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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meeting will be on Monday 14th

September online

From the Chairman Mr Nick Rushby
We are delighted to welcome Cllr Simon Featherstone to the
Parish Council.  His appointment, which was confirmed by
Council on 10th August, brings us back to the full strength of 10
members.  You may know him as one of the founders of the

‘Road Friends’ scheme and of the recently established Otford Village Hub
Facebook page.  In addition to his duties on the full Council, Simon is an active
member of the Otford Traffic Management Group.  He has a particular interest
in footpaths and cycle trails and will be joining the Amenities and Highways
committee.  We look forward to working with him.

If you go down to Palace Park Wood today (or any other day!) you
will be surprised at the transformation that has taken place over
the past few months.  Under the stewardship of the Parish Council,



the damage cause by the mis-management of the previous years is being reversed.
The ancient oak is not only visible again but is making a strong recovery.  When
you go to admire it, please stay well clear of the base of the tree.  It is important
that the ground around it is not compacted by people wanting to get close.  Plans
to restore the pond are well underway and a second pond (to encourage newts) is
under consideration.  Palace Park wood is again, a great place for a walk. Until next
month, stay safe.
Nick Rushby - Chairman (nick.rushby@btinternet.com)

Heritage collaborates for the future
After lengthy discussions, the Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust and the
Otford Heritage Centre have reached agreement on a programme of close
collaboration which, it is intended, will lead to a merger of the two organisations
in due course.  In the short term it opens the way for the museum to achieve
accredited status.  Much of the preparatory work on accreditation has been
carried out over the past six months and the formal application will be made
shortly.  Accredited Status will enable us to apply for grants to help with training
volunteers and to develop the museum. In separate agreements, the collections
of the Heritage Centre and of the Otford District Archaeology Group have been
loaned to the Trust. The next step will be a complete review and cataloguing of
the collection of objects on display in the Otford Heritage Centre and those in
storage in various locations in the Village.  The long-term intention is that the
collection will be displayed in the Palace, in the ground floor space of the
conserved and refurbished North West Tower.  We are also planning an outreach
programme that will enable schools in the Darent Valley and London to access the
objects in the collection, supported by educational materials and talks by local
historians.
Speaking at the formal signing ceremony on 23rd August 2020, Nick Rushby,
Secretary of the Trust said: “The Trust and the Heritage Centre Committee have
been working on this merger since the beginning of the year.  The agreement
marks the start of a new phase for both parties and the opportunity for a far
greater audience to engage with the heritage of Otford and the Darent Valley.”
Sir Mike Bett, who has been the Chairman and then President of the Otford
Heritage Centre since its formation twenty-one years ago, said: ”I am delighted
that the museum created by these collaborative arrangements will enable
villagers and visitors to enjoy an increasingly comprehensive and coherent picture
of Otford’s remarkable 4,000 years history in the Darent Valley.”

Nick Rushby (secretary@otfordpalace.org)
Nick Fothergill (nick.fothergill1204@outlook.com)



Kirsch Cup
Otford Sports Association awards the Kirsch Cup every year to a
promising young local sportsperson, or a person who has made a
valuable contribution to any village recreational activity and it is
normally presented at the Annual Parish Meeting which this year of
course had to be cancelled because of lockdown.
On Saturday 8th August Max Porter who is 17 yrs old was presented

with the cup and a keepsake by John Edwards-Winser on Otford Recreation
Ground in front of the parents and children who were attending football coaching.

Max has been supporting OUFC since early 2018 helping young footballers
between the ages of five and seven. It showed maturity way beyond  his age,
setting up and leading sessions without any prompting or support and he is very
popular with parents and players alike. He was congratulated on the award and
wished every success in the future including achieving his first coaching
certificate.

Churches - Online Services in Otford
Please check out the church websites stbartholomews.co.uk
and otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk and sevrcprish.org.uk for
for details of their online weekly services and other
information and the Otford Evangelical Free Church
(www.otfordchurch.com) YouTube channel which is ‘OEFC in

excile. St Barthlomew’s Church have now started a weekly Sunday service. Please
contact the office 01959 523185  or website for details.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!



Please do not drop litter in your village
Litter does not clean itself away. It can take years to
degrade, causing harm to wildlife and habitats. Food
people drop – whether it is half-eaten burgers, chips or apple
cores - can attract pigeons and vermin such as rats and
dropped PPE be it gloves or wipes are unsanitary at the best
of times but especially now so put them in the bin please.

There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t expect someone
else to pick up for you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to
dispose of. KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY ESPECIALLY THANK
YOU

Post Office Opening Hours
The Post Office will be open from 9am to 5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday &
Friday and 9am to 12noon on Wednesdays and 9am to 2.30pm on
Saturdays.Thank you to Tina and the girls for their continuing service.

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding
areas so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed.
We thank him for all his hard work supporting ours and
other villages most vulnerable residents. Well Done

Face Coverings
Remember that it is now the law that you must wear a face
covering when going into a shop / supermarket also travelling in
England on a bus or coach, train or tram, ferry or hovercraft or
other vessel, aircraft & cable car.
If you do not wear a face covering, you will be breaking the law

and could be fined £100. A face covering is a covering of any type which covers
your nose and mouth. Also, a face covering is preferable at Stations, ports and
airports and when travelling in taxis.
Face coverings are not a substitute for maintaining social distancing and good
hand hygiene.

This Photo by



Shops – Reopening
It is lovely to see all our shops, cafes, pubs and hairdresser and
barbers all now reopen. Please be patient with everyone as regarding
the new layouts and regulations and remember to socially distance
at all times and use the hand sanitiser where provided and wear a
mask. Please support all your local businesses during these difficult

times.
Otford Village Memorial Hall

Our Village Hall is now re-open for bookings. Hopefully, clubs
and societies can soon start to meet again. Social distancing
will obviously be needed, and hand sanitiser has been
provided. Call 01959 525181 or email
ovmh.bookings@otford.net

Otford & Kemsing Surgeries – issued by Otford Patient
Participation Group

Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.

Otford Medical practice Patient Participation Group Newsletter
1, NHS NEW ORGANISATION IN KENT

On 1 April 2020, the 8 regional Care Commissioning Groups (CCG’s) in the county
merged  to create a single NHS Kent and Medway Clinical Commissioning Group
(K&MCCG) Our local West Kent CCG has now been abolished. The impact of this
change is that the K&MCCG will now consider needs across the whole of Kent and
allocate funds accordingly rather than previously where the WKCCG had a budget
allocation that was targeted solely at West Kent.

To bring about planned NHS changes 41 Primary Care Networks (PCN’s) have
been formed whose activities are coordinated by 9 regional Integrated Care
Partnerships (ICP’s). A PCN consists of groups of General Practices (GP,s)
working together and in partnership with community, mental health, social care,
pharmacy, hospital, and voluntary services in their local area. The aim is hopefully
to offer co-ordinated health and social care to the people living in their area.



Otford Medical Practice (OMP) is now part of the Sevenoaks PCN. that also
includes:- Amherst, Borough Green, St Johns, Edenbridge, South Park,
Sevenoaks Town, Westerham.

2, INCREASING USE OF TECHNOLOGY

a, On-Line and telephone GP appointments and virtual (computer model)
triaging

In response to Covid the  NHS issued  a directive that stated :- “All practices
should move to a total triage model as rapidly as possible to protect patients and
staff from avoidable risks of infection. • Practices should manage patients
remotely (online, phone, video) and any pre-booked appointments should be
converted to remote appointments unless face-to-face contact is clinically
necessary. • Turn off online pre-bookable appointments and, instead, triage all
demand.”

To assist meet this directive the NHS has purchased various computer-based
triage systems.  Basically these systems require patients to key in their personal
details and symptoms and a computer model will direct the patient to the most
appropriate area to help with their health problem  This could be an appointment
with their GP (telephone, on-line, or face to face) or pharmacy, hospital, self-
treatment etc.  OMP will shortly be introducing such a system.

b, What you can do if you cannot access a computer or smart telephone

Whilst recognising the benefits to the NHS of the use of new technology the PPG
are concerned it must also be  recognised that many people, for a multitude of
reasons cannot access a computer or smartphone. The OMP have asked the PPG
to help reassure all patients in this category that they can still access the
Practice in their usual ways and further contacts will always be arranged in a way
that meets a patients needs when they cannot use technology i.e. seeing a doctor
in the Surgery, home visits etc. Make sure you explain your situation when calling
the Practice. Also, and just to reiterate, the OMP is open for business so
please do not ignore any concerning medical symptoms.

c, Patient Access System

If you use the Patient Access facility (provided by an external organisation)
within the OMP computer system for medication requests and/or booking
appointments,  you may have become aware that more facilities are advertised.
Please be aware that some of these facilities are provided by companies that
will make a charge for the services offered.

WALKING FOR HEALTH

Kemsing Every Step Counts are pleased to announce the re-launch of walks
through the St Clere estate from Friday 4th September, meeting there at 10am.



This 45-minute walk will happen every Friday from then on, followed by tea &
coffee etc. The original walk managed just one before lockdown, but Eliza
Ecclestone has now agreed the estate can be used again. These walks are just one
of many that run throughout the Sevenoaks district, but we have an advantage in
that we can socially distance as we walk, as we are not restricted to pavements
but great wide-open spaces! Everybody is welcome

“FLU- JABS”

The Practice is currently planning how to run its flu clinics this year, considering
the need for enhanced infection control precautions in the current pandemic.
Further information will be published when available and details will also be posted
on the Practice website and in the Parish Council Newsletter

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to keep going during
this time. If you need transport to medical appointments, please contact them
on 01732 458931 to see if they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am
to 12 noon.

Library Summer Reading Challenge
There is a Silly Squad Summer Reading Challenge.
Register online at sillysquad.org.uk. Free for children
aged 4-11, the challenge has games, quizzes and
downloadable activities. Choose reading goals, create

book reviews, play games and collect virtual rewards. There is now also a separate
children’s collection on the online OverDrive library so visit
kent.overdrive.com/library/childrens to find you challenge reads. The challenge
runs all summer until the end of September so carry on reading !

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik has now reopened
for essential use.
To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm
Social Distancing  rules will be applied



Kent Wildlife Trust – Bring back the Buzz
Why the Wildlife Trusts need us to take action - Few things
conjure up a perfect image of the countryside quite like a bee
buzzing from flower to flower. A butterfly fluttering across a
meadow. A beetle making its way through tall grass. They paint
a wonderful picture, don’t they?

The reality, however, is less than idyllic. Modern living has seen
insect numbers drop at an alarming rate. We risk losing many of them forever.
Life systems depend on insects. Insects make up the majority of our wildlife and
are truly remarkable in the roles they play. Pollinators such as wild bees,
hoverflies and moths are vital for passing on pollen to help our flowers reproduce
and approximately three quarters of the crop types grown by humans rely on
pollination by insects. Insects break down and decompose organic materials. They
turn dead matter and waste into usable forms, like fertile soil for healthy crops.

And let’s not forget that insects are food for many other animals including birds,
bats, reptiles, amphibians and fish that we love so much as well as being essential
to help feed our growing human population.

Can you help? The Wildlife Trusts need communities and individuals to help them
stop insects from dying out. Two new action guides for communities and individuals
are packed full of information to help us all take practical action in our local
neighbourhood and at home. Just taking a few simple actions can have a big impact
if we all act. Together we can reverse insect loss and help the wildlife that
depends on insects to thrive once more. Want to know more? Sign up for your
free guide here https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/action-insects. You will also
find our report, ‘Reversing the Decline of Insects’, highlighting case studies of
individuals, farmers, communities, landowners and councils that have taken
positive action to help insects. Together we can help these little life-savers to
thrive.

Wherever you are, there is no excuse for domestic abuse
This is a crime and it can affect anyone. During this COVID-19 pandemic,
limited contact with the outside world may make you or someone you know feel
unsafe, but Kent Police specialist teams are still there to help 24/7 in the same
way they always do.
Kent Police will respond to your call and can arrest anyone committing offences
against you.
In an emergency dial 999 or 101 for non-emergencies. You can also speak to
someone online at www.kent.police.uk



There are other agencies working with Kent Police to support you:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247
Domestic Abuse Support Services in Kent & Medway:
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk
Victim Support
08 08 16 89 111
www.victimsupport.org.uk
Broken Rainbow:
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk
Childline
0800 1111

Other Medical Matters
Sevenoaks Phlebotomy Service

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Sevenoaks Phlebotomy Service is
providing a new 'interim' phlebotomy arrangement. It is a walk-in clinic strictly
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
If you have been issued blood forms recently and have not yet attended, please
call the Surgery on 01959 523929 to book a timed appointment.
A maximum of two patients will only ever be allowed in the Phlebotomy waiting
area and they will be segregated to support the current social distancing rules.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS: please allow at least 72 hours for processing. Please
don't over request your medication as this will be automatically rejected by
GP's. There are letter boxes at both surgeries where you can place your repeat
prescription requests. Alternatively, please use the Contact Form on our website
or order online via Patient Access if you’ve already registered for this service.

ASTHMA PUMPS: if you do not have a recent diagnosis of asthma, please do
not request asthma pumps.

PRIVATE MEDICAL REPORTS: We have suspended acceptance of new
insurance/medical and other such reports. The only exceptions to this will be
forms for Universal Credit/ESA. Reports that have been previously accepted
will be very substantially delayed in the current circumstances. Please do not
contact the surgery to chase us.

ISOLATION NOTICE: If you have self-isolated for 7/14 days you DO NOT
NEED A FIT NOTE from your GP. Please follow the Government advice



BLOOD/XRAY FORMS, REFERRAL PAPERWORK & OTHER FIT NOTES:
Please do not attend to pick up unless told specifically to do so by the GPs. All
essential paperwork will be posted to you.
NHS health advice and information - www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
Government advice and guidance - www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Go-Coach
Instead of the current timetabled bus services, book a Go2
bus within minutes of when you need to travel via the Go2
mobile app, or telephone hotline: 01732 463 964.
Go2 is a demand-responsive bus service. Similar to a taxi,
you can book
your bus ride over the phone or via our app when you’re

ready to travel,
and we’ll aim to pick you up within 30 minutes. Journeys may be shared
with others travelling along a similar route, but detours are minimised. An
estimated journey time will be provided when you book. Buses will only
run when passengers book and when not in use will be parked at set points
around the network waiting for bookings.
How to I book a ride?
If you have a smartphone, download the Go2 app from the App Store or
Google Play store. Create your account after clicking ‘Sign Up.’ Enter your
pickup and drop off addresses in the white bar located at the top of the
screen. You will then be given a pick-up time, estimated drop off time and
the cost of a ride. Once you’ve chosen this option, follow the dotted line in
the app to find your vehicle.
If you do not have a smartphone, please call our support centre at
01732 463 964 to book a ride. When calling, we will give you instructions
on where to wait for your bus and the scheduled arrival time. You will pay
when boarding the bus.
When will buses operate?
Go2 will run between 06:00 and 19.30 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 19:00
Saturday and you can book trips anytime within these operational hours.
We will endeavour to match or reduce your current journey times too.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays.
Where will Go2 buses pick me up?
If using the app, after you book a ride, the app will display the pick-up
location where the vehicle will meet you.



Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council recognise that many residents and local businesses
rely on its services. As the Coronavirus outbreak continues, the Council is putting
its plans into action so it can continue to deliver services to the usual standards
for as long as possible.
The Council is taking action to reduce contact amongst staff to limit the
transmission of virus. Wherever possible, staff are working from home and whole
teams are not working in the same place together.
The means that some Council services are starting a little earlier than usual,
including the Garden Waste collection service. Customers are being asked to put
their garden waste bins and sacks out half an hour earlier, by 6.30am, on their
collection day.
Other services starting earlier include the street sweepers, the fly tipping
response crew and the cesspool emptying team.
The Council’s weekly refuse and recycling collection service is continuing as usual,
however it may be necessary to change routes so collection times may be earlier
or later than residents are used to, therefore it is important that residents put
their sacks out by 7am on their collection day.
Residents can find information, apply for services, make payments and do business
on its website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling 01732 227000.

Scammers using police phone numbers to target the vulnerable
Fraud detectives are warning residents to beware of criminals
who are using police phone numbers to target vulnerable
people.
Those responsible are not actually calling from a Kent Police
station but are changing their caller ID to make it appear like
they are – a process known as ‘spoofing’.

Since the beginning of July the force has received at least three reports of this
nature from people living in Faversham, Gravesend and Gillingham.
On each occasion the victim was contacted by someone claiming to be from Her
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, who told them they were wanted for tax evasion
and would shortly be contacted by a police officer. They were then asked what
their local police station was, giving the fraudster the opportunity to research
the phone number for that station and arranging for an accomplice to pretend to
call back on it.
Two of those targeted were so worried about being arrested that they agreed to
pay the bogus police officer around £900 each to settle the amount they were
told they owed.



Detective Sergeant Alec Wood of the Kent and Essex Serious Crime Directorate
said: ‘Criminals are always looking for new ways in which to win the trust of those
they target, and calling from a number that appears to be a police number is the
latest trick up their sleeve.
‘It is important to remember that a police officer will never ask you to pay money
over the phone, nor will they threaten you with arrest for not paying.
‘Never give out your personal information in response to an incoming call or rely
upon the caller ID as the sole means of identification – particularly if the caller
is asking you to do something that will affect you financially.
‘If somebody rings you asking for this information, do not give it to them. Instead,
hang up the phone and call a trusted number from a different phone or wait at
least five minutes to ensure the line has cleared and you are not still talking to
the same fraudster or an accomplice.
‘Contact your bank immediately if you think you may have been scammed and also
report the incident to Action Fraud.
‘Remember the ABC rule to help protect yourself and others against fraud – never
Assume someone is telling the truth, never Believe what they say unless you are
confident they are who they say they are, and always Confirm the details they
have provided.’

Scam prevention advice
Telephone scam where someone claiming to work for the
police, hospital, a bank or other service cold calls and
says they are raising money or require payment for a local
cause or service. Never respond to an unexpected call
by giving away cash, cards, PINs, bank details or

personal information – no matter how tempting or convincing the caller may
seem.
Text scam disguised as an alert from HMRC, offering a goodwill payment during

the current Covid-19 situation if you click on a link and provide personal and
bank details. Never click a link or give out your bank details or personal
information in response to an unsolicited email or text – no matter how
tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Text scam claiming to be from Gov.uk, which says you have been recorded and
fined for leaving your home during an isolation period and asks you to click a link
for more details. Never respond to unexpected emails, click on links or
attachments, or provide bank details or personal information – no matter
how tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Online shopping scam offering protective equipment including face masks, hand
sanitiser and other products which never arrive. Only use reputable websites
that you know and trust, make sure you see a padlock symbol when making



a purchase, and where possible use a credit card which has insurance for
online payments.
Text and email scams claiming to be from HMRC, saying you are eligible for a
tax refund. Never click a link or give out your bank details or personal
information in response to an unsolicited email or text – no matter how
tempting or convincing the message may seem.
Remember:
Never assume or believe a message or offer is genuine – always confirm by a
contacting a trusted number or team like Action Fraud, a family member, friend
or your bank’s fraud department to check.

Report scams at www.actionfraud.police.uk – and contact your bank’s fraud
team straight away if any money or bank details have been handed over.

Get the latest scam advice by following @KentPoliceECU or @Kent_Police on
twitter.

Contacts
If you are self-isolating, you could contact one of these organisations for
help and support:
Age UK 0800 678 1602 /Asthma UK 0300 222 5800 / BHF 0300 330
3311/Diabetes UK 0345 123 2399 /Mind 0300 123 3393/Scope 0808 800
3333/ The Silver Line 0800 470 8090

For advice and to report issues to KCC Trading Standards contact
Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133
Consumer Advice scams action line on 0808 250 5050
Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Also www.victimsupport.org.uk – Support line - 03003030157

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook



Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000.

Citizens Advice Sevenoaks – Otford Outreach
Unfortunately, due to the current Coronavirus (COVID-19)
situation, we have taken the difficult decision to stop providing
face-to-face advice until further notice.
We apologise for any inconvenience this causes, however we will be
providing the same level of advice to our clients via alternative

routes and we are still able to offer free, independent, confidential and
impartial advice to all across North and West Kent.
You can still access advice in the following ways:
1. Call our Adviceline on 0300 330 9001 for assistance, available Monday -
Friday, 10am - 3pm.
2. Email us on advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. Emails will be triaged at times of heavy
demand.
3. For self-help advice, visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk at any time.

If you’re looking for help to apply for Universal Credit:
• Call us for free on 0800 144 8 444 (Monday - Friday, 8am - 6pm)
• Get support online at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/helptoclaim

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground

And as always thank you so much to
all our wonderful NHS staff and all
key workers who live and work out
there in our community


