Suggested proposals for Otford....
Reduce the speed limit from 30mph to 20mph on the main access
roads in the heart of the village and Pilgrims Way East.
A 20mph zone would make our streets safer, cleaner and quieter.
Expensive regulations such as lighting do not apply in a 20mph
limit this reduces cost and would allow us to introduce several
new pedestrian crossings.

We are proposing to upgrade
the zebra crossing in the
High Street with a speed
table (a flat-topped speed
hump) with a pedestrian
crossing.
There are many attractive
designs available like the
example in this photo.

We are proposing to improve
pedestrian safety at the west end of
the High Street by increasing the
width of the pavement to create a
pinch point; we may be able to
include the Pickmoss Step.
Chipstead have something similar in
the High Street near the George &
Dragon pub.

Travelling at 20mph only adds approximately 10 seconds for
each mile travelled
We only have one zebra crossing
serving the whole village. In a
20mph zone we would be able to
introduce several new safe crossing
points such as speed tables or
refuge islands with pedestrian
crossings.
These are being proposed for all
roads in the centre of the village
where we need safe access to the
many amenities Otford has to offer.

To force drivers to slow down to the
new speed limit we are proposing
road marking techniques to reduce
the width of the road. Such
measures would be suitable for
Shoreham Road and Pilgrims Way
West.
Psychological
traffic
calming
measures are also proposed to slow
drivers down (see following pages).

To make drivers more aware they are
entering a village, we are proposing
textured road services and rumble
strips for each Gateway.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
TRAFFIC CALMING
Psychological traffic calming increases driver awareness of
their surroundings using subtle and psychological tricks to
get drivers to slow down and drive more safely.

Using simple techniques such
as planting and paving to
reduce road width and to
break up sight-lines creates
uncertainty and emphasises a
change
in
environment.
Drivers feel less certain and
slow down.
The road and the built
environment determine the
right speed for the road.

The most successful measures
use red bricks to make the
road look narrower or to add
curves with small areas 'built
out' into the road with trees,
shrubs or wooden posts.

Psychological calming techniques would also smarten up the
village and make it more attractive to visitors. This in turn
could help the local economy, enhance the vitality of the
village and attract retailers, restaurants or cafes to open up
in the village.
Some examples of what can be done...........

Before and after pictures: West Meon, Hampshire

Before and after pictures: Slindon, West Sussex
Before and after pictures: Slindon, West Sussex

Look familiar?
There
are
many
such
examples in the heart of the
village.
Imagine how the
techniques
above
could
improve the look of this street
scene.

