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Telephone/answerphone: 01959 524808 Fax: 01959 525298

Office hours 8.30 to 12.30 Mon to Fri – clerk@otfordpc.co.uk

Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on 9th March &
14th April in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
There has been some progress on the improvements to Palace
Park Wood.  For those who do not know the area, it lies just to
the East side of the A225 Sevenoaks Road near the cemetery.
Over the past years the Wood has deteriorated – the drains
have become clogged, the pond has been allowed to dry out, the
moorhens are gone, and ill-considered tree planting close to the

ancient oak (did you know that there is an ancient oak there?) is threatening its
well-being.
Having taken back management of the Wood, the Parish Council is carrying out
emergency work to make some of the trees safe, repair the gate and a bridge,
and deal with the worst of the boggy areas so that the area is accessible in wet
weather.  A management plan has been drawn up to address tree planning,
restoring the pond, and clearing the drains.  The two key aims of the project are
to support biodiversity, and to help more people learn about and enjoy the
heritage of this 5.1 hectare site.  The Council has established a small management



group led by Cllr Mary Evans and has applied for funding from the Darent Valley
Landscape Partnership Scheme.  The project is also supported by the NW Kent
Countryside Partnership.

There are now two electric vehicle charging points in the High Street
Car Park.  These are on the South side of the car park, near to the
new toilets.  Please note that they are reserved for charging full
electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids – not for general parking.  Non-
electric cars parked in the bays will be subject to penalty charges.

Please note that the existing disabled parking pays are unaffected.  The Parish
Council has been able to install these charging points at no cost to Otford
residents; the capital investment and installation costs are being borne by the
company operating the EV charging points.

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and
12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813
713366.

‘VE Day 75’ The Celebration Picnic on Otford Recreation Ground.
A special date for your diary... 1.30pm on Friday 8th May
when Otford village will be celebrating the 75th anniversary
of the ‘Ending of the War in Europe’ together with the rest
of the country.
• Friday, 8th May is a Bank Holiday and the Parish Council
invites you, along with your family and friends, to a
celebratory Picnic on Otford recreational ground.
• The event starts at 1.30pm and picnic blankets, and chairs
will be arranged around the open French doors and patio area
of the Memorial Hall in a ‘V’-for-Victory formation to reflect
the common arrangement for ‘Victory Day’ street parties in
1945.

• If you wish to could come dressed in wartime costumes, or wearing patriotic
red, white and blue, please do !
• The event will be ‘bring your own food and drink’... and we will provide the 1940s-
themed Live Entertainment... and much fun will be had by all...!
• At 3pm there will be a moment for reflection as a bugler sounds the Last Post,
and Reveille. This is being repeated at the same time throughout the country....
and culminates with adults and children raising a glass of refreshment to repeat
the Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of World War Two.



• As an added ‘incentive’ to come you can sample such wartime delights as banana-
parsnips, Woolton pie, potato pastry, lettuce sandwiches and other gastronomic
delights from the war years.
• In the extremely unlikely event that the Bank Holiday weather should prove
inclement (snow or rain...!) the picnic will be held inside the Memorial Hall?

Just after the Second World War was over, Otford children gather on the
recreational ground to celebrate Peace.

VE Day 75 ‘Remembering Otford’s War’
Another event for your diary... ‘Remembering Otford’s
War’ to be held in Otford Parish Church at 6pm on ‘VE Day
75’, Friday 8th May.
• This will be an hour-long tribute to honour Otford’s role
during the Second World War.
• Not only will it pay tribute to the seven Otford men who
fell in the conflict, but will also feature the wider ‘sweep’
of the Second World War as it impacted locally – upon
those in the forces and the hard-working men and women
who kept the war-factories open, the hospitals operational
and our local farms running throughout the years of
turmoil.

• You will hear a wealth of local stories... some uplifting and some tragic, others
are light-hearted and humorous. We will also hear from those who were bombed-
out, and tales from evacuees whose reminiscences of Otford’s countryside are
both joyous and poignant.
• On the night there will be an audio-visual display by Barbara Darby for this
special occasion... and we have cine film shot during the war which shows a very
different Otford from now... but somehow, hauntingly familiar !
• At 7pm, as we come out of church, the bells will ring-out as part of the
nationwide celebration to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Peace.



Save the date!
Make sure you have Saturday 6th June in your diaries for what
will be a major community event in our village. On this date, we will
be celebrating the 500th anniversary of Henry VIII’s stay in
Otford. In June 1520, Henry, his wife, Catherine of Aragon, and
his retinue were on their way to meet King Francis I of France at
a lavish camp near Calais. The camp, with its impressive costumes

decorated with gold, silver and pearls, became known as the Field of Cloth of Gold.
The aim of the meeting was to bring Britain and France together as friends, but
within two years, the two countries were at war.
On 6th June you can find out more about Henry VIII’s visit to Otford Palace.
There will be Tudor music, a Tudor market, Morris dancing, activities for children
and a play full of intrigue and excitement!
If you’d like to get involved, contact secretary@otfordpalace.org. to volunteer.
We are particularly looking for stewards (over 18 years old) and a handyman or
two (basic carpentry skills would be useful) to help us build props.
It’s not too late to take part in the two theatrical performances on the day,
either. Contact sueevans44@btinternet.com if you can act, juggle, dance or sing.
All welcome!

Vitality Home Health – The Crown Otford
The 1st Monday of each month between 10am and 12 noon sees The Otford
Memory Café situated in The Crown, 10 High Street Otford. An activity driven
gathering of people with varying abilities touched by Dementia, be it carers,
family members or people who have a diagnosis. Refreshments along with a slice
of cake are available. Vitality Mobility GP is on hand to answer questions or for
advice in a confidential area if required. Every Tuesday and Thursday brings T’ai
Chi/Yoga for those of any ability to The Crown, 11am – 12 Noon, again
refreshments along with a chance to get to know each other. £10.00 per session.
Fitness with Friends, fun filled dance style fitness for the mature and retired,
plus time to make new friends over a well-earned cuppa. Every Tuesday 1.30-3.00.
£6.00 per session, includes refreshments.
Telephone 01732 755582 or email hello@vitalityhomehealth.co.uk

Saturday Coffee Morning
Don’t forget if you happen to be in the village on a Saturday
morning between 10:30 and 12:00 you can get a cup of tea or
coffee and biscuit in the Club Room at the Village Memorial Hall
Come and meet friends and neighbours and help to support your

local village hall at the same time.



Otford Village Fete - Monday 25 May 11am - 4.00pm
The Committee is hard at work organising this year’s fete with
the theme - Tokyo Olympics. Elands Veterinary Clinic who
organise our ever-popular Dog Show will be running special
Olympic Themed Classes and, for 2020, we will be having a

climbing wall run by a professional outside company. Believe it or not, wall climbing
is one of the many events being included in the Olympics so we just had to order
our own. There will be several new activities and stalls this year, including a Design
a Medal Competition with our own medals as prizes. We are also running a
Competition to design the front cover of our programme.
For more information and entry form please keep checking our website:
www.otfordvillagefete.org

Otford Library News
There will be a craft event for children at Otford library
on Saturday 14th March between 10am and 11.30am. ‘Cress
heads’ and ‘Fairy houses’ will be made at this session. Please do
let staff at the library know if your children would like to come

for the morning.

IT Volunteer assistance is offered on Mondays 10.00am-12.00pm and
Saturdays 10.00-12.00pm. It is essential to make an advance booking for this by
either phoning 03000 413131 and asking to be put through to Otford library or
by coming into the library to book an appointment. The library has free public
Wi-Fi. Alternatively, customers are welcome to use one of the public computers.
There is no charge for this service.’

 Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a
free activity.

 Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the
library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some
new faces.

 Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the
year. No need to book and this is a free activity.

Library opening hours are:
Monday – 9am to 1pm
Tuesday 9am to 5pm (please note - now closed between 12noon and 1pm)
Wednesday – Closed/Thursday – 9am to 1pm/Friday – 1pm to 5pm/Saturday
10am to 2pm



Spanish Classes for Children
These award-winning “Spanish Classes for Children ages 7-11
years old” are held at the Otford Village Memorial Hall every
Tuesday from 4.30pm. If you would like to find out more, please
call: 07815 063582 or email belen@colorines.co.uk

The Otford Village Society
A brief Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 30th April at 8pm in the
Players Hall (previously known as Main Hall) in Otford Village Memorial Hall and
all residents are invited to attend.
Since the publication of the December/January newsletter we have received a
few regrets that the Society is expiring, but no offers from people prepared to
take over its running. If there are people in the village who are prepared to take
over the running of the Society including becoming Trustees please e-mail
chairman@otfordsociety.org.uk. There will need to be at least 3, one of which will
need to take on the role of Chairman and another that of Treasurer.
The constitution requires nominations for such roles to be made in advance of the
meeting and be signed by the person making the nomination, and by the nominee
to show his or her willingness to be appointed. Provided there are at least 3
nominations a vote will be held at the meeting.
The constitution also requires a quorum of 30 members to be present at the
meeting, or else the meeting needs to be reconvened. Given the apathy shown to
the Society the Trustees have determined that they will not reconvene the
meeting and that whatever members are present will constitute a quorum.
In the absence of the appointment of three new Trustees, the current resigning

Trustees will remain in post for as long as it takes for the affairs of the Society
to be wound up.
It is intended that any remaining funds be transferred to the Memorial Hall
development fund, and any other assets such as a gazebo, notice boards etc be
given to other charities or disposed of if unwanted.

Otford Evening WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th March at 7.30pm in Otford Village
Memorial Hall. The speaker is Barbara Steven and the subject is the
‘Alternative Calendar Girl’s – very intriguing! Subscriptions are now due and can
be paid at the meeting. New members are very welcome. More information can
be obtained from their President on 01959 524831.



Otford Oast WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 19th March when Julia Davies will be giving
a ‘Spring Cookery Demonstration’. The first meeting is free. For more information
please e-mail otfordoastwi@mail.com. Visitors are very welcome.

Otford & District Historical Society
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 18th March on at 8pm in
the Otford Village Memorial Hall. Doors open from 7.30pm with
refreshments. The talk by Imogen Corrigan will be on ‘Stone on
Stone – the men who built the Cathedrals’ . Adult subscription is
£10 or £3 per meeting

North West Kent Family History Society
The next meeting of the North West Kent Family History Society will be on
Thursday 12th March at 8pm. Doors open at 7.30pm in Otford Village Memorial
Hall. The talk by Carol Harris will be on ‘Women and the official War Artist
Scheme of the World Wars’
Annual membership is £10, and visitors are asked for a contribution. The Society
was formed in 1978 to aid and encourage the study of family history and genealogy
in North West Kent and the ancient Kent parishes now SE London.

1940’s Society
On Friday 27th March the talk by Les Fryatt is entitled ‘Recollections of a D
Day Veteran’ The meeting will be held in the Otford Village Memorial Hall.
Doors open at 7.30pm and the talk will be at 8pm. Admission £3. Refreshments
(including home-made cake) are available.

Otford Short Mat Bowls
Otford Short Mat Bowls Club meet in the Players Hall at
Otford Village Memorial Hall between 2pm and 5pm. We are a
small friendly club looking for more players. Please come along
and try it-we can supply you with bowls to try out – first three
sessions are free of charge, thereafter £3 per session (Tea
and biscuits included). For more information ring Marion on
01474 852351 or Hugh on 01474 708050.This Photo by



Please do not drop litter in your village
More than two million pieces of litter are dropped in the UK every day. The cost
to the taxpayers for street cleaning is over £1 billion a year.
Litter is anything from a crisp packet or cigarette butt to a bag of rubbish. All
litter is unsightly and makes our local areas look untidy and uncared for.
Common litter items include fast-food packaging, sweet wrappers, drinks cans,
bottles and cigarette butts.
Litter does not clean itself away. It can take years to degrade, causing harm to
wildlife and habitats. Food people drop – whether it is half-eaten burgers, chips
or apple cores - can attract pigeons and vermin such as rats.
There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t expect
someone else to pick up for you. KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY

The Arts Society Knole
The Arts Society Knole meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at St Nicholas
Church, Rectory Lane, Sevenoaks. The lectures start promptly at 1.45 pm and
finish by 3 pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 19th March when the
lecturer Mr Oliver Everett will talk about ‘India: British contributions to its
History, Archaeology, Architecture and Language’. The talk describes the very
successful work in the fields of history, languages, religions, archaeology,
architecture, topography, sociology, zoology and botany undertaken by a series of
Britons who are not often give the recognition they deserve. They were Civil
Servants, Judges, Doctors, Engineers, Surveyors and others who immersed
themselves in the local culture and revealed a great deal about India’s amazing
past.
For more information please see the website www.theartsscocietyknole.org.uk.

Otford Trail Runners
A friendly and sociable group for all those that enjoy running the beautiful hills
and trails around Otford, Shoreham and the Darenth Valley during the week and
on weekends. We hold a monthly 10-mile handicap circular trail race from
Otford to Lullingstone (via Shoreham Woods). All abilities welcome.
Please feel free to contact Dominic Tomlinson
dominictomlinson@hotmail.co.uk or search Otford Trail Runners on Strava for
further information.



RSPB Sevenoaks Local Group
The next meeting will be on Thursday 5th March at 7.45pm in

Otford Village Memorial Hall when there will be a talk by Andrew
Cleave on ‘Life between the Tides’. The fascination of seashore life
in all its forms including birds, based on Andrew Collins complete

guide to British Coastal Wildlife. Andrew is an accomplished naturalist and
photographer. Group members £2.50, non-members £3.50. Telephone 01959
563530 for more details.

Otford Evangelical Church Spring Craft Event
The Otford Evangelical Church, 81, Pilgrims Way West are holding a Spring Craft
Evening on Friday 27th March from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. The evening will include
floral, felt and paper crafts and will be suitable for beginner and experienced
crafters. There will be hot drinks and home-made cakes and Lucy will be telling
us how she faced a diagnosis of breast cancer with her Christian faith. Materials
will be provided free, donations welcome. Please book your place to ensure enough
materials are available. Tel 07510 909035 or otfordchurch@gmail.com

Come & Play
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They
meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to
11.15am. They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their
grown-ups to join them for lots of fun play activities, including
painting, playdough, trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and
construction. Please contact Elaine at otfordefc@gmail.com

www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035.

Otford Tennis Club
We are a relaxed and friendly village tennis club situated in a beautiful
setting on the Otford Recreation Ground. We are looking for new
members and welcome players of all standards. We have a clubhouse
and 3 tennis courts, 2 of which are floodlit, and play tennis all year
round. For more information please see our
website: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OtfordLawnTennisClub. We have
recently changed our coaching arrangements and now have a dedicated

coach, Cameron Webb, who can be contacted on
cameron.william.webb@gmail.com if you are interested in lessons for yourself or
your children.



Otford Village Memorial Hall - Open Event
Our Open Event was a great success with over 300 people coming to see our
refurbished Main Hall (now renamed The Players Hall). The entertainment
provided by Tony Wiltshire, The Merry Mondays Ukulele Band, The Sevenoaks
Players and Tracy Jane was greatly appreciated. Many of those who came along
had never been in the Hall and very impressed with the facilities our Hall offers.
One of the great gains is that local theatre groups now use the Hall to put on
performances and Sevenoaks Players have a performance ‘When The Lights Go
On Again’ booked for March which is sure to be entertaining.

The Sevenoaks Players
‘When the lights go on again’

The Sevenoaks Players  are performing a 1940’s show in the
Otford Village Memorial Hall full of all the fun and songs of
the 40’s.
It is about a group of child evacuees who arrive in the

countryside from London, complete with gas masks. They
act out and sing the sketches and songs from World War
Two. Songs such as "The Lambeth Walk", "You Are My
Sunshine " and "We'll Meet Again". Taking on the stars of
the period, Carmen Miranda, George Formby, Max Miller

The Andrew Sisters, Vera Lynn etc. It has all the fun of the forties. We will be
raising funds for the British Heart Foundation. Performances are on Friday 20
March and Saturday 21 March (2 shows) with a fish and chip supper and tea
and cakes on Saturday afternoon. Tickets can be booked by calling
01474852927."

Otford Twinning Association
The next Otford-Neufchatel – Hardelot Twinning Association
social gathering will be held on Monday 30th March at 7.30pm at
the Woodman PH, Otford when they will be showing a French
film with English subtitles with a break in the middle for a
friendly chat. Do join them.

The Kemsing Singers Choral Workshop
On Saturday 14th March the Kemsing Singers are holding an event in Otford
The Kemsing Singers are hosting a Choral Workshop in the St. Bartholomew's
Church Centre whether a member of the Kemsing Singers or any other choir.



Just come and sing, pre-booking not necessary but it will help with seating if we
know in advance. Start time is 10 am (Church is open from 9.30am)and we shall
sing till 4.00 pm with a break for lunch.
Tea/coffee will be provided but please bring your own lunch. £10 contribution
to costs
The programme will include 'Verdi, Pater Noster','Gershwin, Porgy and Bess'
and 'Haydn, St.Nicholas' Mass'
Music will be provided but bring your own if you have it.
Contact musicaldirector@kemsingsingers.com

Otford Petanque Club
The Club play every Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm on the
terrain adjacent to the football pavilion on the Recreation
Ground. There is room for more members, and they are
offering a first year without a subscription. You can turn up

and try out the game even if you have never played before and may surprise
yourself. We have spare sets of balls which can be loaned. If you are interested
and would like more information, please call Peter Wickenden on 01959 524242.

Ballroom/ Latin/ Sequence Dance Evenings
Ballroom/Latin/Sequence social dance evenings are held monthly
at Otford Village Memorial Hall and have done so for just over
30 years. Details are Sunday evenings, March1st, April 19th,
May 10th, June 14th, July 5th. The evenings start at 7.30 pm
and finishes at 10.15 pm. Admission is £6.50, Bring your own
drinks, nibbles etc. Contact Les Johnson at either 01474 324759

or email l.johnson1@sky.com. Please go along and give it a try.

Sevenoaks Flower Club
The next Sevenoaks Flower Club meeting will be on Tuesday
10th March in Otford Village Memorial Hall starting at 1.45pm.
The speaker is Vijay Bhatia who is joining them for a
demonstration, which promises to be a colourful and vibrant
exploration of her African influences. Vijay grew up in Nairobi
in Kenya and began flower arranging when she married and

moved to England. Visitors are very welcome at £5 and Annual membership is £37.
See www.sevenoaksflowerclub.co.uk for meeting details and lots more.



Local Dance Classes for Boys & Girls
The Dance Studio provides dance classes for all ages.
Classes are held in the Otford Church Hall (High Street)
every Thursday afternoon term time. Children can attend
from 2 ¼ years upwards.

Pre – School Dance – 3-3.40pm.
Classes for Reception up to year 4 - 4pm – 5pm
Classes for year 5 upwards – 5pm – 7.15pm
Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz dance.
All teachers are qualified, and DBS checked and fully insured. Children can take
part in local performances and pantomimes as well as examinations. The cost is
£8.20 per hour.
The Dance Studio has been running for 35 years and lessons started in Otford
over 20years ago. Please contact Marianne Amos on 07812 565826 or at
thedancestudio.uk@gmail.com

Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children
At Stagecoach Otford, we provide high quality part-time
training in the Performing Arts for children aged 4 - 18 years.
Our aim is to nurture and develop young potential through
singing, acting and dance classes for children - stretching

young imaginations, building confidence and life skills whilst also having fun
through all the three disciplines. At Stagecoach Otford we are open every
Saturday during school term time with holiday workshops during the school
holidays. Come and see what we're up to this term by contacting us today!
Phone: 01732 430 387
Website: https://www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford
Email: otford@stagecoach.co.uk

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
The next surgeries will take place on 3rd March and 7th April
between 10am and 12 noon. To book an appointment at this outreach
please ring the office admin number 01732 454443. Drop-in
appointments may be available on the day. For telephone advice

please ring 0300 330 9001.



Ever thought of trying Morris Dancing?
Invicta Morris was formed in 1976. It was the
first women’s Cotswold Morris side in Kent. In
2012 men joined us and we became a mixed side.
We take our name from the Kentish motto. Our
kit colours of red and white and our prancing
horse emblem are taken from the Kentish coat of
arms. We are based in the Sevenoaks area and

during the summer months we dance at a variety of events, mainly in Kent. On
summer evenings we dance outside local village pubs. We perform dances from
the Cotswold Morris tradition and we also dance our own tradition “Ightham”,
named after a small village near Sevenoaks. Within this tradition we
have created a number of our own dances, such as Laura and The Hopbine. You
are welcome to come along to our practice night (to try - no obligation) every
Monday at 8.30 pm in St Bartholomew’s Church Hall opposite The Bull, from
September through to April. Call 01959 522227 or 01959 522201 for more
details

Swanley Mental Health Crisis Drop-in Service
There is a new mental health drop-in Service started in Swanley
Citizens Advice office (next door to Wilkos) 38, Swanley Centre,
London Road, BR8 7TQ.
Young People – 14 – 17yrs - Thursdays 4pm to 6pm
Adults – 18 + yrs - Saturday evenings 7pm – 9pm

This service provides vital extra support for those who are in a mental health
crisis and gives young people a safe place to go. For more information e-mail
swanleycrisisservice@northkentmind.co.uk or call 07396 200237 during the
hours shown above.

First Steps
First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This lively
group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased to
welcome new members.  It is run by the Methodist and St
Bartholomew’s Church and includes the opportunity for a chat,

refreshment and, also a short bible story, with singing and craft activities for
the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on alternate Wednesdays during term
time only. The next meetings will take place on 11th & 25th March. Contact Jane
Pearce on 01732 750454 for more details.



Heritage Centre artist for March & April
The Heritage Centre Artist for March & April is Peter Bradnock.
Peter says ‘I greatly enjoy watercolour painting and while my own
attempts to paint have yet to deliver for me the kind of pleasure I
derive from the more artistic talents of others. I find real

satisfaction, tranquillity, friendship and eventually I hope, improvement, from
participating in weekly meetings of two art groups in Otford & Bessels Green.

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1.

Otford Kumon Study Centre
Maths, English and Japanese for children of any age
Wednesday 3.30pm – 6pm / Friday 4pm – 6pm
In Otford Village Memorial Hall. Kumon builds foundation

and confidence in students academically in preparation for exams. To unlock
your child’s potential, book a free assessment by calling 01322 523213 or e-
mailing otford@kumoncentre.co.uk or to find out about the programme visit
kumon.co.uk.

Hospices of Hope Events
Quiz Night
Hospices of Hope are holding a Quiz Night on Saturday 7th March
at 7pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall. Tickets cost £13.50 and
include a light supper. Teams of between 4 – 6 people are
recommended. Bookings can be made through the website
www.hospicesofhope.co.uk/events

or e-mail events@hospicesofhope.co.uk or by phoning 01959 525110

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000.

This Photo by Unknown



Calling all yarn lovers
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’ is in
conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place
for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one
another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or
weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and
knowledge; and to find help and support when your project
just isn’t going right!

We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The
Woodman PH, Otford and the second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am
to 11am at the Pond View Cafe, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You
don’t need to book; there are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase
a hot or cold drink at the venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine
and Elaine.

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford
Methodist Church Hall. The session is on Thursdays from 1.45pm to 3.45pm The
instructor is a qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £5 is made which
includes tea and biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is
jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.

Volunteer Drivers
Do you own a car? Could you take an elderly/disabled
person to a medical appointment or shopping just once a
week? Please contact them on 0300 777 1200 or

driving@imago.community if you would like to help.

Planning
The following applications have been considered by the Parish
Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732 227000.
New applications
SE/19/03525 The Shambles, 46 High Street
Partial demolition of existing outbuildings, alterations and

infill to an existing brick outbuilding to create self-contained living
accommodation and erection of a detached single car barn and attached garden
store.
SE/20/00031 McDonalds, Old Otford Road
Installation of 3 new digital freestanding signs and 1 digital booth screen.



SE/20/00048 Summerleaze, 40 Pilgrims Way East
Replace existing single garage with new double garage with tiled roof to match
house
SE/20/00144 Royal Mail Group, Block 12, Vestry Road
Demolition of unit 12
b. Results Received
SE/19/03055 14 Pilgrims Way East
Demolition of existing detached garage outbuilding and construction of new
garage building. Demolition of old UPVC conservatory and front porch and
construction of new entrance porch. Alterations to front driveway including new
sliding gates/piers and fence. Alterations to landscaping including raising and
extending the existing rear terrace and enlarged swimming pool Allowed

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money.

Alternatively, for £46 a year Sevenoaks District Council will loan you a 240-litre
garden waste wheelie bin. If space is limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre
bin for £31. Contact customer services on 01732 227000 for more details.

Shop Local
Please remember your local shops in all times of the year. Get
your presents from our lovely individual village shops, have your
beauty treatments and dine out in our cafes, restaurant or pubs.
Support your local businesses and keep them here.

Newsletter deadline
The April issue deadline is Friday 20th March

Don’t forget the clocks go forward on

Sunday 29th March

And Mother’s Day is also on

Sunday 22nd March


