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Chairman’s Update
I am delighted to announce the Parish Council has two new
members, Mrs Rachel Evans and Mr Phillip Riches.  Rachel and
Phillip were co-opted onto the Council at its November
meeting and bring Council numbers to full strength.  Our new
Councillors bring a range of skills and experience which will
complement the team and we look forward to working with
them.  As we move towards the end of the year, the Council

will be looking at projects for next year, if there is anything you would like us to
consider, please do get in touch with the Clerk, details on the back page.

Network Rail has succeeded in its bid to close the
footpath crossing at Otford Station, this will be
replaced with a new stepped footbridge. A convincing
case was made against closing the crossing at a Public
Inquiry over the summer where the crossings excellent

safety record of over 158 years was robustly defended.  Despite strong
opposition,  the might of Network Rail’s legal team won the argument to have
footpath SR49 diverted over a new stepped footbridge.  Network Rail has stated
that the footpath crossing will not be closed until the new bridge has been built,
when we have more details we will let you know.  Well done to Phil Clucas, Martin
Williamson and Barry Davies who put together the excellent and well researched
Statement of Case against Network Rail’s proposals and presented at the Inquiry.



The outstanding items for Phase One of the traffic calming scheme,
and modifications to the Pinch Point on the High Street, were
completed as planned during the October half-term. For further
details, please see the Traffic Management article inside.

The Parish Council has joined forces with the Otford
Society to light up all the shops in the village.  Many
years ago, a number of High Street shops put up a string
of attractive lightbulbs along the front of their shops.
We are now going to extend the warm glow they provide

when the evenings draw in during the winter months to all our shops, including the
Parade and Yvonne’s.  We hope the lighting will be welcomed by all and help to
light up your journeys on foot as well as show our shops are open for business.

As this is the last Newsletter before the end of
the year, I would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year on behalf of the Parish Council.
Cllr Irene Roy, Parish Council Chairman

Traffic Management - Part Fifteen
The outstanding items for Phase One of the traffic calming
scheme, and reconstruction of the over-runnable buildout at the
Pickmoss Pinch Point, were completed as planned during the
October half-term.

The Parish Council has raised a number of concerns with KCC,
specifically about the visibility of some of the signage and the size of the
reflective strips on the timber bollards.  It is expected that these will be
identified as ‘issues’ in the soon to be conducted 3rd Road Safety Audit.
The independent audit (the third in a series of audits) covers all the traffic
calming measures installed, including road markings and signage. Once KCC
Highways has reviewed the findings of the audit, and any recommendations made
have been carried out, the traffic measures will be adopted by KCC as the local
highway authority.



Now that the Phase One measures are complete, the Traffic Group will focus on
delivering Phase Two (Pilgrims Way East & Sevenoaks Road) and Phase Three
(Pilgrims Way West) of the Traffic Calming Scheme.  Progress on the
development of the remaining phases will follow in the new year.

A staggering number of vehicles pass through Otford High Street every day,
around 9,500, in excess of 650,000 vehicles  since the measures have been in
situ. Inevitably, there have been some teething problems as road users become
accustomed to the new lay-outs, but this is to be expected after a new road lay-
out has been installed.

You may have noticed that an accident occurred at 9.00am on Sunday 31st
October at the Pickmoss Pinch Point when an elderly person simply did not see
the buildout and drove straight into it.  I am pleased to report that whilst the
occupants of the vehicle were shaken up, no one  was unhurt.  Eyewitnesses have
reported that the driver was not speeding, and no other vehicles were involved.
To ensure the Pinch Point warnings are visible in all scenarios, the Parish Council
has spoken to KCC to ask for improvements and reluctantly for the timber
bollards to be replaced with standard reflective bollards. - Cllr Irene Roy,
Chairman of the Traffic Management Group

Tree of Light
The Tree of Light service will take place on Friday 10th December at
7.00pm in St Bartholomew’s Church and on the Village Green. Following
the service there will be refreshments offered in the St
Bartholomew’s Church Centre. Labels for you to write your message on
are available from the Parish Council Office. If you cannot get into the

office during opening hours (8.30am – 12.30pm) then please phone up and we will
write your card for you. Cheques for your donation need to be made out to Hospice
in The Weald. The Tree of Light will remain lit up until after the New Year.

Otford Parish Council
The Parish Council office will be closed from Monday 20th
December and re-open after the New Year on Tuesday 2nd

January 2022. Full details will be posted on the office window

Community Speedwatch
If you would like to participate in helping to run the village
community Speedwatch. Please can you register your interest
by emailing or phoning the Parish Council Office with details of

daytime/afternoon availability. Thank you.



Children... Watch Out... the Otford Elves are about...
and they have gone ‘CRACKERS’ and can’t wait to tell you
their awfully awful Christmas Jokes. As part of the Otford
Society inspired Christmas Elf Trail, shop windows
throughout the village are displaying posters with
Christmas jokes on them. Children from 3 to 93 are invited
to look in the window and find the hidden elf holding the
joke’s punchline. Those of primary school age can claim a
prize by retelling any one of the trail's 25 jokes to a
shopkeeper displaying a 'Free Prize' poster in their

doorway. The event runs from Wednesday 1st December until Christmas Eve...
when all Elves have to be back at base with Santa! Like last year’s successful
Snow Dome Trail, we hope this will encourage families to support Otford's valued
retailers during this time of economic uncertainty.

Forget-me-not Cafes- Coming to Otford February
2022
Forget-me-not Cafes are sponsored by the Sevenoaks Area
Dementia Friendly Community Charity, we provide Forget-
me-not Cafes across the Sevenoaks District, Forget-me-

note's singing group and Forget-me-not Allotment plot. We provide companionship
over a cuppa, peer support and entertaining activities for people living with
memory loss and dementia, their partners and or carers. Our Cafes are free to
attend, they are informal and fun, and each cafe currently operates once per
month in Sevenoaks, Westerham, Hildenborough and Edenbridge . We are
excited and really looking forward to making new friends in Otford supported by
the Parish Council and your local Community Warden Paul. The grand opening of
the first Otford Forget-me-not Cafe is 24th February 2022 from 11am to
12.30pm in the Otford Village Memorial Hall. If you require physical or personal
support, please come with a family member or a carer . We provide lashings of
tea and cake so please make us aware of all allergies before you attend. You can
find out more at www.forgetmenotcafe.org.uk , contact us
at forgetmenot.sadfc@gmail.com or call Elaine on 07946534475 or Amelia on
07580601182.

Calling all Volunteers Forget-me-not Cafe's are looking for
10 volunteers to help us at the NEW Forget-me-not Cafe in
Otford from February 2022. Our Cafes are free to attend.
We need your help to set up the hall, prepare and serve
refreshments and tidy up after the session. You will make



people welcome and generally enjoy a lovely morning providing companionship over
a cuppa for people living with memory loss and dementia, their partners or
carers. You can join in the activities with our patrons and enjoy the
entertainment. This is a very rewarding two hours, once per month giving you the
opportunity to give back to older people living in your community. We are having
a Volunteers information event at the Parish Council Offices, Otford on 11th
January 2022 at 11am, where you can find out all about Forget-me-not Cafes,
what we do across the Sevenoaks District and how you can help. Please
contact forgetnenot.SADFC@gmail.com or the Otford Parish Clerk, if you would
like to come to the information morning or find out more. Our website
is www.forgetmenotcafe.org.uk where you can also find a 'contact us'
form. Forget-me-not Cafes are provided by The Sevenoaks Area Dementia
Friendly Community Charity. We look forward to hearing from you.

Girlguiding Otford Christmas Post 2021
Sadly, given that Covid cases are on the increase again, we have
decided that to safeguard our Brownies, Guides, Leaders,
parents, and helpers, it is not possible for us to run our Post
Box service this Christmas.
If you’d like to see what we get up to, please follow our social

media. You can ‘like’ the Girlguiding Knole Division Facebook page or follow us on
Instagram @2ndotfordbrownies and @girlguidingknoledivision. We have thriving
popular Brownie, Guide and Ranger units in the village and if you would like to join
the fun as a volunteer or add your daughter to a waiting list, please register via
the main Girlguiding website and we will be in touch.
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and sending best wishes for 2022.

Otford Primary School's PTFA Christmas Bazaar
The Otford Primary School Christmas Bazaar will take place on
Saturday 4th December from 12pm to 3pm.
There will be lots of fun things to enjoy including an
outdoor Christmas market, a Winter Wonderland Grotto,
festive mulled wine and hot chocolate as well as other

light refreshments, face painting, silent auction, a raffle and lots of fun games
for the children to play. We look forward to seeing you there



The ‘1940s Society’ meetings return to Otford!
The 1940s Society is pleased to announce its bi-monthly
meetings will resume from January 2022. Initially these will
be available online only using Zoom and will be free-to-view.
The first Zoom meeting will be on Wednesday 26th January
2022 starting at 7.30pm when Alan Williams will give a talk

entitled “Doodlebugs over Kent and London in 1944”. Alan will look at the ‘V1’
attacks on Britain which began shortly after ‘D Day’ and some of the consequences
of these. If you are already on the email distribution list to receive details of the
recent ‘Otford Zoom into History’ talks, you will automatically receive the Zoom
login details shortly before the talk. If you are not on the email distribution list
but wish to be added please send an email to Otford@1940.co.uk with your name
and email address and the heading ‘1940s talk’. Details of the programme for the
remainder of 2022 will be available from early in the new year. We look forward
to seeing you in January!

“We’re dreaming of a Green Christmas”: Otford Society Photo Competition
With COP26 fresh in all our minds, the Otford Society wants

to encourage you to make this year your most eco-friendly and
substantiable Christmas yet. So, look around our village and see
where we have made changes to help, such as planting trees or
installing environmentally friendly bins. You might even include

an elf! Be creative and show us where our village could do more to help Planet
Earth for our grandchildren. Nothing is off limits – just make sure it’s visually
appealing. To submit your photo, upload it to Instagram, Twitter or Facebook
using the hashtag #greenchristmasotford. In using this hashtag, you are
consenting to entering our competition. If you should be chosen as one of the
winners, we reserve the right to display your photo on our website and social
media. The closing date for the competition will be Sunday 28 February.

Otford Village Fete
Our 2022 Village Fete will be held on Saturday 28th May. This is
a departure, unfortunately, from our usual May Bank Holiday
Monday date due to the one-off four-day break planned to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in early June. Whilst we
did consider moving, again next year to the August Bank Holiday

Monday the general consensus was that the May date if preferable for several
reasons. Early in the new year we will publish further details and our plans for
our 2022 village fete.



Fitness Workshop
Come along and try our classes in Otford Rec
Ground to shake up your fitness. We run
bootcamp/HIIT/circuit classes that change every
time you come along to keep your fitness goals fun!!
Classes run weekly in the days and evenings and on
zoom.
1-2-1 & small group Personal training also available.

Find details on our website www.thefitnessworkshop.net or find us at Cass
Osborne at The Fitness Workshop or call us on 0797 6277258

Pilates with Liz
Liz is running a weekly Pilates class aimed at the over
40s on Tuesdays between 9.30am and 11.15am in the
Club Room at the Memorial Hall. Liz is passionate about
keeping people moving with ease throughout life and
Pilates is a wonderful way of building strength,
flexibility and balance whatever age you may be. She is

specialised in Pilates for common orthopaedic conditions such back pain, joint pain,
osteoporosis, osteoarthritis etc. and will be keeping the classes small so that
everyone will receive individual attention and modifications to suit them. Classes
will be £7 per session. Contact Liz on 07922 100077 or
liz_pilates@btinternet.com for more details.
Email seniors: soccavailabilities@gmail.com
Email juniors: alex.hofmann@fisglobal.com
Website: www.socc.uk

Otford Trail Runners
A very friendly and supportive mixed group for all abilities and ages
that enjoy or would like to start running the beautiful trails around
Sevenoaks. We organise regular weekly runs and try to beat your PB
by taking part in our monthly 10-mile U2UC handicap trail race with
staggered starts based on your PB, starting and finishing at the
Uranus pillar Otford, via Shoreham, Lullingstone and Shoreham

Woods. Please contact Dominic Tomlinson on 07990 745282
/dominictomlinson@hotmail.co.uk if you fancy joining us for a run!



Otford Lawn Tennis Club
We still play tennis throughout the winter months under
floodlights in the evenings and we have a comprehensive
coaching programme for adults and children of all abilities. If
you would like more information about the tennis club,
membership and the coaching courses available, please go to
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/otfordlawntennisclub

See below re Cardio Tennis

‘The Festival of Britain' in Otford library.
2021 is the 70th anniversary of the 'Festival of Britain' of 1951, described at
the time as a much-needed 'Tonic to the Nation'. The Festival was a nationwide
event and included events in Otford. Currently there is an exhibition in Otford
library celebrating the Festival and its local legacy. Do drop in and take a look now
the Library has re-opened. You can be assured of a warm welcome. The exhibition
is organised by a local Otford-based group from the '1940s society' who would
love to receive and memories or photographs you might have about the 1951
festival, either in Otford or elsewhere, for example London’s South Bank and
Battersea Pleasure Grounds where the main London events were held. The group
can be contacted by email at Otford@1940.co.uk



Otford Oast WI
Otford Oast  will be holding their Christmas Meeting and Birthday
Party on Thursday 9th December at 9.30 in the Otford Village
Memorial Hall. The entertainment will be provided by professional
harpist Margaret Watson. Anyone interested in attending as a
visitor should contact otfordoastwi@mail.com

Otford Kumon Study Centre
Maths, English and Japanese for children of any age
Wednesday 3pm – 6pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall.
Kumon builds foundation and confidence in students

academically in preparation for exams. To unlock your child’s potential, book a
free assessment by calling 01322 523213 or e-mailing
otford@kumoncentre.co.uk or to find out about the programme visit
kumon.co.uk.

Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir
The Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir are looking for new members.
They are a friendly choir who have fun singing together. This
season’s programme includes Vivaldi – Gloria, Mozart – Requiem
and Karl Jenkins – The Armed Man. If you are interested see
‘JOIN US’ on the website sevenoaks-philharmonic.org.uk

Otford Library News
‘It has been lovely welcoming more people back to the library and also
joining individuals and families who have moved into the area. It has
been especially nice to have the Festival of Britain display by Alan
Williams  which has been much admired. I am very pleased to say that

Otford library’s ‘ Talk time’ group has restarted again on Monday mornings
between 11.30am-12.30pm. We would love to welcome new members to this very
friendly group which provides a chance to relax and meet other people. Please do
contact the library for more details or just come along and be assured of a warm
welcome. The hours of opening are the same:- Monday 9.00am-1.00pm
Tuesday 9.00am-12.00pm 1.00pm-5.00pmThursday 9.00am-1.00pm
Friday 1.00pm-5.00pm Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm.
I would like to finish by wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New
Year and I look forward to seeing my regulars and lots of new villagers in 2022.
Lorraine.

This Photo by Unknown



Come and Play
Between 9.15am to 11.15am. We welcome any new babies,

toddlers, pre-schoolers and their carers for a busy morning of
activities, craft, Bible stories and songs and snack time. We

look forward to seeing you soon. For more information contact Elaine on any of
our accounts www.otfordchurch.com contact@otfordchurch.com church office
01959 525085

Vitality Home Health – Yoga/ Mindfulness Sessions
Vitality Home Health at The Crown PH in the High
Street are offering Yoga/Mindfulness sessions from
Jess, their resident coach.
The session runs every Thursday between 11am and

11.45am and is for all abilities and different levels, especially for those over 55.
From 11.45 to 12 noon refreshments will be served and a chance to chat.
£10 per session. Please contact 01959 546663 or 01732 755582  for more
information.

New Fraud Hotline
A new  emergency hotline has been launched for people to report and check
financial scams as they happen. A potential victim who dials 159 will automatically
connected to their bank’s fraud prevention service. Anyone who receives a call or
message from somebody claiming to be from a trusted organisation and who
suggests money should be transferred is being urged to hang up and call 159.
This service is being promoted by Stop Scams UK – a coalition of banking and
technology companies. Banks that are taking part include Barclays, Lloyds
(including Halifax and Bank of Scotland), Nat West (including Royal Bank of
Scotland and Ulster Bank), Santander and Starling Bank, Nationwide Building
Society will be joining but also has its own version and TSB will join later.

Kemsing Singers
The Kemsing Singers returning Concert is “A Carol for
Christmas”, on Saturday 11th December 2021 at 7.30 pm, St
Edith Hall, Kemsing TN15 6NA. With carols old and new and the
Hilden Brass, to start your Christmas season joyfully. In aid of
Slide Away, a charity supporting bereaved children. Tickets £10,

U18 £5, call 01959 523752. www.kemsingsingers.com.



The Otford Society needs your support
If you haven’t already done so, please go to
https://otfordsociety.org.uk/membership to register your email
address with us. It’s the best way to ensure you receive a digital
copy of our regular newsletter, Village Voice, and get advance
notice of our Annual General Meeting, to be held in the spring.
While all Otford residents are automatically members of the

Society, we still need your support. We will be announcing a new scheme in 2022
whereby households can make a modest donation to help us carry on the work
we’ve been doing since we were relaunched last year. In the meantime, we wish
the whole village community a happy Christmas season, and the very best for the
year to come.

Village Voice
The Otford Society’s end of year newsletter has been sent out to all those on our
email list and is also available to download from our website here:
www.otfordsociety.org.uk/news. For those who would prefer a printed copy, you
can pick one for free from the Parish Office, Yvonne’s in Telston Lane, Otford
Dry Cleaners in the Parade and the Pharmacy. Do make sure you read it to find
out what we’ve been up to since our last newsletter and, more importantly, what
our plans are for 2022!

Otford Rangers
Rangers are the oldest youth members of Girlguiding and
are for girls, aged 14-18. They meet for 1.5 hours per
week during term time with occasional activity
days/camps at weekends. We are looking for a new
volunteer(s) to help the existing leader at weekly

meetings which currently start at 7pm.

What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.



Hedges
Hedges are growing very quickly at the moment and growing over
the public footway. This can cause a nuisance to pedestrians,
especially those who have poor sight. Please check the boundaries
of the property you are in and if necessary, arrange for it to be
cut back from the footway as soon as possible. Thank you.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass, they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE
IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Outside Lights in Otford – a resident’s perspective
Following the conclusion of COP26 in Glasgow, the increasing awareness of global
warming and the desire to create a greener future, I wonder if residents of
Otford could act together by reviewing their usage of their outside lighting.
I realise how lucky I am to live in a house overlooking our lovely Darent Valley and
when we first moved in, we could look over the village of an evening and only see
the odd twinkling light.  In stark contrast in 2021 we overlook a valley awash with
lights and one has to wonder if these are really necessary.
Many of the new houses being built seem to have uplighters and downlighters
which cause terrible light pollution in the village environment and also upwards
into the night sky.
Of course we do have to consider safety, but there are options to do this now
with solar powered lights that also have motion sensors so that the lights are
only activated when movement is sensed rather than constantly beaming into
gardens often throughout the hours of darkness.  Solar powered lights are also
greener in that they don't consume power from the grid and our power stations.
Reducing the use of outside lighting alone would be a small step to regain the
village atmosphere we have lost through overuse of outside lighting.



Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
services and social distancing and mask wearing requirements.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com

Most Holy Trinity RC Church - http://sevrcparish.org.uk/mht.htm

St Bartholomew’s Church Christmas Services
Sunday 12th December at 7pm – Choir Christmas Concert
Sunday 19th December at 6.30pm – Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Eve – 11.30 Midnight Communion (Carols from 11.10pm)
Christmas Day – 10.30am – Christmas Family Worship

Otford Evangelical Church Christmas Activities
Otford Evangelical Church warmly invites you to join with them in
celebrating the birth of Jesus this Christmas at any of these
times.
 Sunday 19th December at 11am and 5pm for Carols by
Candlelight

 Christmas Day at 10am - Service
 Boxing Day at 11am for ‘All age Christmas Service’

Most Holy Trinity RC Church Christmas Services
Sunday 12th December at 7pm – Service of Carols and Readings
Christmas Eve at 7.30pm – Carols, followed at 8pm by Vigil Mass
of Christmas.
Christmas Day at 9.30am – Christmas Day Mass

Otford Methodist Church
Otford Methodist Church are holding a Memorial Service on
Sunday 12th December at 6.30pm to remember friends and
family who have died. All are welcome

Please see The Church’s Christmas Card posted through your door for all details
of Christmas Services.



Are you under the Otford Society’s Umbrella?
This directory on our website (https://otfordsociety.org.uk/umbrella#clubs) is
fast becoming the hub that people visit to find out what’s going on in Otford.
Recent additions from organisations seeking new members include the Otford Art
Club, Shoreham and Otford Cricket Club, Otford Lawn Tennis Club, Otford Lunch
Club and the Zoom into History Group. We’re keen to promote everything that’s
happening in our village, including listing forthcoming meetings and events in
our online calendar. Let’s be hearing from you! Email editor@otfordsociety.org.uk.

A website about our village history
It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s worth every penny. Anything
you didn’t know or all those things you wondered about our village – it’s all in here.
Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the Mount? – or that the lead from
our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund her ships to fight the Armada?
The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an incredibly interesting site to
explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret it.
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net

Otford Methodist and St Bartholomew’s First Steps Group
“First Steps” offers a warm friendly welcome to Mums, Dads or

carers with babies and pre-school children. Activities and stories
for the children are bible based.
The next meetings are on the 1st and 15th December and 12th and

26th January between 9.30am - 11.30am in the Methodist Church Hall.
We are jointly run by The Methodist Church & St Bartholomew’s Church.

St Barts Zoom talk in January – ‘Wish You Were Here’
St Bartholomew’s Church is delighted that Ed Thompson
will be sharing highlights of his collection of old postcards
from Otford and nearby villages to raise funds for the
church. The presentation is on Sunday 9th January at
5pm. It will be on zoom and tickets will cost £5. To book
please e-mail eventsstbarts@gmail.com or phone 07928

121930 by no later than 5pm on Saturday 8th January.



Please do not drop litter in your village
Dropped PPE be it gloves, masks or wipes are unsanitary at the
best of times but especially still now so put them in the bin please,
also please clear up any left rubbish after the bin men have been.
There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t
expect someone else to pick up for you. And if the bins are full,

please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP YOUR VILLAGE AND
BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas
so please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him
for all his hard work supporting ours and other villages most
vulnerable residents. Well Done.

Christmas tree recycling
After this year’s festivities have ended, Sevenoaks District Council
can collect and recycle your real Christmas tree for free throughout
January. The Council will collect trees with a trunk of up to 90mm (3.5
inches) in diameter with its Garden Waste Collection Service until the

end of January. Simply leave your tree by the boundary of your property, where
you’d usually put your refuse and recycling sacks, by 7am on the day the Council’s
Garden Waste Collection service visits your road. The good news is that all the
trees will be turned into environmentally friendly compost. For this reason, the
Council cannot take trees that are decorated or in pots or stands. If your tree is
too big for this service, you can take it to one of Kent County Council’s Household
Waste Recycling sites. Call KCC on 03000 417373 for locations and opening times
or visit www.kent.gov.uk.

Christmas Refuse Collections
There are no changes to the normal refuse collections over
Christmas and New Year thanks to the staff who have agreed to
work. Many thanks to them.

Chemist Rota
Otford Pharmacy will open again after Christmas on Wednesday 29th

December until 31st December and then re-open after the new
year on Tuesday 4th January



Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group

The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during this time. If you need transport to medical
appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931 to see if
they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am to 12
noon.

Household Recycling Waste Site – now open
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use.To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm. Social Distancing  rules will be applied.

Go-Coach
New timetable

Route 2 will run from Otford Pond at 11.23 via Bat and Ball arriving
at Sevenoaks Bus Station at 11.32 and return from Sevenoaks Bus
Station at 12.51 via Bat and Ball arriving at Otford Pond at 12.59
Mondays to Saturdays, £2.50 for a single journey and free for

concessionary pass holders.
If Otfordians want to spend longer in Sevenoaks or travel at a different time
there will be the option of using Go2 Shared (the former taxi bus) using the
go2Sevenoaks Ap or telephoning 01732 463964 to book, with discounts of 50%
for concessionary pass holders.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Otford Medical Practice – Patient Participation Group

Have you a few hours to spare each month?

Our PPG are a friendly bunch who hold regular meetings to discuss how we can
best help our Practice (OMP) to communicate information to, and gather views
from, patients, aiming to improve the patient / practice experience. This might
mean distributing newsletters or leaflets, helping to organize health related
events to raise funds and undertaking patient surveys. We also participate in
NHS activities including working within our Primary Care Network (PCN),
consulting with local and Kent wide PPG groups, providing input to new systems
development projects, discussing, and communicating general health issues and



government initiatives/policies and how they may affect our local community.
We need your skills and time!!

Perhaps you have a little spare time or are recently retired and would like to put
your knowledge and experience to good use on a voluntary basis to help our local
community? If you have a financial, IT, business, or medical background - or
simply have a ‘can do’ attitude and are willing to get involved, we would really like
to hear from you. We are particularly looking for help with our secretarial and
simple bookkeeping tasks.

To find out more, please contact Ken Cardinal, our chairperson, via e-mail at
ken@cardinals.co.uk.

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most.  We have now been able to
take this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service: Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a
new freephone number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours
to 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free
to call and open for longer. We have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and
we believe that these changes should make it as easy as possible for local people
to make that first contact with us when they are in need of advice and support.
Contact details for anyone seeking advice are: Call us for free on 0808 278 7810
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk



 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Crime Prevention Matters
We would just like to remind you to be aware of the following so

that criminals don’t enjoy their Christmas at your expense.
 Keep your presents out of sight in your car and house. If they
can be seen they can be stolen. Keep curtains pulled.

 Always close windows and lock all doors when going out and check car is also
locked.

 Park in a well-lit area or an attended car park.
 If going away, consider using timer switches, cancel milk and papers and

ask a neighbour to keep an eye on the house. Don’t leave your curtains pulled
however as that is a sure sign. And also make sure your sheds and garages
are protected as well.

 Only open your door after identifying the caller.
 Do not keep large amounts of cash at home or carry large amounts of cash

around with you.
 If you are offered a quality product at a bargain price, ensure the source

is genuine.
 In an emergency always dial 999
 To confidentially report information about crime call Crimestoppers on

0800 555111
 Non – urgent crime reporting number is 101

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
SE/21/03404 Appleby, 3, Greenhill Road
Demolition of existing dwelling, erection of 2 detached 5

bed dwellings with the associated outbuildings, access and landscaping.
SE/21/03459 Valley View, Pilgrims Way West
Two storey side and rear extension with rooflight and Juliet balcony,
alterations to fenestration and replacement of concrete plain tiles to first floor
walls with clay plain tiles.
21/03534 Claremont House, Shoreham Road
Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of two storey rear extension with
associated works.



b.Results Received
SE/21/02660 23 High Street
Erection of timber framed garden room Allowed
SE/21/02699 23 Tudor Drive
First floor front and rear extensions with garage conversion to a habitable
space. Roof, fenestration alterations and open porch Allowed
SE/21/02741 Land north of High Point, Coombe Road
Demolition of existing garage and shed and erection of 1 no dwelling with
associated parking and landscaping. Refused
SE/21/02501 St Bartholomew’s Church, The Green
Extension to existing wall Allowed

Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money. Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks

District Council will loan you a 240-litre garden waste wheelie bin. If space is
limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre bin for £32. Contact customer services
on 01732 227000 for more details.
HS Wales Test, Tr

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations:
Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside)
Otford Dental Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside)
Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm), School House on adjoining wall to
Otford Primary School (outside)
Otford Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.

Newsletter deadline
The Feb issue deadline is Monday 17th January

Please support your local shops this Christmas
Please remember your local shops in this festive time of year.
Get presents from our lovely individual village shops, have your
beauty treatments and dine out in our cafes, restaurant or pubs.
Support your local businesses and keep them here.



The Chairman, Parish Councillors, Clerk and Assistant Clerk wish you all a
very happy, restful, and peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Next Parish Council Meetings:  Monday 13th December & Monday 10th

January
in the Otford Village Memorial Hall

Details of all Parish Council meetings and meeting papers are on the Parish Council website
and available in the library

Clerk:  Mrs S Holt
The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, Kent TN14 5PG

Telephone/Answerphone:  01959 524808   Email: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
www.otfordpc.org.uk

Office Hours:  8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday


