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Chairman’s Update
I am delighted to announce that Jenny Kelly and Rebecca Rogers
were co-opted onto the Parish Council at its July meeting.  We
welcome Jenny and Rebecca to the Council and look forward to
working with them.  Our new Councillors bring a diverse range of
skills, experience and passion and will be an asset to the team.

If you would like to be considered for a future vacancy or find out more about
becoming a councillor, please get in touch with the Parish Clerk.

By the time you receive this month’s edition of the newsletter the
traffic calming measures for Phase One will have been completed. All
is going well with lots of positive feedback, further details on
implementation are in the Traffic Management article.

The Council is currently considering its options for the space
recently vacated by the Heritage Centre at the Council Offices.
The most practical proposal is to turn the space into a meeting room
for use by Council committees, and to hire out the space when not in

use.  The meeting room would come with Wi-Fi, a small kitchen and patio area and
would be suitable for groups of up to 16 around one table or small-medium sized
audiences.  If you would be interested in hiring such a facility, please do get in
touch with the Parish Clerk.

Sevenoaks District Council is running a ‘Smart bin’ pilot project to
improve its litter clearing service.  The new larger wood-cladded
bins include sensors that alert the Council when the bins need
emptying.  The new technology will allow the Council to work smarter

and faster when bins are full and make fewer wasted journeys when bins are not
at full capacity.



Otford has been selected for two of the new Smart bins.  The new bins are due
to arrive soon and one will go at the Parade Shops and the other in the recreation
ground.  These bins are to complement existing bins and we expect will reduce
the amount of litter from overflowing bins in these locations.  Litter continues to
be a big problem in the village and our rubbish bins appear to be permanently full,
not helped by having large takeaway providers in the area, the new bin technology
should help to resolve this problem.  To cope with the volume of rubbish the
Council has also increased the hours of our litter-picker (who also empties the
Parish Council bins).  If you do come across a full bin, may we politely remind you
to take your rubbish home with you rather than leaving it beside the bin.

And finally, I would like to thank all the residents and businesses
who provided parking for High Street employees during the period
of restricted access to the village car park.  My thanks also go to
Kay Drake and Cllr Howard Leicester who organised the initiative
so that 'off-street parking' could be kept clear for visitors to our

village whilst the High Street was closed.

Cllr Irene Roy, Parish Chair

Traffic Management - Part Twelve

As I write this article, we are three weeks into implementation.
The standard of the works completed has been excellent and
each site has been left clean and tidy.

The installation of the traffic measures on Station Road were
completed ahead of schedule.  The new road layout at the

Pilgrims Way East and Shoreham Road junction is forcing drivers to slow down as
they negotiate the extended curb, and residents are reporting they feel much
safer at the new crossing point as they are more visible to drivers who are
travelling at lower speeds.  The planters opposite Russell House School are a big
improvement on the street scene and will look most attractive once planted.  The
planters have put a stop to the commuter parking and have narrowed the road and
together with the red surfacing will reduce traffic speeds.

You may be wondering how the Shoreham Road plans slipped into the Phase One
measures.  This was due to a piece of good fortune, and the timing of the road
surfacing works, which meant we were able to negotiate having the lining works
included.  This has helped to balance the books and reduce our funding target
making it possible to deliver all the traffic calming measures.



The High Street measures are well underway and are scheduled to be completed
on time.  If you have had a peak in the enormous whole where the zebra crossing
stood, you will have seen the large new drainage pipes for the two new drains that
are being installed.  The extra drains should reduce the puddling of water on the
High Street in heavy rains and prevent passing vehicles soaking pedestrians as
they drive by.

The pavement extensions (buildouts) being constructed to form the pinch point
at Pickmoss will be finished in the block paving kindly donated by Otford Builders
Merchants.  As the pavement extensions are going in front of a Grade 1 listed
building, we have been given permission to use timber bollards with reflective
strips rather than the standard illuminated bollards.  The feature when finished
with the brick red paving blocks should fit well into its surroundings.

Next week the works move to the pond for the refurbishment of the islands
around the pond and the installation of the heritage signs.  Feedback on the rest
of the scheme will follow next month.

Cllr Irene Roy, Chairman of the Traffic Management Group

Otford Village Fete
Bank Holiday Monday 30th August

Doors open at 11am. Entry fee £2.00 per person (children under 10 free of
charge). This year has been anything but easy, but the Fete Committee has
managed to organise an event this Bank Holiday Monday and we are pretty excited
about some of the new attractions.
As always, we will have a Dog Show, and it is essential that you book early. Entry
fee for the show (you can book two) costs £5.00 per dog and there will be
rosettes and places for the top five in each class. In addition, we have baby yoga
(for new-born up to seven-year olds) taking place in The Hope Room. Just £1 for
a 15-minute session.

For the more active there will be taster sessions run by Otford Lawn Tennis Club.
Please book early as numbers and sessions are limited. These will be run on the
tennis courts located at the top of the recreation ground but booking at their
stall in advance is essential. As usual we have several food and drink outlets
scattered around the site and live music both inside the Players Hall and on the
Recreation Ground throughout the day.

And finally, a plea for helpers. The Fete Committee work tirelessly for the
benefit of residents but there is so much to do and organise on the day. If you



can spare a couple of hours on Monday 30th August, we would be so grateful.
Whether it’s helping to sell raffle tickets or collecting the entry money, all
seated, or helping with the various activity and craft stalls, it’s fun but without
help we will struggle so please contact me on 07769 706047. Many thanks Patty,
Chair Otford Village Fete Committee.

Otford Parish Council- Councillor Vacancy
A vacancy currently exists on the Parish Council that may be filled
by the co-option of a new Councillor.
If you would like to serve as a Parish Councillor, please apply in
writing or by email to the Clerk, providing brief background details
about yourself and stating why you would like to join the Council.
To qualify to become a Parish Councillor a person must be a British

subject, aged over 18 years old and an elector.  You must reside in, or within 3
miles of the Otford Parish boundary or occupy as an owner or tenant any land or
premises therein or have their principal or only place of work there and must not
be disqualified from holding office as a Councillor.
The Closing Date for applications to be received is 21 September 2021. If you
require any further information, please contact the Clerk, details on the back
page of the Newsletter.

The Otford Society at the Otford Village Fete, 30 August
Do come and visit our stand! We’ll be showcasing the many
successful initiatives that have marked the first year of the
relaunched Otford Society and telling you about some of our
exciting plans. We’ll be selling tickets in our summer raffle,
participating in the ever-popular Wheel of Fortune, and signing

up members for the next year. And most of all, we’ll be there to hear your ideas
and suggestions as to how we can further improve village life for residents and
represent your interests.

St Bartholomew’s Church Fair
The St Bartholomew’s Church Fair is being held this year on
Saturday 4th September at 2pm on the Village Green.
Refreshments including BBQ from 12.30pm. All the usual stalls will
hopefully be there including, books, plants, white elephant, toys,
cakes, children’s games, BBQ and teas, cakes and ice-cream.

There will be a children’s art competition with the theme this year being ‘The
Pond’. Age groups 7-11 and under 7’s. Please bring entries by 2pm to the Teas.



Otford Lunch Club
Otford Lunch Club, for the over 60's, now has spaces
available for local residents. We are a friendly group
which meet each Thursday from 11.45 at Otford
Memorial Hall, High Street. On arrival you will be
greeted by a volunteer who will serve you Tea/Coffee,
followed by a 2-course home cooked meal at

12.30. After dessert a raffle takes places - all for a nominal fee. If you are
interested in joining, or would like to volunteer for one of the 5 teams, then please
contact Margaret 01959 524147 or Susan 07929 440315

Otford Village Memorial Hall -Treasurer
Otford Village Memorial Hall (a registered Charity)
requires a new Honorary Treasurer to replace our
existing Treasurer who will be moving out of the area.
The role requires a working knowledge of accountancy, an
understanding of basic accountancy software and
computer literacy. The Honorary Treasurer will become

a Trustee of the Charity and in addition to making and receiving payments will
produce financial accounts using a simple software package.
This role can be carried out from home and just requires attendance at the Hall
for 3 or 4 Trustees Meeting each year. Under normal circumstances the basic
duties take no more than 3 hours per week. However, from time to time, additional
hours may be required to support projects by applying for Grants and helping with
project management. This role would be perfect for a recently retired person
who wants to be engaged with the activities of Otford and requires mental
stimulation. If you are interested, please email our ovmh.treasurer@otford.net
with your telephone number and convenient times for us to contact you.

Otford Society Summer Garden Party, 19 September
Over the summer we’ve organised lots of events for the very
young, and now it’s the grown-ups’ turn! You’ll be pleased to hear
that we are reviving the traditional garden party which many of
you have enjoyed in the past. This year it will be held on Sunday
19th September between 5 and 7 pm. We are immensely
grateful to Sir Mike and Lady Bett who have kindly offered to

host us in their lovely garden at Colet’s Well, a hidden gem right in the heart of
the village. A strictly limited number of tickets will be available from mid-August
at £20 a head, to include canapés, a welcome cocktail and some great company.
To be sure of getting yours, email events@otfordsociety.org.uk. We also hope to
be selling them at the Otford Village Fete.



Are you under the Otford Society’s Umbrella?
What can being ‘Under our umbrella’ mean to your club or society?
It means that all our many Otford Society members will read your news; that we
will be there to offer you advice and support in mounting your projects or displays;
and that you have a popular medium to promote your special events.
Take a look at www.otfordsociety.org.uk/umbrella to check that you are
included. Local shops and online businesses are also listed at
www.otfordsociety.org.uk/umbrella/otford-business-directory.
Email editor@otfordsociety.org.uk to include your news or events you’d like us to
publicise.

Otford Road Friends
Covid restrictions may now have been lifted but be assured that our Road
Friends are still there to help if you’re ill or self-isolating or need support for
any other reason. If you don’t know who your Road Friend is, email
roadfriends@otfordsociety.org.uk.

Pilates with Liz
Liz will be running a new weekly Pilates
class aimed at the over 40s starting on
Tuesday 7th September from 10-
11am in the Club Room at the Memorial
Hall. Liz is passionate about keeping
people moving with ease throughout
life and Pilates is a wonderful way of
building strength, flexibility and
balance whatever age you may be. She

is specialised in Pilates for common orthopaedic conditions such back pain, joint
pain, osteoporosis, osteoarthritis etc. and will be keeping the classes small so that
everyone will receive individual attention and modifications to suit them. Classes
will be £7 per session. Contact Liz on 07922 100077 or
liz_pilates@btinternet.com for more details.

Otford Lawn Tennis Club
Otford Lawn Tennis Club are looking for new members and we
are pleased to advise that from 30 August the cost of
membership will be reduced to £60 for adults, £15 for juniors
and £115 for families up until 31 March 2022. We have a
comprehensive coaching programme starting in September for
juniors of all ages and abilities after school on Mondays,

Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturday mornings. We are also starting tots tennis



(with an adult) for pre-school children aged 3-5 and adult cardio tennis on Monday
and Friday mornings. To find out more details about these courses and to book
your place, please go to https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/KineticTennisCoaching and
to find out more information about the Tennis Club and membership please go to
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OtfordLawnTennisClub.

Kemsing Singers: come and try us!
Thinking of getting back into singing? We are holding open
rehearsals at 7:30 pm on Monday 9th and 16th September in St
Edith’s Hall, Kemsing TN15 6NA and we’d love to see you there.
Email musicaldirector@kemsingsingers.com if you’re interested in

coming along. You can read more about us at www.kemsingsingers.com. And why
not come and hear us sing at the Otford Village Fete on Bank Holiday Monday?
We’ll be on stage in the main hall at 12:30 and again at 2pm, and you can enjoy a
cup of tea while you listen to some old favourites with a summer theme.

Otford Society Summer Photo Competition: ‘Come to the Fair’!
The Otford Village Fete on Monday 30th August and St
Bartholomew’s Church Fair on Saturday 4th September provide
two great photo opportunities. The theme of our summer
competition is Fetes and Fairs in Otford, so get your cameras
out and get snapping. Full details and an entry form are on our
website at www.otfordsociety.org.uk/projects#photography,

and the competition closes at the end of September. There is a £25 gift voucher
to be won, a chance to support one of our wonderful local shops.

Online history talks by the Otford 'Zoom Into History Group’
Following the recent popular free-to-view history talks organised
by the Otford-based 'Zoom Into History' group further FREE
online talks using 'Zoom' are planned for Wednesday 22nd
September, Wednesday 27th October and Wednesday 24th

November starting at 7.30pm. Each will be about a different aspect of
Otford's history and heritage and will be by Ed Thompson, Nick Rushby and
Alan Williams. Talks will last approximately 45 minutes and are followed by
questions and friendly audience input. Details of the talks are:

Wednesday 22nd September at 7.30pm, "'Otford from the archive’", rarely
seen images of the Village' by Ed Thompson. Ed will show us some unusual and
rare images of the village.

Wednesday 27th October at 7.30pm, 'Otford Palace 1928 to 2026' by Nick
Rushby. Nick, Secretary to the Archbishop's Palace Conservation Trust (APCT),



will explore the story of the Palace from 1928 when the site and buildings were
listed as a scheduled monument, through the turbulent local politics of the
following decade and then to more recent years with the formation of the
Conservation Trust and its ongoing efforts to restore the site and remaining
buildings and create an interpretation centre for the community and visitors to
the Valley.

Wednesday 24th November at 7.30pm, 'The Story of (probably!) the most
famous painting of Otford: "He's Cast a Shoe"' (tbc) by Alan Williams. Alan
will explore the story and accuracy (or otherwise!) of this famous 19th century
painting of Otford by the German-born artist Otto Weber, which was once on
display in the Royal Household at Sandringham. If you are already on our email
distribution list you will automatically be emailed with further details of the
talks. If you would like to be added to the email distribution list please email
Otford@1940.co.uk with your name and email address and the heading 'Zoom
history talks' asking for your name to be added to the list. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Keeping up to date with the Otford Society
The latest issue of Village Voice is now available to download at
www.otfordsociety.org.uk/news#newsletter. Free print copies are also available
from the Parish Office, Yvonne’s in Telston Lane, Otford Dry Cleaners in the
Parade and the Pharmacy. Our latest news is posted regularly on our website,
www.otfordsociety.org.uk, and do follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
@otfordsociety. Remember, if you’d like to be on our mailing list to get the
latest news straight to your inbox, you can register at
www.otfordsociety.org.uk/membership. Email membership@otfordsociety.org.uk
if you’d like to be removed from the list at any time.

Otford Adventures
The Otford Society would like to thank all those local people
and businesses that have offered their services to Otford
Adventures, our community initiative aimed at getting children
excited about being outside, exploring nature as well as
offering a close-to-home adventure for local families. This
wouldn’t be possible without their help. We have had some

wonderfully successful challenges and events over the summer. You can read all
about them at www.otfordsociety.org.uk/projects/otfordadventures. You can
download our free fun-filled map which is also available in hard copy from Denise
Florists, Hall & Co, The Pond View Café, Ibbett Mosely’s and Yvonne’s Shop. We
are asking for a donation of £2 to help cover costs. If you have an idea which



could help Otford Adventures, please get in touch
with otfordadventures@otfordsociety.org.uk. We are always looking for
enthusiastic people to join our team, so let’s hear from you!

Help turn Otford Station back to its blooming best!
As many of you may well remember, Otford Station has
had a reputation for beautiful flower beds in the past.
Now, I am sure you will agree, the station is looking rather
tired and in need of tender loving care in this regard.
I am the Otford representative of the Darent Valley
Community Rail Partnership (DVLPS) which looks after the
stations between Swanley and Sevenoaks. They are

shortly donating a metal planter and compost to each station as a starting point
in revitalizing their appearance and get our stations back to their blooming best.
They and Southern Railways are pledged to give assistance to these projects.
Apart from planters on the platforms, Otford has a bank behind the down
platform which has been a magnificent bed of flowers in the past.
If you are interested in volunteering to turn Otford Station back to its best,
please contact me on 01959 524120 (email: nick.fothergill1204@outlook.com)

'The Festival of Britain' comes to Otford library in September.
2021 is the 70th anniversary of the 'Festival of Britain' of 1951, described at
the time as a much-needed 'Tonic to the Nation'. The Festival was a nationwide
event and included events in Otford. From early September there will be an
exhibition in Otford library celebrating the Festival and its local legacy. Do drop
in and take a look now the Library has re-opened. The exhibition is organised by
a local Otford-based group from the '1940s society' who would welcome any
memories or photographs you might have about the 1951 Festival, either in Otford
or elsewhere, for example London's South Bank where the main exhibition was
held. The group can be contacted by email at Otford@1940.co.uk

Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir
The Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir are looking for new
members. They are restarting on Tuesday 7th September.
They are a friendly choir who have fun singing together. This
season’s programme includes Vivaldi – Gloria, Mozart – Requiem
and Karl Jenkins – The Armed Man.
If you are interested see ‘JOIN US’ on the website
sevenoaks-philharmonic.org.uk



Otford Library News
I am delighted that Otford library has reopened. It has been
wonderful to see customers return and to sign up ‘ new’ individuals
and families to the library . It has also been lovely to join primary
school aged children to the Summer Reading challenge ‘ Wild World

Heroes’. It is not too late for children to complete the challenge but I would
recommend finishing the six books required to be read asap !
The hours of opening are the same:-

Monday 9.00am-1.00pm
Tuesday 9.00am-12.00pm 1.00pm-5.00pm
Thursday 9.00am-1.00pm
Friday 1.00pm-5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm.
I hope it will not be long before popular activities such as baby bounce and
rhyme time and story time resume and will advertise them when they start up
again.’ Tel: 03000 413131 E-mail: otfordlibrary@kent.gov.uk

The New History of Fort Halstead - an illustrated talk about the history
of Sevenoaks’s most secretive workplace

To support fundraising efforts at St Bartholomew’s Church on Sunday 12th
September there will be a talk about Fort Halstead. You can either attend in
person at St Bartholomew’s Church or online through Zoom.
Time: 5pm - 6.45pm with a fifteen - minute interval
Cost: £10 per person in church (seating limited to ensure social distancing) or
£5 per person on Zoom
To book: Please book via email eventsstbarts@gmail.com

Otford Village Memorial Hall
Despite the ravages of Covid-19, we have managed to keep
our Hall maintained and have continued to improve our
facilities. We are looking to end 2021 on a high with a
busy schedule of activities including Live Concerts, Live
Theatre, Antiques Fairs, Carpet Sales, Plant Sales, Dance
and Acting Classes, U3A Groups, Table Tennis, Short Mat

Bowls, Toddlers and Children’s Play and Education Classes, Bridge, Adult Exercise
Classes, Support Groups including Slimming World, WI Meetings, Coffee Morning,
Thursday Lunch Club, History, Astronomy, Philately and  a plethora of other
Societies, meetings, activities and social events and parties. If you are interested
in joining any of these groups or activities, please go to our Web Page:
www.otford.info/ovmh/ and select Regular Hirers for contact information. Please,
if you buy from Amazon please start using Amazon Smile at



https://smile.amazon.co.uk You will still get all the normal deals and offers but
can select Otford Village Memorial Hall as a charity to support and 0.5% will be
donated to our Village Hall. This may seem a small % but the more people who buy
and select Otford Village Memorial Hall as their Charity the more we benefit. So
please tell your family and friends about Amazon Smile!

1st Otford Rainbows
Rainbows are the youngest members of Girlguiding and
are girls aged 5-7. They meet for 1 hour per week during
term time with occasional activity days at weekends. We
are pleased to report that we have been able to recruit
a new leader, unit helper and unit administrator to keep
our Rainbow unit open but, we are still looking for an

assistant leader, prepared to complete Girlguiding training and help plan and run
Rainbow meetings, and another unit helper to complete the team. Girlguiding have
fantastic programme resources and we have experienced local leaders to mentor
and support new volunteers.
What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.

Otford Rangers
Rangers are the oldest youth members of Girlguiding and
are for girls, aged 14-18. They meet for 1.5 hours per
week during term time with occasional activity
days/camps at weekends. We are looking for a new
volunteer(s) to help the existing leader at weekly

meetings which currently start at 7pm.

What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register



interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.

Otford-Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
You may remember that Otford signed the Twinning Charter with
Neufchatel-Hardelot in September 2011 and under normal
circumstances we might have been looking forward to a visit this
September to Hardelot to celebrate the occasion. However, in this
strange new world where nothing is certain we are hoping to be able

to celebrate the occasion in Otford, sadly without anyone from Hardelot, on
Saturday 18 September, in the Club Room of the Otford Village Memorial Hall.
Please contact Jane Lawrey by email hjlawrey@gmail.com as soon as possible if
you would like to attend and she will send further details.

Autumn Produce and Craft Show 2021
The Otford Allotment Association are planning to run an
Autumn Produce and Craft Show on Sunday 5th September
This follows on from the previous show organised by the
Otford Gardener’s.  There will be classes for vegetables,
fruit, flowers, cookery, photography and crafts.  There will

also be classes for children to enter as well.  The organisers are keen to encourage
as much participation as possible from the villagers.

Hedges
Hedges are growing very quickly at the moment and growing over
the public footway. This can cause a nuisance to pedestrians,
especially those who have poor sight. Please check the boundaries
of the property you are in and if necessary, arrange for it to be
cut back from the footway as soon as possible. Thank you.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary



and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE IS NO SUCH
THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
services.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com

Most Holy Trinity RC Church - http://sevrcparish.org.uk/mht.htm

Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust merges with Otford Heritage Centre
The Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust and the Otford Heritage Centre are
delighted to announce that, after lengthy discussions, the two organisations have
agreed to merge.
The name of the Trust will be unchanged.  The objects in the care of the Otford
Heritage Centre will be known as the Otford Heritage Collection and will be
managed by a museum committee reporting to the APCT Trustees.  Considerable
progress has already been made in our application for accredited museum status.
The intention is that the Collection will move into the North West Tower of the
Palace when the conservation work is completed.  In the meanwhile, we are
working to make the Collection available online and on our educational outreach
programme – Darent History Takeaway. Further information is available on the
APCT website at https://otfordpalace.org/ and on Facebook @otfordpalace.

A website about our village history
A fantastic new website has just been launched as part of the Heritage Otford
project. (The team that designed and supplied all the heritage information boards
throughout the village). It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s
worth every penny. Anything you didn’t know or all those things you wondered
about our village – it’s all in here. Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the
Mount? – or that the lead from our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund
her ships to fight the Armada? The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an
incredibly interesting site to explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret
it.  (-and thanks to Rod and Phil for the months of work they put in to design it.)
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net



Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Church Marketplace
Please keep looking at this website as new items are added all the
time - madeinotford.org
Items include homemade food, plants and gift items

Otford Methodist and St Bartholomew’s First Steps Group
“First Steps” offers a warm friendly welcome to Mums, Dads or carers with
babies and pre-school children. Activities and stories for the children are bible
based.
‘First Steps ‘ Pre School group is pleased to announce that it will be commencing
on 8th September 9.30am - 11.30am on alternate Wednesday’s during the school
term in the Methodist Church Hall.
We are jointly run by The Methodist Church & St Bartholomew’s Church.

Palace Park Wood
Most people are now aware that Ash Die-back (ADB) has
swept across the country from Europe. It went on to infect
all of Ireland as well. There are ap[proximately 1,500 ash
trees at Palace Park Wood and all are infected with the
disease, as evidence by the large number of dead trees
that can be seen.
These dead trees will soon become a hazard to people

walking around the woods and so the Parish Council has been talking to a number
of forestry companies about removing all of them.
A local contractor has now been appointed and a permit is currently being
arranged with the Forestry Commission. They are planning on doing the felling
during September after the construction of a hard standing area off the
Sevenoaks Road to allow lorries to load the extracted timber.
It will be necessary to close parts of the woods to allow the large forestry
machinery to work without endangering the public. Signs will be posted and
fencing erected to guide visitors away from the hazardous areas.

I have been unable to find any trees resistant to ADB at Palace Park Wood,
probably because they will have been sourced from the same nursery and quite
possibly be clones. Thankfully we do have a couple of resistant Ash trees at the
recreation Ground and the very rare Manna Ash on Palace Approach which is
believed to be resistant. =- Brian Thomas -OPC Grounds Supervisor



Please do not drop litter in your village
Dropped PPE be it gloves, masks or wipes are unsanitary at the
best of times but especially still now so put them in the bin please,
also please clear up any left rubbish after the bin men have been.
There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t
expect someone else to pick up for you. And if the bins are full

please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND
BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done

Otford Medical Practice - Otford Patient Participation Group
OMC Appointments / Telephone Access
The Practice have been very much aware and concerned at the
difficulties patients have experienced in contacting the Surgery and
getting an appointment. This has been due to the difficulties associated

with the Covid pandemic and the unprecedented level of patient demand as
restrictions have been lifted. To help overcome these access problems OMP are
implementing  the following measures:-

1, Pre-bookable telephone appointments up to 6 weeks in advance .
2, Online appointments can now be booked by patients who have signed up for
Patient Access  by using the Practice system, or though the NHS App, or
alternatively through the online triage system e-Consult, which is the first page
that appears when you click on the Practice web site. Patients wishing to use the
NHS App to book their appointment  will  need to register for Patient Access at
the surgery. Forms to be completed for  this Access are available at Reception.
ID will need to be shown before Access is approved.

Telephone access is of course available for patients not able or comfortable
with using on-line systems.

3, On the day appointments can be booked from 8.30 am.
4, Face to Face appointments will be available after an initial telephone triage
by a clinician
5, All nurse appointments will be face to face.



6, To improve telephone access two additional lines are being installed

Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC) at Sevenoaks Hospital
If you are in urgent need to see a doctor outside OMP normal opening hours,
Sevenoaks Hospital Urgent Treatment Centre is open from 8 am to  8pm 365days
a year.
The centre is staffed by G.Ps and nurses.
You can get an appointment at the centre by phoning NHS 111 or walk – in, when,
however,  you may have to wait.

KEEP IN TOUCH For further information about PPG activities, please contact
us at:-
otfordpatients@gmail.com The PPG now has a Facebook Page to keep patients
up to date with current events, or to be kept informed of NHS changes. :-
Facebook @ Otford Patient Participation Group.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group

The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm. Social Distancing  rules will be applied.

Go-Coach
New timetable
Route 2 will run from Otford Pond at 11.23 via Bat and Ball arriving at Sevenoaks
Bus Station at 11.32 and return from Sevenoaks Bus Station at 12.51 via Bat and
Ball arriving at Otford Pond at 12.59 Mondays to Saturdays, £2.50 for a single
journey and free for concessionary pass holders.
If Otfordians want to spend longer in Sevenoaks or travel at a different time
there will be the option of using Go2 Shared (the former taxi bus) using the
go2Sevenoaks Ap or telephoning 01732 463964 to book, with discounts of 50%
for concessionary pass holders.



Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most.  We have now been able to
take this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service: Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a
new freephone number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours
to 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free
to call and open for longer. We have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and
we believe that these changes should make it as easy as possible for local people
to make that first contact with us when they are in need of advice and support.
Contact details for anyone seeking advice are: Call us for free on 0808 278 7810
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook



Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
SE/21/02155 Hillacre, 28 Pilgrims Way East
Alterations and extension of existing patio

SE/21/02156 Hillacre, 28, Pilgrims Way East
Alterations to the front entrance to facilitate ground floor infill and first floor
extension over existing entrance projection. Two storey rear extension.
Alterations to fenestration and alterations to the external materials.
SE/21/02182 14 Pilgrims Way East
Construction of detached garage building
SE/21/02218 Land South of 92 High Street
Demolition of existing block of garages, site partitioned into four plots with
erection of two detached and two semi-detached dwelling houses.
SE/21/02292 Cradlebush, 47, Greenhill Road
Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and subdivision of site to form two
plots, each with a new build dwelling.
SE/21/02430/31 Castle House, Sevenoaks Road
Removal of a small cupboard area, replacing the modern spindles to the banister,
enlargement of a second-floor gable window, skylight facing southern elevation
and works to increase capacity of internal gutter and outlet into external gutter
at the front of property
b.Results Received
SE/21/01505 The Mill House, High Street
Changing log store to a WC on ground floor. Allowed
SE/21/01657 Springmead, Station Road
Single storey rear extension. Allowed
SE/21/01208 7 Hopfield Close
Conversion of existing garage into habitable space. Alterations to fenestration

Allowed
SE/21/01668 24 Tudor Crescent
Demolition of existing garage, erection of two storey and single storey rear
extension to include second floor dormers to the rear elevation. Allowed



SE/21/01659 37 Knighton Road
Amendment to 21/00061 Allowed
SE/21/01884 1 Ryecroft Road
Proposed ground floor rear extension, façade alterations, floor plan redesign
and all associated works. Allowed
SE/21/01869 9, Hopfield Close
Removal of existing conservatory and new single storey pitch roof extension
with rooflights, convert part of the garage to a utility room. Allowed
SE/21/01622 25 Hillydeal Road
Demolition of existing house. Proposed replacement house with detached double
garage with annexe accommodation above and swimming pool and associated pool
house. Allowed
SE/21/01417 69 Pilgrims Way West
Proposed detached garage Refused

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money. Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks

District Council will loan you a 240-litre garden waste wheelie bin. If space is
limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre bin for £32. Contact customer services
on 01732 227000 for more details.
HS Wales Test, Tr

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations:

Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside)
Otford Dental Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside)
Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm), School House on adjoining wall to
Otford Primary School (outside)
Otford Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.



PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOPS

THANK YOU

Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 8th September
in the Otford Village Memorial Hall

Details of all Parish Council meetings and meeting papers are on the Parish Council website
and available in the library

Clerk:  Mrs S Holt
The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, Kent TN14 5PG

Telephone/Answerphone:  01959 524808   Email: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
www.otfordpc.org.uk

Office Hours:  8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday


