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Parish Council
For those interested in all the activities of OPC, the minutes of meetings are
available in the library, and minutes, agendas and newsletters can be obtained via
the web (also available in the library). Please check out the new website at
www.otfordpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. The next meetings will be on Monday 8th

March and Monday 12th April online

From the Chairman – Mr Nick Rushby
Hopefully, there is no-one in Otford who is unaware that the Chalkpit has been
closed.  Sometime overnight on 29th January a large sink hole opened up in the
Chalkpit close to the path that runs from the Scout Hut to the kissing gate in
Pilgrims Way East.  It was reported by Laura Papanicola (thank you Laura for your
action) and by mid-morning Brian Thomas and SDC’s Emergency Team were on the
case. Our thanks are due to all those involved in the emergency call-out. The
location is very close to the sink hole that opened up a few years ago and was
filled in by Sevenoaks District Council.  The decision was taken to close the
Chalkpit on the grounds of public safety and notices were posted on NextDoor
Otford and the Otford Village Hub (Facebook page) as well as at each end of the
path.  The whole area is peppered with springs (this is a consequence of the local
geology) and underground streams which gradually create large subterranean
caverns.  Eventually, the ground above the caverns collapses - creating a sink hole.
Filling the hole diverts the underground stream which then causes a cavern
elsewhere.  SDC have now filled in the hold and the Chalkpit is open again.



However, the area should be considered to be unstable and we cannot rule out the
possibility that another sinkhole will open up.  Please be aware and if you see
indications of subsidence please report them to the Parish Council.

There is little progress to report on the Traffic Calming Scheme.  We
are still awaiting the second and third quotes for the construction
work and we still have to resolve various contractual issues.  So, we
still do not know when the work on the High Street and Station Road

is likely to start.  The SDC Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Spending Board
will meet on 10th March to consider our funding application (among others) so the
funding situation should be clearer by the time of the April newsletter.  On a
more positive note, the new heritage-style highway signs to go on the three
pedestrian refuges around the Pond are on order so that they will be ready to be
installed when the highway works take place.
Meanwhile, the spate of road traffic accidents continues.  The more recent of
these are probably due to drivers running out of talent on icy roads, but the
situation has attracted the attention of KCC Highways who are seeking to
understand what is happening at the problematic bend in Pilgrims Way West.
Stay safe!
Nick Rushby - Chairman  (nick.rushby@btinternet.com)

Census 2021
The Census is coming. By taking part you can help to inform decisions on services
that shape your community, such as schools, doctors’ surgeries and bike lanes.
It is important you fill in your Census questionnaire because the information you
share effects every single person living in England and Wales.
Because these things matter to us all, everyone needs to complete the census. Do
not worry, your information is protected by law. That means government officials
dealing with payments or services you receive cannot see it. Census Day is Sunday
21st March. You can fill in yours online as soon as you get your access code in the
post. If your household circumstances change on Census Day, you can let |The
Office for National Statistics (ONS) know. If you need help, you can visit
www.census.gov.uk where there is a wide range of support services available.
There are now temporary employment positions available. People make the census.
Be part of the team. www.censusjobs.co.uk



Patient Participation Group - Covid -19 - Vaccination Status
Update

The Primary Care Network (PCN) has now started offering Covid vaccination
appointments to patients aged 65 and over – group 5. Please do not call as you
will be contacted, and vaccinations are most likely to be at Sevenoaks Medical
Centre (SMC).

If you do accept an appointment booked by the surgery but are unable to
attend, please ensure you let OMP know so that the vaccine is not wasted, and
they can re-schedule your appointment.

There are a few patients in previous groups (1-4) that are still to be vaccinated.
If you are aged over 70, are a frontline healthcare worker or clinically extremely
vulnerable you can now book your appointment yourself.

You do not need to wait to be contacted. To book your appointment :-

Visit www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or call free phone 119 anytime between 7am
and 11pm seven days-a-week. British Sign Language, text relay and interpreter
services are available.

The mass vaccination centre in Tonbridge at the Angel Centre is now open open

KEEP IN TOUCH For further information about PPG activities, please contact us
at otfordpatients@gmail.com

The PPG now has a Facebook Page to keep patients up to date with current events,
or to be kept informed of NHS changes. Follow us on Facebook @ Otford Patient
Participation Group

Vaccination Progress further update 18th February
Vaccinations have continued this week with Group 5. The rate of completions this
week has slowed due to PCN vaccine supply issues particularly of the Pfizer
product but also AstraZeneca. Government advice now is to complete Group 5 and
move quickly (by the end of February) on to Group 6 – Patients aged 16 -64 with
underlying health conditions (certain respiratory/heart /neurological/immune
conditions, diabetics, morbidly obese, carers in receipt of carers
allowance/main carer for a vulnerable person etc). There are some 10,000 PCN
patients in this Group. The mass vaccination centre in Tonbridge is now
operational and ramping up to speed. Currently Tonbridge is operating 7 days a
week 08:00 - 18:00 (10 hours) until the end of February in line with all mass
vaccination centres in Kent.



Number of Covid Cases
Actual number of cases

w/e    Dec 4  11   18  25  Jan 1   8    15   22   29    Feb 5
TOTAL SEVENOAKS AREA 161 305 601 805 1010 780 521 355 252 136
OTFORD/KEMSING 9 16 40 55 48 24 25 18 13 4

HEVER/LEIGH/PENSHURST * * 39 29 30 32 25 15 20 6
S/OAKS NORTH 8 28 70 73 69 55 50 42 25 11
TOWN/WEALD/SEAL 10 29 82 86 46 28 45 27 15 3
S.OAKS WEST/CHEV 17 24 40 47 50 39 11 20 9 3
WESTERHAM/BRASTED * 19 31 27 49 39 35 35 22 13
EDENBRIDGE 10 12 24 45 55 79 74 54 22 12
DARENTH VALLEY/EYNS 4 27 43 45 75 69 29 3 20 16
NEW ASH GREEN 17 19 52 48 62 44 23 17 6 10
SWANLEY ST MARY’S 11 21 44 68 104 94 69 46 25 19
SWANLEY EAST/HEXT 23 16 32 76 101 55 34 28 21 9
WEST KINGSDOWN 16 33 33 28 53 42 32 32 15 9
HARTLEY /HODSOLL ST 9 26 27 39 70 57 12 7 11 5
Sevenoaks number of cases is below the level of Kent, the South East and the
all-England average. The trend continues downwards, and Sevenoaks now has
less cases than when we went into Tier 3 restrictions on the 2 December 2020.
KEEP IN TOUCH For further information about PPG activities, please contact us
at:-otfordpatients@gmail.com The PPG now has a Facebook Page to keep
patients up to date with current events, or to be kept informed of NHS
changes. Follow us on:- Facebook @ Otford Patient Participation Group

Coronavirus Vaccine Scams Warning
Action Fraud is warning the public to remain vigilant as criminals begin to take
advantage of the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccine to commit fraud. As of 7th

January, Action Fraud, the national reporting centre for fraud and cyber crime
had received 57 reports in relation to the COVID-19 vaccine.
Remember the vaccine is ONLY available on the NHS and is FREE OF CHARGE..
The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card details.
The NHS will never ask you for your PIN or banking password.
The NHS will never arrive unannounced to your home to administer the vaccine.
The NHS will never ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal
documents such as your passport, driving licence, bills or pay slips.
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up.
If you are suspicious about an email you have received, forward it to
report@phishing.gov.uk.



Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to the number 7726, which is
free of charge. If you believe you are the victim of a fraud, please report this
to Action Fraud as soon as possible by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting
www.actionfraud.police.uk.

Otford Village Fete
The Fete Committee has made the difficult decision in order that
we might have a village fete in 2021 to change the date to the
August Bank Holiday (30th August). The theme will be the
Olympics as these too are scheduled to be held this summer.
Monthly updates will be published on who will be performing and
attending. The website www.otfordvillagefete.org will also be

kept up to date so don’t forget to check regularly.

Thank You
Sending our thanks to Mr Shafi and his staff for always being open for us and
One Stop and all the hard-working staff there. Yvonnes up Telston Lane and also
to Hilal Restaurant and Sallys Cake Emporium, the Racquet Academy and
McDonalds who continue to feed us. ( Please remember however to Social Distance
whilst waiting outside and wear a mask if they are busy ). Also, thanks to our own
hard-working dry cleaners and estate agents and the staff at Otford Station and
coffee kiosk, Otford Builders Merchants, Beadles and businesses on the Vestry
Estate. A big thank you also to  our Doctors  and Dentist surgeries and their
staff.A lot of our lovely shops are also selling online so please have a look and
maybe treat yourself to support your local businesses. Thank you.

Otford Road Friends
The Road Friends are all still active in every road throughout
Otford. They are able to assist anyone who may need a little extra
help during this lockdown, (collecting prescriptions or a little
shopping). If you are unsure of who your local Road Friend is, you
can always email: roadfriends@otfordsociety.org.uk. We are here
to help you.  .

The Village Voice - Getting  Your Own Paper Copy
If you cannot receive a digital copy of the Otford Society’s Village Voice
newsletter by email when it gets published each quarter, no problem.   Just drop
a line to Rod Shelton at The Corner House, The Green, Otford TN14 5PE. He
will put you on our future mailing list and you’ll get your very own paper copy in
future.



Face Coverings
Remember that it is now the law that you must wear a face
covering when going into ALL shops that are currently open /
supermarkets and also travelling in England on a bus or coach,
train or tram, ferry or hovercraft or other vessel, aircraft &
cable car. Places of worship that are open also require face

coverings. If you do not wear a face covering, you will be breaking the law and
could be fined £100. A face covering is a covering of any type which covers your
nose and mouth. Also, a face covering is preferable at Stations, ports, and
airports and when travelling in taxis.

Register your email for village news updates and win a prize!
To make sure that we provide the latest Otford Society news to everyone in the
village, we are encouraging everyone to register their email addresses with us. It
is so simple. Go to https://otfordsociety.hubspotpagebuilder.com/ and complete
the form. Rest assured, your data will always be held securely and never passed
to any third party.  If you register, your name will go into a PRIZE DRAW with a
chance to win a generous gift voucher to spend in the village when shops reopen.

Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust merges with Otford
Heritage Centre

The Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust and the Otford Heritage Centre are
delighted to announce that, after lengthy discussions, the two organisations have
agreed to merge.
The name of the Trust will be unchanged.  The objects in the care of the Otford
Heritage Centre will be known as the Otford Heritage Collection and will be
managed by a museum committee reporting to the APCT Trustees.  Considerable
progress has already been made in our application for accredited museum status.
The intention is that the Collection will move into the North West Tower of the
Palace when the conservation work is completed.  In the meanwhile, we are
working to make the Collection available online and on our educational outreach
programme – Darent History Takeaway. Further information is available on the
APCT website at https://otfordpalace.org/ and on Facebook @otfordpalace.

An Easter Event
Leastways, that is the plan. One of our Otford Society teams
is working on ideas for an Easter-themed event for the village
young ones to enjoy. Follow progress on our social media and If
you have ideas too, we would love to hear from you at
enquiries@otfordsociety.org.uk.

This Photo by



1st Otford Rainbows

Sadly, our current Rainbow leaders will be leaving the
unit at Easter and without new volunteers this popular
unit will close.
Rainbows are girls, aged 5-7, who meet for 1 hour per
week during term time with occasional activity days at
weekends. We are looking for a minimum of three

ladies prepared to complete the Girlguiding training and plan and run Rainbow
meetings. If we have more volunteers, the unit could operate with a rota of
leaders. There is an admin/treasurer role available too. Girlguiding have fantastic
programme resources and we have experienced local leaders to mentor and
support new volunteers.
What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens, you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources and a member’s scheme.
If you think this could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer,
please register interest on the Girlguiding UK website
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out
more email ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.
Please come and join us and inspire girls!

Keeping up to date with Otford Society news
Keep up to date with everything that the Otford Society is doing for the
community by visiting our website and following us on social media. We are your
village society and work on your behalf.
Website: www.otfordsociety.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/otfordsociety
Twitter: www.twitter.com/otfordsociety
Instagram: www.instagram.com/otfordsociety

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
online services.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church - otfordefc.org.uk



Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

The Otford Trails
Keep up to date with the development of the Otford Trails. This is an
exciting initiative by one of our members and has the Otford Society’s
full support. Family walks in our lovely local countryside will, we hope,
take on added meaning this summer! Look out for updates on our
website and social media.

Spring Photo Competition
Thank you to everyone who submitted entries to the
winter competition. It is now time to think about spring
and the green shoots that are beginning to appear on
plants and trees around our village. The entry form can be
found on our website - www.otfordsociety.org.uk. Closing
date will be 30 June, and the winner chosen by residents

will win a £25 gift voucher to be spent in our village shops, cafes and restaurants.

A website about our village history
A fantastic new website has just been launched as part of the Heritage Otford
project. (The team that designed and supplied all the heritage information boards
throughout the village). It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s
worth every penny. Anything you didn’t know or all those things you wondered
about our village – it’s all in here. Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the
Mount? – or that the lead from our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund
her ships to fight the Armada? The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an
incredibly interesting site to explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret
it.  (-and thanks to Rod and Phil for the months of work they put in to design it.)
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net



Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Church Marketplace
Please keep looking at this website as new items are added all the
time - madeinotford.org

Flood Warning Service (FWS)
January to March is predicted to be wetter than usual due to the La Nina
weather pattern which will increase the possibility of flooding in our area.
The Environment Agency issues flood warnings to protect people and property
at risk from flooding. They have a Flood Warning Service which alerts by
telephone, mobile phone, SMS text messaging, email. Residents can sign up
individually.
To access or find out more about this service.
Contact: 0345 988 1188 or gov.uk/sign-up-for flood-warnings
Please Note:
THIS SERVICE IS NOT FOR SURFACE RUN OFF, SEWERS OR DRAINS,
For these contact:
Kent Highways
03000 418181 or www.kent.gov.uk/highways
Sevenoaks District Council (SDC)
01732 227000
www.kent.gov.uk/environment-waste-and-planning/flooding-and-
drainage/report-flooding or use what 3words
For any concerns you may have in your locality or for further information please
contact Otford Flood Wardens
Janine Otto 07738102555
Phil Otto 07847169925
Carol Bent 07770247237

Otford Library News
Otford Library has been closed since 23rd March 2020 since
the UK went into lockdown. Whilst Kent County Council fully
understands how important many of its regional services are
to customers across the county including branch libraries, we
have had to take some difficult decisions in order to balance

its budget as it tackles the impact of Covid on its finances.

The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in extra costs this year totaling £96.3million.
Although much of this has been offset by central government grants and
underspends on activities that could not go ahead as planned, KCC still needed to
take action to save £12.8 million over the remainder of the current financial year



to balance its budget. Although KCC would like to reopen all its buildings, it has
made the difficult decision that those libraries, children’s centres and community
learning buildings not yet reopened will remain closed this financial year, to avoid
the considerable costs in making them Covid secure.

This does mean that unfortunately Otford Library will remain closed for the
remainder of the financial year until at least 31st March 2021. With regards to
reopening libraries, we have focused on our busiest and largest libraries, where
we have been able to open these working on ensuring coverage across all 12 Kent
districts. The branches now reopened in the Sevenoaks district are Sevenoaks,
Swanley and The Eden Centre. For more information please telephone 03000 41
31 31 or contact us on one of the addresses below:
sevenoakslibrary@kent.gov.uk

swanleylibrary@kent.gov.uk
edenbridgelibrary@kent.gov.uk
We appreciate that there may be some isolated or lonely people affected by

the branch libraries currently closed. We now have 33 libraries open across
Kent and we will continue to offer the Home Library Service. We also have a
range of digital services available for people who can get online, as well as a
range of social media content. For more information customers can visit
www.kent.gov.uk/libs or telephone our Information Services team on 03000
416438.

Winter Visibility
Please remember to wear something visible /reflective if you are
walking on roads with no pavements in the village for your own safety.
Thank you

Kent Community Foundation Surviving Winter
Campaign

Knock & Check is a campaign to reignite the community
spirit seen during the COVID-19 pandemic and doing
something small to help those most vulnerable during the
winter months. Small actions could make a big difference:

 Knock on the door to say ‘hello’
 Offer to pick up some food or add something to your online shopping
 Drop off a slice of cake
 Plate up an extra meal
 Share books or magazines
 Volunteer for one of our fantastic organisations in Kent and Medway



 Share details of supporting services
Remember to follow Government guidelines on social distancing to keep
communities safe from COVID-19.

 Keep a 2m distance, staying outdoors at all times
 Wash your hands before and after a visit
 Wear a face mask

To find out more about how you can take part, visit
www.kentcf.org.uk/knockandcheck

Otford Methodist Church First Steps Group
PreCOVID-19 we met on alternate Wednesday mornings. We do
hope to resume in Spring 2021, when we open our doors once again
and resume our get togethers with coffee, biscuits, craft, toys and
storytelling.

The team miss you all and look forward to meeting you soon.

Sevenoaks u3a
Approaching retirement, partly retired or already retired?
How would you like to explore a new interest or develop an
existing one? The Sevenoaks u3a motto is ‘Learn, Laugh, Live’.
With 900 members we offer everything from art
appreciation to wine tasting, rambling to scabble, cycling to

science, history to photography, computers to music. You name it we probably
have it and if we don’t’ we are willing to try it! Sevenoaks u3a offers 94 special
interest activities to keep your brain and body in shape and help you meet new
friends. Small group face to face meetings will resume as soon as possible until
then COVID-19 lockdown limits contact to mostly virtual meetings. £13 per annum
gives you membership, for more information see www.sevenoaksu3a.org.uk

Palace Park Wood
Palace Park Wood is a parcel of land owned by Otford
Parish Council and is situated along the Sevenoaks Road
between Beadles garage and the motorway.  It is adjacent
to the Woodland Cemetery and shares the same car park.
The management of the area has now been taken over by
the Parish Council and we will be working with the North
West Kent Countryside Partnership and Natural England to

restore and improve the area, making it a very pleasant area in which to walk and
relax.



Work has been carried out to clear an area around a magnificent ancient oak tree
which was showing signs of stress.  Over the next few years, further clearance
work will take place to gradually increase the open area around the oak. Hedging
will now also take place during the summer.
Work has also taken place to improve the state of the main paths through the
area, which have been prone to flooding in the winter.  Chipped bark has been laid
down, and many walkers have already commented on the improvement they have
been enjoying. The meadow areas have also been cut.
The pond which had become completely overgrown with willow and dried out has
been cleared of vegetation, and work is being restored it to its natural state.
A second pond has been created as a wildlife pond to benefit the Greater Crested
newts which are in the area, as well as other wildlife. Looking forward this is an
exciting project for the whole village, in which the Parish Council are leading.
Look out for signs about work being carried out.

Post Office Opening Hours
The Post Office will be open from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to
2.30pm on Saturdays.Thank you to Tina and her staff for their continuing
service. Please remember to wear your face mask.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Please do not drop litter in your village
DROPPED PPE BE IT GLOVES, MASKS OR WIPES ARE
UNSANITARY AT THE BEST OF TIMES BUT
ESPECIALLY NOW SO PUT THEM IN THE BIN PLEASE,
ALSO PLEASE CLEAR UP ANY LEFT RUBBISH AFTER THE
BIN MEN HAVE BEEN. There are numerous bins in this
village please use them and don’t expect someone else to pick

up for you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to dispose of.
KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU



Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done

What 3 Words
What3words is now used by 80% of emergency services in
the UK and has helped to locate nearly 4,000 incidents since
it first started being used. The system has given

every3msquare in the world a unique identifier made of 3 words – making the
location of any emergency or incident very easy to describe and share. For
example ///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a precise location on Ben
Nevis where, in February 2020, a group of hikers were rescued. Download the
what3words app onto your phone to be prepared.

Download the NHS O-19 app
Otford & Kemsing Surgeries – issued by Otford Patient

Participation Group
Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm. Social Distancing  rules will be applied



Wherever you are, there is no excuse for domestic abuse
This is a crime and it can affect anyone. During this COVID-19 pandemic,
limited contact with the outside world may make you or someone you know feel
unsafe, but Kent Police specialist teams are still there to help 24/7 in the same
way they always do.
Kent Police will respond to your call and can arrest anyone committing offences
against you.
In an emergency dial 999 or 101 for non-emergencies. You can also speak to
someone online at www.kent.police.uk
There are other agencies working with Kent Police to support you:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247
Domestic Abuse Support Services in Kent & Medway:
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk
Victim Support
08 08 16 89 111
www.victimsupport.org.uk
Broken Rainbow:
www.brokenrainbow.org.uk
Childline
0800 1111

Go-Coach
Instead of the current timetabled bus services, book a Go2
bus within minutes of when you need to travel via the Go2
mobile app, or telephone hotline: 01732 463 964.
Go2 is a demand-responsive bus service. Similar to a taxi,
you can book
your bus ride over the phone or via our app when you’re

ready to travel,
and we’ll aim to pick you up within 30 minutes. Journeys may be shared
with others travelling along a similar route, but detours are minimised. An
When will buses operate?
Go2 will run between 06:00 and 19.30 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 19:00
Saturday and you can book trips anytime within these operational hours.
We will endeavour to match or reduce your current journey times too.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays.
Where will Go2 buses pick me up?
If using the app, after you book a ride, the app will display the pick-up
location where the vehicle will meet you.



Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council recognise that many residents and local businesses
rely on its services. As the Coronavirus outbreak continues, the Council is putting
its plans into action so it can continue to deliver services to the usual standards
for as long as possible.
The Council is taking action to reduce contact amongst staff to limit the
transmission of virus. Wherever possible, staff are working from home and whole
teams are not working in the same place together.
The means that some Council services are starting a little earlier than usual,
including the Garden Waste collection service. Customers are being asked to put
their garden waste bins and sacks out half an hour earlier, by 6.30am, on their
collection day.
Other services starting earlier include the street sweepers, the fly tipping
response crew and the cesspool emptying team.
The Council’s weekly refuse and recycling collection service is continuing as usual,
however it may be necessary to change routes so collection times may be earlier
or later than residents are used to, therefore it is important that residents put
their sacks out by 7am on their collection day.
Residents can find information, apply for services, make payments and do business
on its website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or by calling 01732 227000.

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most. We have now been able to take



this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service:

1. Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a new freephone
number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice.

2. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours to 9am-5pm,
Monday to Friday.

We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free to call and open for longer. We
have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and we believe that these changes
should make it as easy as possible for local people to make that first contact with
us when they are in need of advice and support.

Contact details for anyone seeking advice are:

 Call us for free on 0808 278 7810 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
 Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

The new freephone number replaces our existing Adviceline number (0300 330
9001), however the old number will continue to work and a recorded message will
give people the option to continue with their call or to ring back on the new
freephone number.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
SE/21/00105 25 Hillydeal Road
Demolition of existing dwelling. Proposed replacement

with 2no detached dwellings with internal garages, separate driveway access
from the road and associated landscaping.
SE/20/03821 44 Telston Lane
Single storey side and rear extension to ground floor flat. With new boundary
walls/fencing.
SE/21/00153 23 High Street
Removal of some existing fencing. Erection of acoustic fencing to east and south
boundaries to rear of property.



SE/21/00233 Land west of Homestead Farm, Rye Lane
Demolition of existing barn buildings and erection of a new dwelling and
detached garage.
SE/21/00345 The Mill House, High Street
Changing log store to a w.c on ground floor
b.Results Received
SE/20/03547 7 The Old Walk
Two storey extension and single storey extension with replacement roof and
rear dormer Allowed
SE/20/03578 29 Pilgrims Way West
Loft conversion with hip to gable roof alteration and dormer to rear elevation

Refused
SE/20/02847 10, Rye Lane
Demolition of outdoor store, two storey side extension, rear t ground and first
floor with Juliet balcony, attic conversion with roof lights, front canopy,
landscaping with new fence and alterations in fenestration Allowed
c.Trees
21/00042 Yew Tree Cottage, 48 High Street
Work to various trees
21/00267 28 Well Road
Fell two Ash trees
21/00376 Stileways, Shoreham Road
T1 Beech tree. Lift canopy on drive side by upto 2 metres

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money.

Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks District Council will loan you a 240-litre
garden waste wheelie bin. If space is limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre
bin for £32. Contact customer services on 01732 227000 for more details.



Don’t forget the clocks go forward on

Sunday 28th March

And Mother’s Day is also on

Sunday 14th March

And as always thank you so much to all our
wonderful NHS staff and all key workers who
live and work out there in our community. the
NHS Wales Test, Tr
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