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Chairman’s Report
From the new Chairman, Cllr Irene Roy
I am delighted to be writing to you as the new Chair of Otford Parish Council.
This change was brought about by a number of long standing, Parish Councillors
resigning in May, including the Chairman. I would like to extend my thanks to them
all for their unstinting commitment and dedication, particularly to Cllr John
Edwards-Winser who was on the Council for over 15 years with 8 years as
Chairman. I look forward, along with my fellow Councillors, to a proactive and
community focussed future.
I am extremely pleased to announce that Cllr Simon Featherstone has stepped
forward to take on the position of Vice Chairman. Many of you will know Simon,
and I am sure will agree, he will bring much enthusiasm and talent to the role.

The process for filling the new vacancies is well under way and we
have already received some excellent applications. If you are
passionate about your community, would like to bring about change,
or simply wish to make a difference, we would welcome your
application. A healthy Council requires people from all backgrounds
and experiences to reflect their community and to make a

Next Parish Council Meetings on:  12th July 2021 and 9th August at 7.30pm in the
Otford Village Memorial Hall

Details of all Parish Council meetings and meeting papers are on the Parish website
and available in the libraryTRAFFIC WORKS:

IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS NEWSLETTER



difference to the quality of life for those they represent. If you are interested
in joining the Parish Council, please write to the Clerk at: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk.

This edition of the newsletter contains an important article on the
implementation of the first phase of the traffic plans which are to be
installed this summer during the school holidays. The article includes
advanced notice of the works programme and traffic management
arrangements, I urge you to read this carefully to minimise any

inconvenience this may cause you.
Have you discovered the Otford Adventures? The ambition of

this community-based project is to get children excited about
playing outside, exploring nature, and using their imagination.
Local mum Caitriona Dickinson came up with the idea of a trail
for local kids in response to an Otford Society appeal for new
projects. The first events have been a huge success with

tickets selling out, there are more events planned and further details can be
found later in this newsletter. On behalf of us all, I would like to say a huge well
done and thank you to Caitriona and her team, Jenny Kelly, Janet Davis, Patty
Chatterjee, and OPC Councillors Carol Bent and Phil Clucas for creating the

adventures and bringing so much joy to the families of Otford.
And finally, as we begin to emerge from the pandemic and Covid

restrictions are lifted, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you
on behalf of us all to our shops and businesses who have largely
weathered the storm and continued to keep their doors open
providing much needed supplies and services.
A special mention must go to Yvonne Hubert of Yvonne’s Shop,

our Pharmacy and Mr Shafi, and to our Post Office and Tina Payne, where it was
business as usual throughout the pandemic. What would we have done without
these lifelines and vital services, well done and many thank from us all.

Installation of Traffic Plans Please Read
After several years in the planning, I am at long last able to
announce that the first phase of the traffic calming scheme will
be implemented this summer, bringing the much-needed road
safety improvements to the village.
The first phase includes part of Pilgrims Way West, the High

Street, the Pond and Station Road. Further information and detailed drawings
are available on the Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.org.uk/traffic-
management.
As part of the traffic plans, the village centre will also undergo a transformation
as the scruffy traffic islands around the pond are given a much- needed makeover
whilst they are being upgraded to pedestrian refuge-islands. The unsightly worn-



out tarmac will be replaced with block paving, designed to blend in with the Tudor
brickwork in the heart of the village, and the old circa 1980’s signage will be
replaced with smart heritage 1950’s style signs, modelled on signs once used in
Otford in days gone by.
The transformations would not have been possible without the kind donations
from the Otford Fête Committee towards the heritage signage and Otford
Builders Merchants (OBMs) for providing the block paving for the traffic islands
and pavement extensions (buildouts) in the scheme. The Parish Council is
extremely grateful and would like to thank them wholeheartedly on behalf of all
our residents.
The village enhancements are an important part of slowing traffic down by
creating a sense of place (psychological traffic calming) and will make our village
a more attractive place for residents and visitors to enjoy, and we hope will give
a boost to trade for our shops and businesses.
Inevitably there will be some disruption and delays whilst the measures are being
installed. To keep this to a minimum, the measures will be installed during the
school summer holidays with plenty of advance notice to keep everyone updated
on the traffic management arrangements.

To-date the following traffic management arrangements have been advised by
KCC.
Works Commence on Monday 26th July and Finish on Friday 27th August
2021
26.7.21 to 2.8.21 - STATION ROAD
Pilgrims Way East Junction: 3-way traffic lights for works to widen verge,
realign curb, and extend footway to new informal crossing point with dropped
kerbs and tactile paving.
2.8.21 to 8.8.21 - STATION ROAD
Beckets Place: 2-way traffic lights for works to turn parking bays into planting
area to narrow carriageway and stop commuter parking.
9.8.21 to 20.8.21 - HIGH STREET
Pickmoss: 2-way traffic lights for works to create pinch point and extend
pavement at Pickmoss.
9.8.21 to 20.8.21 - HIGH STREET
Zebra Crossing: Road closed from Pond to zebra crossing (access to property
only up to zebra crossing) to construct the speed table under the zebra
crossing. Car Park access from the west of the village only during works, see
alternative parking below if approaching from the east of the village.
20.8.21 to 27.8.21 - POND
Traffic Islands: 3-way traffic lights to upgrade islands to pedestrian refuge-
islands (dropped curbs, tactile paving & enlargement), install block paving,



23.8.21 to 27.8.21 - ALL PHASE ONE WORKS
Road Markings & Signage: Stop and Go traffic boards for road markings, red
surfacing works and installation of High Street 20mph limit (starts west of
High Street at Rye Lane and finishes just north of Colet’s Orchard on Station
Road).

KCC/OPC Highway Works Notices: Please note that with the exception of the
road closure, the dates advised above are subject to change. Any changes to the
works programme will be advised via: KCC/OPC notices, social media, and the
Parish Council website: otfordpc.org.uk/news.

Village Car Park Closure: The car park will be closed for one full day to refresh
the line markings. It is hoped that the works will take place on a Monday when
the majority of High Street shops and businesses are closed. Once a date is
confirmed OPC notices will be put on display. Now confirmed as Monday 2nd

August from 8am to 7pm

Alternative Parking: If impacted by the road closure to the east of the car park,
or the full closure of the car park, free on-street parking (usual restrictions
apply) will be available on the Pond, Sevenoaks Road, Warham Road and the
Bubblestone area (on-street parking freed up by school staff during school
breaks). Please consider leaving your cars at home and walking or cycling into the
village if you can, to reduce the demand on parking.
If you have a parking permit for the village car park or require help with
alternative parking for staff impacted by the works, or have any other
concerns, please contact the Parish Clerk at: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk.

Due to the scale of the traffic works, it is unavoidable that there will be
inconvenience for us all. However, unlike the recent emergency road works in
Otford carried out without any prior notice, the Parish Council works will be
properly managed with plenty of advance notice and warnings on the road network.

When the Phase One work is complete, we will be well on our way to finally settling
the traffic problems that have been a cause of complaint in our village for over
20 years. We ask that you bear with us, there is light at the end of this tunnel.

We thank you in advance for your support.
Cllr Irene Roy - Chairman of the Traffic Management Group



Fly-Tipping
Did you know that fly-tipping includes leaving rubbish at a street
bin? And, recycling banks, outside closed charity shops and recycling
centres.
Please dispose of your items properly to avoid prosecution or an
unlimited fine.

Otford Village Memorial Hall -Treasurer
Otford Village Memorial Hall (a registered Charity)
requires a new Honorary Treasurer to replace our
existing Treasurer who will be moving out of the area.
The role requires a working knowledge of accountancy, an
understanding of basic accountancy software and
computer literacy. The Honorary Treasurer will become

a Trustee of the Charity and in addition to making and receiving payments will
produce financial accounts using a simple software package. This role can be
carried out from home and just requires attendance at the Hall for 3 or 4
Trustees Meeting each year. Under normal circumstances the basic duties take
no more than 3 hours per week. However, from time to time, additional hours may
be required to support projects by applying for Grants and helping with project
management. This role would be perfect for a recently retired person who wants
to be engaged with the activities of Otford and requires mental stimulation.
If you are interested, please email our ovmh.treasurer@otford.net with your
telephone number and convenient times for us to contact you.

Otford Village Fete
We are very excited about this year’s fete, not only as it’s been
more than 15 months since our last one, but because of what’s in
store. We have kept ‘The Olympics Theme’ and, as usual Elvis and
Frank Sinatra have promised to make their regular appearances.
We have several new attractions and activities and before the
opening of our very popular Dog Show a group of young

cheerleaders will get the day off to a rousing and colourful start. Whilst Becket,
our very own named Guide Dog, is unable to make a special appearance we are still
hoping to raise lots of money to help him continue the invaluable support he is
giving his new owner. It’s hard to believe that it takes around £90,000 to breed,
train and keep a guide dog during its working life, so your support really does mean
so much to those with sight loss who receive support from Guide Dogs our charity
of the day. Keep up to date with all our latest news by visiting our website
www.Otfordvillage fete.org



Otford Library News
Planning is underway to reopen the remaining Kent libraries that
have been closed since March 2020, later on this summer.
Although at the time of writing there is no fixed date to
reopen, updates and general information on libraries can be
found at www.kent.gov.uk/libs. Lorraine has greatly missed
serving customers and welcoming people to Otford library and

she is very much looking forward to returning to the library in due course.

Newsletter Deliverer
If you think you could spare an hour or so to deliver newsletters in Hopfield
Close each month, please contact the office either by email or by phone.
Thank you to Jean and Margaret who have volunteered to cover Pilgrims Way
West and Well Road. It is much appreciated.

Under our Umbrella now includes our shops
The Otford Society website now lists details of all our village shops in its section
‘Under our Umbrella’. We would welcome any local on-line businesses to be
included in the listing. So, if you are running an on-line business out of Otford,
contact us at editor@otfordsociety.org.uk. We will be happy to include your
details.

Otford Village Memorial Hall
Despite the ravages of Covid-19,  we have managed to
keep our Hall maintained and have continued to improve
our facilities.
We welcomed back our regular and new hirers from 17th

May 2021 when more activities were allowed (Step 3).
This was of course subject to Government confirmation.

Happily, most activities will be permitted subject to Social Distancing, Face
Masks, Hand Sanitising and increased Hygiene Measures.
We have so far survived Covid-19 with our finances reasonably secure, our Hall in
excellent condition and our Staff and Volunteers still with us. As a result, we are
looking to end 2021 on a high with a busy schedule of activities including Live
Concerts, Live Theatre, Antiques Fairs, Carpet Sales, Plant Sales, Dance and
Acting Classes, U3A Groups, Table Tennis, Short Mat Bowls, Toddlers and
Children’s Play and Education Classes, Bridge, Adult Exercise Classes, Support
Groups including Slimming World, WI Meetings, Coffee Morning, Thursday Lunch



Club, History, Astronomy, Philately and  a plethora of other Societies, meetings,
activities and social events and parties.

If you are interested in joining any of these groups or activities, please go to
our Web Page: www.otford.info/ovmh/ and select Regular Hirers for contact
information. Please,  if you buy from Amazon please start using Amazon Smile
at https://smile.amazon.co.uk You will still get all the normal deals and offers
but can select Otford Village Memorial Hall as a charity to support and
0.5% will be donated to our Village Hall. This may seem a small % but the more
people who buy and select Otford Village Memorial Hall as their Charity the
more we benefit. So please tell your family and friends about Amazon Smile!

An update about 1st Otford Rainbows
Rainbows are the youngest members of Girlguiding and
are girls aged 5-7. They meet for 1 hour per week during
term time with occasional activity days at weekends. We
are pleased to report that we have been able to recruit a
new leader, unit helper and unit administrator to keep our
Rainbow unit open but, we are still looking for an assistant

leader, prepared to complete Girlguiding training and help plan and run Rainbow
meetings, and another unit helper to complete the team. Girlguiding have
fantastic programme resources and we have experienced local leaders to mentor
and support new volunteers.
What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.
Please come and join us and inspire girls!

Otford Rangers
Rangers are the oldest youth members of Girlguiding and
are for girls, aged 14-18. They meet for 1.5 hours per week
during term time with occasional activity days/camps at
weekends. We are looking for a new volunteer(s) to help
the existing leader at weekly meetings which currently

start at 7pm.



What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.
Please come and join the fun and inspire girls!

Otford Evangelical Church
Come and Play at Otford Church hope to offer some activities
in July. Please check out the website www.otfordchurch.com
or Contact@otfordchurch.com

Otford Tennis Club
Otford Lawn Tennis Club is pleased to advise that we have
appointed an experienced Head Coach. He is setting up a new
coaching programme, starting with Summer Club for beginners
and intermediate players,
5-10 years old from 9-11 am. and 11-17 years from 12-2 pm
Monday - Thursday.

Week 1 - 26th - 29th July.
Week 2 - 3rd - 6th August.
Week 3 - 9th - 12th August.
Week 4 - 16th - 19th August.
As a special introductory offer, the courses are £14 per day or £50 for four
days in the same week. To enquire or book your child's place on the course, please
contact Chris directly on 07838 387482 or kinetictenniscoaching@gmail.com.
There will also be an after school programme starting in September for children
of all ages and standards so for more details please contact Chris directly on
07838 387482 or kinetictenniscoaching@gmail.com. Otford Lawn Tennis Club is
looking for new members so if you wish to join, please go to our website
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/otfordlawntennisclub where you can find further
information and how to join. Alternatively, you can contact our Membership
secretary Alison Dykes on alison.dykes@lwcdial.net



Calling all Otford Clubs and Societies!
The new Otford Society website now has a special section devoted to promoting
our rich variety of clubs, interest groups and other regular activities in our village.
In ‘Under our Umbrella’ we hope to create a single, up-to-date point of reference
for anyone wanting to find out about what goes on in Otford –Take a look. You
can see the beginnings of it at www.otfordsociety.org.uk/umbrella#clubs.
As well as listing clubs with their email and/or telephone contact details, we will
also include information about when and where you meet and whether you are
actively seeking new members now that things are beginning to open up again.
If you have your own website or social media feed, we can link to this. No problem.
We also have an online calendar on our home page where we’d be more than happy
to include details of your forthcoming meetings and events.
If your club isn’t listed, then you could be missing out on a wider potential
membership.
The Otford Society website reaches a great number of people. Make use of it. –
if your details need updating, please email editor@otfordsociety.org.uk or phone
Marianne Bradnock on 01959 928455. We look forward to hearing from you!

Otford-Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning
After a very successful social gathering in June, we are looking
forward to Monday evening at 7.30pm on Monday 19th July for the
next social at the Woodman PH. New members are always welcome.
Then on Saturday 18th September we plan to celebrate the 10th
Anniversary of the signing of the Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning

Charter in France in 2011 in the Club Room of the Otford Village Hall. Further
details to follow.

Shakespeare is back!
Sevenoaks Shakespeare Society are going ‘full steam ahead’ with
their open-air summer show in the gardens of the White Rock Inn
at Underriver. Rehearsals continue in Otford for the hilarious and
socially distanced comedy ‘The Complete Works of William
Shakespeare’ (Abridged), to be performed with three intrepid
actors playing all the parts!
Performances are: Thursday to Saturday July 8th-10th at

7.45pm, Sunday July 11th at 3.30pm. Thursday to Saturday July 15th-
17th at 7.45pm, Sunday July 18th at 3.30pm.
Tickets are available through www.sevenoaksshakespeare.org £13.50 in advance,
£15 on the door, children and full-time students £5.



Best Kept Front Garden Competition 2021
How wonderful the spring flowers have been this year in and
around the village. It cannot have failed to bring a smile to the
face when we have all had the opportunity to benefit from the
pleasure of walking around the village over the last year and
enjoying the many and varied styles of front gardens.
The Parish Council will again be running the Best Kept Front

Garden Competition.  So please for the benefit of our many visitors and residents,
keep up the good work and plant them up so that you, we  and the wildlife can
continue to enjoy them.
We will once again be asking for nominations to be considered for the Best Kept
Front Garden.  More details in next month’s newsletter.

Former Otford worker opens new Deli and
Eco Shop in Sevenoaks
Amy who used to work in Mille Fleurs and her husband
Sean are trying to reduce the volume of plastic we

use every day and have opened a shop selling lots of stable items such as rice,
cereals and dried fruits and nuts from containers, bring your own or use a paper
bag they supply. So useful if you want a different amount from those sold in
supermarkets. They do takeaway lunch as well as a range of sauces, dips, Kentish
oils and juices. The team will have a stand at this year’s Otford Village Fete.

https://www.knobblykneesdeli.co.uk

Autumn Produce and Craft Show 2021
The Otford Allotment Association are planning to run an
Autumn Produce and Craft Show on Sunday 5th September
This follows on from the previous show organised by the
Otford Gardener’s.  There will be classes for vegetables,
fruit, flowers, cookery, photography and crafts.  There will

also be classes for children to enter as well.  The organisers are keen to encourage
as much participation as possible from the villagers.

Otford Road Friends
The Road Friends are all still active in every road throughout Otford. They are
able to assist anyone who may need a little extra help during this lockdown,
(collecting prescriptions or a little shopping). If you are unsure of who your local
Road Friend is, you can always email: roadfriends@otfordsociety.org.uk. We are
here to help you



Otford Adventures
Otford Adventures is pleased to announce that
their community-based project, located at Oxenhill
Shaw & Meadow, went live in May. The idea behind
the scheme, led by a group of Otford Residents, is
to encourage families to enjoy the natural beauty
of the village by promoting local trails, events and
challenges.

To start the journey they have created a beautifully illustrated map that can be
downloaded from the website - www.otfordsociety.org.uk In addition, a specially
printed A3 version can be purchased, for £2.00, from the following venues:
Yvonne’s (Telston Lane - open daily) - High Street - Pond View Cafe/Denise
Thompson Designer Florist (Monday - Saturday) and Hall & Co. (Tuesday -
Saturday) and Ibbett Mosely, The Parade (Monday - Saturday). All proceeds from
the sale of the map will go to future Otford Adventures’ projects.
Otford Adventures

If you are aged between 3 and 7 years, venture out (with your
parents) to the Otford Allotments Open Morning on Saturday
17th July.
 Complete the special I-spy sheet.
 Find all the scarecrows.
 Visit the tasting table (subject to Covid restrictions)

 Vote for your favourite scarecrow
This event is free and will take place between 10am and 12 noon. No booking
required – just turn up.)

St Bartholomew’s Church Fair
The St Bartholomew’s Church Fair is being held this year on
Saturday 4th September on the Village Green (not June as usual).
Note the date in your diary. All the usual stalls will hopefully be
there including, books, plants, white elephant, toys, cakes, children’s
games, BBQ and teas, cakes and ice-cream.

Hedges
Hedges are growing very quickly at the moment and growing over
the public footway. This can cause a nuisance to pedestrians,
especially those who have poor sight. Please check the boundaries
of the property you are in and if necessary, arrange for it to be
cut back from the footway as soon as possible. Thank you.



Get Snapping!
The deadline for entries in our current photo competition is 31
July, and the theme is Otford Adventures.
You can read all about this exciting new project here
(https://otfordsociety.org.uk/projects/otfordadventures),and

download an adventure map to follow all around the village. There
are lots of wonderful photo opportunities in Oxenhill Shaw &
Meadow. Full details and an entry form can be found at
https://otfordsociety.org.uk/projects#photography. We’ve

already received some great entries but are looking forward to lots more – and
remember there’s a £25 gift voucher to spend in the village for the winner!

Coronavirus Vaccine Scams Warning
Action Fraud is warning the public to remain vigilant as criminals begin to take
advantage of the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccine to commit fraud. Action
Fraud, the national reporting centre for fraud and cyber-crime had received
numerous reports in relation to the COVID-19 vaccine.
Remember the vaccine is ONLY available on the NHS and is FREE OF CHARGE.
The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card details.
The NHS will never ask you for your PIN or banking password.
The NHS will never arrive unannounced to your home to administer the vaccine.
The NHS will never ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal
documents such as your passport, driving licence, bills or pay slips.
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up.
If you are suspicious about an email you have received, forward it to
report@phishing.gov.uk. Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to the
number 7726, which is free of charge. If you believe you are the victim of a
fraud, please report this to Action Fraud as soon as possible by calling 0300 123
2040 or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE

IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!



Vitality Home Health – Travel to Vaccination Centres
Vitality Home Health (The Crown PH) are offering
complimentary travel for those people who find it difficult in
getting to the vaccination centres for their Covid Vaccine.
Vitality Home Health are following all the strict protocols in
line with Government Guidelines to ensure safe travel. The
vehicle will comprise of a Carer who will assist wherever

necessary to ease any anxieties and to support any mobility issues. All staff have
received their vaccinations.
There are wheelchair assisted vehicles available as well as regular cars. Fresh PPE
will be handed out if necessary as well as Hand sanitiser before getting into the
vehicle. Telephone Debbie on 07522962952 to book a slot.

Face Coverings
Remember that you must still wear a face covering when going into ALL shops
that are now open / supermarkets and also travelling in England on a bus or coach,
train or tram, ferry or hovercraft or other vessel, aircraft & cable car. Places of
worship that are open also require face coverings. If you do not wear a face
covering, you will be breaking the law and could be fined £100. A face covering is
a covering of any type which covers your nose and mouth. Also, a face covering is
preferable at Stations, ports, and airports and when travelling in taxis.

Register your email with the Otford Society and win a prize!
Although we are able to publish news here thanks to the Otford Parish Council,
many of you may prefer in the future to hear what we’re doing by email. We are
therefore encouraging everyone to register their email addresses with us so
they can be sent Otford Society news digitally. And if you do, your name will go
into a PRIZE DRAW with a chance to win a generous gift voucher to spend in
the village when shops reopen. Please go
to https://otfordsociety.hubspotpagebuilder.com/ and complete the form. Be
assured that your data will be held securely and not passed to any third party.
In the meantime you can continue to follow us on our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram platforms, or by visiting our website at www.otfordsociety.org.uk.



Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
online and live services and reopening and booking places at
services.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk

Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com
Most Holy Trinity RC Church - http://sevrcparish.org.uk/mht.htm

Otford Evangelical Free Church will be meeting in-person from Sunday 27th

June. Please see the website for more details.

Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust merges with Otford
Heritage Centre

The Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust and the Otford Heritage Centre are
delighted to announce that, after lengthy discussions, the two organisations have
agreed to merge.
The name of the Trust will be unchanged.  The objects in the care of the Otford
Heritage Centre will be known as the Otford Heritage Collection and will be
managed by a museum committee reporting to the APCT Trustees.  Considerable
progress has already been made in our application for accredited museum status.
The intention is that the Collection will move into the North West Tower of the
Palace when the conservation work is completed.  In the meanwhile, we are
working to make the Collection available online and on our educational outreach
programme – Darent History Takeaway. Further information is available on the
APCT website at https://otfordpalace.org/ and on Facebook @otfordpalace.

Summer Play Days
SDC will be holding their Summer Play Days at various locations
between 10am and 2pm. There is not one in Otford this year but
locally they are being held on 26th July at Seal Recreation
Ground, 28th July at Dunton Green Recreation Ground, 30th July
at Anthony Roper School, Eynsford and 17th August at Greatness

Recreation Ground, Sevenoaks. Check out the SDC website for other venues. Go
along and enjoy the fun.



Sevenoaks Summer Festival
Unfortunately, the normal two-week Summer Festival will not be
able to take place this year. However, there will be some events
locally  which they will support and advertise. Please check out
the Summer Festival website for details.

Kent County Summer Fayre
This year the Kent County Show, will be replaced with a smaller event called the
Kent County Summer Fayre. It will take place at Detling Showground over the
weekend of 10th and 11th July. The fayre will still feature some of the well
know aspects of the County Show such as show jumping, vintage vehicles,
woodland area and live music. There will also be a number of trade stands and
catering options to suit all tastes. Please check out the website for details and
to book tickets.

Keeping up to date with Otford Society news
Keep up to date with everything that the Otford Society is doing for the
community by visiting our website and following us on social media. We are your
village society and work on your behalf.
Website: www.otfordsociety.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/otfordsociety
Twitter: www.twitter.com/otfordsociety
Instagram: www.instagram.com/otfordsociety

A website about our village history
A fantastic new website has just been launched as part of the Heritage Otford
project. (The team that designed and supplied all the heritage information boards
throughout the village). It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s
worth every penny. Anything you didn’t know or all those things you wondered
about our village – it’s all in here. Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the
Mount? – or that the lead from our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund
her ships to fight the Armada? The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an
incredibly interesting site to explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret
it.  (-and thanks to Rod and Phil for the months of work they put in to design it.)
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net



Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Church Marketplace
Please keep looking at this website as new items are added all the
time - madeinotford.org

St Bartholomews Church are also holding various pop-up stalls
outside the old church hall in the High Street during the summer. The next
dates are 10th July, 24th July, 7th August and 21st August. Homemade cakes
and produce are always available each time. Go and have a look.

Otford Methodist and St Bartholomew’s First Steps Group
“First Steps” offers a warm friendly welcome to Mums, Dads or carers with
babies and pre-school children. Activities and stories for the children are bible
based. ‘First Steps ‘ Pre School group is pleased to announce that it will be
commencing on 8th September 9.30am - 11.30am on alternate Wednesday’s
during the school term in the Methodist Church Hall. We are jointly run by The
Methodist Church & St Bartholomew’s Church.

We are holding a Teddy Bears Picnic on Otford Recreation Ground on
Wednesday 7th July from 12noon onwards.  Please bring your own
picnic food and teddy bear! For more information, please contact
Jane at jane.p.pearce@gmail.com

Palace Park Wood
Palace Park Wood is a parcel of land owned by Otford
Parish Council and is situated along the Sevenoaks Road
between Beadles garage and the motorway.  It is adjacent
to the Woodland Cemetery and shares the same car park.
The management of the area has now been taken over by
the Parish Council and we will be working with the North
West Kent Countryside Partnership and Natural England to

restore and improve the area, making it a very pleasant area in which to walk and
relax. Work has been carried out to clear an area around a magnificent ancient
oak tree which was showing signs of stress.  Over the next few years, further
clearance work will take place to gradually increase the open area around the oak.
New hedging and fencing has taken take place as a precursor to a Hedgehog
project being run by the North West Kent Countryside Partnership.
Work has also taken place to improve the state of the main paths through the
area, which have been prone to flooding in the winter.  Chipped bark has been laid
down, and many walkers have already commented on the improvement they have



been enjoying. The meadow areas have also been cut. The pond which had become
completely overgrown with willow and dried out has been cleared of vegetation,
and work is being restored it to its natural state. A second pond has been created
as a wildlife pond to benefit the Greater Crested newts which are in the area, as
well as other wildlife. Looking forward this is an exciting project for the whole
village, in which the Parish Council are leading. Look out for signs about work being
carried out.

Please do not drop litter in your village
DROPPED PPE BE IT GLOVES, MASKS OR WIPES ARE
UNSANITARY AT THE BEST OF TIMES BUT
ESPECIALLY NOW SO PUT THEM IN THE BIN PLEASE,
ALSO PLEASE CLEAR UP ANY LEFT RUBBISH AFTER THE
BIN MEN HAVE BEEN. There are numerous bins in this
village please use them and don’t expect someone else to pick

up for you. And if the bins are full please take your rubbish home to dispose of.
KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done

load the Otford Patient Participation Group
Don’t be nervous about contacting the surgery with any health problem. Phone
01959 523929 to book :
A telephone appointment
Or a video consultation
Or your doctor may suggest a face to face consultation.
Nurse treatments continue at Kemsing surgery, such as wound dressing and
warfarin tests. You must pre-book an appointment- please don’t just turn up
at the surgery.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.



Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm. Social Distancing  rules will be applied.

Go-Coach
New timetable
Route 2 will run from Otford Pond at 11.23 via Bat and Ball arriving at Sevenoaks
Bus Station at 11.32 and return from Sevenoaks Bus Station at 12.51 via Bat and
Ball arriving at Otford Pond at 12.59 Mondays to Saturdays, £2.50 for a single
journey and free for concessionary pass holders.
If Otfordians want to spend longer in Sevenoaks or travel at a different time
there will be the option of using Go2 Shared (the former taxi bus) using the
go2Sevenoaks Ap or telephoning 01732 463964 to book, with discounts of 50%
for concessionary pass holders.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most. We have now been able to take
this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service: Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a
new freephone number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours
to 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free
to call and open for longer. We have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and
we believe that these changes should make it as easy as possible for local people
to make that first contact with us when they are in need of advice and support.
Contact details for anyone seeking advice are: Call us for free on 0808 278 7810
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk



Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
SE/21/01505&06 The Mill House, High Street
Changing log store to a WC on ground floor. New windows.

SE/21/01622 25 Hillydeal Road
Demolition of existing house. Proposed replacement house with detached double
garage with annexe accommodation above and swimming pool and associated pool
house.
SE/21/01650 Stumbleberry, 7, Coombe Road
Proposed front two storey extension.
SE/21/01657 Springmead, Station Road
Single storey rear extension
SE/21/01688 24 Tudor Crescent
Demolition of existing garage, erection of two storey and single storey rear
extension to include second floor dormers to front and rear elevations.
SE/21/01659 37 Knighton Road
Amendment to SE/21/00061/HOUSE
SE/21/01869 9 Hopfield Close
Removal of existing conservatory and new single storey pitch roof extension
with roof lights, convert part of the garage to a utility room.
SE/21/01870 10, Hopfield Close
Remove existing conservatory and replace with single storey flat roof extension
with roof lantern, new foist floor side extension with Juliet balcony over
existing garage with pitch roof, conversion of existing garage into habitable
space landscaping and alterations to fenestration.
SE/21/01208 7 Hopfield Close
Conversion of existing garage into habitable space. Alterations to fenestration.
SE/21/01884 1 Ryecroft Road
Proposed ground floor rear extension, façade alterations, floor plan redesign
and all associated works.
SE/21/01907 2 Colets Orchard
Two storey rear extension, first floor side extension, conversion of existing
integral garage/car port into living accommodation and alterations to
fenestration.
SE/21/01417 69 Pilgrims Way West
Proposed detached garage.
b.Results Received
SE/21/00708&09 61 High Street



Roof tiles replacement Allowed
SE/21/00876 Bramleys, 7A Greenhill Road
Single storey rear extension Allowed
SE/21/00750 Springmead, Station Road
Single storey rear extension. Raising roof of existing side extension Refused
SE/21/00934 10 Orchard Road
Single storey rear extension following demolition of conservatory. First floor
extension Allowed
SE/21/01093 7 Rye Lane
Extending existing patio area, alterations to existing window and door opening at
ground floor level and alterations to existing porch roof Allowed

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations: Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside), Otford Dental
Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside), Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
School House on adjoining wall to Otford Primary School (outside) and Otford
Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money. Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks

District Council will loan you a 240-litre garden waste wheelie bin. If space is
limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre bin for £32. Contact customer services
on 01732 227000 for more details.

And as always thank you so much to all our wonderful NHS staff
and all key workers who live and work out there in our
community. the NHS Wales Test, Tr

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOPS

Happy Holidays


