary Service
The Royal Voluntary Service organises activities for mature people in
the area of Kent (55+ years old and above), via funding from the
Prudential, within the project “First Time for Everything”. The three
main strands of the social activities are exercise, artwork and IT
inclusion. These social activities hope to prevent isolation, loneliness
and depression, thereby improving the wellbeing of the more mature

population. The activities are always free to the attendees. It is a chance for
mature people to try something new that they may never have been able to try



before. There is a FREE DANCE EVENT at the Alexandra Suite, St Mary’s Road
in Swanley on Monday 1st July between 2pm and 4pm when you can go along and
have a taster class on Vibe Dancing. To book a place contact Rosemary Ellison by
email : rosemary.ellison@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or by phone or text 07876
484004. Refreshments provided by Sevenoaks District Senior Action Forum
which works together in the interests of people aged 50+. If you live in the
Sevenoaks District, join them and you can raise your concerns and issues.
Membership is free and you will receive newsletters with useful information about
transport, housing, benefits, health issues and local events. To find out more visit
www.sdsaf.org.uk

Otford Petanque Club
The Club play every Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm on the
terrain adjacent to the football pavilion on the Recreation
Ground. Thee is room for more members and they are
offering a first year without a subscription. You can turn

up and try out the game even if you have never played before and may surprise
yourself. We have spare sets of balls which can be loaned. If you are interested
and would like more information, please call Peter Wickenden on 01959 524242.

Seasonal Crime Prevention Advice
Places where you store tools, machinery and other valuable equipment
offer easy pickings to thieves.
You can reduce the risk of having your property stolen by:

 always putting tools and equipment away in a locked place
 disabling lawn mowers and other machinery when not in use and chaining

items together to a solid anchor point
 using closed shackle padlocks and installing alarms and security lights.

If your property is stolen, you have more chance of getting it back if it is
recovered by us if you write down some details (make, model, serial number and
identifying marks) and have pictures of the items.
You can also:
register your valuables on Immobilise - the national secure property database
security-mark items with a UV pen or a forensic marking solution

 keep hedges and fences maintained and gates locked
 secure hanging baskets to their brackets

Some burglars may break into your property looking for the keys to your
vehicle.
Always store keys away from doors and windows and take them with you when



you go to bed.
As well as locking and alarming your vehicle, you should also:

 Remove items left inside
 secure items in your boot if you need to leave your vehicle while you’re

out
 park in a secure car park or well-lit location whenever possible.
 If you’re clearing ice from your windscreen and need to go back to the

house, remove the keys from the ignition and lock your car. Don’t be
tempted to leave it running.

 Park in your garage if you have one.

Burglars are often opportunists who will target an open window now the weather
is getting warmer, an unlocked door or valuables on display if they think they
can get away with it.
Most burglaries happen on weekdays, in daylight, when you're more likely to be
out. As well as locking up each time you leave you can also:

 keep keys, cash and expensive items out of view
 use timer switches on lights and radios to make your home look occupied
 keep gates locked and boundaries secure
 lock away bikes, tools and garden items which could be stolen or used to

break into your home.
You could also:
security-mark items including bikes, mobiles and laptops
keep receipts, IMEI numbers and serial numbers safe (also see: mobile phone
theft), photograph and insure expensive or unique items. Install a safe, bolted
to the ground or a wall, or use a safety deposit box at the bank

Sevenoaks Greater World Christian Spiritualist Church
We are a Christian Spiritualist Church who have been for many years’ resident at
the Sevenoaks Community Centre. As you all may know the Community Centre is
being refurbished completely and so we are delighted to be moving to The Hope
Room at Otford Village Memorial Hall as from Sunday 9th June.
The Church itself has brought comfort and healing to many people in Sevenoaks
and the surrounding regions for well over 50 years and have been at the
Community Centre for over 12 years. We meet for Divine Worship and
Clairvoyance with a different visiting Medium every other Sunday at 3.30.p.m.
We will be posting a list of forthcoming dates for the rest of the year in due
course and you can also find us for information on Facebook under Sevenoaks
Christian Spiritualist Church.
We are very much looking forward to our move to Otford where we hope to make
many new friends as well as continuing with our old ones.



First Steps
First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This lively
group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased to
welcome new members.  It is run by the Methodist and St
Bartholomew’s Church and includes the opportunity for a chat,

refreshment and, also a short bible story, with singing and craft activities for
the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on alternate Wednesdays during term
time only. The next meetings will take place on 5th & 19th June. Contact Hazel
Terry on 01959 523047 for more details.

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
The next surgery will take place on 4th June between 10am and 12
noon. To book an appointment at this outreach please ring the office
admin number 01732 454443. Drop in appointments may be available
on the day. For telephone advice please ring 0300 330 9001.

The Arts Society Knole
The Arts Society Knole meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Sevenoaks
Community Centre, Bat & Ball. The lectures start promptly at 1.45 pm and finish
by 3 pm. The next lecture is on Thursday 20th June when Felicity Herring will
talk about ‘Lady Butler-Battle Artist’. Elizabeth Thompson was born in 1846 and
was brought up in Italy and England. She attended the Female School ofArt in
South Kensington. In 1874 this genteel lady sent a painting of the Crimean War
to the Royal Academy where it was an outstanding success. From then on, she
almost exclusively painted battle scenes from Waterloo to Afghanistan and WW1.
In 1877 Elizabeth married Major William Butler whose career culminated in a
Knighthood and the rank of General. She accompanied her husband to Egypt and
South Africa and continued to pain until her death in 1933.
For further information please see the website www.theartsscocietyknole.org.uk.

Hospices of Hope Events
On Thursday 13th June there will be a Ladies Lunch at Darenth
Valley Golf Club, Station Road, Shoreham and features champion
ballroom dancers Michael and Lauren Hemera. The lunch is from
12 noon until 3pm and tickets cost £29. The price includes a
mocktail on arrival, two course lunch with wine and coffee with
mints. Booking is through the website www.hospicesofhope.co.uk

by email to events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or by phone 01959 525110
On Saturday 6th July there will be a Quiz Night at the Otford Tea Rooms. Doors
open at 7pm, tickets cost £13.50 and include a light supper. Teams of between 4



and 6 people are recommended. Booking is through the website
www.hospicesofhope.co.uk by email to events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or by phone
01959 525110
On Wednesday 17th July there will be a Cider Tasting at The Bull PH, High
Street. From 7pm to 9.30pm. Tickets cost £15 and includes snacks, a soft drink,
a talk by Kentish Pip Ciders and the chance to taste up to 6 different ciders.
Thee will also be a light-hearted, cider themed quiz. Booking is through the
website www.hospicesofhope.co.uk by email to events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or
by phone 01959 525110

Calling all yarn lovers
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’ is in
conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place
for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one
another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or
weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and
knowledge; and to find help and support when your project
just isn’t going right! We meet on the fourth Tuesday of

the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The Woodman PH, Otford and the
second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am to 11am at the Pond View
Cafe, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You don’t need to book; there
are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase a hot or cold drink at the
venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine and Elaine.

Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children
Your child can see what it’s all about in a Two-Week Trial
during the Summer Term and to find out more about the Two-
Week Trial please call Lauren on 01732 430387 or visit
www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford.We also have a Summer

Workshop running 29th July -1st August for ages 4-18 years. Please ask principal
for more information by emailing otford@stagecoach.co.uk

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford
Methodist Church Hall. Two one hourly sessions are held on Thursdays – the first
class at 2.00pm is for the less able participant with many exercises done sitting
in a chair – the second class at 3.00pm is for the more able. The instructor is a
qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £4 is made which includes tea and
biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is
jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.



Heritage Centre artist for June
The Heritage Centre Artist for June is Betty Cooper. Following
yesteryears work and family commitments Betty felt that becoming
a member of the Otford Art Group some years ago, has enabled her
to ‘paint for pleasure’ free from distractions of everyday life. The

medium she prefers is watercolour of which the picture is an example. For the
last few years Betty has been the main organiser of the Otford Art Group which
as a result of her efforts has flourished and increased in numbers.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. If you need to contact Sevenoaks District
Council the number is 01732 227000.

Planning
The following applications have been considered by the Parish
Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732 227000.
a.New applications
SE/19/01055 Beechy Lees, Row Dow
Proposed swimming pool and pool house with changing

facilities, siting area and plant room.
SE/19/00974 6, Orchard Road
Erection of a rear single storey extension, first floor extension, roof space
converted to accommodation with dormer.
SE/19/00971 Bank Buildings, Station Road
Demolition of existing building, erection of replacement building comprising 3 x
1 bedroom and 2 x 2-bedroom residential units, parking and associated works.
b. Results Received
SE//19/00498 & 00499 The Bull PH, High Street
Installation of 4x replacement lanterns and 4 x new lanterns Allowed

Newsletter deadline
The July/August issue deadline is Friday 14th June

Don’t forget Father’s Day on Sunday 16th June

Please support your local shops, pubs and restaurant.


