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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on Monday 12th

April and 17th May online

From the Chairman – Mr Nick Rushby
I shall be brief on the subject of Traffic Calming this month because there is a
more detailed report from Irene Roy elsewhere in this newsletter.  Suffice to
say that there has been some progress towards our goal.  We now have the quote
from the third potential contractor and we can now wait for KCC to tell us which
firm they intend to use – and how much the construction work will cost.  We have
also had confirm that the £30,000 contribution from KCC is still available. We
were all delighted at the news that the bid for CIL funding was successful –
although there some last-minute conditions that now have to be resolved.  And
there has been some progress in our contractual negotiations with KCC.  We’re
getting closer!

I wrote some months ago about the formation of the Sevenoaks District Business
Board.  This has now met on seven occasions but has not yet come up with any
actions that might help the District to recover from the pandemic and the
consequent lockdown.  It has heard from a number of local businesses on how they



are faring but has not developed a vision of what the people who live in the
District would like our towns and villages to be like in the future.  And where
there is no vision, the people perish (Proverbs 29: 18).  Fortunately, there are
some other initiatives being developed by different groups that seek to address
the pressing issues of increased unemployment (particularly youth unemployment)
and professional advice for small businesses – both new and existing – to help
them thrive in the post-covid environment.  A related initiative in Sevenoaks Town
is looking at the future of the High Street.  Perhaps it is time that we looked at
our vision for the shops in Otford High Street and the Bubblestone Parade.  What
do we want Otford to look like in two, five-, and ten-years’ time?  A return to the
pre-covid ‘normal’ seems most improbable but we have a short window of
opportunity to influence our future.  I look forward to the discussion on the
Otford Village Hub and, of course, in your emails to Parish Councillors.

Our new Parish website is scheduled to go live on 1st April (no more jokes about
the date please: they were all made at the last Council meeting!).  This has been
designed to be fully accessible to those with assistive technology and should
comply with the recent Government legislation in this respect.

Finally, the more observant of you may have noticed that the
signs warning of ducks on the approach to the Pond from
Sevenoaks have been removed.  We initially thought that they
had been stolen!  However assiduous detective work by our
Clerk revealed that they had been officially removed by KCC

because they were too close to the highway.  The ducks will now have to take
personal responsibility for their safety when venturing onto the highway.

Traffic Management - Part Ten
I am thrilled to report that Parish Council has received formal and
final approval from KCC for the Otford Traffic Calming Scheme.
The Parish Council will now be able to deliver the much-needed
road safety improvements to enable all residents and visitors to
walk more safely through the village.
The KCC Consultations on the 20mph limits for the High Street
and Pilgrims Way East, which showed 88% of those who responded

were in support, were also approved by the KCC/SDC Joint Transportation Board
where our local County Councillor, Roger Gough, and I presented the scheme on
the 9th of March.
This means that all the traffic calming measures as outlined in the December
Parish Newsletter, with a few minor adjustments (such as greater use of red



surfacing) have the necessary consents to be installed. A full set of the final
traffic plans, detailing the schemes for each road, are now available on the Parish
Council website at: www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk, select ‘Traffic
Management’ or contact the Parish Office for a paper copy or a copy in an
alternative format.
More good news: Last week, my District Council colleague John Edwards-Winser
and I were successful in our bid to obtain £49,500 of District Infrastructure
Funding on behalf of the Parish Council. The application made to Sevenoaks
District Council for funding for the Traffic Calming Scheme was shortlisted along
with 6 other bids to be presented to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Spending Board on 10th March. This has significantly boosted funds for
implementation to just under £126,000, the rest of the funds are made up of
grants from KCC Highways, Parish CIL and a grant for the 20mph limits from our
local KCC Councillor, Roger Gough.
It is hoped that all construction costs will be met through grant funding and CIL;
the Parish Council has to date covered the costs of the traffic designs out of
Parish Reserves. A small part of the Parish precept increase (only £5.75 out of
the £18 increase for the year on a band D property) will be used to cover costs
that cannot be met out of grant funding, and over the next few years will replace
funds borrowed from the Parish Reserves.
Implementation: The final quote from KCC’s contractor has now arrived. Due to
heavy workloads and Covid, the quotes have been delayed which has pushed back
the anticipated implementation date, this is currently expected to be in June at
the earliest. With the new funds awarded, it may be possible to plan the second
phase of implementation to follow on from the first, this will of course be
dependent on final costs.
Further information on traffic management, including previous articles, public
consultation analysis, or if you would like to know why certain options are not
possible, and more, is available on the Parish Council website as above under
‘Traffic Management’, or alternatively, contact the Parish Clerk.
On behalf of the team, keep safe and Happy Easter.

Coronavirus Vaccine Scams Warning
Action Fraud is warning the public to remain vigilant as criminals begin to take
advantage of the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccine to commit fraud. As of 7th

January, Action Fraud, the national reporting centre for fraud and cyber crime
had received 57 reports in relation to the COVID-19 vaccine.
Remember the vaccine is ONLY available on the NHS and is FREE OF CHARGE..
The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card details.
The NHS will never ask you for your PIN or banking password.
The NHS will never arrive unannounced to your home to administer the vaccine.



The NHS will never ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal
documents such as your passport, driving licence, bills or pay slips.
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up.
If you are suspicious about an email you have received, forward it to
report@phishing.gov.uk.
Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to the number 7726, which is

free of charge. If you believe you are the victim of a fraud, please report this
to Action Fraud as soon as possible by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting
www.actionfraud.police.uk.

Otford Village Fete
The Fete Committee has made the difficult decision in order that
we might have a village fete in 2021 to change the date to the
August Bank Holiday (30th August). The theme will be the
Olympics as these too are scheduled to be held this summer.
Monthly updates will be published on who will be performing and
attending. The website www.otfordvillagefete.org will also be

kept up to date so don’t forget to check regularly.

Thank You
Sending our thanks to Mr Shafi and his staff for always being open for us and
One Stop and all the hard-working staff there. Yvonnes up Telston Lane and also
to Hilal Restaurant and Sallys Cake Emporium, the Racquet Academy and
McDonalds who continue to feed us. ( Please remember however to Social Distance
whilst waiting outside and wear a mask if they are busy ). Also, thanks to our own
hard-working dry cleaners and estate agents and the staff at Otford Station and
coffee kiosk, Otford Builders Merchants, Beadles and businesses on the Vestry
Estate. A big thank you also to  our Doctors  and Dentist surgeries and their
staff.A lot of our lovely shops are also selling online so please have a look and
maybe treat yourself to support your local businesses. Thank you.

Otford Road Friends
The Road Friends are all still active in every road throughout
Otford. They are able to assist anyone who may need a little extra
help during this lockdown, (collecting prescriptions or a little
shopping). If you are unsure of who your local Road Friend is, you
can always email: roadfriends@otfordsociety.org.uk. We are here
to help you.  .



St Bartholomew’s Teddy Bear Picnic
St Bartholomew’s Church are holding a Zoom Teddy
Bears Picnic on Easter Monday 5th April at 3.30pm.
A cream tea will be delivered to your door (Otford
area) and zoom activities are included so you can
share your tea with others in the village. The event is
suitable for all ages. The cot of the tea and

entertainment is £7 for adults and £4 for children aged 10 or under. Prior
booking is essential preferably by March 28th. To book please contact
t.h.stanley@btinternet.com

Otford Evangelical Church
Otford Evangelical Church warmly invites you to an Easter
Sunday zoom service on Sunday 4th April between 11am and 12
noon. Passcode 865 5648 9725 Password 712890 to join

'Life Explored' online with Otford Evangelical Free Church.
Have you been wondering about life after lockdown? Did 2020 make you question
what life is all about?
'Life Explored' is a safe place to meet online and explore together important
questions about life and God.
Is God kind? Can we know him? Does he want us to be happy? We will look at who
the God of the Bible really is.
We will meet on zoom over seven Tuesday evenings from the 4th of May at 8pm.
It is free and there is no commitment.
Tim and Susie Cochrane will be hosting with others from the church and all are
welcome.
Find out more at www.otfordchurch.com or e-mail contact@otfordchurch.com to
register your interest and we will send you more information and a zoom link.

Vitality Home Health – Travel to Vaccination Centres
Vitality Home Health (The Crown PH) are offering
complimentary travel for those people who find it difficult in
getting to the vaccination centres for their Covid Vaccine.
Vitality Home Health are following all the strict protocols in
line with Government Guidelines to ensure safe travel. The
vehicle will comprise of a Carer who will assist wherever

necessary to ease any anxieties and to support any mobility issues. All staff have
received their vaccinations.



There are wheelchair assisted vehicles available as well as regular cars. Fresh PPE
will be handed out if necessary as well as Hand sanitiser before getting into the
vehicle. Telephone Debbie on 07522962952 to book a slot.

Census Advice & Support - CAB
As you are aware, the national Census is taking place now. Whilst Census Day was
21st March, local residents can complete their census from now until the Census
closes on 4th May. For the first time the Census is ‘digital first’ which means that
the questionnaire is online and paper questionnaires are only available to those
who specifically request one. Every household must complete the census by law as
it provides the information Government needs to develop policies, plan and run
public services and allocate funding correctly. This of course may present
challenges for local people, but by working together we believe that we can ensure
that no one is excluded from taking part in the census because of a lack of
equipment, confidence or digital skills.
From now until 4th May, Citizens Advice in North & West Kent is a designated
Census Support Centre for Sevenoaks District.
his means that residents of Sevenoaks District who are feeling daunted by
completing their census questionnaire can receive help and support from one of
our fully trained team of Census Support Advisers.
We hope to be able to provide some face-to-face support before the end of the
Census period, however until then, we are currently able to support local residents
over the telephone in a number of ways:
Answering specific questions people might have about the Census process or
specific questions within the Census.
Creating a new Census access code for someone who has lost their ONS letter
(these should be being received by every household in the coming days).
Talking people through step-by-step completing the Census themselves online.
Completing the Census on someone’s behalf, by asking them the questions over
the telephone and entering their answers into the online questionnaire. This
process is completed live and no answers are recorded outside of the official
ONS system.
All our Advisers are vetted and trained to handle personal information sensitively
and in the strictest confidence. To ensure the safety of personal information, we
strongly advise anyone needing help completing their questionnaire to contact
their local Census Support Centre.
To speak to a Census Support Adviser, please call 0330 053 7333.
Advisers will be available Wednesday 1-4.30pm, Thursday and Friday 9am-
4.30pm, but outside these hours please leave a message and one of the team
will be in touch as soon as possible. Depending on the type of help needed



and availability, we will try to help during that first call, or we can arrange
an appointment time that is convenient for you.

The Village Voice - Getting  Your Own Paper Copy
If you cannot receive a digital copy of the Otford Society’s Village Voice
newsletter by email when it gets published each quarter, no problem.   Just drop
a line to Rod Shelton at The Corner House, The Green, Otford TN14 5PE.  He
will put you on our future mailing list and you’ll get your very own paper copy in
future.

Face Coverings
Remember that it is now the law that you must wear a face
covering when going into ALL shops that are currently open /
supermarkets and also travelling in England on a bus or coach,
train or tram, ferry or hovercraft or other vessel, aircraft &
cable car. Places of worship that are open also require face

coverings. If you do not wear a face covering, you will be breaking the law and
could be fined £100. A face covering is a covering of any type which covers your
nose and mouth. Also, a face covering is preferable at Stations, ports, and
airports and when travelling in taxis.

Register your email with the Otford Society and win a prize!
Although we are able to publish news here thanks to the Otford Parish Council,
many of you may prefer in the future to hear what we’re doing by email. We are
therefore encouraging everyone to register their email addresses with us so
they can be sent Otford Society news digitally. And if you do, your name will go
into a PRIZE DRAW with a chance to win a generous gift voucher to spend in
the village when shops reopen. Please go
to https://otfordsociety.hubspotpagebuilder.com/ and complete the form. Be
assured that your data will be held securely and not passed to any third party.
In the meantime you can continue to follow us on our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram platforms, or by visiting our website at www.otfordsociety.org.uk.

Otford Society Spring Photo Competition
The Winter competition produced some really wonderful
entries. Following an online public vote the winner will be
notified at the beginning of April. As spring bulbs spread
colour all around our village, it’s time to get out your cameras
and smartphones and enter the latest of our seasonal photo
competitions. The theme this time is ‘Hidden Gems in

Otford’. We'll be looking for less-photographed corners of the village, or

This Photo by



different angles of familiar landmarks. The closing date is 31 May, and, like last
time, the winner chosen by residents will win a £25 gift voucher to spend in our
village shops, cafes and restaurants once they reopen.

Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust merges with Otford
Heritage Centre

The Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust and the Otford Heritage Centre are
delighted to announce that, after lengthy discussions, the two organisations have
agreed to merge.
The name of the Trust will be unchanged.  The objects in the care of the Otford
Heritage Centre will be known as the Otford Heritage Collection and will be
managed by a museum committee reporting to the APCT Trustees.  Considerable
progress has already been made in our application for accredited museum status.
The intention is that the Collection will move into the North West Tower of the
Palace when the conservation work is completed.  In the meanwhile, we are
working to make the Collection available online and on our educational outreach
programme – Darent History Takeaway. Further information is available on the
APCT website at https://otfordpalace.org/ and on Facebook @otfordpalace.

Find the chicken!
The Otford Society have set up an Easter Event - Chick
Chase!
From Wednesday (24th March) there will be Easter
Chicks hiding on houses, in shop-windows, in fact
everywhere throughout the centre of the Village and
along the Parade. They seem to be everywhere!
C’mon families, how many can you spot?

When you’ve done your search, tell the folk at Fine & Country Estate Agents or
at The Otford Dry Cleaners, how many you’ve spotted and you may get a small
Easter prize.  (not on the Sunday or the Bank holiday though)
Happy Easter from all of us at the Otford Society.

Village Hidden Talent
I am Rosa Teixeira. I was born in NZ but moved to Otford
when I was just one. I attended Otford Primary and then
Knole Academy. For sixth form I am studying Visual Arts and
Design at The Brit School in Croydon. We study lots of
different types of art and I have completed major projects on
photography and printing. We also have classes on sketching,

painting and sculpture. My current project is working on a fashion module and at



the end of the module we will sell products in a pop-up-shop. Of course, this year
we will have an Etsy shop rather than a physical shop.
I have had a stall at the fete for a few years now, doing crafting and cookie
decorating for the kids. This year my stall will be selling my range of jewellery
and accessories. You can visit my Etsy shop where I sell my handmade jewellery
and accessories, as well as hand printed t-shirts and prints of my artwork.
https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/AccessoriesbyRosaUK
During the first lockdown I decorated small rocks and hid them for walkers to
find in the meadow at the bottom of Tudor Drive. You may have also seen me at
Otford Library where I volunteered on a Saturday morning.

From the Editor – Please let me have details of other hidden talented people we
can promote in the village.

1st Otford Rainbows

Sadly, our current Rainbow leaders will be leaving the unit
at Easter and without new volunteers this popular unit will
close.
Rainbows are girls, aged 5-7, who meet for 1 hour per
week during term time with occasional activity days at
weekends. We are looking for a minimum of three ladies

prepared to complete the Girlguiding training and plan and run Rainbow meetings.
If we have more volunteers, the unit could operate with a rota of leaders. There
is an admin/treasurer role available too. Girlguiding have fantastic programme
resources and we have experienced local leaders to mentor and support new
volunteers.
What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens, you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources and a member’s scheme.
If you think this could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer,
please register interest on the Girlguiding UK website
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out
more email ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.
Please come and join us and inspire girls!



Keeping up to date with Otford Society news
Keep up to date with everything that the Otford Society is doing for the
community by visiting our website and following us on social media. We are your
village society and work on your behalf.
Website: www.otfordsociety.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/otfordsociety
Twitter: www.twitter.com/otfordsociety
Instagram: www.instagram.com/otfordsociety

Women’s Health Strategy: call for evidence
The Women’s Health Strategy, a government initiative, will set out an ambitious
and positive new agenda on women’s health with women’s voices at the centre. The
call for evidence runs from 8th March until 30th May and will inform the priorities,
content and actions within the strategy. Views are invited from women and those
who support them from the age of 16.
The easiest way to do this is to complete the public survey online – this can be
accessed by going to https://consultations.dhsc.gov.uk/talkwomenshealth but if
this is not possible please use email whscallforevidence@dhsc.gov.uk to get a
copy of the survey in word format. Due to Covid, postal applications are normally
not being accepted by post.
This is a unique opportunity to help improve the health of women both in the short
and in the long term. What is finally decided as the strategy will affect women
across the whole life span, so whatever age you are, your experiences and your
views are important to a positive outcome.

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
online services and reopening.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com

Holy Trinity Church - http://www.sevrcparish.org.uk/Mas-holy_trinity.htm



Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

A website about our village history
A fantastic new website has just been launched as part of the Heritage Otford
project. (The team that designed and supplied all the heritage information boards
throughout the village). It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s
worth every penny. Anything you didn’t know or all those things you wondered
about our village – it’s all in here. Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the
Mount? – or that the lead from our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund
her ships to fight the Armada? The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an
incredibly interesting site to explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret
it.  (-and thanks to Rod and Phil for the months of work they put in to design it.)
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net

Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Church Marketplace
Please keep looking at this website as new items are added all the
time - madeinotford.org

Otford Methodist Church First Steps Group
PreCOVID-19 we met on alternate Wednesday mornings. We do
hope to resume in Spring 2021, when we open our doors once again
and resume our get togethers with coffee, biscuits, craft, toys and
storytelling.

Post Office Opening Hours
The Post Office will be open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to
2.30pm on Saturdays.Thank you to Tina and her staff for their continuing
service. Please remember to wear your face mask.



Sevenoaks u3a
Approaching retirement, partly retired or already retired?
How would you like to explore a new interest or develop an
existing one? The Sevenoaks u3a motto is ‘Learn, Laugh, Live’.
With 900 members we offer everything from art
appreciation to wine tasting, rambling to scabble, cycling to

science, history to photography, computers to music. You name it we probably
have it and if we don’t’ we are willing to try it! Sevenoaks u3a offers 94 special
interest activities to keep your brain and body in shape and help you meet new
friends. Small group face to face meetings will resume as soon as possible until
then COVID-19 lockdown limits contact to mostly virtual meetings. £13 per annum
gives you membership, for more information see www.sevenoaksu3a.org.uk

Palace Park Wood
Palace Park Wood is a parcel of land owned by Otford
Parish Council and is situated along the Sevenoaks Road
between Beadles garage and the motorway.  It is adjacent
to the Woodland Cemetery and shares the same car park.
The management of the area has now been taken over by
the Parish Council and we will be working with the North
West Kent Countryside Partnership and Natural England to

restore and improve the area, making it a very pleasant area in which to walk and
relax.
Work has been carried out to clear an area around a magnificent ancient oak tree
which was showing signs of stress.  Over the next few years, further clearance
work will take place to gradually increase the open area around the oak. Hedging
will now also take place during the summer.
Work has also taken place to improve the state of the main paths through the
area, which have been prone to flooding in the winter.  Chipped bark has been laid
down, and many walkers have already commented on the improvement they have
been enjoying. The meadow areas have also been cut.
The pond which had become completely overgrown with willow and dried out has
been cleared of vegetation, and work is being restored it to its natural state.
A second pond has been created as a wildlife pond to benefit the Greater Crested
newts which are in the area, as well as other wildlife. Looking forward this is an
exciting project for the whole village, in which the Parish Council are leading.
Look out for signs about work being carried out.



Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Please do not drop litter in your village
DROPPED PPE BE IT GLOVES, MASKS OR WIPES ARE
UNSANITARY AT THE BEST OF TIMES BUT
ESPECIALLY NOW SO PUT THEM IN THE BIN PLEASE,
ALSO PLEASE CLEAR UP ANY LEFT RUBBISH AFTER THE
BIN MEN HAVE BEEN. There are numerous bins in this
village please use them and don’t expect someone else to pick

up for you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to dispose of.
KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done

What 3 Words
What3words is now used by 80% of emergency services in
the UK and has helped to locate nearly 4,000 incidents since
it first started being used. The system has given

every3msquare in the world a unique identifier made of 3 words – making the
location of any emergency or incident very easy to describe and share. For
example ///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a precise location on Ben
Nevis where, in February 2020, a group of hikers were rescued. Download the
what3words app onto your phone to be prepared.

Download the NHS O-19 app



Otford & Kemsing Surgeries – issued by Otford Patient
Participation Group

Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm. Social Distancing  rules will be applied.

Go-Coach
Instead of the current timetabled bus services, book a Go2
bus within minutes of when you need to travel via the Go2
mobile app, or telephone hotline: 01732 463 964.
Go2 is a demand-responsive bus service. Similar to a taxi,
you can book.
your bus ride over the phone or via our app when you’re

ready to travel, and we’ll aim to pick you up within 30 minutes. Journeys may be
shared with others travelling along a similar route, but detours are minimised. An
When will buses operate?
Go2 will run between 06:00 and 19.30 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 19:00
Saturday and you can book trips anytime within these operational hours.
We will endeavour to match or reduce your current journey times too.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays.
Where will Go2 buses pick me up?
If using the app, after you book a ride, the app will display the pick-up
location where the vehicle will meet you.



Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council recognise that many residents and local businesses
rely on its services. As the Coronavirus outbreak continues, the Council is putting
its plans into action so it can continue to deliver services to the usual standards
for as long as possible.
The Council is taking action to reduce contact amongst staff to limit the
transmission of virus. Wherever possible, staff are working from home and whole
teams are not working in the same place together.
The means that some Council services are starting a little earlier than usual,
including the Garden Waste collection service. Customers are being asked to put
their garden waste bins and sacks out half an hour earlier, by 6.30am, on their
collection day.
Other services starting earlier include the street sweepers, the fly tipping
response crew and the cesspool emptying team.
The Council’s weekly refuse and recycling collection service is continuing as usual,
however it may be necessary to change routes so collection times may be earlier
or later than residents are used to, therefore it is important that residents put
their sacks out by 7am on their collection day.
Residents can find information, apply for services, make payments and do business
on its website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling 01732 227000.

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most. We have now been able to take



this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service:

1. Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a new freephone
number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice.

2. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours to 9am-5pm,
Monday to Friday.

We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free to call and open for longer. We
have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and we believe that these changes
should make it as easy as possible for local people to make that first contact with
us when they are in need of advice and support.

Contact details for anyone seeking advice are:

 Call us for free on 0808 278 7810 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
 Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

The new freephone number replaces our existing Adviceline number (0300 330
9001), however the old number will continue to work and a recorded message will
give people the option to continue with their call or to ring back on the new
freephone number.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
b. SE/21/00039 Burfield, Pilgrims Way East
Proposed three dormers to the south west elevation.

Amendment: Amended site plan.
SE/21/00708&9 61, High Street
Roof tiles replacement and alteration to fenestration
b.Results Received
SE/21/00153 23 High Street
Removal of some existing fencing. Erection of acoustic fencing to east and south
boundaries to rear of property. Allowed
SE/20/03662 Bank Building, Station Road



Demolition of existing building, erection of replacement building comprising 4x2
bedroom residential units, parking and associated works. Allowed
SE/21/00061 37 Knighton Road
Single storey extension Allowed
SE/20/03777 South Meadow, 45, Greenhill Road
Minor material amendment to 18/03110 Refused
SE/21/00099 28 Pilgrims Way East
Alterations to the front entrance to facilitate ground floor infill, first floor
extension over existing entrance projection, first floor infill extension of the
rear balcony. Alterations to fenestration, alterations to the external material
and extend existing patio. Demolition of chimney. Install heat pump. Allowed
c.Trees
SE/21/00546 Otford Builders Merchants, 60, High Street
T1 – Sycamore – dismantle and fell (within Conservation area)

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money.

Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks District Council will loan you a 240-litre
garden waste wheelie bin. If space is limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre
bin for £32. Contact customer services on 01732 227000 for more details.



And as always thank you so much to all our
wonderful NHS staff and all key workers who
live and work out there in our community. the
NHS Wales Test, Tr

Please support your local businesses when they re-open
this month. They need you more than ever. Thank you.

Finally, during these uncertain times try and
enjoy some traditional

Easter treats!!!

PLEASE STILL FOLLOW THE GOVERNMENT
ROADMAP

KEEP SAFE AND STAY WELL



.




