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Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting
Held on Monday 15th April 2019 at 7:30pm in the Club Room of the

Otford Village Memorial Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. N Rushby (Chairman), J Edwards-Winser, Cllr P Clucas
N Fothergill, Mrs J Lawrey, H Leicester, Mrs I Roy, M Whitehead

IN ATTENDENCE Rod Shelton, KCC Warden Paul Robertson, KCC Warden Supervisor
Siobhan MacKay, PCSO Pete Jones, Assistant Clerk, approx. 20 members of the public.

1. WELCOME
Cllr N Rushby, Chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed everyone to the meeting

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Cllrs Mrs M Evans, Mrs J Howe, Cliff & Elizabeth Ward,
Mike Hankinson, Dave Hobson (OUFC), Peter Bradnock

3. MINUTES
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 16th April 2018 were signed
by Cllr Rushby as an accurate record of the meeting.

4. PRESENTATION OF THE KIRSCH CUP
The Otford Sports Association awarded the Kirsch Cup every year to a promising young local
sportsperson, or a person who had made a valuable contribution to any village recreational
activity. The winner for 2019 was Finley Bye. Otford United Junior Football Team nominated
Finley Bye, who was 17 years old and one of their young assistant coaches.
Finlay had been involved with the club for a number of years, initially as a player, and over the
last two seasons he had transitioned to coaching their Pumas team from formation and now
through the u7 and u8 age groups. Finlay had regularly given up his spare time to help with
the development of grassroots football in Otford and had played a substantial part in the
Pumas development. He had travelled by public transport to away matches, at his own
expense, to support the boys, and turned out week in, week out, regardless of the weather.
This has continued despite his own Otford team disbanding at the start of this season.
He continued to devote his spare time to ensuring that mini-football thrives in Otford, and as a
club they felt very fortunate to have such a dedicated young man involved with them.
The Pumas had become a strong mini football team who had won matches and
tournaments; Finlay had played a significant part in that success.
The runner-up was Joe Crossley who was nominated by Otford Cricket Club for basketball.
Joe, who was 15 years old and from Tudor Drive had been school skipper for the last 3 years,
plays for Sevenoaks Suns u16 and u18 and was doing really well. He was also a decent
cricketer, but basketball was very much his forte.
The Village was fortunate in having such multi-talented young sportsmen.

5. REPORT FROM OTFORD SPORTS ASSOCIATION SECRETARY KAY DRAKE
It was a stipulation of the Parish Council that any club, team, organisation or individual wanting
to make use of the Recreation Ground for sporting activities must join the OSA.
The Otford Sports Association had been in existence for the last 36 years with the existing
OSA being operational since August 19, 2010 meeting 4 times a year to discuss management
of the High Street Recreation Ground.
Member Clubs comprise:

 Otford United Football Club
 Otford United Junior Football Club
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 Otford Cricket Club
 Otford Lawn Tennis Club
 Otford Indoor (Short Mat) Bowls Club
 Otford Petanque Club
 Sevenoaks Sport (Personal Trainer)
 Ruth Jones (Nordic Walking)

OTFORD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
Have two Teams which played on a Saturday.  The First Team had a squad of approximately
15 players and played in the Kent County League Premier Division and the Reserves, with
approximately 20 players, played in Division 1 of the Sevenoaks & District League.  Some of
the Reserves were now good enough to play in the First Team. Both teams were holding their
own, with the first team currently 8th and the Reserves in fourth place in Division One.  The
Club had a good disciplinary record so far which was always a bonus. Negotiations were nearly
complete to merge with Otford United Junior Football Club which it was hoped would take
place on June 1st and a new logo was currently being produced.
OTFORD UNITED JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Having operated for most of the season without a permanent Club Secretary this problem had
now been resolved and they now had a 6-person management team. They now had 12 teams
with membership in line with the same (approx 10-20 players per team).
The Club continued to use both the High Street and Hale Lane Recreation Ground and the
pitches were perhaps the best in each of the leagues OUJFC participated in.  The grounds
also continued to be enjoyed by other members of The OSA such as Otford Cricket Club.
Some of the older teams (U11 and above) trained mid-week, including under the lights at the
High Street Recreation Ground, The New Beacon School, and Knole Academy.  On Saturday
and Sunday mornings training took place at both the High Street and Hale Lane grounds with
both being busy and vibrant with U7-U16 participating in Crowborough, Tandridge and Ashford
league matches whilst those not playing trained on the facilities provided.
The club has a level 1 coach for every team enabling them to achieve FA Charter Standard
(The FA's accreditation scheme for grassroots clubs and leagues). Its goal was to raise
standards in grassroots football, support the development of clubs and leagues, recognising
and rewarding them for their commitment and achievements. They continued to support the
FA’s Respect campaign both on and off the pitch and in the local community have improved
upon established connections with the OSA, the Parish Council, and Otford Primary School
along with local Otford businesses including Jack the Barber and Tower Sports.
Past and Future Events included the popular OUJFC vs. Police football charity Match expected
to take place in mid-June and their awards day/football fun day was scheduled for 30th June
2019.The club was in fantastic shape and they hoped to appoint further officers in order to
enable the club to grow into the future.
OTFORD PETANQUE CLUB
In 2018 Otford Petanque Club celebrated its tenth anniversary of its presence on the
Recreation ground.  It started as the brainchild of Doug Cracknell as an exercise and
recreation for the older residents of Otford playing on the gravel drive of the Heritage Centre
and in 2008, with the help from grants and loans, the club built its own playing area (terrain)
next to the football pavilion on the main Recreation ground.
Their season is March to October with Club meetings on Thursday afternoons.
At their AGM they would discuss the possibility of moving to an early evening club session and
will also review the organisation of the club competitions to settle on the most popular
organisation.
A highlight of the year was the purchase of the new picnic table to replace the one that had
been declared a Health and Safety hazard by the Council. With generous financial help from
the Council they were able to purchase a replacement upmarket ‘Council standard’ model.
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Their facility was again used, under supervision, by the Methodist Youth Club and the Ladies
Group - this use by other local organisations is something they were looking to expand upon.
Young children also used the area as a sand pit,
OTFORD CRICKET CLUB
OCC's first team missed promotion, finishing third. The 2’s bettered them by moving up a
division. Their Colts all had fun in the long hot summer: though none won league or cups this
year several moved into district cricket and a couple moved up to larger clubs with a view to
making a cricketing career for themselves. This was most gratifying to those who put
seemingly endless hours into looking after the village youth and trying to embed some sort of
ambition into them.
Cricket is expensive to organise, although they had in the past been successful in funding
themselves it is now increasingly difficult to so do as the cost of services spiral - for instance
the cost of cutting the Recreation ground is due to leap this year. They were seeking a new
sponsor - or two.
With reference to Colts: finding volunteers and certified coaches was also more and more
difficult as the authorities demanded endless box ticking. People, at least the “do-ers”, had
less and less free time. This year they had 2 new captains and a new chairman. As a result,
they will not run an U9 unit in 2019, though they hoped to add a Sunday U18 team.
'Putting your hand up' seems less of a priority these days - so a "big hand" to all those who
do, in whatever sport or society.
OTFORD LAWN TENNIS CLUB REPORT
The coaching programme was very healthy. The Heuerman Racquet academy ran
Wednesday night coaching 7.30-8.30pm for adults of any ability.  Children’s sessions were
held Tuesday and Thursday evenings and there was coaching on a Friday evening for the
Junior Summer League Team.
Membership had dropped somewhat, but they were hoping with the onset of warmer weather,
and some energetic advertising, they would recruit some new members.
Last month the club had a lot of interior and exterior remedial work done on the pavilion, and
lots of improvements generally.

6. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR JOHN EDWARDS-WINSER
District Cllr Edwards-Wiser had this year been acting as SDC vice-chairman and as part of his
duties he had visited a wide range of community events.
Rubbish
SDC was the only local authority in the South East of the country that had a weekly single
collection.  Medway collect all the rubbish in a single week, but not on the same day – the
black sacks are collected one day and the recycling another – but that had to be sorted into 5
bins and if anything is mis-sorted it was not collected.
Only 2% of our rubbish went into land-fill the remainder was incinerated and provided
electricity and most of the noxious gasses were removed by a fairly efficient scrubber system.
The recycled materials were sorted on a MRF (Materials Recycling Facility) at Crayford and
shipped to whoever could reuse them and very little was wasted.
Finance
SDC was one of a handful of Local Authorities that were entirely self-sufficient and did not rely
on Government handouts. Indeed, the RSG (Rates Support Grant) worth £5m per year ceased
last year. So, the only sources of income for SDC was the Council Tax and car parking.
However, the SDC income was only 12% of our total Council Tax bill. SDC had thought ahead
and had invested approx 50% of their reserves in property which brought in an annual return
of 6-7% - a lot better than the 1% from banks.
They also set a 10yr budget, which was reviewed monthly.  As a comparison, Central Govt
budget was only set for the lifetime of the current in-service Govt – every 5yrs.
During his lifetime as Otford’s District Councillor, there had been a dramatic reduction in staff
– from approx. 650 down to 425 and they had removed all 5 of the director posts – a financial
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saving without a reduction in efficiency. The outcome of all this was that they were spending
less today than they did in 2009.
Planning
SDC dealt with the most applications of any Local Authority in the South East approx 1900 per
year.  Only 58 (3%) of the decisions were contested and went to appeal and of those 58 only
18 manage to get the decision overturned. So the planners were doing a good professional
job with only 18 decisions reversed out of 1900 that’s just 1% The planners had to work from
the basis that every application was lawful and then work on reasons that would lead to a
refusal.
As you might be aware, SDC had been producing a New Local Plan and although the Govt
set a target of 14,000 houses for the District they had only been able to agree with 10,500 –
the remainder had been discounted on Green Belt Issues.  Fortunately, or unfortunately
dependent on your viewpoint, SDC was 93% Green Belt, which meant that they had to
increase the density in the built-up areas or find “exceptional circumstances” to agree with the
proposed development. The only area that was of concern was the doubling in size of the
Vestry Estate, which would have traffic ramifications on both Otford and Bat & Ball and might
even lead to the introduction of slips onto the M26 at Otford rather than Junction 5 at
Chevening.
Social Services
This past year the Housing and Health teams had been brought together to ensure that they
gave a holistic service to those who need housing, health, debt advice and benefits. They had
also started a new hospital discharge service which aimed to help patients return home early
from hospital by making small but essential improvements to their homes.
There were many groups in the District supporting people with Dementia and on May 12th they
would again be promoting their “Run, Walk, or Push Against Dementia in Knole Park He would
like to encourage all of you to come along and take part, or just support this very worthwhile
occasion.  Last month he attended the “Making it Happen in Communities Awards” at St
Nicholas Church in Sevenoaks, where there must have been an audience in access of 400 to
celebrate the work of the volunteers that helped us all. He had been absolutely amazed to
witness the strength and willingness of people, groups and societies to work together to help
and support the most vulnerable amongst the community.  We really do have strong
communities right across the District and we should all be proud of that.
General
He was pleased to say that last year SDC finally relented and handed over the iconic Otford
Palace to the Otford Palace Trustees who would be pursuing their ambitions to restore and
convert the buildings into a self-sustaining tourist centre.  They were backed by the Darenth
Valley Landscape Partnership, which brings together a unique mix of organisations that will
work with the local communities along the whole of the valley to ensure the survival of this
exceptional area.

8.REPORT FROM PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN  NICK RUSHBY
As in previous years, the heavy work in the Parish Council was carried out by four statutory
committees, three working parties and the Otford Sports Association.  Each of these took
responsibility for specific areas and brought back reports and recommendations to full Council.
The Council placed great reliance on, and trust in, these committees to discharge their duties.
In turn I relied on the members of this team for the smooth, effective and efficient running of
the Council.  I would like to take this opportunity of thanking my colleagues for their service
and support.

He thanked Martin Whitehead who has been a councillor for many years, and Yolanda
McCarthy.  Both of them were resigning this year, and he would like to acknowledge their
service to the Parish Council.
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He chaired the Finance and General Purposes Committee and would give a short report on
the work over the past year, followed by reports from the other committees and working
groups.
Before moving on to the reports, he reminded everyone, those present, and the other residents
of our Heritage Village, that all of the meetings were open to the public and started with a short
public forum that gave residents an opportunity to speak and make their views heard.

Finance and General Purposes Committee – Chaired by Nick Rushby
The Finance and General Purposes Committee had overall responsibility for the management
of the Council’s financial affairs in accordance with legislative requirements, regulations and
guidelines.  This meant that it spent a great deal of time considering various projects around
the Village, as well as routine expenditure and regulatory management functions.
To give some idea of the range of projects, the current list under consideration included:

 Public toilets in the High Street car park.
 Trim Trail at the North side of the High Street recreation ground
 Traffic Management throughout Otford
 Perimeter footpath round the High Street recreation ground
 Footpath and seating in the Cemetery
 Tourist signposts within the Village
 Widening access to the High Street car park
 Footpath improvements to SR50 and SR66
 Green Car Park beside Pickmoss Lane to ease congestion at the Primary School
 Car Park extension at Hale Lane recreation group

Planning Committee – chaired by Martin Whitehead
 The Planning Committee met on a bi-weekly basis on Wednesday mornings at 9.15 in

the Parish Office.
 These meetings were open to all and he would encourage the applicants and objectors

to attend. He would also encourage prospective applicants to consult with OPC prior to
submitting their applications to SDC.

 The Committee members had wide ranging experience and knowledge of the village
which enabled the committee to reflect the best interests of most of the residents, whilst
maintaining compliance with the planning laws.

 During the last year they had reviewed 143 planning applications for consideration,
covering developments from minor works, small and large extensions through to new
builds. There had been a significant increase in planning applications.

 Over the period April 2018 to March 2019 SDC issued results on 119 applications. OPC
agreed with 99 and disagreed on 20.Of those where we differed, 25% we supported
but were refused and 75% we objected but were granted.
These results were consistent with previous years.

Recreation & Environment committee – chaired by Mary Evans
 During 2018/19 various tree works had been carried out around the village, including

on the village green where the copper beech had received some attention.  At the same
time, it was noticed that the first replacement willow by the pond on the west side had
died – probably having succumbed to the dry weather last summer, this had now been
replaced and was starting to come into leaf.  Ash die back was continuing to affect some
trees around the village and where necessary work had been carried out to make them
safe.

 The Recreation Ground continued to be an area of which we can be proud.  It was
looked after by Grounds Supervisor, Brian Thomas in conjunction with members of
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the Otford Sports Association. The Parish Council would like to thank them all for their
hard work in continuing to make this area so attractive and welcoming for all.  It would
however make it more pleasant for all, if dog owners kept their pets under control
especially when near people and ensured that they clear up after their dogs.

 In the next couple of weeks some new play equipment was due to be installed near to
the picnic tables, which would give toddlers somewhere to play close to their carers.
Later this year there would be some new fitness trail equipment installed at the top
end of the High Street Recreation Ground.  The Parish Council would be considering
putting in some play equipment for older children to use at the Hale Lane recreation
ground.  If local residents had suggestions of what would be a suitable choice for this
area, please contact the Parish Office with your ideas.

 Palace Park Wood was a parcel of land which lied between the village outskirts, The
Old Walk, Sidney Gardens, Sevenoaks Road and the M26, and shared a car park
with the Woodland Cemetery.  This was managed by the Woodland Trust who had
just produced their next 5-year plan.  The Parish Council had made strong
representation to them for an improvement in their management of the woods, in
particular the clearing of ditches, which would help to drain the land and improve the
state of the paths throughout the area.  In addition, I had also noted that there was an
ancient oak tree on the site, which would be the subject of a carefully planned project
to ensure its survival for the future.

 Oxenhill Woods which lied between Otford and Kemsing, was an area of naturally
regenerated woodland which was managed by SDC along with advice from the
Forestry Commission.  It continued to develop into a lovely walking area where wild
flowers abound, especially during spring time.  During last summer there was a nature
fun day held to help encourage more families to discover this delightful area.  This
year there will be another nature day on Sunday 9th June.

 The Parish Council would like to thank McDonalds who twice in the last year had
arranged for a litter pick along the Sevenoaks Road and down to the cemetery car
park and provided equipment and a number of staff who joined with Parish
Councillors to carry out this task.

 Questions were asked
Amenities and Highways Committee - chaired by Jackie Howe

 At the beginning of the year, 2 new bus shelters were installed; on Pilgrims Way West
opposite Rye Lane on Sevenoaks Road and people had been very appreciative.

 The School House building was being refurbished. This programme was still
progressing.

 LITTER PICKING around the village continued on a regular basis in collaboration with
McDonald’s. She thanked McDonald’s for their continued support of the village in this
regard.

 The paths to improve access to the cemetery was progressing.
 SIGNS: the metric sign by the railway arch on Pilgrims Way West was not yet

installed but the ‘cul de sac’ sign at Twitton Meadows had been installed.
 VILLAGE CAR PARK: a survey conducted by the TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP

had shown that the car park had regular availability. Following continuing problems,
the ticket machines were being replaced.

 A regular log of observable dangerous incidents in the village had been maintained
which had proved useful to the work of the TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP.

 GULLIES around the village for surface drainage remain a recurring problem even
after rodding.

 SPEED WATCH: There were now 8 volunteers for the Speed Watch team. She
thanked them. This would be implemented shortly.
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Jackie Howe, as leader of the committee, thanked everybody on the Committee for working
so efficiently throughout the year.

Traffic Management Working Party – chaired by Irene Roy
The traffic management group had achieved a great deal since she stood there over a year
ago.

 At that time, the traffic group were about half way through a traffic management study
covering everything from road safety, HGV issues, signage, congestion, parking and
local traffic.

 The study was completed at the end of last summer and a Traffic Report covering the
findings of the study - as well as over 50 proposals to improve all aspects of traffic
management - was published last September.

 With a set of proposals, backed up by a comprehensive traffic study, a public
consultation on the road safety proposals was held last autumn; this included a
questionnaire on the proposals and a public meeting.

 The results of the public consultation showed that the traffic proposals were extremely
well received by residents with nearly 80% of respondents agreeing that a 20mph limit
would be appropriate for certain roads in the village.

 All feedback from the public consultation, as well as emails and letters received
throughout this process, would be considered alongside the proposals put forward.

 Residents had been kept informed throughout this process with regular articles and
updates in the Parish newsletter.   The Traffic Report and Results of the Public
Consultation, along with all other information relating to Traffic Management, were
available on the Parish Council website.

 With such a positive response from residents, the Parish Council voted in January to
take the proposals forward and to hire two traffic consultants.  One of these would be
looking at the speed and safety proposals and the other would be looking at
psychological traffic calming measures to help to slow traffic down.

 Psychological traffic calming uses subtle techniques, such as planting and paving to
enhance natural road profiles, or to narrow roads, to increase driver awareness of
their surroundings.

 The idea behind psychological traffic calming was to alter the characteristics of roads
through clever design.  In Otford’s case, it was hoped to make our village look and
feel more like a village and less like a through-road with building and houses on it.

 This would at the same time enhance the appearance of the village, so everyone
benefited.

 All these measures were detailed in the Traffic Report under Recommendations.
 We had already had a meeting with the psychological traffic calming consultant to

look at design ideas for the village
And

 We were in the early stages of discussions with Highways and had a site meeting
planned this week to go through the proposals in detail.

 Updates on further progress would be made via the Parish Newsletter.

Sustainable Tourism – led by Nick Fothergill
The Sustaining Tourism in Otford Group comprised of Otford Parish Councillors and local
shop owners. The aim was to encourage visitors to come to the village and enjoy the many
places of interest, exciting shops and the beautiful countryside around the village. This
included supporting the Meet The Maker Day last December when local shops held special
workshops so that visitors could learn new skills as well as enjoying shopping.
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 Free leaflets advertising the many places of interest in the village including shops and
also showing a map of the centre of the village would soon be distributed around the
village and beyond, including nearby railway stations, hotels, supermarkets etc. ‘Otford
– centre of the Universe’ will be displayed on the front of the leaflet – a reference, of
course, to the Otford Solar System. He thanked Phil Clucas, a member of the Tourism
Group and Parish Councillor, who had designed the leaflet.

 He also thanked Rod Shelton and Phil Clucas for designing and installing the Heritage
boards describing places of historical interest around the village. These had attracted
much interest from villagers and visitors alike.

 Finger post information signposts to give visitors information concerning the
whereabouts of key places of interest, including the village car park and shops, were
being researched for installation probably near the station and by the pond.

 Future projects included developing wildlife information boards on local footpaths, up-
grading the information boards around the village, including at the railway station and
marking the extent of the Otford Palace with permanent signs.

 The Group was liaising with various organisations including the Darent Valley
Landscape Partnership Scheme, the Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust,
VisitOtford and other websites, a possible Community Rail Group involving the railway
stations between Swanley and Sevenoaks, the Tourist Economy Forum in conjunction
with Sevenoaks District Council and our own Traffic Management Group with regard to
signage and possible traffic psychological calming measures on our roads.

He thanked all members of this Group for their unstinting enthusiasm and hard work over the
past year.

Otford Neighbourhood Plan – chaired by Peter Bradnock.
The Neighbourhood Plan process was launched seventeen months ago at an Otford public
meeting on 2nd December 2017.  Since then, a group of volunteer residents had been hard at
work collecting views and evidence from around the Village and deliberating the shape of the
final plan.  To quote Churchill, “Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end.
But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.”  There was still a great deal of work to do.  A
major milestone would be a survey of Otford residents at the end of this month, asking for
views on land usage.  The final draft of the survey, which would be available in print form and
on-line, was currently being agreed by the members of the Committee.
This would provide further evidence and inform the writing of the plan itself.  The aim was to
produce a draft plan for consideration by Sevenoaks District Council this Autumn and to have
an agreed plan published, after a referendum, by this time next year.

Otford – Neufchatel – Hardelot Twinning Group – led by Jane Lawrey
Otford signed the Twinning Charter with Neufchatel-Hardelot between Boulogne and Le
Touquet in France in September 2011 and in Otford in March the following year and since
then there had been coach trips and car-sharing visits to both communities over the years and
friendships were increasing as the years went by.
Hardelot was only a 40-minute drive along the main A16 Motorway from Calais, having turned
off near Boulogne, just before you had to start paying, or there was a longer attractive route
along the Opal Coast. It was a seaside resort with sailing, kayaking , sand sailing, kite surfing,
with a lovely very long sandy beach, with dominant dunes, flanked by a green forest, adjacent
to a very safe flat promenade, so the walking was easy, and the shops and restaurants were
very accessible. There were two 18-hole golf courses, a play area for children, horse riding
and families were very welcome and well catered for, particularly during School holidays.
There was an annual running event, 10 kilometres for adults, one and two kilometres for
children in September.
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On the Thursday after Easter this year, 25th April, our Twins would be visiting us in Otford by
coach from 11am and continuing to Knole Park and House in the afternoon. Do remember that
they are related to all of us and if you do see them in the village please smile and say “Bonjour”,
as I had suggested in the Parish Council Newsletter and a longer conversation would be much
appreciated. They would be visiting the Heritage Boards, Heritage Centre and other parts of
the village if residents want to meet them.
A car-sharing visit to Hardelot was planned with overnight hospitality 5/6/7 July, either staying
with known friends or if it was a first visit hospitality could be found. On Friday evening there
would be a welcome reception and on Saturday there would be a visit to La Chartreuse de
Neuville near Montreuil-sur-Mer, a recently renovated Benedictine Monastery, with lovely
gardens, calling in to visit Le Touquet on the way back to Hardelot. On Sunday you make your
way back to Otford as you choose.
On 27/28/29 September we willl welcome our Twins to Otford, possibly taking them to visit
Hampton Court.
Have a look at the Otford Twinning website and also www.john-jumelage.com. Membership of
the Twinning Association was only £6 per person £12 per family. A knowledge of French was
not essential, unless you wanted to improve your linguistic skills, as some of the members
were doing. There were Social Gatherings at the Woodman, chatting, showing films, cheese
tasting, games and any more suggestions were very welcome. The next Social Gathering at
the Woodman was on Monday evening 3 June from 7.30pm.  It was your Association. If you
had any ideas, suggestions for future visits or activities do let them know.

The formal part of the meeting closed at 9.05pm.  Informal conversation and refreshments
followed.

Signed ………………………………………….   (Chairman)

Date …………………………………………


