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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meeting will be on Monday 9th

November at 7.30pm online

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
It has been a relatively quiet month – for me at least.  Immediately after the
October Council meeting, I was away for ten days, for some business meetings
combined with a holiday in the sun.  Now back in Otford in the wet, I am in the
middle of fourteen days quarantine.

I could write at length about the progress on the Traffic Management Project,
but events there are moving so quickly that the situation will certainly have
evolved before this newsletter is published.  Hopefully, it will be possible to
provide a sensible update in November.  Please be patient until then and take
unofficial accounts with a large pinch of salt!

We are still getting the signage for the EV charging bays in the High Street
sorted out.  To remind everyone: the two dedicated bays are for electric vehicles
while they are charging.  Other cars should not park in these bays and offenders



risk a stiff penalty notice.  The Parish Council is encouraging the car park
operators to be vigilant and to issue notices to offenders.  (If anyone knows the
owner of the VW Polo that persistently parks in one of the bays, then please warn
them that it will get expensive!)

You may be aware that there will soon be a legal requirement for Parish Council
websites to be ‘accessible’ to those with various impairments.  The deadline for
compliance is close but we were recently informed that our website provider is
withdrawing from the agreement we signed at the beginning of the year!  It is
not just Otford that is affected: around 100 other parish councils throughout
Kent have also been let down and will be unable to comply through force majeure!
The Kent Association of Local Councils and Kent County Council are looking for a
solution to this problem.  In the meantime, we offer our apologies to those who
are having difficulty in accessing our website.

The Parish Council has established a ‘Village Improvement Reserve’ to provide
funding for small projects that, as the name implies, will make Otford a better
place to live.  The list of potential projects will be managed by the Amenities
Committee (chaired by Jackie Howe: jahowe@btinternet.com) and anyone can
make suggestions.  Your suggestions should include a short statement of how this
will improve the Village and – where possible – should be costed.

More next month and until then – stay safe!

An announcement from Otford Churches and Otford
Parish Council

Remembrance Sunday
As a result of the current Government restrictions and after

taking advice, it has been reluctantly agreed that the Remembrance Parade and
Observance at the War Memorial cannot be held this year.

However, the service in St Bartholomew’s church at 10.30am will be broadcast
online and will include all the usual aspects of the Act of Remembrance, including
a reading of the names from the war memorial and the two-minute silence at
11.00am.

A wreath will be laid symbolically at the memorial on behalf of all in the village,
and others who normally lay wreaths will have the opportunity to do so at other
times and will be provided with some suitable words and prayers they may use.



We would ask you not to gather at the memorial, but instead hope you will join in
spirit with others and share in Remembrance by watching the livestreamed
service on www.facebook.com/StBartsOtford or the church website
www.stbartholomews.co.uk

FLU JAB CAMPAIGN AUTUMN 2020
ALL TO TAKE PLACE AT KEMSING SURGERY
BOOK ONLINE OR PHONE NOW IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE

Contact the Practice to book if you are:
- Over 65 years of age
- Under 65 years of age in clinical risk groups.
Unfortunately, current Government advice is that patients aged 50 to 64 without
long-term conditions cannot be seen at present.

If in doubt - phone Otford Reception. They will check your medical record and
tell you at once if you are eligible.
Vaccinations are now available on the following dates:-

Wednesday 4th November
Thursday 5th November
Friday 6th November

Other dates may be arranged – check with Otford Reception or the Website
PHONE now on 01959 523929 or go online to book an appointment.
Please only attend at your booked time or tell the Practice if you cannot make
the appointment so that others can be seen. Do not attend if you feel unwell or
are self-isolating because of symptoms, family isolating or recent foreign travel.
You must wear a mask in the Surgery.
REMEMBER,  IT’S AT KEMSING

Footpath closed for surface repairs
Public footpaths SR49 and SR 59 are closed to pedestrians on
Monday 2nd November between 9.30am and 3.30pm so surface
repairs can be carried out.
SR49 runs from the St Bartholomews churchyard and up and

round to the stile over the railway line.
SR59 is the short section that runs from Evelyn Road to the stile over the
railway line.



Otford Library News
Otford Library has been closed since 23rd March 2020 since
the UK went into lockdown. Whilst Kent County Council fully
understands how important many of its regional services are
to customers across the county including branch libraries, we
have had to take some difficult decisions in order to balance

its budget as it tackles the impact of Covid on its finances.

The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in extra costs this year totaling £96.3million.
Although much of this has been offset by central government grants and
underspends on activities that could not go ahead as planned, KCC still needed to
take action to save £12.8 million over the remainder of the current financial year
to balance its budget. Although KCC would like to reopen all its buildings, it has
made the difficult decision that those libraries, children’s centres and community
learning buildings not yet reopened will remain closed this financial year, to avoid
the considerable costs in making them Covid secure.

This does mean that unfortunately Otford Library will remain closed for the
remainder of the financial year until at least 31st March 2021. With regards to
reopening libraries, we have focused on our busiest and largest libraries, where
we have been able to open these working on ensuring coverage across all 12 Kent
districts. The branches now reopened in the Sevenoaks district are Sevenoaks,
Swanley and The Eden Centre. For more information please telephone 03000 41
31 31 or contact us on one of the addresses below:

sevenoakslibrary@kent.gov.uk
swanleylibrary@kent.gov.uk
edenbridgelibrary@kent.gov.uk

We appreciate that there may be some isolated or lonely people affected by the
branch libraries currently closed. We now have 33 libraries open across Kent and
we will continue to offer the Home Library Service. We also have a range of digital
services available for people who can get online, as well as a range of social media
content. For more information customers can visit www.kent.gov.uk/libs or
telephone our Information Services team on 03000 416438.



Palace Park Wood – Autumn 2020
Palace Park Wood is a parcel of land owned by Otford
Parish Council and is situated along the Sevenoaks Road
between Beadles garage and the motorway.  It is
adjacent to the Woodland Cemetery and shares the
same car park.
The management of the area has now been taken over by

the Parish Council and we will be working with the North West Kent Countryside
Partnership and Natural England to restore and improve the area, making it a very
pleasant area in which to walk and relax.
This summer, work has been carried out to clear an area around a magnificent
ancient oak tree which was showing signs of stress.  Over the next few years,
further clearance work will take place to gradually increase the open area around
the oak.
Work has also taken place to improve the state of the main paths through the
area, which have been prone to flooding in the winter.  Chipped bark has been laid
down, and many walkers have already commented on the improvement they have
been enjoying. The meadow areas have also been cut.
More recently, work has been carried out to remove 200 trees which were planted
over a main gas pipeline causing concern for the safety of the pipe.
The pond which had become completely overgrown with willow and dried out has
been cleared of vegetation, and work is planned to restore it to its natural state.
In the future, and in partnership with Natural England a second pond is being
planned as a wildlife pond to benefit the Greater Crested newts which are in the
area, as well as other wildlife.
Looking forward this is an exciting project for the whole village, in which the
Parish Council are leading.

St Bartholomew’s Church

Silent Auction – Time, Talents, Gifts! Let the Bidding start!

A Big Thank You! to everyone who has donated items for our Silent Auction
Catalogue which is now live from 1st November until 15th November for you to
place your bids.  You can find this on the church website at
www.stbartholomews.co.uk.  Or if you would like to receive a paper copy, please
collect one from the Church lobby or the Otford Parish office.



To give you an idea of what is on the list, here are a few examples ……….

Catalogue Item Donated by

1 large Christmas flower arrangements
Joan
Beacom

One day wood turning training for beginners. All
materials supplied. Includes a light lunch
(typically Ploughman’s or similar) Tim Stanley
Victoria Sponge with cream and fruit filling. Chris Bourne
Framed print of Durham Cathedral          54cm x
42cm

The
Vicarage

A ‘lasagne’ of spring bulbs in a blue, painted
ceramic pot

Lorna
Coulson

2 hours of gardening (digging, raking, pruning,
sweeping)

Jonathan
Batchelor

A monthly flower bouquet or plant delivery for
12 months to a local address (within 3 miles of
Otford)

Sue
Stephenson

An 8 inch iced Christmas Cake
Louise
Brown

There are in total 95 lots in the catalogue……

So now the bidding starts!  From 1- 15th November 2020

Please have a look at the catalogue and if there is anything you would like to bid
on, please submit your bid in writing by 15th November.  You can do this in one of
the following ways;

1. Emailing jo.chandler@live.co.uk .
2. Placing your bid in a sealed envelope and delivering it to either the Church

office or the Otford Parish office.
3. Emailing the church office or using the church contact form online.

We will require your name and contact details, the catalogue description & item
number you are bidding for and the amount you wish to bid.  If you are
interested in more than one item, we would be grateful if you could submit each
bid separately.

Please write the catalogue item number on the outside of your envelope.



16th November – items without bids or those with lots of bids will be published
again for any final bids to be placed.

24th November – Deadline for all final Bids to be in.

30th November - bids will be opened and the item awarded to the highest
bidder.

1-8th December - winners will be notified with details of how to pay via the
church office and who to contact to claim their item.  The giver of the item will
also be advised how much their item went for and who will be in contact with
them to claim it.   You have 6 months to claim your item.

We look forward to receiving your bids as an opportunity for fund-raising for
church funds and would like to thank everyone for their support whether it has
been donating items and/or bidding for items.    If you would like further
information or have any questions, please contact Jo Chandler on 07703 797
039.  Thank you for your support.

Denise Thompson Designer Florist Christmas Workshop
On Thursday 3rd December at 7pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall
Denise Thompson our village’s own designer florist is hoping to hold her
popular Christmas Wreath making workshop. (DEPENDENT ON THE
CURRENT GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES) Obviously very limited places

are available so book now so you are not disappointed. The cost for each workshop
will be £40. Everything will be provided (except scissors/secateurs - please bring
your own) and light refreshments will add to the fun. Please call 01959 525009
to book your place

Sevenoaks Players
The Sevenoaks Players will be performing 4 nights of plays at
Otford Village Hall on November 27th, 28th and 4th, 5th of
December.
They will be performing 4 one act plays over all the performances
with 2 plays per night.
They can assure you all that every safety measure is being taken to

perform these plays and every government guideline are being met.



When booking your tickets, you will be shown a list of terms and conditions that
must be met to ensure everybody’s safety.
One of these safety measures is 'bubbled seating’. This means a table will be set
for you with seats matching your booking quantity. For example, if you book 3
tickets, then a table with 3 chairs will be reserved for you at the venue.

There will then be at least a metres distance between your table and the next.
(One metre is the required distance at a Covid secure venue like Otford Village
Memorial Hall.)

The 4 plays are a mixture of genres and cast sizes and we can guarantee an
entertaining and safe evening for you, your friends, and your family!

Please come back and support the arts!
*The Sevenoaks Players are an award-winning Amateur Dramatics Society who
perform all over the borough of Sevenoaks.



Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Please do not drop litter in your village
Litter does not clean itself away. It can take years to
degrade, causing harm to wildlife and habitats. Food
people drop – whether it is half-eaten burgers, chips or apple
cores - can attract pigeons and vermin such as rats and
DROPPED PPE BE IT GLOVES, MASKS OR WIPES ARE
UNSANITARY AT THE BEST OF TIMES BUT

ESPECIALLY NOW SO PUT THEM IN THE BIN PLEASE. There are numerous
bins in this village please use them and don’t expect someone else to pick up for
you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP
YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Post Office Opening Hours revised hours
The Post Office will be open from 9am to 5pm Mondayto Friday and 9am to
2.30pm on Saturdays.Thank you to Tina and the girls for their continuing
service. Please remember to wear your face mask.

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding
areas so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed.
We thank him for all his hard work supporting ours and
other villages most vulnerable residents. Well Done



St Bartholomews Church Pop Up Christmas
Markets

Because the usual Christmas Market in the St Bartholomews
Church Centre has had to be cancelled this year the Church

are hoping to hold a couple of smaller pop up markets in the Church Hall
(adjacent to the Main High Street Car Park). No dates are confirmed as yet
however look out for details on posters and on the Church website and in this
newsletter.
STOP PRESS : There will be a Book and Cake Sale in the Church Hall on
Saturday 31st October from 10am so come and have look at the large selection
of books on offer.

Face Coverings
Remember that it is now the law that you must wear a face
covering when going into ALL shops / supermarket also travelling
in England on a bus or coach, train or tram, ferry or hovercraft
or other vessel, aircraft & cable car. Places of worship also
require face coverings.

If you do not wear a face covering, you will be breaking the law and could be fined
£100. A face covering is a covering of any type which covers your nose and mouth.
Also, a face covering is preferable at Stations, ports, and airports and when
travelling in taxis.
Face coverings are not a substitute for maintaining social distancing and good
hand hygiene.

Otford Village Memorial Hall
Our Village Hall is now re-open for bookings. Hopefully, clubs
and societies can soon start to meet again. Social distancing
will obviously be needed, and hand sanitiser has been
provided. Call 01959 525181 or email
ovmh.bookings@otford.net. THE HALL MANAGEMENT

WOULD LIKE TO REMIND YOU THAT AT THIS TIME FACE MASKS MUST
BE WORN IN THE VILLAGE HALL WHEN ATTENDING AN EVENT (unless
exercising or exempt) AND PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER PROVIDED
WHEN ENTERING & LEAVING. THANK YOU.

This Photo by



What 3 Words
What3words is now used by 80% of emergency services in
the UK and has helped to locate nearly 4,000 incidents since
it first started being used. The system has given

every3msquare in the world a unique identifier made of 3 words – making the
location of any emergency or incident very easy to describe and share. For
example ///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a precise location on Ben
Nevis where, in February 2020, a group of hikers were rescued. Download the
what3words app onto your phone to be prepared.

NHS Trace & Trace App

The NHS Covid-19 app is now available to download. It is
part of the large-scale Coronavirus(COVID-19) testing and
contact tracing programme, NHS Test and Trace. The app
will be used , alongside traditional contact tracing, to
notify users if they come into contact with someone who

later tests positive  for coronavirus.
To download, search for the NHS COVID-19 app from Google Play or The Apple
store
For more information on the app visit www.covid19.nhs.uk

Download the NHS COVID-19 app tod
Otford & Kemsing Surgeries – issued by Otford Patient

Participation Group
Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.



Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik has now reopened
for essential use.
To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm
Social Distancing  rules will be applied

Kent Wildlife Trust – Bring back the Buzz
Why the Wildlife Trusts need us to take action - Few things
conjure up a perfect image of the countryside quite like a bee
buzzing from flower to flower. A butterfly fluttering across a
meadow. A beetle making its way through tall grass. They paint
a wonderful picture, don’t they?

The reality, however, is less than idyllic. Modern living has seen
insect numbers drop at an alarming rate. We risk losing many of them forever.
Life systems depend on insects. Insects make up the majority of our wildlife and
are truly remarkable in the roles they play. Pollinators such as wild bees,
hoverflies and moths are vital for passing on pollen to help our flowers reproduce
and approximately three quarters of the crop types grown by humans rely on
pollination by insects. Insects break down and decompose organic materials. They
turn dead matter and waste into usable forms, like fertile soil for healthy crops.

And let’s not forget that insects are food for many other animals including birds,
bats, reptiles, amphibians, and fish that we love so much as well as being essential
to help feed our growing human population.

Can you help? The Wildlife Trusts need communities and individuals to help them
stop insects from dying out. Two new action guides for communities and individuals
are packed full of information to help us all take practical action in our local
neighbourhood and at home. Just taking a few simple actions can have a big impact
if we all act. Together we can reverse insect loss and help the wildlife that
depends on insects to thrive once more. Want to know more? Sign up for your
free guide here https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/action-insects. You will also
find our report, ‘Reversing the Decline of Insects’, highlighting case studies of
individuals, farmers, communities, landowners and councils that have taken
positive action to help insects. Together we can help these little lifesavers to
thrive.



Wherever you are, there is no excuse for domestic abuse
This is a crime and it can affect anyone. During this COVID-19 pandemic,
limited contact with the outside world may make you or someone you know feel
unsafe, but Kent Police specialist teams are still there to help 24/7 in the same
way they always do.
Kent Police will respond to your call and can arrest anyone committing offences
against you.
In an emergency dial 999 or 101 for non-emergencies. You can also speak to
someone online at www.kent.police.uk
There are other agencies working with Kent Police to support you:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247
Domestic Abuse Support Services in Kent & Medway:
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk
Victim Support
08 08 16 89 111
www.victimsupport.org.uk
Broken Rainbow:
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk
Childline
0800 1111

Other Medical Matters
Sevenoaks Phlebotomy Service

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Sevenoaks Phlebotomy Service is
providing a new 'interim' phlebotomy arrangement. It is a walk-in clinic strictly
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
If you have been issued blood forms recently and have not yet attended, please
call the Surgery on 01959 523929 to book a timed appointment.
A maximum of two patients will only ever be allowed in the Phlebotomy waiting
area and they will be segregated to support the current social distancing rules.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS: please allow at least 72 hours for processing. Please
don't over request your medication as this will be automatically rejected by
GP's. There are letter boxes at both surgeries where you can place your repeat
prescription requests. Alternatively, please use the Contact Form on our website
or order online via Patient Access if you’ve already registered for this service.

ASTHMA PUMPS: if you do not have a recent diagnosis of asthma, please do
not request asthma pumps.



PRIVATE MEDICAL REPORTS: We have suspended acceptance of new
insurance/medical and other such reports. The only exceptions to this will be
forms for Universal Credit/ESA. Reports that have been previously accepted
will be very substantially delayed in the current circumstances. Please do not
contact the surgery to chase us.

ISOLATION NOTICE: If you have self-isolated for 7/14 days you DO NOT
NEED A FIT NOTE from your GP. Please follow the Government advice

BLOOD/XRAY FORMS, REFERRAL PAPERWORK & OTHER FIT NOTES:
Please do not attend to pick up unless told specifically to do so by the GPs. All
essential paperwork will be posted to you.
NHS health advice and information - www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
Government advice and guidance - www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Go-Coach
Instead of the current timetabled bus services, book a Go2
bus within minutes of when you need to travel via the Go2
mobile app, or telephone hotline: 01732 463 964.
Go2 is a demand-responsive bus service. Similar to a taxi,
you can book
your bus ride over the phone or via our app when you’re

ready to travel,
and we’ll aim to pick you up within 30 minutes. Journeys may be shared
with others travelling along a similar route, but detours are minimised. An
estimated journey time will be provided when you book. Buses will only
run when passengers book and when not in use will be parked at set points
around the network waiting for bookings.
How to I book a ride?
If you have a smartphone, download the Go2 app from the App Store or
Google Play store. Create your account after clicking ‘Sign Up.’ Enter your
pickup and drop off addresses in the white bar located at the top of the
screen. You will then be given a pick-up time, estimated drop off time and
the cost of a ride. Once you’ve chosen this option, follow the dotted line in
the app to find your vehicle.
If you do not have a smartphone, please call our support centre at
01732 463 964 to book a ride. When calling, we will give you instructions
on where to wait for your bus and the scheduled arrival time. You will pay
when boarding the bus.
When will buses operate?
Go2 will run between 06:00 and 19.30 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 19:00



Saturday and you can book trips anytime within these operational hours.
We will endeavour to match or reduce your current journey times too.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays.
Where will Go2 buses pick me up?
If using the app, after you book a ride, the app will display the pick-up
location where the vehicle will meet you.

Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council recognise that many residents and local businesses
rely on its services. As the Coronavirus outbreak continues, the Council is putting
its plans into action so it can continue to deliver services to the usual standards
for as long as possible.
The Council is taking action to reduce contact amongst staff to limit the
transmission of virus. Wherever possible, staff are working from home and whole
teams are not working in the same place together.
The means that some Council services are starting a little earlier than usual,
including the Garden Waste collection service. Customers are being asked to put
their garden waste bins and sacks out half an hour earlier, by 6.30am, on their
collection day.
Other services starting earlier include the street sweepers, the fly tipping
response crew and the cesspool emptying team.
The Council’s weekly refuse and recycling collection service is continuing as usual,
however it may be necessary to change routes so collection times may be earlier
or later than residents are used to, therefore it is important that residents put
their sacks out by 7am on their collection day.
Residents can find information, apply for services, make payments and do business
on its website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling 01732 227000.

NEW - Scammers impersonating Internet provders
There have been several reports over the past few weeks
from people being telephoned by scammers (automated calls)
purporting to be from their internet providers. The scammers
are saying that the persons internet will be cut off due to
illegal activity or low activity. They are then directing them
to press the dreaded button 1, where the fraudsters will

either try to obtain personal data or normally request you to allow them access
to your computer by allowing them to download malicious software. This is with
the intention of taking over your system and obtaining access to your online
banking etc when they will then steal your money.



One such call claimed to be from Open Reach and from an address in London. They
were challenged by the person they called, who started asking the scammers
questions, the scammers immediately hung up.
IF YOU RECEIVE ANY OF THESE CALLS, PLEASE HANG UP IMMEDIATELY
AND REPORT IT TO ACTION FRAUD.
Never allow anyone remote access to your computer and never download any
unknown software/apps that allows people access to your system. Remember your
Internet provider will NEVER ask you for remote access to your computer.
If you are unsure and want to contact your service provider, then please call
them via a trusted number. If possible, use an alternative phone than the one
you were called on. If you do not have access to another phone then please allow
time for your line to clear or call a family member or friend to confirm the line
is cleared, as scammers will try to remain on the line.

TAKE 5 TO STOP SCAMS
Scam prevention advice

Telephone scam where someone claiming to work for the
police, hospital, a bank, or other service cold calls and says
they are raising money or require payment for a local cause
or service. Never respond to an unexpected call by giving
away cash, cards, PINs, bank details or personal
information – no matter how tempting or convincing the
caller may seem.
Text scam disguised as an alert from HMRC, offering a

goodwill payment during the current Covid-19 situation if you click on a link and
provide personal and bank details. Never click a link or give out your bank
details or personal information in response to an unsolicited email or text –
no matter how tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Text scam claiming to be from Gov.uk, which says you have been recorded and
fined for leaving your home during an isolation period and asks you to click a link
for more details. Never respond to unexpected emails, click on links or
attachments, or provide bank details or personal information – no matter
how tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Online shopping scam offering protective equipment including face masks, hand
sanitiser and other products which never arrive. Only use reputable websites
that you know and trust, make sure you see a padlock symbol when making
a purchase, and where possible use a credit card which has insurance for
online payments.
Text and email scams claiming to be from HMRC, saying you are eligible for a
tax refund. Never click a link or give out your bank details or personal



information in response to an unsolicited email or text – no matter how
tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Remember:
Never assume or believe a message or offer is genuine – always confirm by a
contacting a trusted number or team like Action Fraud, a family member, friend,
or your bank’s fraud department to check.

Report scams at www.actionfraud.police.uk – and contact your bank’s fraud
team straight away if any money or bank details have been handed over.

Get the latest scam advice by following @KentPoliceECU or @Kent_Police on
twitter.

Contacts
If you are self-isolating, you could contact one of these organisations for
help and support:
Age UK 0800 678 1602 /Asthma UK 0300 222 5800 / BHF 0300 330
3311/Diabetes UK 0345 123 2399 /Mind 0300 123 3393/Scope 0808 800
3333/ The Silver Line 0800 470 8090

For advice and to report issues to KCC Trading Standards contact
Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133
Consumer Advice scams action line on 0808 250 5050
Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Also www.victimsupport.org.uk – Support line - 03003030157

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000.



Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
Unfortunately, due to the current Coronavirus (COVID-19)
situation, we have taken the difficult decision to stop providing
face-to-face advice until further notice.
We apologise for any inconvenience this causes, however we will be
providing the same level of advice to our clients via alternative

routes and we are still able to offer free, independent, confidential and
impartial advice to all across North and West Kent.
You can still access advice in the following ways:
1. Call our Adviceline on 0300 330 9001 for assistance, available Monday -
Friday, 10am - 3pm.
2. Email us on advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. Emails will be triaged at times of heavy
demand.
3. For self-help advice, visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk at any time.
If you’re looking for help to apply for Universal Credit:
• Call us for free on 0800 144 8 444 (Monday - Friday, 8am - 6pm)
• Get support online at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/helptoclaim

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
New applications
SE/20/02617 The Stables, Park Farm, High Street
Conversion and extension to existing barn and garage to

create ground and first floor accommodation to form a dwelling and a new
garage, associated landscape works and alterations to fenestration
SE/20/02623 10 Tudor Crescent
Single storey side and rear extension to replace existing shed/ conservatory
and extension to front.
SE/20/02754 Pond House, The Green
Proposed removal of sand cement pointing that is damaging the facing brickwork
of façade with lime mortar tuck pointing.
SE/20/02964 Bank Buildings, Station Road
Demolition of existing building. Erection of replacement building comprising 4x2
bedroom residential units, parking, and associated works.
SE/20/02847 10 Rye Lane
Demolition of the existing store. Erection of a two-storey side extension, rear
first floor extension, rear ground floor extension, attic conversion, canopy t the
front of the property, landscaping to include a new fence and alterations to the
existing doors and windows.



SE/20/03038 Burfield, Pilgrims Way East
Erection of a double storey side extension with a dormer to the rear and roof
lights to the front.
SE/20/03018 Albany, Shoreham Road
Minor material amendment to 19/02083. Removal of condition 5 so as to allow
accommodation within the second floor of the property. Natural light and
ventilation to be provided by clear glazed and openable windows and rooflights.
The roof lights are mounted very high in the roof with a minimum sill height of
1.7m above the floor level so as to ensure they do not overlook neighbours – this
is clearly stated on the elevations.
b. Results received
SE/20/00240 Land West of Homestead Farm, Rye Lane
Conversion of existing barn buildings to form two new dwellings and creating a
new access and enlarging hardstanding (ALLOWED).
SE/20/02155 Knighton House, 83, Pilgrims Way West
Erection of a timber prefabricated single storey granny annexe for ancillary use
to the main dwelling (ALLOWED)
SE/20/02213 Palace Park Wood, Sevenoaks Road
Creation of a new 150m2 wildlife pond for Great Crested Newts, under Natural
England’s district level licensing scheme (ALLOWED).
SE/20/02357 14 Hopfield Close
Single storey rear extension with internal alterations, roof lights, conversion of
existing garage to habitable space and landscaping (ALLOWED).
SE/20/02447 Pond House, The Green
Removal of condition 8(Archaeological watching brief) of 20/013612 to repair
of front dormer windows, repair of sash windows, replacement of effacing
brickwork and chimney and the replacement of a summer house (ALLOWED)
SE/20/02477 31, Tudor Crescent
Demolition of the existing conservatory at the rear and construct new single
storey rear extension with a green roof and roof lights (ALLOWED).

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground



Please do not forget to support all your shops on
the High Street and Parade during these
uncertain times and find those individual and
special presents as Christmas draws near.

And as always thank you so much to
all our wonderful NHS staff and all
key workers who live and work out
there in our communitys n England, and the
NHS Wales Test, Trace, Protect service.

being sent from 26 September.

EVERY POPPY COUNTS
WEAR YOUR POPPY WITH

PRIDE


