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Parish Council  
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are 

available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via 

the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at 

www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk.  The next meetings will be on 11th March 

and 8th April in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.  

 

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby 
The last month has been dominated by the consultation process for the Sevenoaks 

District Council Draft Local Plan.  I think we are all agreed that it was not easy 

to work through the process required to make responses and the Parish Council 

would like to thank everyone who made the effort and had the necessary 

perseverance to make their views known.  A team at SDC is now entering those 

responses into their system and in a few days’ time you should be able to see your 

comments, together with those of other respondents, online.  (I doubt that they 

will be available as a printed document.)  Otford Parish Council made 22 separate 

responses covering most aspects of the Local Plan.  We now await the next stage 

in the consultation which is the public examination by an independent inspector. 

 

Our next task as a Parish is to continue work on the Neighbourhood Plan.  You will 

remember that a group of Otford residents has been discussing what we want 

Otford to look like over the next fifteen years – and beyond.  This plan needs to 

reflect the Sevenoaks Local Plan – or at least should not be in conflict with it!  

Expect more on this topic in the next issue of the Parish newsletter. 

 

And finally, for this month, my thanks to those individuals who came forward to 

volunteer for the Otford Fête Committee.  Your service to the community is much 

appreciated! 
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Community Warden Surgery 
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and 

community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and 

12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813 

713366.  

 

Otford Village Fete - Monday 27th May  
For our annual village fete the Committee decided that we 

should commemorate one of the most iconic moments in modern 

history, the 50th anniversary, on July 20th, 1969, when Apollo 

11 landed on the Moon. As Commander Neil Armstrong, the first 

person to walk where no man has gone before, famously said 

“one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”. It is also 

worth remembering that Otford has it’s very own, and the world’s largest, scale 

model of the Solar System, designed to show the exact position of the planets 

orbiting the sun as they were configured at the dawn of the new millennium. 

This year the Fete Committee has decided to support Guide 

Dogs, a charity close to our hearts, as we have two working dogs 

in our village. We are hoping to raise at least £2,500 to name a 

puppy and will be running our own competition to give ours a 

name (more about this in a later edition of the Parish 

Newsletter). You might be surprised to learn that there are 

30,000 children and young people in the UK living with sight loss 

and every hour of every day another person loses their sight. This is a terrible 

statistic! By donating to our campaign, you will be starting a puppy on its road to 

helping someone with sight loss get their own dog and in two years’ time (it takes 

20 months of specialised training before a puppy can be partnered with someone 

who has sight loss) that person will have a dog named by an Otford resident. 

Please visit https:///www.justgiving.com/fundraising/otfordvillagefete 

and help us help Guide Dogs change someone’s life for the better. Thank you. 

 

Otford Heritage Centre 
Otford Heritage Centre will be celebrating its 20th Anniversary this year in its 

present form. It has received visitors from all over the world besides folk from 

our locality and other pats of the British Isles, as our visitor books record. The 

Centre portrays 4,000 years of continuous habitation besides changing displays 

of recent history, village life, natural history and models such as Otford Palace, 

and the interior of an Oast House to name but a few. If you are a newcomer to 

Otford, or wish to entertain your visitors on a wet, or dry and sunny Saturday, 

Sunday or Bank Holiday afternoon the Heritage Centre will be open from 2.30 – 
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4.30pm from Saturday 2nd March to mid-December. Accompanied children are 

welcome. Admission is free but donations are welcome. We also have information 

about the scale model of the planets. It is acknowledged as the world’s largest 

scale model. We look forward to seeing you. (Additional stewards are always 

welcome. 

 

The Otford Village Society 
1. AGM 

Our Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday 25th April at 8 pm in the 

Otford Village Memorial Hall. Please do come and support us as we act on 

matters that affect the village. 

2. Membership 

The Society endeavours to act for the residents of Otford responding to issues 

which affect our village such as the recent consultation on the Sevenoaks District 

Council Local Plan. Here we made submissions to attempt to protect the Green 

Belt from the proposals contained therein. We need input and support from 

Otford residents like you! 

The louder our voice the better, in terms of campaigning and petitioning, and more 

signatures means more power. At one time the Otford Village Society had a 

Liaison Officer on every road in the village, who would deliver our newsletter and 

collect subscriptions (when we used to charge them - we don’t anymore).  

In this Digital Age we now do most of our correspondence via email, and we want 

to make Otford’s voice ring out loud. We currently only have 200 email addresses 

to reach out to, so please lend us your support, for the issues that matter to 

Otford. You can register by emailing membership@otfordsociety.org.uk with your 

name.  It won’t cost you anything and it won’t commit you to any particular 

involvement. We will only hold your details to be able to contact you with specific 

matters of local importance, and you won’t receive more than 10 emails a year. 

Please let us know even if you think we already have your address (a recent mailing 

had a number of ‘bounces’ which meant the message didn’t reach the intended 

recipient, perhaps due to a changed address or provider) 

Please encourage your friends and neighbours in Otford to register as well. Thank 

you! 

3. Committee Members 

We have lost 2 committee members recently, one through retirement after 

having served on the committee for a number of years, the other who has moved 

away from the area. As a consequence, we are looking for new members for the 

committee - the role is not onerous, and members can do as little or much as they 

wish. We are a group of men and women of ages from 30's to 60's. If we are not 

able to recruit new committee members it will limit what we can do and could spell 
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the end of the Society. Who then would represent residents in any campaigns to 

protect our village?  

4. Potholes 

Our village roads are deteriorating badly with potholes appearing everywhere. You 

can do your bit by reporting potholes to Kent County council on their website 

at https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem, click on 'Report 

a Problem' and follow the instructions. You'll need to give an address that the 

pothole is in front of, and say whether the pothole is on the left, right or middle 

of the road and the approx size (e.g. the size of a dinner plate, a car tyre or 

bigger and the depth of a golf ball, a tennis ball or bigger). KCC only repair 

potholes deeper than 50mm. 

Keith Gofton  - Chairman 

Otford Village Memorial Hall Refurbishment Update 
Your Hall has become much more environmentally friendly 

thanks to the generosity of The Enovert Trust who very 

kindly granted us 90% towards the costs for PV Solar 

Energy Generation. The Solar Panels were installed on 9th 

January 2019 and are now generating enough electricity 

for us to export some to the National Grid, reduce our 

electricity costs and perhaps of more importance, reduce 

our Carbon Footprint. In addition to this we have recently replaced the worn-out 

fascia and rotting doors at the back on the building as well as refurbishing the 

main entrance areas which now have LED lighting. 

The focus of our efforts now moves to the Main Hall, Stage Area and Main Hall 

Kitchen where a full refurbishment will take place between 28th July and 24th 

August when the Main Hall will be closed. The refurbishment of the Main Hall and 

Stage Area is being carried out earlier than we could have hoped, largely due to 

an extremely generous donation from The Otford Players. 

It would be good to believe that once we have completed this phase of activities, 

we will be able to have a break from our labours but our Hall just like the Forth 

Bridge will never be completed. However, we are confident that by the end of 

August our Village Hall will be a community centre we can all be proud of. 

One small thing to help us. If you buy from Amazon please start using Amazon 

Smile at https://smile.amazon.co.uk When you log on to Amazon Smile you will get 

all the normal deals and offers but can select Otford Village Memorial Hall as a 

charity to support and 0.5% of your spend excluding VAT will be donated to our 

Village Hall. This may seem a small % but the more people who buy using Amazon 

Smile and select Otford Village Memorial Hall as their Charity the more we 

benefit. So please tell your family and friends about Amazon Smile! 
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All that you need to do is –  

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.co.uk on your desktop or mobile phone browser. 

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of 

any page and then select the option to Change your Charity. ... 

3. Select Otford Village Memorial Hall, then you’re done. Easy! 

Remember, our Village Hall is not owned by Otford Parish Council. It is owned by 

us, the Villagers, in Trust. 

 

Saturday Coffee Morning 
Don’t forget if you happen to be in the village on a Saturday 

morning between 10:30 and 12:00 you can get a cup of tea or 

coffee in the village for just 50p in the Club Room at the Village 

Memorial Hall (and throw in a biscuit for free as well!) Quite a 

number of village residents turn up every week so why not come and meet friends 

and neighbours and help to support your local village hall at the same time.  

 

Otford Oast WI 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st March at 9.30am in Otford Village 

Memorial Hall when Richard Griffin on being a ‘Bodyguard to the Royals’. New 

members are very welcome. The first meeting is free. For more information 

please e-mail otfordoastwi@mail.com. 

Otford Evening WI 
The next meeting is on Thursday 14th March at 7.30pm in the Club Room of the 

Otford Village Memorial Hall when their speaker Tim Pearce will talk about the 

‘Sevenoaks Shops – from the good old days to 2018’. Visitors are very welcome to 

join us and if more information is needed, please contact our President on 01959 

524831. 

 

Annual Assembly 
This is early notification for the Annual Assembly of the 

Electors of the Parish, more commonly called the Annual 

Parish Meeting, which will be held, in the Club Room of the 

Village Hall on Monday 15th April at 7pm for refreshments 

before a 7.30pm start. This is your chance to ask questions 

about what is happening in the village and to talk to 

representatives from village organisations who will be 

present so please attend if you can. 
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Otford Library News 
There will be a Spring themed craft event for young children at 

the library run by Kathryn and Poppy on Saturday 9th March  

between 10.30am-12.00pm. Please do drop in or  contact Otford 

library if you would like more details.’’ 

IT help is available on Tuesdays 10.00am-12.00pm and Saturdays 10.00-12.00pm. 

It is essential to make an advance booking for this either by phoning 03000 41 

31 31 and asking to be put through to Otford library or by coming into the 

library to book an appointment. The library has free public Wi-Fi. Alternatively, 

customers are welcome to use one of the public computers. There is no charge 

for this service. 

• Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a 

free activity. 

• Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the 

library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some 

new faces. 

• Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the 

year. No need to book and this is a free activity. 

 

Spanish Classes for Children 
Award winning “Spanish Classes for Children ages 7-11 years old” 

are held at the Otford Village Memorial Hall every Tuesday from 

4.30pm. If you would like to find out more, please call: 07815 

063582 or email belen@colorines.co.uk   
 

Office Volunteers for Hospices of Hope 
Hospices of Hope is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help 

with administrative tasks in its office in the High Street in 

Otford. Volunteering for Hospices of Hope will give you the 

opportunity to gain new skills, meet new people and have fun whilst 

helping to provide specialist hospice care for vulnerable people 

across South Eastern Europe. Whether you want to work 

occasionally, for a few hours a week or even once a month we can find a role that 

will suit your skills and availability! For more information, contact us on 01959 

525110 or email office@hospicesofhope.co.uk 
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Could you volunteer with us and join our team to 

#InspireGirls in Girlguiding Knole Division? 
We cannot meet demand and have several hundred girls 

waiting to join our units in the Sevenoaks area.  We need new 

volunteers to support existing units, prevent some closing and 

open new ones! We have current vacancies for a variety of different roles, 

working directly with girls and young women in units as uniformed Leaders or unit 

helpers or behind the scenes managing the admin or accounts. 

What’s in it for me? You will make new friends, learn new skills, enhance your CV, 

‘give something back’ get involved in your local community and have lots of fun! 

Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of benefits like free training and 

resources and a member’s scheme. 

Please register your interest on the Girlguiding UK website and we will be in touch 

to chat through the options. 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/ 

 

Sevenoaks Embroiderer’s Guild 
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 30th March when 

the speaker will talk about ‘Fine Cell Work – Working within the 

Prison system’ in Otford Village Memorial Hall The meetings start 

at 10am and talks commence at 2pm and end with tea and cakes 

at about 4pm. For further information please contact Sylvia 

Grafton on 01732 452117.  

 

Otford & District Historical Society 
The next meeting of the 2018/19 Winter programme will be on 

Wednesday 20th March at 8pm, refreshments served from 

7.30pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall. The talk Sir Paul 

Brittan will be on ‘The Evolution of Kentish Parish Churches’ 

Adult subscription is £10. No charge for under 16’s and 

visitors, are welcome at £3 per meeting. 

 

McDonalds 
The Parish Council will be holding another joint litter pick event with McDonalds 

on Tuesday 5th March. A big thank you to Marie who organises the event. Just 

for information McDonalds like to hire local people and there are currently 

vacancies available. If you are interested, please call 01689 493478. 
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1940s Society 
The next meeting of the 1940s Society will take place 

on Friday 29th March in Otford Village Memorial Hall at 8pm 

when the talk by  Museum Director Jemma Davey will be on ‘The 

Biggin Hill Memorial Museum’. No reminder is necessary 

concerning the crucial role played by Biggin Hill during the 

Battle of Britain in 1940. The museum opened to the public in 

early February 2019.Further details on 07927 748773. 

Admission is £3.  

 

Come & Play 
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They 

meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to 11.15am. 

They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their grown-ups to 

join them for lots of fun play activities, including painting, playdough, 

trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and construction. Please contact Elaine 

at otfordefc@gmail.com   www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035 
 

The Kent Food Trails 
We want to inspire you with the amazing food and drink of Kent. 

From products grown here for hundreds of years to 21st century 

innovations, food and drink has shaped the landscape of our 

wonderful county and we want to encourage you to explore all it has 

to offer. Use it to guide you through what to do, where to eat and 

stay so you can make the most of the Garden of England. 

The website (www.kentfoodtrails.co.uk) will allow you to create trails through 

Kent. Choose a place to start, see what else is nearby and create a day to 

remember. Or perhaps you would prefer to take a trail we have curated for you. 

Too much to do in a day? Then why not stay overnight in one of the many camping, 

glamping, B&B, treehouses, shepherds huts or boutique hotels! We want you to 

explore, eat and enjoy. You can also find six bite sized guides to 

some of our most iconic products – explore the history and more 

importantly the future of these vital parts of our agricultural 

landscape. All the businesses involved are united by the pride and 

passion they have for what they grow, make, sell and serve. Local 

businesses that are at the heart of our communities and economy – 

Keep it Kentish and support your local producers. 

If you are inspired to find out more about buying local, then you can visit 

www.producedinkent.co.uk. 
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Otford/Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association 
The next Otford-Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association Social 

Gathering will be at the Woodman Pub in Otford on Monday 4th 

March at 7.30pm when we shall be showing the film "Un Homme et 

une Femme" with English subtitles, starring  Anouk Aimee, who was 

married to the late Albert Finney between 1970 and 1978. We shall look 

forward to seeing as many Otfordians, relations, friends and neighbours as are 

free to join us. 

 

Denise Thompson Designer Florist Spring Workshop 
On Friday 8th March at 7pm in Otford Village 

Memorial Hall Denise Thompson our village’s own 

designer florist is offering the chance for you to 

come and create your own beautiful spring display.  

The cost will be £40. Everything will be provided 

(except scissors/secateurs - please bring your own) and light refreshments will 

add to the fun. Places are always limited so please call 01959 525009 to book 

your place. 

Cheeki Monkeys Baby & Children’s Markets 
The next market is on Saturday 2nd March between 10.00am 

- 12.00 noon and then the following one on is Saturday 11th 

May same time both at Otford Village Memorial Hall. 

Entry for shoppers is £1 for adults and kids go free 

There will be hundreds of preloved baby/child related items 

on sale at bargain prices as well as family focused craft and 

business stalls. Refreshments will be on sale too. There are some stalls still 

available for anyone who wishes to have a clear out of their unwanted and unused 

children's goods. Preloved stalls cost £12 and can be booked via our website 

www.cheekimonkeys.co.uk / More information can be found on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/cheekimonkeyssevenoaks or by emailing 

charlene1.cheekimonkeys@gmail.com 

 

Otford Gardeners’ Society 
On Tuesday 5th March at 8pm Steve Edney is the first speaker 

for Otford Gardeners' Society this year. His subject is 'The 

Restoration of the Salutation Gardens'. He is Head Gardener at 

these marvellous gardens in Sandwich and has been involved in the 

restoration project from the beginning. Steve is also an 

accomplished broadcaster, grower and Chelsea exhibitor. The talk takes place in 
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Otford Village Hall. Everybody is welcome. For more details, contact the 

secretary Janet Finney on 01959 523760 or email gardeners@otford.net 

Spring Show 
Then on Saturday 23rd March they will hold their Spring 

Show in Otford Memorial Hall from 2.15pm to 4.15pm which will 

feature spring bulbs and early flowers as well as flower 

arrangements, cookery and photography classes. Admission is 

50p and homemade teas are available until 4pm.For further details email Janet 

Finney at gardeners@otford.net or visit the website otford.info/gardeners 

 

Sevenoaks Flower Club 
The Sevenoaks Flower Club  meet in Otford Village Memorial 

Hall. Their next meeting will be on Tuesday 12th March starting 

at 1.45pm. Their demonstrator at this meeting will Lionel Clarke.  

Lionel’s first interest was the garden. He joined a Horticultural 

Society to learn more about garden plant material. He then 

trained to become an Area Demonstrator. His talk is entitled 

‘Swan Song’ Visitors are very welcome at £5 and Annual membership is £37. 

First Steps 

First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This 

lively group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased 

to welcome new members.  

 It is run by the Methodist and St Bartholomew’s Church and includes 

the opportunity for a chat, refreshment and, also a short bible story, with 

singing and craft activities for the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on 

alternate Wednesdays during term time only. The next meetings will take place 

on 13th and 27th March Contact Hazel Terry on 01959 523047 for more 

details. 

 

The Kemsing Singers 
On Saturday 9th March at 7.30pm in the Pamoja 

Hall, The Space at Sevenoaks School, the Sevenoaks 

and Tonbridge Concert Band and Kemsing Singers  

are presenting a joint concert of lively and popular 

music to suit all tastes, in aid of The Silas Pullen 

Fund. Included are compilations from musicals and 

opera such as Chess, Phantom of the Opera and 

Verdi choruses and much, much more.  
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Tickets are priced £8.00 (£1.00 for under-18s) and are available 

from  https://boxoffice.sevenoaksschool.org  or 01732 467765.  For more 

information visit our websites. www.stband.co.uk  - www.kemsingsingers.com   

 

The Arts Society Knole 
The Arts Society Knole meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month at the Sevenoaks Community Centre, Bat & Ball. The 

lectures start promptly at 1.45 pm and finish by 3 pm. The next 

lecture is on Thursday 21st March when Valerie Woodgate 

will talk about ‘The Art of North America’. The art of early American settlers 

owed more to their European origins than indigenous art with the new Republic, 

the openings up of the West and the years following the Civil War all providing  

inspiration for artists. Artists responded to the boom years of the twenties and 

then the despair of the thirties, when American art survived and developed 

thanks to the support of the Federal Arts Project. 

 Following the Second World War New York replaced Paris as the centre of the 

avant-garde. For further information please see the website 

www.theartsscocietyknole.org.uk. 

 

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach 
The next surgery will take place on and Tuesday 5th March between 

10am and 12 noon. To book an appointment at this outreach please 

ring the office admin number 01732 454443. Drop in appointments 

may be available on the day. For telephone advice please ring 0300 

330 9001.   

 

Independence at Home 
Most people want to stay in their own homes for as long as they can; they also 

want to be as independent as possible. Citizens Advice in Sevenoaks & Swanley 

have been asked by Sevenoaks District Council to help eligible people to apply for 

grants to enable them to remain in their own homes (owner occupied or rented) 

safely and independently for longer. 

To assess what help you need, we can visit you in your home and then help you to 

apply for a NON-MEANS TESTED Safe and Secure Grant of up to £1,000 if 

you are over 60 or have a specific medical condition. Grants can be obtained for 

anything that will help keep you safe and promote your independence, including: 

• aids such as grab rails, chair raisers, bath seats, raised toilet seats, 

ramps and stair rails 
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• additional security measures such as mortice locks, door chains, window 

locks, even a new secure front door 

• aids to help those with memory problems who might, for example, leave 

the bath running or forget to close the front door. 

We can also help you to apply for a NON-MEANS TESTED Accelerated Facility 

Grant of up to £7,500 which could, for example, pay for both a wet room and 

a straight stair lift. 

There are also larger, means tested Disabled Facilities Grants of up to £30,000 

to pay for more extensive adaptations needed as a result of a disability. 

If you own your home but have a low income so claim Pension Credit or Council Tax 

Support, then Citizens Advice can help you to apply for a Housing Assistance 

Grant of up to £10,000 for urgent repairs - like a leaking roof - or to buy a new 

boiler. 

Some of the grants are repayable but not until the property is sold or 

transferred; and no interest is added.  

This is just an overview - if you are interested and think you might be eligible - 

please ring for an appointment or call into one of our drop-in advice sessions: 

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks:  

Buckhurst Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 1HW - next to the library- 01732 454443 

Open for drop in between 10am and 2pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

Citizens Advice Swanley:  

38 Swanley Centre, London Road, Swanley BR8 7TQ - between Wilko and 

Specsavers - 01322 875888 

Open for drop in between 10.30am and 2.30pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays 

 

Calling all yarn lovers 
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’  is in 

conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place 

for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one 

another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or 

weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and 

knowledge; and to find help and support when your project 

just isn’t going right! We meet on the fourth Tuesday of 

the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The Woodman PH, Otford and the 

second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am to 11am at the Hospice of 

Hope Tea Rooms, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You don’t need 

to book; there are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase a hot or 

cold drink at the venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine and Elaine. 

 



Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children 
At Stagecoach Otford, we provide high quality 

part-time training in the Performing Arts for 

children aged 4 - 18 years. Our aim is to nurture 

and develop young potential through singing, 

acting and dance classes for children - stretching 

young imaginations, building confidence and life 

skills whilst also having fun through all the three 

disciplines. 

Our Principal, Lauren, has a background as a professional Singer, Guest 

Entertainer and Music teacher, and brings with her a wealth of knowledge and 

experience that she aims to instil into the school and students.  

At Stagecoach Otford we are open every Saturday during school term time with 

holiday workshops during the school holidays. 

Come and see what we're up to this term by contacting us today! 

Phone: 01732 430 387 

Website: https://www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OtfordStagecoach/  

Email: otford@stagecoach.co.uk  
 

 

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch 
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford 

Methodist Church Hall. Two one hourly sessions are held on Thursdays – the first 

class at 2.00pm is for the less able participant with many exercises done sitting 

in a chair – the second class at 3.00pm is for the more able. The instructor is a 

qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £4 is made which includes tea and 

biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is 

jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.  

 

RSPB Sevenoaks Local Group 
 The next meeting of 2019 will be on Thursday 7th March at 7.45pm 

in Otford Village Memorial Hall when Andrew Cleave will be talking 

about ‘Tigers & Teasias’ the birds and wildlife of northern India. 

Fascinating endemic and migratory species in mountain terrain, 

forests, marshes and grasslands – a teasia is a very small, but very colourful bird, 

quite a contrast with a tiger. Group members £2.50, non-members £3.50. 

Telephone 01959 563530 for more details.  
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West Kent Mind 
West Kent Mind is pleased to let you know 

about their new service:     

The new West Kent service Brighter Futures 

is a 1.5-hour workshop for anyone who wants 

help to cope with bereavement or any other 

loss such as the loss of employment, a home, 

your mobility or a pet. The workshops will be facilitated by a qualified Counsellor 

and offer group support and psychoeducation around grief and loss. Workshop 

locations and dates: 

Tonbridge:                Thursday 1 March 11am to 12.30pm 

Tunbridge Wells:        Thursday 21 March 10.30am to 12pm 

Sevenoaks:                Thursday 28 March 2.00pm to 3.30pm 

Tonbridge:                Friday 12 April 11.00 am to 12.30 pm 

To book a place, make a referral or to find out more please visit: 

https://westkentmind.org.uk/a-brighter-future#workshops or call 01732 

744950 

Recycle Ink Cartridges & Toners 
You can recycle your used ink cartridges and toners and raise 

money for Otford Primary School. Just take them into school 

or drop them into the Parish Council office. Thank you. 

 

Heritage Centre artist for March/April  
 The Heritage Centre Artist for March and April is Chris Towers. 
Chris has been a member of the Otford Art Group for about 12 

years. He likes to paint flowers in watercolour during the spring and 

summer particularly tulips and irises he has picked from his own 

garden. At other times of the year he paints birds and animals in acrylics. This 

month’s shows a tiger in the Pench Reserve in India which followed the jeep he 

was in for about 8 minutes. He says it was a wonderful experience and luckily the 

tiger was in a good mood. 

 

Volunteer Drivers 
Do you own a car? Could you take an elderly/disabled 

person to a medical appointment or shopping just once a 

week? Dial 2 Drive need volunteer drivers to cope with 

the increasing number of passengers who wish to use this service. The role is 

flexible could be once a month or daily depending on the time the driver can offer. 

Please contact them on 0300 777 1200 or driving@imago.community if you would 

like to help. 

https://westkentmind.org.uk/a-brighter-future#workshops
mailto:driving@imago.community


Tudor Drive 
If we have icy or even snowy weather conditions in the next month or so it would 

be helpful and safer for all concerned if cars were parked off the road in Tudor 

Drive, but not on the grass verge, particularly on the hill where moving vehicles 

run the risk of sliding into parked cars as they drive slowly down the hill with 

footbrake engaged, or if that is not an option please park all cars on the same 

side of the road. Also, at all times of the year please be sure that there is enough 

space between cars on opposite sides of the road to allow large vehicles, including 

emergency vehicles, to pass easily and safely through. Thank you 

 

Planning 
The following applications have been considered by the Parish 

Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732 227000. 

a. New applications 

SE/18/03852 Albany, Shoreham Road 

Demolition of front and side porch and greenhouse. Erection of a side and rear 

extension. Front and side first floor extension. Enlargement of driveway, and 

patio, raised rear garden level, new freestanding wall. 

SE/19/00004 24 Greenhill Road 

Single storey front and rear extensions, conversion of garage and alterations to 

fenestration. Driveway alterations. 

SE/19/00066 33 Knighton Road 

Single storey side, front and rear extension. Paving to front garden. 

SE/18/03899 29 Willow Park 

Single storey rear and side extension. Demolition of garage and rear 

conservatory. 

SE/19/00058 Two Chimneys, 16, Hillydeal Road 

Removal of existing conservatory and pitched roof above single storey element 

to the rear. The erection of a two-storey side extension with single storey rear 

extension. Minor internal alterations. Rooflight to north elevation. Raised paved 

area. 

SE/19/00-145 Beechy Lees, Row Dow 

Proposed swimming pool and pool house with changing facilities, sitting area, 

store and plant room. 

SE/19/00149 Orchard House, 48, Well Road 

Installation of three new roof lights to the front and south-west side elevations 

and on the flat roof. Amendments to the dormer to the rear elevation and new 

chimney to the south-east elevation. 

SE//19/00091 93, Willow Park 

Extension to bathroom at first floor 

 



SE/19/00260 91 Well Road 

Single storey rear extension 

b.Results Received 

SE//18/03420 1, Wickham Field, Pilgrims Way West 

Subdivision of plot and erection of new detached dwelling with integral garage 

           Refused 

SE/18/03302 The Ridgeway, Pilgrims Way East 

New driveway         Allowed 

SE/18/03580 The Bull PH, 17, High Street 

Proposed internal alterations to public house with new floor finishes, wall 

finishes, new stud partitions and wall configurations   Allowed 

SE/18/02984 Downshire House, 30 Pilgrims Way East 

Relaying of an existing patio and extending it to the rear of the house Allowed 

SE/18/03110 South Meadow, 45 Greenhill Road 

Single storey front extension, loft conversion, terrace entrance gates/fence 

and triple garage with drive. New dormer, alterations to fenestration Allowed 

SE/18/03531 Christiania, 28, Greenhill Road 

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with 

attached garage, alterations of access and landscaping works  Allowed 

SE/18/03493 27 Hillydeal Road 

Part single, part two storey rear extension including Juliet balcony and 

rooflights. Alterations to fenestration and front porch.   Allowed 

SE/18/03733 Strath Darent House, Shoreham Road 

Minor material amendment to SE/18/02371     Allowed 

SE/18/03674 27 Broughton Road 

Conservatory         Allowed

  

Newsletter deadline 
The April issue deadline is Friday 15th March 

 

Don’t forget the clocks go forward on 

 Sunday 31st March 

And Mother’s Day is also on 

 Sunday 31st March 

Why not dine out on your High Street – and shop local on the 

High Street and Parade and get that special gift for your Mum 

 


