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Chairman’s Update
After many years of writing about the traffic plans it is with
enormous satisfaction and relief to be able to say that the first
phase of the traffic scheme has been installed, and without any
major hiccups. It took just over 5 weeks to install all the measures
which gives some idea of the scale of the project undertaken by the

Parish Council, and this is just the first phase of the traffic scheme! The
feedback has been extremely positive with residents reporting they feel much
safer on the new pedestrian friendly crossings and traffic is slowing down where
the new measures have been installed.

The new heritage signs on the refurbished islands around the pond look fantastic
giving our iconic village centre a much-needed make-over. Unfortunately, KCC
were late installing some of the signage and road markings, these should all now
be in place, and I would ask for your patience to allow these measures time to
deliver the results expected and to remember there are more measures to follow.
For further details on the completed scheme, and answers to frequently asked
questions, please see the Traffic Management article inside.

Having reached this big milestone, I would like to say a big thank you
to the members of the Traffic Management Group, and in particular
to Graham Bignell our resident Traffic Expert, who was out on site
nearly every day during the installation of the measures to monitor
progress and I am enormously grateful.



There have been several accidents on Pilgrims Way West at the
bend over the last few years. To warn drivers of the bend, new
safety signage and road markings have been installed. Please do
take care and observe the speed limit on this busy road.

The Parish Council Best Kept Front Garden Competition received
many magnificent nominations from all corners of the village. With
a wide array of outstanding gardens to choose from the judges have
now selected the winning entries. I am delighted to announce that

the winner of the first prize for the best kept garden goes to Bridge Cottage
East. Full results of the competition are inside and congratulations to all those
who won prizes.

And finally, Happy Birthday to Otford Builder’s Merchants who are
celebrating 50 years of trading on the High Street. Otford
Builder’s Merchants, known locally as OBM’s for short, is an
independent family run business and was founded in Otford in 1971.

The block paving on our smart new refugeislands around the pond, and elsewhere
in the traffic scheme, was kindly donated by the builder’s merchants.
Cllr Irene Roy, Parish Chairman

Traffic Management - Part Thirteen
Last month’s article covered the completion of the measures on
Station Road, so this article will focus on the remainder of the
scheme on the High Street and Pond and some frequently asked
questions, so please do read on.

The Zebra Crossing The speed table at the crossing is designed to ensure traffic
has slowed to the new speed limit at a critical point at the primary school. Those
travelling in excess of the speed limit will find the table uncomfortable to drive
over. The Community Warden, along with others, have reported the new wider
crossing is clearing the school run more quickly, and school run traffic is much
calmer.
Note The speed table has been designed to the maximum height permissible in
Kent, which is the same height as other humps and bumps. It just doesn’t look or
feel as high due to the ramps and the gradual incline. Speed tables are known to
be as effective as other humps, they are just more comfortable to drive over,
and on a bus or main route, such as the High Street, they are the only form of
speed hump permitted. The aim of the speed table is to slow traffic to a safe
speed, rather than the excessively slow speeds required over large uncomfortable
humps. Speed tables reduce accidents by around 44%.



The Pickmoss Pinch Point Instead of two full height pavement extensions
(buildouts) the buildout opposite Pickmoss has not been built as approved. This
will be reconstructed in the October half-term (at KCC’s expense) and will be
about half the size of the flattened buildout. The pinch point is allowing
pedestrians to walk safely around the Pickmoss step as well as slowing traffic
down in this narrow section of the High Street.
Note Contrary to many fears, the pinch point is not causing undue congestion.
Inevitably, such a measure will cause teething problems until drivers become
accustomed to the new layout. These teething problems have been exacerbated
by the late arrival of the specific traffic signage from KCC. The priority system
will operate more effectively at lower more consistent traffic speeds once the
flattened buildout is reconstructed. Typically, vehicles travel at around 21mph
through a single chicane and accidents are reduced by around 29% so this new
feature should make a big difference to pedestrian safety. Please note, not
observing a Give Way is an offence, this applies to the Give Way at the pinch
point and if this results in an accident the driver will be legally responsible.
Pond Traffic-Islands The traffic island upgrades to proper crossings have
provided several smart and pedestrian-friendly safe places to cross at the heart
of the village centre. These have been warmly welcomed, particularly by our more
vulnerable members of the community.
Note Previously, only the Sevenoaks Road island was a suitable and safe crossing
point. There have been a few observations about visibility due to the vegetation
at the new enlarged Woodman refuge. The foliage will be reduced and maintained
to ensure safety. Pedestrian refuge-islands decrease pedestrian accidents by
around 40%.
20mph Speed Limit As is the case with any speed limit, not all drivers will comply,
however, 81% of drivers in a 20mph limit will be driving at under 30mph. The
physical traffic calming measures will help to enforce the speed limit, and along
with the signage and road markings will work together to slow average traffic
speeds and improve pedestrian safety. Each entry point into the 20mph limit will
have a large section of red surfacing to highlight the new limit.
Note Beware the 20mph speed limit is in force, and contrary to popular myth, you
can get a speeding ticket in a 20mph limit! The Speed Watch team has been
reinstated and will be out in force regularly reporting any drivers exceeding the
speed limit to the police. If the data proves a driver is ignoring repeated warnings,
the police can prosecute.
Overall Objectives The objective of the traffic calming scheme is to achieve
lower consistent speeds across the entire scheme, not to lower speeds
excessively at any given traffic calming feature. Research shows that lowering
traffic speeds excessively leads to more braking and acceleration which creates
noise and pollution. Lower steadier speeds in urban environments reduce pollution



as breaking and accelerating is reduced, and traffic flows more efficiently
reducing congestion.
Speed Cameras Speed cameras are not possible for our village. Fixed speed
cameras are only considered where there have been three or more fatalities or
seriously injured speed-related crashes over 1.5km stretch of road in a three -
year period. Speed cameras are seen as a last resort once all other justifiable
solutions have been exhausted, and they are only possible on a relatively
straight road. The cost per speed camera is prohibitive at between £20-40,000
and maintenance and running costs are around £8-9,000 per annum. If you would
like to find out more about why certain traffic calming measures are not
possible in some locations, please go to www.otfordpc.org.uk/trafficmanagement
and select ‘Traffic Calming Options Reviewed’.

Now that the Phase One measures have been installed, the Traffic Management
Group will be focussing on Phases Two and Three of the Traffic Calming
Scheme. Cllr Irene Roy Chairman of the Traffic Management Group

Message from Laura Trott MP
As some of you may be aware already, I am currently
running a survey to ensure Otford residents are seeing
effective improvements in transport provision locally. Rail
provision in particular is something many residents have

raised with me, and I know many people are anxious to see improved services to
London in place as soon as possible, as well as cycling paths to Sevenoaks Town.
The survey deadline has been extended to 30th September and I want to hear
from as many Otford residents as possible - so please do encourage your
neighbours to get involved too by visiting www.lauratrott.org.uk/have-yoursay.
Once the results of the survey are in, I will be having discussions with central and
local government leaders to ensure your views are heard and fed into the ongoing
work to ensure Otford is better connected. Equally, if you would like to discuss
your views in greater depth than the survey allows, or you would like to raise any
other issues with me personally, please do email me at
laura.trott.mp@parliament.uk. I can’t wait to start reading through the
responses, so thank you in advance for your responses.

Barn Dance – 2nd October
St Bartholomew’s Church are arranging a Barn Dance in Otford
Village Memorial Hall on Saturday 2nd October between 6.30pm
and 10.30pm. Tickets are £15 per adult and £40 per family to
include dancing with Abbey Capers Barn Dance Band and a hot
supper. Money raised for Church funds. Please contact Jo



Chandler on 07703 797039 or jo.chandler@live.co.uk or enquire at the Church
office to purchase tickets. As numbers will be limited, please let us know as soon
as possible if you would like to purchase tickets.

Otford Lunch Club
Otford Lunch Club, for the over 60's, now has spaces
available for local residents. We are a friendly group
which meet each Thursday from 11.45 at Otford
Memorial Hall, High Street. On arrival you will be
greeted by a volunteer who will serve you Tea/Coffee,
followed by a 2-course home cooked meal at

12.30. After dessert a raffle takes places - all for a nominal fee. If you are
interested in joining, or would like to volunteer for one of the 5 teams, then please
contact Margaret 01959 524147 or Susan 07929 440315

Otford Village Fete
After a delay of more than 18 months the Otford Village Fete
took place on August Bank Holiday Monday and it was obvious,
from the 4000 plus visitors that came along, that everyone was
just pleased to have something “joyous” to go to. The
Committee chose to keep the Olympics theme and we were
delighted with the magnificent entries we had from local
schoolchildren for our fete poster. In the end, the Fete’s
Designer Phil Clucas, chose designs from six pupils: Samuel
Batchelor/Bardot Bourgerie/James Coward/Abbie

Coston/Barney Munday and Alex Goodrich and made a montage to use to illustrate
the Fete.
It goes without saying, that putting on an event as large as the Otford Fete was
not easy in the middle of the ongoing pandemic, but the show went on and, as
always, the dogs and their owners turned out to entertain and challenge the
judges. This year we were pleased to have Beeching Animal Behaviour Consultancy
award the rosettes to the top five dogs in each category and the Sevenoaks
Branch of Guide Dogs took over the reins from Elands Veterinary Clinic to ensure
that the event was the success it always is.
With our very own “Elvis’, “Frank’ and ‘Miss Vintage’ we were also joined by the
magnificent Kemsing Singers who used the Players Hall as a backdrop to their
repertoire of classical songs.
Great food supplied by the Gourmet Griddle Company, beer supplied by The Craft
Beer Man and wine from The Portuguese cellar nourished the visitors. As a result
the team are now planning the 2022 fete, you can be sure it will be even better



as our theme, understandably, will look to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
in June.
You can learn more by going to the website:
www.otfordvillagefete.org

Front Garden Competition 2021
This is a competition which takes place annually and is run
throughout the village.  For the second year running, we invited
nominations from villagers which were judged during August.  We
visited many and varied gardens and they reflected a number of
different styles.

The winning garden was Bridge Cottage East, a very tranquil haven.  Joint second
were 38 High Street and 23 Broughton Road.  Highly commended were 56 Well
Road, 49 Greenhill Road and 7 Leonard Avenue, and commended were 23 Saxon
Close and 21/22 Twitton Meadows.
Congratulations to all those responsible for the lovely gardens, which not only
brought a smile to the judges faces, but I am sure must also bring pleasure to
neighbours and passers-by.  Thank you for all your efforts, they are very much
appreciated.
Hopefully with the autumn bulb planting season getting underway, there will be
some lovely gardens to watch in the springtime too, not only for buds bursting
forth, but also for insects and wildlife to enjoy as well.

Are you under the Otford Society’s Umbrella?
What can being ‘Under our umbrella’ mean to your club or society?
It means that all our many Otford Society members will read your news; that we
will be there to offer you advice and support in mounting your projects or displays;
and that you have a popular medium to promote your special events.
Take a look at www.otfordsociety.org.uk/umbrella to check that you are
included. Local shops and online businesses are also listed at
www.otfordsociety.org.uk/umbrella/otford-business-directory.
Email editor@otfordsociety.org.uk to include your news or events you’d like us to
publicise.



Fitness Workshop

Come along and try our classes in Otford Rec
Ground to shake up your fitness. We run
bootcamp/HIIT/circuit classes that change every
time you come along to keep your fitness goals fun!!
Classes run weekly in the days and evenings.
1-2-1 & small group Personal training also available.

Find details on our website www.thefitnessworkshop.net or find us at Cass
Osborne at The Fitness Workshop or call us on 0797 6277258

Otford Road Friends
Covid restrictions may now have been lifted but be assured that our Road
Friends are still there to help if you’re ill or self-isolating or need support for
any other reason. If you don’t know who your Road Friend is, email
roadfriends@otfordsociety.org.uk.

Pilates with Liz
Liz will be running a new weekly Pilates
class aimed at the over 40s which
started in September from 10-11am in
the Club Room at the Memorial
Hall. Liz is passionate about keeping
people moving with ease throughout
life and Pilates is a wonderful way of
building strength, flexibility and
balance whatever age you may be. She

is specialised in Pilates for common orthopaedic conditions such back pain, joint
pain, osteoporosis, osteoarthritis etc. and will be keeping the classes small so that
everyone will receive individual attention and modifications to suit them. Classes
will be £7 per session. Contact Liz on 07922 100077 or
liz_pilates@btinternet.com for more details.

Shoreham and Otford Cricket Club enjoys an incredible season
In its first full season after the merger between Shoreham and
Otford cricket clubs which took place in 2020, the club has had
an exceptionally vibrant and successful season. This is a huge
achievement at a time when many village cricket clubs have seen
their playing numbers dwindle and the number of recreational

cricketers has fallen by 30% in the last ten years according to the ECB. We are
particularly pleased that the junior section has thrived this year, growing from



30 kids in 2020 to 67 in 2021; nearly all of the children come from the two
parishes. Further growth is planned for the coming season.
Our senior teams performed well, finishing mid-table in divisions 3,5 and 7 and
the Sunday team won most of their games.  Special thanks are owed to so many
club members for making this one of our most successful seasons in recent years:
Johnny Pyman, Grant Scandling, Ray Trick, Alex Hofmann, Billy Daus and of course
our Chairman, Bob Stacey, supported by his wife Sue, who convinced the
Committee to build a bar in the pavilion at Shoreham and then worked tirelessly,
every week to make it a huge success. Last but not least, we would like to thank
our loyal sponsors, The Mount Vineyard and The Darenth, as well as welcoming
new sponsors Sevenoaks Prep School and The New Beacon School.
The club is always looking for new members, both senior and junior (aged 6-15).

Email seniors: soccavailabilities@gmail.com
Email juniors: alex.hofmann@fisglobal.com
Website: www.socc.uk

Otford Trail Runners
A very friendly and supportive mixed group for all abilities and ages
that enjoy or would like to start running the beautiful trails around
Sevenoaks. We organise regular weekly runs and try to beat your PB
by taking part in our monthly 10-mile U2UC handicap trail race with
staggered starts based on your PB, starting and finishing at the
Uranus pillar Otford, via Shoreham, Lullingstone and Shoreham

Woods. Please contact Dominic Tomlinson on 07990 745282
/dominictomlinson@hotmail.co.uk if you fancy joining us for a run!

Otford Lawn Tennis Club
Otford Lawn Tennis Club are looking for new members and the
cost of membership will be reduced to £60 for adults, £15 for
juniors and £115 for families up until 31 March 2022. We have
a comprehensive coaching programme starting in September for
juniors of all ages and abilities after school on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturday mornings. We are also

starting tots tennis (with an adult) for pre-school children aged 3-5 and adult
cardio tennis on Monday and Friday mornings. To find out more details about these
courses and to book your place, please go to
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/KineticTennisCoaching and to find out more
information about the Tennis Club and membership please go to
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OtfordLawnTennisClub.



Online history talks by the Otford 'Zoom Into History Group’
Following the recent popular free-to-view history talks organised
by the Otford-based 'Zoom Into History' group further FREE
online talks using 'Zoom' are planned for Wednesday 27th
October and Wednesday 24th November starting at 7.30pm.

Each will be about a different aspect of Otford's history and heritage and will
be by Nick Rushby and Alan Williams. Talks will last approximately 45 minutes
and are followed by questions and friendly audience input. Details of the talks
are:

Wednesday 27th October at 7.30pm, 'Otford Palace 1928 to 2026' by Nick
Rushby. Nick, Secretary to the Archbishop's Palace Conservation Trust (APCT),
will explore the story of the Palace from 1928 when the site and buildings were
listed as a scheduled monument, through the turbulent local politics of the
following decade and then to more recent years with the formation of the
Conservation Trust and its ongoing efforts to restore the site and remaining
buildings and create an interpretation centre for the community and visitors to
the  Valley.

Wednesday 24th November at 7.30pm, 'The Story of (probably!) the most
famous painting of Otford: "He's Cast a Shoe"' (tbc) by Alan Williams. Alan
will explore the story and accuracy (or otherwise!) of this famous 19th century
painting of Otford by the German-born artist Otto Weber, which was once on
display in the Royal Household at Sandringham.   If you are already on our email
distribution list you will automatically be emailed with further details of the
talks. If you would like to be added to the email distribution list, please email
Otford@1940.co.uk with your name and email address and the heading 'Zoom
history talks' asking for your name to be added to the list. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Summer ’21 with the Otford Society
It’s been a busy summer for the Otford Society in our first
year back! Otford Adventures drew many families to Oxenhill
Shaw & Meadow over the school holidays, encouraging children
to explore nature and enjoy the outdoors with the aid of their

wonderful map. In July they encouraged us all to visit the Otford Allotments
Open Morning and vote for our favourite scarecrow – he even visited our stall at
the Fete! Having been postponed once due to rain, the Society’s Picnic at the
Palace on August 22nd was a huge success, with families young and old relaxing
together with ice creams on a balmy afternoon next to the newly created
Labyrinth. On August Bank Holiday Monday we were out in force at the Otford



Village Fete, shouting out for the Wheel of Fortune and giving residents the
opportunity to meet the Otford Society team. We raised a magnificent £600 to
help fund our work for the village in the year ahead. A big thank you to all who
have already supported us. Finally, at the time of writing we are looking forward
to hosting over 60 Otford friends and supporters at our annual Garden Party on
September 19th, this year in the garden of Colet’s Well. Do read about all of this
and much more on our website at www.otfordsociety.org.uk. We have some major
plans for our community in the year ahead and would like to know your views. If
you haven’t already signed up with us, you can do so at
https://otfordsociety.org.uk/membership.

Race Night
The Otford Society will be running this fundraising event at
7pm in the Memorial Hall on Friday November 12th, so put
the date in your diary now. If you have never been to Ascot
and always wondered what all the fuss was about, then try
Otford Races first! Entry to the event will be £5.00 per

person payable on the night. Doors open at 6.45pm and the first race, one of
eight, will take place at 7.15pm. More information will be available in the
November Otford Parish Newsletter and on the Otford Society website –
www.otfordsociety.org.uk.

Help turn Otford Station back to its blooming best!
As many of you may well remember, Otford Station has had
a reputation for beautiful flower beds in the past. Now, I am
sure you will agree, the station is looking rather tired and in
need of tender loving care in this regard.
I am the Otford representative of the Darent Valley

Community Rail Partnership (DVLPS) which looks after the stations between
Swanley and Sevenoaks. They are shortly donating a metal planter and compost
to each station as a starting point in revitalizing their appearance and get our
stations back to their blooming best. They and Southern Railways are pledged to
give assistance to these projects. Apart from planters on the platforms, Otford
has a bank behind the down platform which has been a magnificent bed of flowers
in the past. If you are interested in volunteering to turn Otford Station back to
its best, please contact me on 01959 524120 (email:
nick.fothergill1204@outlook.com)



Otford-Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
Our next Social Gathering will be at the Woodman Pub in Otford
on the evening of Monday 18th October from 7.30 pm. Looking
forward to seeing you there.

'The Festival of Britain' comes to Otford library in September.
2021 is the 70th anniversary of the 'Festival of Britain' of 1951, described at
the time as a much-needed 'Tonic to the Nation'. The Festival was a nationwide
event and included events in Otford. Currently there is an exhibition in Otford
library celebrating the Festival and its local legacy. Do drop in and take a look now
the Library has re-opened. You can be assured of a warm welcome. The exhibition
is organised by a local Otford-based group from the '1940s society' who would
love to receive and memories or photographs you might have about the 1951
festival, either in Otford or elsewhere, for example London’s South Bank and
Battersea Pleasure Grounds where the main London events were held. The group
can be contacted by email at Otford@1940.co.uk

Otford Oast WI
The Otford Oast WI will be holding its next meeting on Thursday
21st October at 9.30am in the Otford Village Memorial Hall. The
speaker will be John Halligan who is a qualified City of London Guide.
He will be talking about the Lord Mayor of the City of London
If you are interested in joining the WI please go along and speak to

the members.
Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir

The Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir are looking for new members.
They are a friendly choir who have fun singing together. This
season’s programme includes Vivaldi – Gloria, Mozart – Requiem
and Karl Jenkins – The Armed Man. If you are interested see
‘JOIN US’ on the website sevenoaks-philharmonic.org.uk

Otford Library News
I am delighted that Otford library has reopened. It has been
wonderful to see customers return and to sign up ‘ new’ individuals
and families to the library .
The hours of opening are the same:-

Monday 9.00am-1.00pm
Tuesday 9.00am-12.00pm 1.00pm-5.00pm
Thursday 9.00am-1.00pm
Friday 1.00pm-5.00pm



Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm.
I hope it will not be long before popular activities such as baby bounce and
rhyme time and story time resume and will advertise them when they start up
again.’ Tel: 03000 413131    E-mail: otfordlibrary@kent.gov.uk

Come and Play
Following our successful 'Come and Play in the Park' in the

summer we have re-opened for our autumn programme on Friday
10th September 9.15am to 11.15am. We welcome any new babies,
toddlers, pre-schoolers and their carers for a busy morning of

activities, craft, Bible stories and songs and snack time. We look forward to
seeing you soon. For more information contact Elaine on any of our accounts
www.otfordchurch.com contact@otfordchurch.com church office 01959
525085

Vitality Home Health – Yoga/ Mindfulness Sessions
Vitality Home Health at The Crown PH in the High Street are
offering Yoga/Mindfulness sessions from Jess, their
resident coach.

The session runs every Thursday between 11am and 11.45am and is for all abilities
and different levels, especially for those over 55.
From 11.45 to 12 noon refreshments will be served and a chance to chat.
£10 per session. Please contact 01959 546663 or 01732 755582  for more

information.

Sevenoaks Indoor Bowling Club
Want to try your hand at indoor bowling? Now is your
chance, Sevenoaks Indoor Bowling Club, situated in
Hollybush Lane, will be holding an open day on Saturday

2nd October from 10am to 4pm. Members will be on hand
to assist you with equipment and provide advice. Should

this date not be suitable another time can be arranged. Bowls provides gentle
exercise and social contact.
Why not give it a try? See www.sevenoaksindoorbowls.co.uk for further
information

1st Otford Rainbows
Rainbows are the youngest members of Girlguiding and are girls aged 5-7. They
meet for 1 hour per week during term time with occasional activity days at
weekends. We are pleased to report that we have been able to recruit a new
leader, unit helper and unit administrator to keep our Rainbow unit open but, we



are still looking for an assistant leader, prepared to complete Girlguiding training
and help plan and run Rainbow meetings, and another unit helper to complete the
team. Girlguiding have fantastic programme resources and we have experienced
local leaders to mentor and support new volunteers.
What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.

Otford Rangers
Rangers are the oldest youth members of Girlguiding and
are for girls, aged 14-18. They meet for 1.5 hours per
week during term time with occasional activity
days/camps at weekends. We are looking for a new
volunteer(s) to help the existing leader at weekly

meetings which currently start at 7pm.

What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.

Hedges
Hedges are growing very quickly at the moment and growing over the public

footway. This can cause a nuisance to pedestrians, especially those
who have poor sight. Please check the boundaries of the property
you are in and if necessary, arrange for it to be cut back from the
footway as soon as possible. Thank you.



Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE
IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
services.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com

Most Holy Trinity RC Church - http://sevrcparish.org.uk/mht.htm

Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust merges with Otford Heritage Centre
The Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust and the Otford Heritage Centre are
delighted to announce that, after lengthy discussions, the two organisations have
agreed to merge.
The name of the Trust will be unchanged.  The objects in the care of the Otford
Heritage Centre will be known as the Otford Heritage Collection and will be
managed by a museum committee reporting to the APCT Trustees.  Considerable
progress has already been made in our application for accredited museum status.
The intention is that the Collection will move into the North West Tower of the
Palace when the conservation work is completed.  In the meanwhile, we are
working to make the Collection available online and on our educational outreach
programme – Darent History Takeaway. Further information is available on the
APCT website at https://otfordpalace.org/ and on Facebook @otfordpalace.

A website about our village history
A fantastic new website has just been launched as part of the Heritage Otford
project. (The team that designed and supplied all the heritage information boards
throughout the village). It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s
worth every penny. Anything you didn’t know or all those things you wondered
about our village – it’s all in here. Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the



Mount? – or that the lead from our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund
her ships to fight the Armada? The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an
incredibly interesting site to explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret
it.  (-and thanks to Rod and Phil for the months of work they put in to design it.)
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net

Made in Otford – St Bartholomews Church Marketplace
Please keep looking at this website as new items are added all the
time - madeinotford.org
Items include homemade food, plants and gift items

Otford Methodist and St Bartholomew’s First Steps Group
“First Steps” offers a warm friendly welcome to Mums, Dads or carers with
babies and pre-school children. Activities and stories for the children are bible
based.
‘First Steps ‘ Pre School group is pleased to announce that it started again on
8th September between 9.30am - 11.30am and will run on alternate Wednesday’s
during the school term in the Methodist Church Hall.
We are jointly run by The Methodist Church & St Bartholomew’s Church.

Palace Park Wood
Most people are now aware that Ash Die-back (ADB) has
swept across the country from Europe. It went on to infect
all of Ireland as well. There are ap[proximately 1,500 ash
trees at Palace Park Wood and all are infected with the
disease, as evidence by the large number of dead trees
that can be seen.
These dead trees will soon become a hazard to people

walking around the woods and so the Parish Council has been talking to a number
of forestry companies about removing all of them.
A local contractor has now been appointed and a permit is currently being
arranged with the Forestry Commission. They are planning on doing the felling
during September after the construction of a hard standing area off the
Sevenoaks Road to allow lorries to load the extracted timber.
It will be necessary to close parts of the woods to allow the large forestry
machinery to work without endangering the public. Signs will be posted and
fencing erected to guide visitors away from the hazardous areas.



I have been unable to find any trees resistant to ADB at Palace Park Wood,
probably because they will have been sourced from the same nursery and quite
possibly be clones. Thankfully we do have a couple of resistant Ash trees at the
recreation Ground and the very rare Manna Ash on Palace Approach which is
believed to be resistant. =- Brian Thomas -OPC Grounds Supervisor

Please do not drop litter in your village
Dropped PPE be it gloves, masks or wipes are unsanitary at the
best of times but especially still now so put them in the bin please,
also please clear up any left rubbish after the bin men have been.
There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t
expect someone else to pick up for you. And if the bins are full

please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND
BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done

Otford Medical Practice - Otford Patient Participation Group Newsletter
Blood test bottle shortage :-NHS England have advised the Practice that due to
a severe shortage in the availability of blood test bottles only blood tests for one
of the following reasons should be requested 1, Bloods that are required to
facilitate a two week wait (suspected cancer) referral 2, Bloods that are
extremely overdue and/or essential for safe prescribing of medication or
monitoring of condition 3, Bloods that if taken could avoid a hospital admission or
prevent an onward referral 4, Those with suspected sepsis or conditions with a
risk of death or disability. This means that a lot of testing for other conditions
will have to be postponed for the time being until at least 17th September.
Flu Jabs and Covid Boosters :- The Practice have reported “We are still awaiting
our flu vaccination delivery and have been advised that this is currently delayed
by 1-2 weeks due to freight movement problems. As soon as we have our delivery
we will update this page and our phone message and open clinics to booking.
Regarding Covid boosters we are still waiting for advice and instruction from NHS
England and Department of Health. Again, as soon as we have any information or
can book clinics we will update our web site. Please do not telephone the surgery
to enquire about booking these at this time”. The PPG will also publish a Newsflash.



COVID :-. A recommendation has come out from Kent County Council that:-
“Everyone should be cautious while managing risks as cases of Covid 19 remain
high .…. everyone should continue to wear face masks in public places”.
Face to Face Appointments :- The Practice has advised that the doors at Otford
have not yet been opened due to the increase in Covid positive cases. ‘’We are
trying to protect staff members and the patients and if any staff contract Covid
it could lead to staff shortages and the service being affected.’’ However,
patients are being seen face to face for appointments at Otford after being
triaged by a doctor by telephone. On arrival patients are asked if they would like
to wait in their car or outside the surgery. If health needs dictate patients can
sit in the waiting room. Under no circumstances are patients made to stand
outside and they are always given an option. Nursing appointments are currently
at Kemsing.
Appointments The Practice have reported the following regarding pre-booking of
appointments. ‘’Most pre-booked appointments are booked within 12 days. We also
have patient access appointments that can be booked the same week and book on
the day appointments. If anything is urgent it is triaged with the duty doctor on
the same day.’’ For more appointment information please visit the OMP web site.
Pharmacist:- The  Practice have recruited a pharmacist - Emilia Cox. The
Practice will not be dispensing. Emilia is currently working through patients’
records identifying patients that would benefit from having repeat dispensing and
detailed medication reviews.
Doctors and Nurses:- There have been OMP personnel changes. The current
doctor/nursing team are:- Dr Alastair Eakins, Dr Alison McGrath, Dr Rhiannon
Corke, Dr Stacey Dale, Dr Gabriel Preutu, practice nurses Josephine Wiliams,
Clare Moseley, Karen Davies, and Eleanor Davies and health care assistant Maxine
Snelgrove.
KEEP IN TOUCH For further information about PPG activities, please contact
us at:-
otfordpatients@gmail.com The PPG now has a Facebook Page to keep patients
up to date with current events, or to be kept informed of NHS changes. :-
Facebook @ Otford Patient Participation Group.

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group

The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.



Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm. Social Distancing  rules will be applied.

Go-Coach
New timetable
Route 2 will run from Otford Pond at 11.23 via Bat and Ball arriving at Sevenoaks
Bus Station at 11.32 and return from Sevenoaks Bus Station at 12.51 via Bat and
Ball arriving at Otford Pond at 12.59 Mondays to Saturdays, £2.50 for a single
journey and free for concessionary pass holders.
If Otfordians want to spend longer in Sevenoaks or travel at a different time
there will be the option of using Go2 Shared (the former taxi bus) using the
go2Sevenoaks Ap or telephoning 01732 463964 to book, with discounts of 50%
for concessionary pass holders.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most.  We have now been able to
take this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service: Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a
new freephone number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours
to 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free
to call and open for longer. We have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and
we believe that these changes should make it as easy as possible for local people
to make that first contact with us when they are in need of advice and support.
Contact details for anyone seeking advice are: Call us for free on 0808 278 7810
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk



Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
SE/21/02699 23 Tudor Drive
First floor front and rear elevations with garage

conversion to a habitable space. Roof and fenestration alterations
SE/21/02660 23 High Street
Erection of timber framed garden room
SE/21/02741 Land North of High Point, Coombe Road
Demolition of existing garage and shed and erection of 1no dwelling with
associated parking and landscaping
SE/21/02501 St Bartholomews Church, The Green
Extension to existing wall
SE/21/02218 Land South of 92 High Street
Demolition of existing block of garages, site partitioned into four plots with
erection of two detached and two semi detached houses. Amendment: Minor
change to site boundary adjacent to turning circle/boundary to Ducks Landing
(92 High Street) AND approved works to Ducks Landing added to plans (new
garage and extension)
b.Results Received
SE/21/01869 9 Hopfield Close
Removal of existing conservatory and new single storey pitch roof extension
with rooflights, convert part of the garage to a utility room Allowed
SE/21/01622 25 Hillydeal Road



Demolition of existing house. Proposed replacement house with detached double
garage with annexe accommodation above and swimming pool and associated pool
house. Allowed
SE/21/01417 69 Pilgrims Way West
Proposed detached garage Refused
SE/21/01907 2 Colets Orchard
Two storey rear extension, first floor side extension, conversion of exiting
integral garage, car port into living accommodation and alterations to
fenestration . Allowed
SE/21/01120 28 Well Road
Side and rear extensions with accommodation within the roof slopes above, new
side garage ad extensions and alterations to the main roof level including new
dormer windows. Allowed
SE/21/00919 Yew Tree Cottage, 48 High Street
Replacement of 10 windows Allowed
SE/21/02155 Hillacre, 28 Pilgrims Way East
Alterations and extension of exiting patio. Allowed
SE/21/02156 Hillacre, 28 Pilgrims Way East
Alterations to the front entrance to facilitate ground floor infill and first floor
extension over existing entrance projection. Two storey rear extension.
Alterations to fenestration and alterations to the external materials. Allowed

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money. Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks

District Council will loan you a 240-litre garden waste wheelie bin. If space is
limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre bin for £32. Contact customer services
on 01732 227000 for more details.
HS Wales Test, Tr

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations:
Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside)
Otford Dental Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside)
Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm), School House on adjoining wall to
Otford Primary School (outside)
Otford Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.



Please support your local shops

Next Parish Council Meeting:  Monday 11th October
in the Otford Village Memorial Hall

Details of all Parish Council meetings and meeting papers are on the Parish Council website
and available in the library

Clerk:  Mrs S Holt
The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, Kent TN14 5PG

Telephone/Answerphone:  01959 524808   Email: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
www.otfordpc.org.uk

Office Hours:  8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday


