
Otford 
Neighbourhood Plan

YOUR VILLAGE – YOUR PLAN



Our plan for this afternoon

 What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

 How will it make a difference?

 What does it include?

 What does it exclude?

 Why do we need a Neighbourhood Plan?

 Who makes the Plan?

 How do we do it?

 How long will it take?

 Do YOU want a Neighbourhood Plan for Otford?

 Three key questions for today

 What happens over the next three months?



Photography

We are taking photographs this afternoon so 

we can demonstrate that we have involved 

the Otford Community in the development of 

the Neighbourhood Plan.

Please let us know if you do not give your 

permission for your photograph to be used in 

this way.



What is a Neighbourhood 

Plan?



What is a Neighbourhood 

Plan?

Neighbourhood planning enables communities like 

ours, to take the lead in producing part of the 

statutory development plan for the area. Crucially, 

unlike a parish plan, these neighbourhood plans 

are a statutory document and must be used to 

determine planning applications in a 

neighbourhood area. 

It builds on, and complements the existing Parish 

Plan and the Otford Village Design Statement.



How will it make a 

difference?

 SDC must take it into account when it considers 
planning applications.

 We can specify our own sites for building on

 We will have more control over the erosion of the 
Green Belt. 

 A voice on our future infrastructure needs (education 
provision, healthcare facilities, shops, recreational 
facilities)

Indirectly it will enable us to influence other aspects of our 
community 



What does it include?



Some context from SDC

From a briefing by SDC Planners to OPC and neighbouring parishes: 5th September 2017 



Not just about housing!

 Yes, there is a need for new housing in Sevenoaks 

District (12,400 new homes across the District), but

 Space for 192 homes is being sought in the Darent 

Valley – Otford, Kemsing, Shoreham, Eynsford and 

Farningham – over the next 20 years.

 It is important that they are the kind of homes that we 

need in Otford (affordable, appropriate for right-sizing)



New homes in the Darent 

Valley

• Baseline: 57

• Maximising supply 22

• Brownfield 115



What does it exclude?

We cannot say (directly) what we don’t

want, so we have to phrase what we do

want very carefully



Why do we need a plan?

 The forthcoming Sevenoaks District Plan leaves us 

vulnerable to decisions by other bodies.

 Currently, our influence over the types of development are 

limited.  (For example it is developers who decide what kind 

of house they will build.)

 We may want to attract different kinds of shops into the 

Village.

 We may want to take measures to calm and restrict traffic 

through the Village



Who makes the plan?

 The Parish Council will take the lead but….

 The Community decides on the Plan.

 We will work with SDC to ensure conformity 

with the New District Plan

“Effective community engagement is essential right from 

the beginning of the process.”

(NALC (2017) The Good Councillor’s guide to neighbourhood planning 



We already have 

a Parish Plan 

and a Village Design Statement



How do we do it?

Background documents from SDC. 

NALC, Central Government, etc

Otford Neighbourhood 

Plan

Village Design 

Statement (DVS)
Otford

Parish Plan

Evidence

from SDC

Evidence 

we collect

Our visions 

and ideas



How do we do it?

There are five stages

• Getting started  

• Getting organised

• Preparing the information base

• Drafting the Plan

• Finalising the Plan

It will take about 18 months



Do we want a plan for our 

Parish?



Three key questions for 

today

1. What do we value about our Village?

1. What concerns you most?

2. What would you like to change?



What happens over the next 

three months?

We get organised and set up a 

steering group


