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Telephone/answerphone: 01959 524808 Fax: 01959 525298

Office hours 8.30 to 12.30 Mon to Fri – clerk@otfordpc.co.uk

Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on 11th

November and 9th December in the Club Room of Otford Village Hall.

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
There is no report from The Chairman this month as he is on holiday, but he would
like to remind you about the Remembrance Day Service Road Closure at the Pond
on 10th November and to avoid it if you need to get somewhere that morning.

Traffic Management - Part Six
In 2016 new parking restrictions were introduced in the centre of the village.
These restrictions were designed to prevent commuter parking in various roads
within walking distance of the Station.
It did not take long once the new proposals were in force for the displaced
commuters to find the only remaining section of unrestricted parking in the
centre of the village in Station Road. At the time the proposals were discussed it
was felt by the Parking Officers that commuters would not park here as the road
was unsuitable, they clearly underestimated how determined commuters are to



find free parking. At peak times the on-street parking causes congestion and long
delays as well as road safety issues. The Parish Council raised these concerns with
the Officers, but they were unconvinced that the nuisance parking was a frequent
issue requiring new restrictions.
In order to try and convince the Officers that the on-street parking is causing
significant problems a petition was setup last year for parking restrictions on
Station Road. For the petition to make a difference to the Officer’s perception,
we will need a high number of signatures. To date, the petition currently has over
700 signatures from residents and visitors to support the introduction of parking
restrictions. If we can reach 1000 signatures the petition for restrictions will be
discussed by the District Council’s cabinet. The petition, along with supporting
evidence, will be delivered to the District Council for a meeting on December 3rd
to discuss the requirement for new proposals in Station Road.
If you would like to show your support for new parking restrictions in Station
Road you can use the link below to sign an online petition. Alternatively, you can
register your support by signing a copy of the petition at the Pharmacy, the Post
Office or Yvonne’s. Closing date for signatures is 2nd December.
To support this petition to reduce delays and improve road safety please register
your support at: http://chng.it/LqwMGZCB.
Please note that an update on the progress of the proposed traffic measures will
be available in next month’s newsletter.
Cllr Irene Roy - Chairman of the Traffic Management Working Party

Newsletter Delivery
A newsletter deliverer is still required for part of Shoreham Road (pavement
side) and Old Otford Road. If you feel able to take one of these on just 10 times
a year please contact Sue on 01959 524808 or email clerk@otfordpc.co.uk

Community Warden Surgery
Paul holds his weekly surgery to discuss any problems and
community issues at School House on Tuesdays between 11am and
12 noon.  Come and see him. Paul can also be contacted on 07813
713366.

Remembrance Day 2019
A  reminder that traffic will be halted at the pond between 10.45am
and 11.15am on Remembrance Day Sunday 10th November so if you
are making a journey please get through before but if you do get
caught please just be patient and remember why you are waiting.

WEAR YOUR POPPY WITH PRIDE



Otford Scouts Bonfire Night
Otford Scouts are holding their usual bonfire night in the Chalk
Pit opposite the Scout Hut on Saturday 2nd November. The gates
open at 5:30pm and there will be the usual bonfire, fireworks,
BBQ, soup and glow-sticks. These are always fun nights with good
support from Otford residents so please come and support your

local bonfire night, have fun and help Otford Scouts. Advance tickets will be
available from Otford Dry Cleaners and Yvonne’s, or at the gate on the night.

St Bartholomew's Christmas Market
The Christmas market will take place in the Church Centre
(adjacent to the Church) on Saturday 23rd November from
10am to 12 noon.
Stalls will include, gift wrapping, cards, Christmas tree and

table decorations, candles, cakes, bulbs (the growing kind), Christmas sweets and
chocolates, and a craft stall. A super Christmas raffle is also planned.
Refreshments will also be on sale for you to enjoy while having a chat with friends.

Guide Christmas Post Box
Stamps for the Girlguiding Otford’s Christmas Post service go on
sale at the end of November for the 37th year running and will be
available until 20th December. The special charity post service,
which is one of the longest running in the country, delivers
Christmas cards with the schemes special stamps to addresses in

Otford Village. Stamps cost 25p and are available to purchase in Otford Library
during normal opening hours or in the Parish Council office every weekday morning
8.30am – 12.30. Christmas cards can be posted in the special post boxes located
in the same places. Otford’s Brownies and Guides will collect, sort, frank and then
deliver the cards over the two weekends before Christmas. Please support them
by purchasing the special stamps and posting your cards early. Thank you

Tree of Light
The Tree of Light service will take place on Friday 13th December at
7.00pm in St Bartholomew’s Church and on the Village Green. Following
the service there will be refreshments offered in the St
Bartholomew’s Church Centre. Labels for you to write your message on
are available from the Parish Council Office. If you cannot get into the

office during opening hours (8.30am – 12.30pm) then please phone up and we will
write your card for you. Cheques for your donation need to be made out to Hospice
in The Weald. The Tree of Light will remain lit up until after the New Year.



Otford Library News
‘ Back by popular demand there will be a ‘ Christmas Community

Fun Day’ at Otford library on Saturday 14th December
between 10.00am -12.30pm. There will be Carols commencing at
10.15am followed by seasonal refreshments and a Craft session

for children from 11.00am . More details will be available next month but please
do put this date in your diary ! ’
There has been a change as to when IT help is available at the library .
Volunteer assistance can now be offered on Mondays 10.00am-12.00pm and
Saturdays 10.00-12.00pm. It is essential to make an advance booking for this by
either phoning 03000 413131 and asking to be put through to Otford library or
by coming into the library to book an appointment. The library has free public
Wi-Fi. Alternatively, customers are welcome to use one of the public computers.
There is no charge for this service.’

 Storytime, every Tuesday (term time only only) 2.15-2.45pm. This is a
free activity.

 Talk time, every Monday 11.30-12.30am. All welcome to join, sit in the
library for tea/coffee, biscuits and a chat. We would love to see some
new faces.

 Baby Bounce and rhyme time, every Monday 11.00-11.30am throughout the
year. No need to book and this is a free activity.

Library opening hours are:
Monday – 9am to 1pm
Tuesday 9am to 5pm (please note - now closed between 12noon and 1pm)
Wednesday – Closed/Thursday – 9am to 1pm/Friday – 1pm to 5pm/Saturday
10am to 2pm

History Societies Events
1. Otford Library. ‘Doodlebugs and Barrage Balloons’’. 75 years ago, Otford and
the Battle of the V1s in summer 1944’. There is an exhibition in the Library telling
the story of how Otford was affected by the pilotless ‘V1’ rocket attacks on
London between June and September 1944. The village was on the ‘front line’ of
the defence of London and itself suffered damage. This exhibition tells the story
of the local ‘doodlebugs’ and includes the reminiscences of some village residents
who were at the village school at the time. The exhibition is derived from the
recent talk given by Alan Williams to the ‘Otford and District Historical Society’
and is supported by the ‘1940s Society’.
You can find out about both these societies, which meet regularly in the Village
Memorial Hall on the website: www.otfordhistoricalsociety.co.uk or by emailing
info@otfordhistoricalsociety.co.uk



2. North-West Kent Family History Society. On Thursday 14th November Alan
Williams will give a talk entitled ‘From Cradle to Grave’. Creating the Welfare
State in 1940s Britain' in the village Memorial Hall. The talk will be at 8pm
(doors open from 7.30 pm). Visitors are very welcome. Admission by donation.
Refreshments are available.

3. Otford and District Historical Society. On Wednesday 20th November
Martin Lutyens will give a talk entitled 'Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens, Master
Architect'. (Designer in 1909 of Otford Church Hall) in the village Memorial
Hall. Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments. The talk will be at 8pm. Annual
Society membership costs £10. Visitors are very welcome. Guest admission £3.

4. 1940s Society. On Friday 29th November Alan Williams will give a talk
entitled 'Over-paid, over-sexed and over-here". The
American Invasion of Britain 1942-1945'. Between 1942 and
1945 American service personnel flooded into Britain in what
George Orwell called ‘the invasion of Britain’. Alan will explore
this ‘invasion’ and show the 1943 War Office film ‘A Welcome

to Britain’ which explained to American servicemen and women how strange life
in Britain was, from ‘funny money’ to warm beer. The talk will be in the village
Memorial Hall. Doors open at 7.30pm and the talk will be at 8pm. Admission £3.
Refreshments (including home-made cake) are available.

Otford Lunch Club Volunteers
Otford Lunch Club, for older residents, which takes place from 11.45am every
Thursday in the village Memorial Hall, High Street, are looking for volunteers to
join their 5 friendly serving teams. Might you be interested in joining them either
as an individual or with a friend in which case you will be warmly welcomed. Your
commitment will be for about 4 hours once every 5 weeks helping to serve
residents an initial cup of tea or coffee followed by a hot nutritious 2 course
meal. To find out more please contact Margaret Nicholson 01959 524147.

Spanish Classes for Children
These award-winning “Spanish Classes for Children ages 7-11 years
old” are held at the Otford Village Memorial Hall every Tuesday
from 4.30pm. If you would like to find out more, please call: 07815

063582 or email belen@colorines.co.uk



Sevenoaks Embroiderer’s Guild
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 30th November in
Otford Village Memorial Hall when there will be a Bring & Share
Lunch & Party. The meetings start at 10am and talks commence at
2pm and end with tea and cakes at about 4pm. For further
information please contact Sylvia Grafton on 01732 452117.

Denise Thompson Designer Florist Christmas Workshops
On Thursday 5th December at 7pm in St Bartholomew’s Church Hall
(in the High Street by Car Park) Denise Thompson our village’s own
designer florist is holding a Christmas Wreath making workshop.
Places go fast so book now so you are not disappointed. The cost for

each workshop will be £40. Everything will be provided (except
scissors/secateurs - please bring your own) and light refreshments will add to the
fun. Places are always limited so please call 01959 525009 to book your place.

The Future of the Otford Medical Practice - changes and strains
Saturday 9th November

The Patient Group is organising another Health Event. Dr Alastair Eakins, head of
the Practice will make a presentation about the Practice's plans to develop in the
future. The aim is a more inclusive, "wrap-around" service, including new services
at the Surgeries, new appointment systems and some shared services
between local GP Practices. All this will be needed to deal with new medical
treatments, the aging population and the chronic shortage of resources. .
There will be a full 45 minutes for questions. But if you can, please submit
questions at the start of the Session or in advance to Ken Cardinal 01959 522513.,
email ken@cardinals.co.uk.
Please come and find out what's going on. It's at the Otford Methodist Church
Hall from 10am till 12 midday.
Flu Jabs
The response to the Flu Jab Campaign has been so good that most sessions are
now fully booked. So further sessions are planned for November - phone
Otford Surgery on 01959 523939 for details.
Christmas Quiz - Medics v Patients
The second Patient Group Xmas Quiz in Otford on Friday 6th December from
7.30pm.No pressure - just a fun evening with a Christmas twist. Up to 8 per
team or just come as an individual - £7.00 per person. Bring your own
refreshments and join in the fun. Contact margaret.robarts@talktalk.net or
phone Margaret on 01959 522853



Otford Village Memorial Hall:  A Date for Your Diary
The Main Hall refurbishments are nearing completion. The next phase is for the
old stage lighting to be replaced by low energy LED spot and wall lights and for
the stage front curtains, window and door curtains to be replaced.
To help us celebrate this amazing transformation, we are holding an open event
on 18th January 2020 to show off our new facilities.
The Hall will be open from 12 noon until 4pm with refreshments available. We also
hope to have entertainment provided by local talent.
This is a drop-in event and is free to Otford Residents.
A big thank you to those of you who have signed up to Amazon Smile. If you
haven’t and buy from Amazon please start using Amazon Smile at
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
When you buy from Amazon Smile you will get all the normal deals and offers but
can select Otford Village Memorial Hall as a charity to support and 0.5%
excluding VAT will be donated to our Village Hall. This may seem a small % but
the more people who buy using Amazon Smile and select Otford Village Memorial
Hall as their Charity the more we benefit. So please tell your family and friends
about Amazon Smile! Remember, our Village Hall is owned by us, the Villagers.

Saturday Coffee Morning
Don’t forget if you happen to be in the village on a Saturday
morning between 10:30 and 12:00 you can get a cup of tea or
coffee and biscuit in the Club Room at the Village Memorial Hall
Quite a number of village residents turn up every week so why

not come and meet friends and neighbours and help to support your local village
hall at the same time. They are currently short of helpers so if you think you
would like to volunteer please go along on Saturday morning and give your
details. Thank you.

Otford Gardeners’ Society
The final meeting of the year will take place on Tuesday 3rd
December at 7.30pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall which will be
their Annual Quiz and Fun Night. Teams of maximum of 6 are invited
to pit their wits against each other and have a fun evening into the
bargain. Prizes for winners. Please contact Janet Finney on 01959

523760 for more details or e-mail gardeners@otford.net.

Otford Oast WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st November when John Halligan will
be talking on the subject of ‘How Charing got its Cross’. New members are very



welcome. The first meeting is free. For more information please e-mail
otfordoastwi@mail.com.

Otford Evening WI
The next meeting will be on Thursday 14th November at 7.30pm in the Club Room
of the Otford Village Memorial Hall when Maurice Chittenden will be talking about
journalism, newspapers and his experience of ‘The last days of Fleet Street’. More
information can be obtained from their President on 01959 524831. Visitors are
very welcome.

Blue Lights Job Fair
The Police & Crime Commissioner for Kent Matthew Scott
invites you to visit his free Blue Light Jobs Fair on
Thursday 14th November between 6pm and 9pm at
Orchards Academy, St Mary’s Road, Swanley, BR8 7TE.
You will be able to speak to officers and staff from Kent
Police, Crown Prosecution Service, Kent Fire & Rescue
Service, UK Border Force, SE Coast Ambulance Service

and HM Prison Service and learn about the rewarding roles they have and get
handy tips on applying for you next career. You can also find out more about
volunteering with Victim Support, Young Lives Foundation, Kent Special
Constabulary, Restorative Solutions, Family Matters and Kent Volunteer Police
Cadets.

2019 Front Garden Competitions
The result of this year’s competition is shown below. Well done
everyone.
First prize – 16 Twitton Meadow
Second Prize – 16 Leonard Avenue
Third Prize – 39 Greenhill Road
Highly Commended:

30, The Charne, Bridge Cottage East, High Street, 49 Greenhill Road, 57,
Sidney Gardens.
Commended:
Heather Cottage, Telston Lane, 37, Saxon Close, Stream Cottages, 2, Twitton
Lane, 33, Tudor Drive, 14, Tudor Crescent, 4 The Old Walk

Sevenoaks Taxi Bus
This is a new KCC Rural Transport Initiative covering Fairseat –
Stansted – West Kingsdown – East Hill – Otford – Sevenoaks.
It will operate Monday to Friday only between the hours of
9.30am to 2.45pm.



Timetable
Otford Rail Station, Stop A (Station side) to Sevenoaks
10.05
11.45
14.00
Sevenoaks Bus Station, Stop C to Otford Rail Station Stop B
10.15
12.30
14.00
Fares are £3 single, £5 return, £1 child. Bus pass holders will be asked to pay a
voluntary £1 per journey to help with the sustainability of the pilot, however
the passes will be accepted in the usual way.

Otford Tennis Club
We are a relaxed and friendly small village tennis club situated in a
beautiful setting on the Otford Recreation Ground. We are looking for
new members and welcome players of all standards. We have a
clubhouse and 3 tennis courts, 2 of which are floodlit, and play tennis
all year round. We also have adult and junior coaching sessions provided
by LTA accredited coaches. If you would like more information, please
call our Membership Secretary, Alison Dykes on 01959 522050 or email

alison.dykes@lwcdial.net

Kemsing Singers
It’s that time again when the Summer is behind us and
Autumn activities erupt in our diaries like a rash. Why not
add to them the chance of singing with the well- known
Kemsing Singers. We welcome anyone interested in singing
with us, so please just appear on a Monday evening at 7.30 pm

at St.Edith's Hall, Kemsing, and introduce yourself to Sara Kemsley, our Musical
Director, or any other member, or contact our Secretary, Margaret Holgate,
01732 454448 or visit www.kemsingsingers.com for more information." Sheila
Dickerson

. Further details on 07927 748773. Admission is £3 with tea, coffee and cake
served during the interval.



RSPB Sevenoaks Local Group
The next meeting will be on Thursday 7th November at 7.45pm in

Otford Village Memorial Hall when  there will be a talk by John
Buckingham on ‘Kerala – Birds of SW India’. Sandwiched between
the lofty green-shrouded Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea lies

Kerala, the quiet mystic – Gods Own Country. Kerala is well endowed with avifauna
as nearly 500 species of resident and migratory birds abound in this area. Lush
green tropical forests, numerous freshwater and brackish lakes and waterlogged
paddy fields form the major birding habitats of this region. Group members
£2.50, non-members £3.50. Telephone 01959 563530 for more details.

The Arts Society Knole
The Arts Society Knole meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month
at St Nicholas Church, Rectory Lane, Sevenoaks. The lectures
start promptly at 1.45 pm and finish by 3 pm. The next meeting
will be on Thursday 21st November when Caroline Holmes will
give a lecture on ‘The Edwardian Garden – Golden & Delicious’.

Two of the great garden designers of the Edwardian age were Harold Peto and
Gertrude Jekyll. Inspired by the Mediterranean, Peto favoured the Grand
Italianate manner while Jekyll used the Surrey style at her home Munster Wood.
The talk will include the designing of the Edwardian kitchen garden
For more information please see the website www.theartsscocietyknole.org.uk.

Come & Play
‘Come and Play’ is held at the Otford Evangelical Free Church. They
meet each Friday morning during term-time from 9.15am to 11.15am.
They invite all babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their grown-ups to
join them for lots of fun play activities, including painting, playdough,
trains, puzzles, books, roleplay and construction. Please contact Elaine

at otfordefc@gmail.com www.otfordefc.org.uk..Mob: 07510 909035.

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
The next surgery will take place on 5th November between 10am and
12 noon. To book an appointment at this outreach please ring the
office admin number 01732 454443. Drop in appointments may be
available on the day. For telephone advice please ring 0300 330

9001.



Stagecoach - Performing Arts for Children
At Stagecoach Otford, we provide high quality part-time
training in the Performing Arts for children aged 4 - 18 years.
Our aim is to nurture and develop young potential through
singing, acting and dance classes for children - stretching

young imaginations, building confidence and life skills whilst also having fun
through all the three disciplines.
Our Principal, Lauren, has a background as a professional Singer, Guest
Entertainer and Music teacher, and brings with her a wealth of knowledge and
experience that she aims to instil into the school and students. Lauren,
alongside her fantastic team of passionate and experienced teachers, strives to
deliver excellence in education, and inspire the students of Stagecoach Otford -
allowing each and every child to flourish not only in class, but in life.
At Stagecoach Otford we are open every Saturday during school term time with
holiday workshops during the school holidays.
Come and see what we're up to this term by contacting us today!
Phone: 01732 430 387
Website: https://www.stagecoach.co.uk/otford
Email: otford@stagecoach.co.uk

Ever thought of trying Morris Dancing?
Invicta Morris was formed in 1976. It was the
first women’s Cotswold Morris side in Kent. In
2012 men joined us and we became a mixed side.
We take our name from the Kentish motto. Our
kit colours of red and white and our prancing
horse emblem are taken from the Kentish coat of
arms.

We are based in the Sevenoaks area and during the summer months we dance at
a variety of events, mainly in Kent. On summer evenings we dance outside local
village pubs. We perform dances from the Cotswold Morris tradition and we
also dance our own tradition “Ightham”, named after a small village
near Sevenoaks. Within this tradition we have created a number of our own
dances, such as Laura and The Hopbine.

You are welcome to come along to our practice night (to try - no obligation) every
Monday at 8.30 pm in St Bartholomew’s Church Hall opposite The Bull, from
September through to April. Call 01959 522227 or 01959 522201 for more
details



Swanley Mental Health Crisis Drop-in Service
There is a new mental health drop-in Service started in Swanley
Citizens Advice office (next door to Wilkos) 38, Swanley Centre,
London Road, BR8 7TQ.
Young People – 14 – 17yrs - Thursdays 4pm to 6pm
Adults – 18 + yrs - Saturday evenings 7pm – 9pm

This service provides vital extra support for those who are in a mental health
crisis and gives young people a safe place to go. For more information e-mail
swanleycrisisservice@northkentmind.co.uk or call 07396 200237 during the
hours shown above.

Otford Petanque Club
The Club play every Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm on the
terrain adjacent to the football pavilion on the Recreation
Ground. There is room for more members, and they are
offering a first year without a subscription. You can turn

up and try out the game even if you have never played before and may surprise
yourself. We have spare sets of balls which can be loaned. If you are interested
and would like more information, please call Peter Wickenden on 01959 524242.

First Steps
First Steps has returned to Otford Methodist Church Hall. This lively
group for babies, toddlers and their carers are always pleased to
welcome new members.  It is run by the Methodist and St
Bartholomew’s Church and includes the opportunity for a chat,

refreshment and, also a short bible story, with singing and craft activities for
the children. Meeting at 9.30am to 11.30am on alternate Wednesdays during term
time only. The next meetings will take place on 13th and 27th November. Contact
Jane Pearce on 01732 750454 for more details.

Otford Kumon Study Centre
Maths, English and Japanese for children of any age
Wednesday 3.30pm – 6pm
Friday 4pm – 6pm

In Otford Village Memorial Hall. Kumon builds foundation and confidence in
students academically in preparation for exams. To unlock your child’s potential,
book a free assessment by calling 01322 523213 or e-mailing
otford@kumoncentre.co.uk or to find out about the programme visit
kumon.co.uk. Book now to receive a two week free trial from 1st – 30th

September.

This Photo by Unknown



Hospices of Hope Events
Christmas Craft Workshop on Saturday 16th November at
Bessels Green Baptist Church Hall from 3pm to 6pm. There is
the chance to take part in at least three different craft
activities and seasonal refreshments are provided. Tickets cost
£15 (with concessions for under 16’s). All ages welcome

Ladies Lunch at the Darenth Golf Club in Shoreham on Thursday 28th

November from 12noon to 3pm. The speaker is Jenny Adin-Christie who was
part of the team from the Royal School of Needlework that worked on the
lacework for the Duchess of Cambridge’s wedding dress. Tickets cost £29 and
include a mocktail on arrival, a two-course lunch with wine, coffee and mints.

Tickets can be booked through our website www.hospicesofhope.co.uk by
phoning us on 01959 525110 or emailing events@hospicesofhopeco.uk

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000.

Calling all yarn lovers
Launched in October the ‘RVS Otford Yarn Crafters’ is in
conjunction with the Royal Voluntary Service. It is a place
for all lovers of yarn crafting to meet and inspire one
another, twice a month. So, if you knit, crochet, spin or
weave, why not join us to share your projects, skills and
knowledge; and to find help and support when your project
just isn’t going right!

We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the evening – 6pm to 8pm in The
Woodman PH, Otford and the second Tuesday of the month in the morning – 10am
to 11am at the Pond View Cafe, Otford. Come to either one or both meetings. You
don’t need to book; there are no fees for joining us, but we invite you to purchase
a hot or cold drink at the venue. We look forward to meeting you soon, Christine
and Elaine.

Parkinson’s Sevenoaks Branch
The branch run weekly exercise classes for people with Parkinson’s in the Otford
Methodist Church Hall. The session is on Thursdays from 1.45pm to 3.45pm The
instructor is a qualified physiotherapist. A small charge of £5 is made which



includes tea and biscuits after each session. Contact for more information is
jacquelinehart217@gmail.com or 01732 360512.

Heritage Centre artist for November /December
The Heritage Centre Artist for November & December is Jean Boyd
Barrett. Jean says “I initially started painting flowers in
watercolours after retiring early from teaching. I found an excellent
teacher in Julie King at Tonbridge Adult Education Classes. I have

also used other media such as pastels, pen and acrylics and have leaned to paint
on silk but watercolour remains my favourite medium. Recently I have been
experimenting with mixed media with varying success! My favourite subjects to
paint are flowers, dogs and landscapes”.

Stay Safe and Well – Kent Fire & Rescue Service
Do you have children under five, or are you expecting an addition to the family?
Kent Fire and Rescue Service offers free Safe and Well visits to your home.
Firefighters will visit your home at a time convenient for you, and together with
you will tailor the visit to suit your needs and the type of property you live in. A
typical free visit takes around 45 minutes and includes the fitting of free smoke
alarms where necessary, as well as vital advice to help you stay safe and well. This
service is also available to the elderly, those with dementia or any other
long-term medical condition. Just call 0800 923 7000 during normal office
hours or visit www.kent.fire-uk.org and look for 'safe and well' for further
information.

Volunteer Drivers
Do you own a car? Could you take an elderly/disabled
person to a medical appointment or shopping just once a
week? Please contact them on 0300 777 1200 or

driving@imago.community if you would like to help.

Sevenoaks Local Plan
The examination of the Sevenoaks Local Plan is still taking
place. The Secretary of State has appointed Inspector Karen
Baker to carry out the independent examination of the Plan.
She will determine whether it has been prepared in

accordance with the relevant legal requirements and that it is ‘sound’ i.e.
positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy.
The last two hearing sessions will take place at shown below:
Week 3: 5th – 7th November at 10am in The Stag Theatre
Week 4: 11th-15th November at 10am at Sevenoaks District Council Offices.



Planning
The following applications have been considered by the
Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on 01732
227000.
a. New applications
SE/19/02526 Willowlands, St Michael’s Drive
Demolition of existing double garage with construction of

replacement double garage.
SE/19/02553 15 The Old Walk
Two storey rear extension and demolition of existing conservatory to be
replaced with single storey extension. Internal alterations and remodelling.
Porch and garage roofs to be replaced with new pitched roofs.
b.Results Received
SE/19/02083 Albany, Shoreham Road
Demolition of side extension and front porch, erection of single storey side and
first floor extension, new garage with log store, alterations to roof and
fenestration, rooflights, enlargement of driveway and patio, raised rear garden
level and removal of two trees. Allowed
SE/19/02216 Cedarholme, Ryecroft Road
Side extension and rear extension with porch and alteration to fenestration.

Allowed

Rubbish
If you see litter outside your house or elsewhere in the village,
please pick it up don't just leave it for somebody else. Let's try and
make our village litter free

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money.

Alternatively, for £46 a year Sevenoaks District Council will loan you a 240-litre
garden waste wheelie bin. If space is limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre
bin for £31. Contact customer services on 01732 227000 for more details.



Shop Local
Please remember your local shops as we approach the festive time of
year. Get presents from our lovely individual village shops, have your
beauty treatments and dine out in our cafes, restaurant or pubs.
Support your local businesses.

Newsletter deadline
The December & January issue deadline is Monday 18th November


