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Twinned with NeufchaTel-Hardelot

___________________________________________________________

Chairman’s Update

March 2022 marks the 10th anniversary of the signing of the Otford-
Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Charter in Otford.  To commemorate
the anniversary, the coat of arms for the town will now feature on
the cover of the Parish Newsletter. The Otford-Neufchatel-
Hardelot Twinning Association will be holding an event on the evening

of Saturday 14th May to celebrate the anniversary.  For further details and more
information about the Association and our twin town in France see inside.

YOU ARE ALL INVITED! Your Parish Councillors would be
delighted to welcome all residents of Otford to come along to
our Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 25th April 2022 at
7.30pm – free refreshments from 7.00pm.

This is your opportunity to have your say and find out:

 What your Parish Council has been doing over the last year.
 The latest on the District’s development plans that will affect our village

in the next 1-5 years; did you know the Fort Halstead and Bat and Ball
developments have outline planning approval, and construction will begin at
Bat and Ball next year.

 How Kent County Council plan to make Kent’s Road Safer and proposals for
a roundabout at Bat and Ball junction to cope with the predicted rise in
traffic.

 More about our future plans for the village.



Come and tell us what you think our priorities should be for the Parish Council’s
5-Year Plan.  Can we make Otford a cleaner and greener village?  How can we
encourage more active travel, and can this be done safely?  What facilities should
we be considering that support all ages within our neighbourhood?  We want to
make Otford a better place to live in, visit and do business – what do you think?

 Question and Answer session:  Your chance to ask questions.

From 7.00pm (before the meeting) come and join us for refreshments and an
opportunity to  get to know your local councillors and to find out more about some
of the many clubs and societies within our village.

If you run a local club or society and would like to come along and have a stand to
display some details for residents then you are very welcome, please contact the
Clerk (clerk@otfordpc.co.uk) to book a space.

My thanks to Cllr Rachel Evans, one of our new recruits, for her fresh ideas on
revamping the Annual Meeting and work on our future plans.

The Parish Council’s finances are in good shape.  With sound,
well planned financial management we have been able to
invest in the future by committing to some early investment
into long term capital projects, some of these were outlined
last month.

At the time of writing inflation was running at over 5%, this is a significant
problem for everyone, and the Parish Council is no exception.  We have planned
for an inflationary rise in our expenditure budget of 3%, but have for the first
time, built in a contingency to mitigate against any excessive price rises.  It has
therefore been necessary to increase the Parish Council’s share (precept) of the
Council Tax bill.  The Parish Council does not wish to unnecessarily add to the
burden of residents any more than is absolutely necessary and has taken a
cautious approach to its 2022 expenditure.   As such, the parish precept will only
rise by 3.1% from April and represents an increase of just £3.90 a year for a
band D property.

Please note that in the first instance the Parish Council will always looks to grant
fund new projects, such as the Traffic Calming Scheme which is around 80% grant
funded.  Grant funding nearly always requires those grants to be supported by
Council funds as well.



Cllr Simon Featherstone has been making great progress
on Speedwatch.  With the help of Kent Police, Simon has
received approval for sixteen locations in the village to
hold SpeedWatch events.  To date, twenty-eight people
have volunteered to take part and eleven have completed

the online course and attended a Police training session on Otford High Street.
It will not be long now before we see regular SpeedWatch events throughout the
village.

The public footpath between Otford and Kemsing (SR49a)
will close temporariliy between Dynes Road and Tudor Drive
from the 14th March and is expected to reopen on 2nd May.

The path is being closed for essential repairs to the Gas mains.  Please note that
the alternative route only has only a short diversion at the Kemsing end of the
footpath and that the majority of the alternative route follows the existing path.
It is unlikely that the works will take longer than advised and that KCC has posted
a maximum of six months as a precaution.  There will be maps showing the
alternative route at the entrances to the path, and these are available on the
Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.org.uk/news.

Cllr Irene Roy, Parish Council Chairman

Community Speedwatch
If you would like to participate in helping to run the village
community Speedwatch. Please can you register your interest
by emailing or phoning the Parish Council Office with details of

daytime/afternoon availability. Thank you.

Forget Me Not Cafe
The grand opening of the new Otford Forget-me-not Cafe
took place on 24th February 2022 in the Memorial Village
Hall. The Cafes are free to attend, they are informal and
fun. We are excited and really looking forward to making
new friends in Otford supported by the Parish Council and

your local Community Warden Paul. The Otford Forget-me-not Cafe will run every
month on the LAST Thursday. If you require physical or personal support, please
come with a family member or a carer . We provide lashings of tea and cake so
please make us aware of all allergies before you attend. Forget-me-not Cafes are
sponsored by the Sevenoaks Area Dementia Friendly Community Charity, we
provide Forget-me-not Cafes across the Sevenoaks District for those
experiencing memory issues and dementia. Families and carers are welcome. You



can find out more at www.forgetmenotcafe.org.uk , contact us
at forgetmenot.sadfc@gmail.com or call Elaine on 07946534475 or Amelia on
07580601182.

Palace Park Wood
Work is still being carried out in Palace Park Wood.  The
removal of about 1500 diseased trees suffering from
Ash Die-Back has taken place. Hedge-laying which is
looking very good as you drive down to the car park has
also taken place. The magnificent oak tree is now
standing proud and clear of trees and scrub and should
hopefully stand as a beacon in this area. Hedgehog

shelters have been installed in the wildlife area and children from the Primary
School have planted wildflower plug plants near the pond in that area. Seven Oak
trees have been planted in the general vicinity of the large oak tree, each one to
represent a decade of the Queen’s reign.
Once the state of the ground has dried out and clearance of the area is
completed, we can look forward to watching this woodland continue to recover
and grow to hopefully become a much used and loved area for generations to come.

Otford Society Annual General Meeting
It’s a long way off, but please put the evening of Thursday 26th

May in your diary. Long delayed by Covid, the first Annual
General Meeting since we relaunched in September 2020 will
take place at 7:00 pm in the Otford Memorial Hall. The meeting

is open to all Otford residents and will be followed by refreshments and what
promises to be a fascinating talk from our local councillor Roger Gough, Head of
Kent County Council. More details will be published nearer the time.

Otford-Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
n November 2011 Otford signed the Twinning Charter in
Neufchatel with Neufchatel-Hardelot, situated between Boulogne
and Le Touquet. Hardelot has a very long sandy beach for sand-
sailing, walking, building sand castles. It is perfect for swimming,
wind surfing, sailing, and inland there are two golf courses, an
equestrian area, and lovely woodland areas with villas.

Ten years ago, in March 2012 the Charter was signed here in Otford. Since then,
we have enjoyed overnight hospitality and day coach trips, visiting Montreuil, La
Coupole and Salperwick, Valloires, La Baie de la Somme and other places in France,
and our French Twins have enjoyed overnight hospitality and day coach trips,



visiting Chartwell, Sissinghurst, Scotney Castle, Windsor Castle and other places
with us in Kent.
We shall be celebrating the signing of the Charter in the Club Room of the
Otford Village Memorial Hall on Saturday evening 14th May. If you would
like to celebrate with us especially if you were with us in 2011 in Neufchatel-
Hardelot or in 2012 in Otford, please contact Jane Lawrey via the Parish Office:
clerk@otfordpc.co.uk Subject Twinning.
They call their Social Gatherings "Aperi-John", which means Jumelage (Twinning)
Otford - Hardelot - Neufchatel. We would welcome all Francophiles to our
meetings at the Woodman Pub in Otford. Do join us on Monday 7 March 2022
from 7.15 pm for our next Social Gathering at the Woodman and share your
ideas for future visits as life will hopefully be returning to normal.

Otford Village Fete
This year’s annual Fete will be held on Saturday 28 May, the week
before Her Majesty The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Weekend.
Although far from ideal, we hope that residents will join us as we
have lots of new attractions for 2022. We are delighted that our

food outlets are getting on board to celebrate the Jubilee for example Ellinor’s,
voted No. 1 in the UK, has produced a special ice-cream cone for this year, a treat
not to be missed! For 2022, we are introducing a Craft Zone supporting local craft
makers and designers but we will still have our Dog Show run by Elands Veterinary
Clinic and Elvis and Frank have promised to make guest appearances, it just
wouldn’t be the same without them. And a final reminder that we want to
encourage residents, of all ages, to take part in our design an anniversary card to
send to Her Majesty. There are prizes and the winning designs will feature on our
publicity for the Fete. You can download the entry form by visiting our website
www.otfordvillagefete.org Please note the closing date for entries is Thursday
31 March.

Otford Library News
I am delighted to let you know that Otford Library will be hosting a
craft event, for primary school aged children on Saturday 12th March.
It has a Spring theme, and it will be possible to make a clothes peg
butterfly, a pencil flower and decorate cress seed boxes. Numbers will

be limited than at previous events and it is not a drop in occasion so if you are
interested in a child attending, please book a place by contacting the staff at the
library as soon as possible. There will be two sessions 10.15am – 11.15am and
11.30am -12.30pm.
Library opening hours are :- Monday 9.00am-1.00pm , Tuesday 9.00am-12.00pm
and 1.00pm-5.00pm Thursday 9.00am-1.00pm, Friday 1.00pm-5.00pm and



Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm. Emails can be sent to otfordlibrary@kent.gov.uk.
Phone contact can be made by dialling 03000 413131 and asking to be put
through to Otford library. It has been lovely to see some new faces at ‘Talk
Time’ on Mondays between 11.30am and 12.30pm and the good news is that it is
now possible to serve refreshments once again! We would love to welcome new
members to this very friendly group which provides a chance to relax and meet
other adults who live in the village or surrounding area. Please do contact the
library for more details or just come along and be assured of a warm welcome –
Lorraine.

And they’re off….!
We hope to see lots of you at the Otford Society’s Race Night
in the Memorial Hall on Friday 1st April. Doors open at 6:45pm
and entry will be £5 per person, payable on the night. It
promises to be great fun, with the first of eight races starting
at 7:15pm and the chance to take home some winnings if the
horse you draw comes in first. There will be a cash bar with a

good supply of wine, beer and soft drinks and loads of snacks on offer. Why not
get a party together for a convivial evening of horse racing, chatter and cheering?
The bookies are looking for extra helpers on the night; if you can volunteer your
services please email patty@otfordsociety.org.uk (and of course you’ll get in for
free!).

Indoor (Walking) Cricket
How about trying Indoor walking cricket, for 1 hour bat, bowl, field
exercise and have fun. Contact Ray Leathers on 01959 522227

Fitness Workshop
Come along and try our classes in Otford Rec
Ground to shake up your fitness. We run
bootcamp/HIIT/circuit classes that change every
time you come along to keep your fitness goals fun!!
Classes run weekly in the days and evenings and on
zoom.
1-2-1 & small group Personal training also available.

Find details on our website www.thefitnessworkshop.net or find us at Cass
Osborne at The Fitness Workshop or call us on 07976 277258

Community Warden Surgery
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas so
please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him for all
his hard work supporting ours and other villages most vulnerable
residents.



Pilates with Liz
Liz is running a weekly Pilates class aimed at the over
40s on Tuesdays between 9.30am and 11.15am in the
Club Room at the Memorial Hall. Liz is passionate about
keeping people moving with ease throughout life and
Pilates is a wonderful way of building strength,
flexibility and balance whatever age you may be. She is

specialised in Pilates for common orthopaedic conditions such back pain, joint pain,
osteoporosis, osteoarthritis etc. and will be keeping the classes small so that
everyone will receive individual attention and modifications to suit them. Classes
will be £7 per session. Contact Liz on 07922 100077 or
liz_pilates@btinternet.com for more details.
Email seniors: soccavailabilities@gmail.com
Email juniors: alex.hofmann@fisglobal.com Website: www.socc.uk

Otford Trail Runners
A very friendly and supportive mixed group for all abilities and ages
that enjoy or would like to start running the beautiful trails around
Sevenoaks. We organise regular weekly runs and try to beat your PB
by taking part in our monthly 10-mile U2UC handicap trail race with
staggered starts based on your PB, starting and finishing at the
Uranus pillar Otford, via Shoreham, Lullingstone and Shoreham

Woods. Please contact Dominic Tomlinson on 07990 745282
/dominictomlinson@hotmail.co.uk if you fancy joining us for a run!

Personal Training/private small group training with Sam Z
Sam has 13 years experience working with women specialising in all areas of
women’s health, including pre and post-natal, weight/body fat loss, rehabilitation,
strength training, nutrition, and health coaching. Sam is passionate about helping
other women feel and look the best that they can and as a certified personal
trainer and health coach she can help and support you to achieve your goals. Sam
is available for home visits or training at a small private studio. Because
everyone’s needs are different, I can customise the pricing based on 30, 45 or
60 minute training sessions or if you have a friend or two and would like a small
group class with a personal touch! For more information you can
contact/WhatsApp Sam on 07799 695 214 or www.samzpthc.com

Supporting the Otford Society
Thanks to the generosity of a great many residents and businesses in our
village, we are now two thirds of the way to our target, the amount that will
enable the Otford Society to continue its important work in the community for



the whole of 2022. A minimum contribution of £10 from every household in
Otford will get us there! If you haven’t already done so, please go to
www.otfordsociety.org.uk/membership to donate what you can online, or to find
out how you can pay by cheque or bank transfer if that’s what you’d prefer.

Otford Lawn Tennis Club
We still play tennis throughout the winter months under
floodlights in the evenings and we have a comprehensive
coaching programme for adults and children of all abilities. If
you would like more information about the tennis club,
membership and the coaching courses available, please go to
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/otfordlawntennisclub

‘The Festival of Britain' in Otford library.
2021 is the 70th anniversary of the 'Festival of Britain' of 1951, described at
the time as a much-needed 'Tonic to the Nation'. The Festival was a nationwide
event and included events in Otford. Currently there is an exhibition in Otford
library celebrating the Festival and its local legacy. Do drop in and take a look now
the Library has re-opened. You can be assured of a warm welcome. The exhibition
is organised by a local Otford-based group from the '1940s society' who would
love to receive and memories or photographs you might have about the 1951
festival, either in Otford or elsewhere, for example London’s South Bank and
Battersea Pleasure Grounds where the main London events were held. The group
can be contacted by email at Otford@1940.co.uk

Otford Methodist Church
Come to Otford Methodist Church on Easter Saturday 16th April when John
Hardwick, a well-known singer, songwriter, juggler and puppeteer will be holding
an Easter Children’s Party from 3pm to 5pm. Refreshments available. Entrance
is FREE but is ticketed – so to reserve your places, go to
www.otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk and book your tickets. All parent/carers are
welcome to stay, but please be aware that all children attending under the age
of 6 need to have an adult stay on site.

The Otford Society is seeking your nomination for ‘Community Star’
It might be a neighbour, a local businessperson, or even
someone who until recently was a complete stranger –
anyone who’s gone that extra mile to support our community
over the past year. You have until the end of March to send
your nomination to communitystars@otfordsociety.org.uk.
In 750 words or less, tell us what this individual has done



for Otford. We’ll be announcing the winner at our Annual General Meeting on May
26th as well as, with their consent, publicising their story in the local press and
on social media. And don’t be discouraged if your nominee doesn’t get the award
first time around, as we plan to repeat this every quarter from now on.

Otford Oast WI
Otford Oast meet on the third Thursday of the month at 9.30 in the

Otford Village Memorial Hall. The next meeting will be on Thursday
17th March when the speaker will be Julia Davies who will be giving a
cooking demonstration Anyone interested in attending as a visitor
should contact otfordoastwi@mail.com

Otford Kumon Study Centre
Maths, English and Japanese for children of any age
Wednesday 3pm – 6pm in Otford Village Memorial Hall.
Kumon builds foundation and confidence in students

academically in preparation for exams. To unlock your child’s potential, book a
free assessment by calling 01322 523213 or e-mailing
otford@kumoncentre.co.uk or to find out about the programme visit
kumon.co.uk.

Come and Play
Between 9.15am to 11.15am. We welcome any new babies,

toddlers, pre-schoolers and their carers for a busy morning of
activities, craft, Bible stories and songs and snack time. We

look forward to seeing you soon. For more information contact Elaine on any of
our accounts www.otfordchurch.com contact@otfordchurch.com church office
01959 525085

Vitality Home Health – Yoga/ Mindfulness Sessions
Vitality Home Health at The Crown PH in the High
Street are offering Yoga/Mindfulness sessions from
Jess, their resident coach.
The session runs every Thursday between 11am and

11.45am and is for all abilities and different levels, especially for those over 55.
From 11.45 to 12 noon refreshments will be served and a chance to chat.
£10 per session. Please contact 01959 546663 or 01732 755582  for more
information.

This Photo by Unknown



Coffee and Chat is Back!
You are warmly invited to join us for a hot drink and slice of cake
on the first Tuesday afternoon each month. We meet informally in
our church hall from 2pm to 3.30pm for friendship and
conversation. If you are at a loose end, why not join us? Otford
Evangelical Free Church, 81, Pilgrim's Way West
www,otfordchurch.com contact@otfordchurch.com Church

office 01959 525085
Otford Rangers

Rangers are the oldest youth members of Girlguiding and
are for girls, aged 14-18. They meet for 1.5 hours per
week during term time with occasional activity
days/camps at weekends. We are looking for a new
volunteer(s) to help the existing leader at weekly

meetings which currently start at 7pm.
What’s in it for me? You will be inspiring girls to become good citizens; you will
make new friends and learn new skills; volunteering can enhance your CV; it is an
opportunity to ‘give something back’ and get involved in your local community; but
mostly you will have lots of fun! Girlguiding also gives access to a great range of
benefits like free training, resources, and a member’s scheme. If you think this
could be you or you know someone that would love to volunteer, please register
interest on the Girlguiding UK website https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved/become-a-volunteer/ or to find out more email
ggkemsingotforddistrict@gmail.com and we will be in touch.

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
services and possible mask wearing requirements.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com

Most Holy Trinity RC Church - http://sevrcparish.org.uk/mht.htm

Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group

The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during the pandemic. If you need transport to
medical appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931
to see if they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am
to 12 noon.



Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because
it is in the long grass, they can leave it (What about the poor
grass strimmer who gets it in the face!) Please just pick it up
carry it and put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There
are numerous dog and other bins on the recreation ground and
around the village. It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary
and spoils our lovely village footpaths and green areas. THERE
IS NO SUCH THING AS THE DOG POO FAIRY!

A website about our village history
It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s worth every penny. Anything
you didn’t know or all those things you wondered about our village – it’s all in here.
Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the Mount? – or that the lead from
our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund her ships to fight the Armada?
The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an incredibly interesting site to
explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret it.
More Information: Contact - rodshelton@greenbee.net

Mother’s Day Celebrations at The Olive Tree
Enjoy either a delicious brunch or afternoon tea this Mother’s Day at Hospices
of Hope’s Olive Tree Bistro and Tea Room. Join us on the 27th March for
wonderful food and live music between 11am and 4pm. There is also the option to
book a takeaway afternoon tea box if you would prefer to enjoy at home.
Proceeds from The Olive Tree benefit the hospice development work
undertaken by the charity. Pre-booking is essential so for further details and to
confirm your place please visit www.hospicesofhope.co.uk/events or call 01959
525110.

Otford Methodist and St Bartholomew’s First Steps Group
“First Steps” offers a warm friendly welcome to Mums, Dads or

carers with babies and pre-school children. Activities and stories
for the children are bible based.
The next meetings are on 9th and 23rd March between 9.30am -

11.30am in the Methodist Church Hall.
We are jointly run by The Methodist Church & St Bartholomew’s Church.

Household Recycling Waste Site
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use. To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm.



Please do not drop litter in your village
Please clear up any left rubbish after the bin men have been.
There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t
expect someone else to pick up for you. And if the bins are full,
please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP YOUR
VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU

Go-Coach
Timetable
Route 2 will run from Otford Pond at 11.23 via Bat and Ball arriving at Sevenoaks
Bus Station at 11.32 and return from Sevenoaks Bus Station at 12.51 via Bat and
Ball arriving at Otford Pond at 12.59 Mondays to Saturdays, £2.50 for a single
journey and free for concessionary pass holders.
If Otfordians want to spend longer in Sevenoaks or travel at a different time
there will be the option of using Go2 Shared (the former taxi bus) using the
go2Sevenoaks Ap or telephoning 01732 463964 to book, with discounts of 50%
for concessionary pass holders.

Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most.  We have now been able to
take this a step further, with the introduction of two changes to our Adviceline
telephone advice service: Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a
new freephone number, which means that cost should never be a barrier to people
contacting us for advice. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours
to 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday. We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free
to call and open for longer. We have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and
we believe that these changes should make it as easy as possible for local people
to make that first contact with us when they are in need of advice and support.



Contact details for anyone seeking advice are: Call us for free on 0808 278 7810
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Email us at advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk

Kent Police continues to work night & day , 365 days of the year, to keep you
safe. If you need them:

 Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at www.kent.police.uk/report
 In an emergency, call 999
 If deaf or speech impaired, text ‘police’ and your message to 60066
 For advice and information (especially concerning keeping your family safe

online as children will be spending more time on their phones, computers
and tablets) visit www.kent.police.uk

 For the latest news follow @kent_police on Twitter or find them on
Facebook

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered
by the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
SE/21/04254 23 High Street
Repainting of all exterior woodwork to doors and windows

in anthracite grey

SE/22/00013 104 Sidney Gardens
Conversion of existing garage with single storey side extension with roof-light
and alterations to fenestration.
SE/22/00031 Orchard Hey, Rye Lane
Proposed outdoor swimming pool and associated paving.
SE/22/00036 Streathfield, Shoreham Road
Erection of 3no detached dwellings with associated access, parking and
landscaping following demolition of existing dwelling and garage.
SE/22/00064 35 Well Road
Demolish existing garage and office to side. Proposed erection of part double
storey side extension and part single storey rear extension with a flat roof and
two roof lanterns, proposed new porch. Create additional parking to the front
driveway, remove current front wall and replace with low fence and hedge. A
new hedge and low 1m fence to be erected to the right side of driveway
between 35 and 33 and render and paint existing brickwork
SE/21/04321 Dormer Cottage, 6, Coombe Road



Demolition of existing house and three outbuildings at the bank, erection of a
new two storey dwelling with garden room at rear and landscape alterations
including new driveway.
SE/21/03517 Cherrygarth, Shoreham Road
Detached garage with an annexe at the first floor to provide one bedroom and
one bathroom.
SE/22/00146 Vine Cottage, 17, Pilgrims Way West
Outline application for new dwelling and access with all matters reserved.
SE/22/00157 64 & 66 Tudor Drive
Erection of single storey ground floor rear extension to both 64 and 66 Tudor
Drive.
SE/22/00199 Ditton Cottage, 16, Rye Lane
Proposed two storey front and rear extension with cladding and roof lights.
Canopy at front and alterations to fenestration.
SE/22/00286 Longacre, 50A Pilgrims Way East
Rear dormer extension, front open porch and internal alterations.
b.Results Received
SE/21/03534 Claremount House, Shoreham Road
Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of two storey rear extension with
associated works Allowed
SE/21/03914 20 Tudor Crescent
New porch to front door, double storey extension to side Allowed
SE/21/03080 5 The Old Walk
To demolish the conservatory, garage and porch and erect a single storey rear
extension with roof lights, part single and part two storey side and front
extensions and a change to the elevation finishes. Allowed
SE/21/03149 51 Tudor Drive
Proposed loft conversion with new roof at side and roof lights Allowed
SE/21/03404 Appleby, 3 Greenhill Road
Demolition of existing dwelling, erection of 2 detached, 5 bed dwellings with
associated outbuildings, access and landscaping (phased development) Refused
SE/21/03748 Jardox, Block 11 Vestry Road
Erection of a steel portal framed canopy over existing lorry loading area with
130 no roof mounted solar panels. Allowed
SE/21/03820 16 The Butts
A one bedroom, one living room, one storey annexe building. Allowed
SE/21/03886 67 Sidney Gardens
Demolition of existing side, proposed ground floor side extension with roof
light, proposed ground floor rear extension with roof light Allowed
SE/21/03920 71 Pilgrims Way West



Demolition of existing conservatory and garage. Construction of a single storey
rear extension and raising the roof to incorporate an additional floor to the
bungalow. Refused

Otford Medical Practice Patient Participation Group Newsletter Feb 2022

1, APPOINTMENTS – The PPG has for some time been
receiving feedback of the difficulties of getting an
appointment at the Practice. We thought some statistics of
the actual number appointments held during the Covid period

may help illuminate the pressures the Practice have been experiencing.
From 09.02.2019 - 09.02.2020 41,332 appointments were booked of which
40,122 patients attended,
From 09.02.2020 - 09.02.2021 36,649 appointments were booked of which 35,166
patients attended,
From 09.02.2021 - 09.02.2022  44,818 appointments were booked of which
43,806 patients attended,
The numbers are higher for actual appointments offered as not all nurses
appointments and vaccine appointments were booked. Numbers include GPs
Nurses HCA as well as vaccinations performed by the clinical team. 8 thousand
more appointments were booked in the past year compared to the previous. On
average around 1000 appointments were wasted per year due to patients not
attending. Sadly, telephone answering times have not improved as call volumes
have expanded exponentially. Additional lines have been installed  and more
receptionists recruited but still (according to a staff member) “the calls are
relentless.” The Practice are in the process of adding more resource, but this will
take time.
We are very lucky to have such a resolute team that have now been working very
long hours for over 2 years coping  both  with the impact of the pandemic and
continuing to sort out our ills.
2, AT-HOME KIDNEY URINE TESTING -You may receive a text message
informing you of a new service the surgery is providing via Healthy.io an NHS
provider. Minuteful Kidney tests are home testing kits for diabetic patients. Web
site for more info – https://lp.healthy.io/minuteful info
Please do not contact the surgery regarding these, you will be sent a test in the
post if you are eligible.
For further information about PPG activities, please contact us at
otfordpatients@gmail.com Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @otfordppg



Rubbish and Garden Bags
Garden waste bags packs are available from the Parish Council office
at £14.50 for 26. It avoids all those trips to the tip. Rolls of black
sacks at £1.50 and white sacks at 50p are also available. Please try
and bring the right money. Alternatively, for £47 a year Sevenoaks

District Council will loan you a 240-litre garden waste wheelie bin. If space is
limited, then they can loan you a 140-litre bin for £32. Contact customer services
on 01732 227000 for more details.
HS Wales Test, Tr

Defibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations:
Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside)
Otford Dental Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside)
Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm), School House on adjoining wall to
Otford Primary School (outside)
Otford Station Platform 1 and now on the wall of the football pavilion in Otford
Recreation Ground and Hale Lane Recreation Ground.

Newsletter deadline
The April issue deadline is Monday 14th March

Please support your local shops
Please remember to carry on visiting your local shops Support
your local businesses and keep them here. Thank you

Next Parish Council Meetings:
Monday 14th March & Monday 11th April
in The School House, 21, High Street

Details of all Parish Council meetings and meeting papers are on the Parish Council website and
available in the library

Clerk:  Mrs S Holt
The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, Kent TN14 5PG

Telephone/Answerphone:  01959 524808   Email: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
www.otfordpc.org.uk

Office Hours:  8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday


