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Chairman’s Update

The Annual Parish Meeting took place on 25th April in a packed
village hall - and judging by the feedback we have received, was
a great success.
Our County and District Councillors took many questions, but as
you will not be surprised to hear, the majority of questions were

on the traffic management presentation which sought to explain what we can and
cannot have by way of traffic calming measures in our village.  This generated
some debate on the chicane and some excellent questions on the feasibility study
carried out and the reasons behind the decisions which led to the approved
Traffic Calming Scheme.  If you would like to find out more about all the traffic
calming options investigated and why some measures are not possible, or not
possible in all locations, please go to the Traffic Management section on the
Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.org.uk.

As well as highlights from last year from each committee, our future plans were
also unveiled at the meeting.  The work on how we deliver and manage these long
term plans, as mentioned earlier in the year, is now complete and a workplan has
been created.  The workplan will evolve as we research and cost possible projects
before eventually deciding on the viability and community-wide benefits of each
idea identified; these decisions will be made in conjunction with key big budget
maintenance items.  The workplan will allow the Council, and you, to view all
projects being developed in one document so that projects and priorities can be
assessed and tracked concurrently during each stage of development.  The
workplan is now available on the Parish Council website under ‘Council’ at:
www.otfordpc.org.uk. As always, your comments and suggestions are always
welcome.



As is customary, the prestigious Kirsch cup was awarded at the
Annual Parish Meeting to a promising young local sportsperson,
or a person who has made a valuable contribution to any village
recreational activity.  The worthy winner of the Kirsch cup for

2021 was Theo Goff, a local teenager who recently returned from Sweden  with
5 medals for powerlifting.  A fantastic achievement and very many congratulations
again from us all.  More on Theo’s story and amazing achievements are in the
following article.

The celebrations on the 14th of May to mark the 10th Anniversary of
the signing of the Twinning Charter were a great success.  I was
delighted to be able to join this exceptionally well attended event
and have the opportunity to chat to members of the Association,
and converse en français with our French twins.  During the last ten

years, with the exception of the pandemic years, not a year has gone by without
regular meetings in the Woodman pub and trips to France and visits from our
French twins to Otford.  The Twinning Association, under Cllr Jane Lawrey’s
committed leadership, has made a great success of the twinning where closer ties
and friendships have been formed.  Well done and congratulations to all.  If you
are interested in joining this friendly group please contact the Parish Clerk,
details on back page.

Have your say on walking and cycling We would like to
encourage all Otford residents with an interest in cycling
and walking, particularly those who would like to use
greener forms of transport as a way of commuting locally
to Sevenoaks and back, to read and contribute to the plans

currently being worked up by Sevenoaks District Council.  The Council is working
with Sustrans to produce a “local walking and cycling infrastructure plan” and we
hope that this will be the beginning of investment in this important area to
develop active travel locally. To complete the survey go
to: www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/walkingandcycling - survey open until Friday 17th June.

Don’t forget! Free Family Fun Day returns to Otford this
summer on Tuesday 26th July. The Fun Days are suitable
for the whole family and include games, crafts, sports,
face painting and more!  Activities are mainly aimed at the
under 12’s who must be supervised by a parent or guardian

at all times.  Please note, activities may not be suitable for very small children.
The free fun day organised by Sevenoaks District Council and supported by the



Parish Council is a great way for families to save money and have fun in an active,
safe, and friendly environment.  No booking required; more details will follow.

In other news, we are pleased to see that a family of
moorhens have taken up home on the village pond, and
baby moorhens have arrived!

Cllr Irene Roy, Parish Council Chairman

___________________________________________________________

WINNER OF THE OTFORD KIRSCH CUP 2021: Theo Goff
The Kirsch cup was presented to local teenager Theo Goff at
our recent packed Otford Parish Annual Meeting where local
residents were delighted to hear of his amazing sporting
achievements.

The Otford Sports Association (OSA) award the Kirsch Cup
annually to a promising young local sportsperson. This tradition
has been followed since the inception of the OSA in 1957, the

cup being named after Wally Kirsch an Otford resident at that time.  Over the
years the cup has been awarded to local footballers, netballers, rowers,
cricketers and even a discus thrower.

This year's Kirsch cup winner, Theo, is a powerlifter, who recently returned from
Sweden with 5 medals: Silver overall in the European Championships and Bronze
overall in the World Championships, along with two golds in the bench press, and
one bronze in the deadlift.  Theo won the title of British Champion at the British
Championships and now holds 5 under 18 British records.  This means that for
2021, Theo was ranked 3rd in the world, 2nd in Europe and 1st in Britain for the
83kg weight class.

A worthy winner I’m sure everyone will agree, and we wish Theo and his family
well in his future endeavours.  Theo will now move into the under 23’s category
and we look forward to hearing of his future successes.  Otford Sports
Association & Parish Council
___________________________________________________________



Traffic Management - Part Sixteen
Chicane At long last I am able to report some progress on the
temporary arrow signs at the Pickmoss chicane, which will be
replaced with three conservation standard reflective bollards.

The long delays have partly been due to the independent safety
audits carried out and difficulties KCC has had with materials and scheduling the
repairs.  As the High Street is a main route, the works generally have to be
carried out during the school holidays and as such can take up to 3 months to
schedule.  KCC Highways has now advised that the works will be completed by
Monday 30th May.
We share your frustration with the current state of the chicane and are doing
all we can to resolve the situation as quickly as possible.

Parking Restrictions Station Road Our request for parking restrictions on
Station Road has been turned down again by KCC Highways.  All the photographic
evidence and videos provided, together with local knowledge and observations
from KCC Highway site visits, have been reviewed and it has been concluded that
Station Road still does not meet the criteria for intervention.  This means that
there are no current plans to introduce waiting restrictions and further
assessments cannot be undertaken at this location for at least another 12 months.
The Traffic Group will continue to monitor the nuisance parking on Station Road
and consider whether another request can be made in the future.  The Traffic
Group would like to thank all the residents who responded to our appeal for
photographic evidence of the nuisance parking on Station Road which we will keep
on file.

Traffic Calming Scheme - Phase Two: Pilgrims Way East (PWE) & Sevenoaks
Road Work is currently underway to implement Phase Two of the traffic calming
measures: a 20mph limit on PWE with two speed tables and on Sevenoaks Road a
new traffic island at the junction with Bubblestone Road, road markings and the
creation of proper parking bays with white road markings and a bookend pavement
extension (buildout) on the approach to the pond.  It is hoped that this work will
be scheduled towards the end of the summer holidays.  Please check the
newsletter (also available on the Parish Council website) for updates.  Further
details and drawings on the measures are available under ‘Traffic Management’ on
the Parish Council website at: www.otfordpc.org.uk.

Cllr Irene Roy, Chairman of the Traffic Management Group



The Great Village Jubilee Barbeque
Otford Parish Council and the Otford Society are joining
forces on Thursday 2nd June to lay on a village-wide
celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
The village barbecue will be on The Green from 12 noon to
4pm. It will be our big community event of the year and
everyone is welcome. Enjoy a perfectly cooked, carved slice

straight off the hog roast or choose from the sizzling barbecue.
A drinks tent serving Kentish ales and Otford cider is being run by the
Rising Sun. There will be a stall selling soft drinks and cakes, and an ice
cream stand. Three village churches are involved in the day, with stalls of
locally made craft items and children's entertainment. Miss Vintage,
known to many for her popular annual appearances at the Otford Village
Fete, will be singing songs from the era of the Queen’s accession. And the
Kent based 'bluesabilly' band Move over DaLi will be sure to keep your toes
tapping! It’s going to be a really fun lunchtime for all the family.
There are no restrictions on the number of people who can attend this free
event. However, in order to plan the catering and ensure that nobody is
disappointed on the day we are selling advance meal vouchers to guarantee
lunch. These can be obtained from the Parish Office and the following
Otford businesses: Yvonne’s, Otford Dry Cleaners, Mille Fleurs, Denise
Thompson Designer Florist, Mermaid Dreams, Sally’s Cake Emporium,
Pond View Café and Bill Skinner. They cost £1 and will entitle the
bearer to £2 off the cost of any hog roast or barbecue meal. Note that
these vouchers cannot be used on other food or drinks stands.
Bring rugs and chairs and settle down to enjoy your picnic. This is Otford’s
Great Village Jubilee Barbecue. It will be a memorable event for the whole
family.

St Bartholomew’s Church Fair
The St Bartholomew’s Church Fair is being held this year on
Saturday 18th June at 2pm on the Village Green. Refreshments
including BBQ from 12.30pm. All the usual stalls will hopefully be
there including, books, plants, white elephant, cakes, children’s
games, bouncy castle, BBQ and teas, and ice-cream.

There will be a children’s art competition with the theme this year being ‘The
Queen’. Age groups 7-11 and under 7’s. Please bring entries by 2pm to the Teas



Community Speedwatch
Community Speedwatch is an initiative that enables groups of
residents to contribute to their community's safety and quality
of life by helping to reduce excessive vehicle speeds.
The scheme was recently relaunched in Otford and there has
been an amazing level of support. Regular checks are being

carried out across the 16 sites that have been authorised by Kent Police and
sincere thanks go to both the volunteers and also to local residents who have
kindly provided tea and biscuits whilst checks are in progress.
If you can spare a little time to join our volunteers, please
email clerk@otfordpc.co.uk.

Looking for a Meeting Room to hire in Otford?
The Jubilee Room at the Parish Council Offices is now available to hire.
Facilities on offer include:
 Boardroom style table to seat up to 12, additional chairs available.
 Use of a small kitchen.
 Drop-off/pick-up facility & disabled access, village car park opposite.

Reduced hire rates for local societies and Otford residents.
Hire rates per hour:
 £5  for Community/Voluntary organisations.
 £10 for Otford residents.
 £15 for Commercial use.

For bookings and enquiries, please contact the Parish Clerk, details on back page.

Forget Me Not Cafe
The Cafes are free to attend, they are informal and fun. .
The Otford Forget-me-not Cafe will run every month on the
following dates:

26th May/ 23rd June / 28th July / 25th August / 29th

September 27th October & 24th November. If you require physical or personal
support, please come with a family member or a carer . We provide lashings of
tea and cake so please make us aware of all allergies before you attend. Forget-
me-not Cafes are sponsored by the Sevenoaks Area Dementia Friendly Community
Charity, we provide Forget-me-not Cafes across the Sevenoaks District for those
experiencing memory issues and dementia. Families and carers are welcome. You
can find out more at www.forgetmenotcafe.org.uk , contact us
at forgetmenot.sadfc@gmail.com or call Elaine on 07946534475 or Amelia on
07580601182.



Community Warden
Paul is still working and about in the village and surrounding areas so
please contact him on 07813 713366 if needed. We thank him for all
his hard work supporting ours and other villages most vulnerable
residents.

Otford-Neufchatel-Hardelot Twinning Association
Our next Social Gathering will be on Monday 4th July from
7.30pm at the Woodman Pub in Otford. You will be very welcome,
and we shall be able to tell you about the evening we spent
celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Signing of the Charter
here in Otford on May 14 this year with 8 of our French Twins -

the first time we have been able to see them since the beginning of Covid. What
would you like to do in Hardelot later this year? Come and tell us on 4th
July. Vive le Jumelage! Long live the Twinning!

Discover Art on your doorstep!
The annual South-East Open Studios and other art events take
place every June. It’s an ideal opportunity to meet and have a
chat with some of our local artists and makers. Affordable art
will be for sale, including cards and other gift items.
You are warmly invited to visit:

Ann Bridges (Painter/Printmaker) at 58 High St. Otford TN14 5PQ. Friday 3rd
June to Sunday 12th June. Opening times are 10.00am - 5.00pm at the
weekends, including Fridays. Weekday opening hours (6,7,8,9 June) 10.00 -
2.00pm.
Jane Mucklow (Photographer) at 23 Willow Park. Otford TN14 5ND. Friday 3rd
June to Sunday 12th June. Opening times 10.00am - 5.00pm at the weekends.
Weekday opening hours (3,6,7,8,9 June) 10.00 - 2.00pm.

Angela Bishop (Sculptor) 5 Broughton Rd. Otford. TN14 5LY. Friday 3rd June
to Sunday 19th June. Open most days from 11.00 - 5.00pm by
Appointment only, please ring 01959 523203 or 07967 965202 details are in
www.artinjune.org

For more information, examples of artwork and brochures please contact:
annbridgesart@btinternet.com 07906 310021
janemucklowphotography@gmail.com 07815 991449
or visit South East Open Studios at www.seos-art.org and Instagram
@seopenstudios



Otford Village Fete - Saturday 28th May 11am – 4pm
Entry fee - Adults £2 (10 years and under free)
Just a reminder that you need to arrive on time and go straight to
the Dog Show booking desk if you want to enter one of the classes
being run, this year, by Elands Veterinary Clinic. This event is
undoubtedly one of the highlights of the day and classes get
booked up very quickly.We have extended the fun fair rides and

included a number for smaller children, including swings, bumpercarz and teacup
rides, whilst adults might be pleased to learn that we have secured a new archery
company and Otford Football Club are back running the very popular ‘Beat the
Goalie’ competition. And finally, a plea for helpers we are a group of volunteers
but we always need extra help so we can get a short lunch break during the day.
Please email patty.chatterjee@me.com just a couple of hours support is very much
appreciated.
Congratulations to Jessica Hardisty, aged 7 a pupil of St. Michael’s Prep School
who has won the prize for designing the front cover of the 2022 village fete
programme. The brief was to design a card to send to Her Majesty the Queen to
commemorate her Platinum Jubilee. Jessica’s design showed events during the 70
years that Her Majesty has been our Queen covering events such as the move to
decimal currency, and Neil Armstrong’s historic walk on the Moon in 1969 and the
committee just loved what she did, we feel sure she has a great future as a
designer.

Sevenoaks Shakespeare – ‘The Winters Tale’
Members of Sevenoaks Shakespeare Society are busy
rehearsing at Otford Village Memorial Hall for their summer
open-air production of The Winter's Tale, to be performed
in the gardens of the White Rock Inn at Underriver. The
production, a radical take on the timeless classic "romance",
runs from July 1st-2nd and 7th-9th at 7.45pm, and on

Sundays July 3rd and 10th at 3.30pm. Tickets £13.50 in advance (£15 on the
door, children and students £5) can be booked via
www.sevenoaksshakespeare.org. Meals before the show can be booked at the pub.

The Otford Society at this year’s Village Fete
Be sure to come and visit our stand at the Otford Village Fete on May 28th –
we’ll be opposite the entrance so you can’t miss us! It’s an opportunity to find
out what we do, meet some of the Committee and sign up for our mailing list. We
will once again be running the ever-popular Wheel of Fortune, with great prizes
for both young and old.



Otford Society Annual General Meeting “Otford - Into the future”
A reminder that all residents are invited to our AGM at 7:00pm
pm on Thursday 26th May in the Club Room of the Otford
Memorial Hall. Details and documents are on our website at
https:/otfordsociety.org.uk/agm. The meeting will include
refreshments.
So much is undergoing change. The future of our village is a
cause of concern for us all.  Roger Gough, Leader of Kent County
Council and our member for Sevenoaks North and Darent Valley

is giving his views on ‘Otford – into the future’. Join us.  Have your say and hear
our plans for the year ahead.

Otford Library News
I do hope everyone has a lovely time over the extended ‘ Platinum
Jubilee week-end’. The library will be shut on the 2nd and 3rd June but
will be open as normal on Saturday 4th June.
Otford Library is marking the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in various
ways:-

As put in May’s newsletter, I am delighted to let you know that you can see Alan
William’s latest display on ‘ Queen Elizabeth and the Royal Family at Otford’ at
the library. There are some great pictures to look at and interesting text to read
so please do come in and have a look. Many thanks to Alan, Ed Thompson and Phil
Clucas, who have all worked on the display, for allowing it to come to the library !
Otford Art group have very kindly painted pictures to mark the event which will
be displayed at the library. At the time of writing, I have yet to see the finished
products and am eager for their arrival during the afternoon of Tuesday 31st May
Please do come into the library to see the pictures .
There will be a Platinum Jubilee story time , treasure hunt and craft event . It is
for pre-school children and will be held on Tuesday 7th June 2.00pm-3.00pm
This fun filled event is free, but it is necessary to book a place, and this can be
done by coming into the library , phoning or by sending an email. Library opening
hours are :- Monday 9.00am-1.00pm , Tuesday 9.00am-12.00pm and 1.00pm-
5.00pm , Thursday 9.00am-1.00pm, Friday 1.00pm-5.00pm and Saturday 10.00am-
2.00pm. Emails can be sent to otfordlibrary@kent.gov.uk. Phone contact can be
made by dialling 03000 413131 and asking to be put through to Otford library.
Bunting, decorated by customers, will be displayed in the library ! It is not too
late to help out with this, and I welcome customers (adults and children) to come
and get your sheet of paper ; containing a ‘bunting template’, to decorate as you
wish.



On a different topic ,it will not be long before the summer
reading challenge starts in July. Please do encourage all
primary school aged children to participate  This year’s
Summer Reading Challenge theme is ‘Gadgeteers’. The
Reading Agency have partnered with the Science Museum
Group to offer resources and activities which inspire
children to see the science and innovation behind everyday
objects, showing that reading and science are for everyone.

I will put more details in next month’s newsletter - Lorraine

Queen Elizabeth, The Royal Family and Otford. Exhibition in Otford Library
As the nation celebrates the Queen's Jubilee in the
coming months there is a new exhibition in Otford
library exploring some examples of the modern
relationship between the Queen, the Royal Family and
Otford, including (probably!) the most famous painting
of Otford, 'He's Cast A Shoe', once in the Royal
Household.

The exhibition is organised by the Otford 1940s Society who also organise the
popular talks programme. You can find out more about these and how to join them
by emailing Otford@1940.co.uk .
Do pop into the library to see the exhibition and to enjoy the other events that
take place there. You will be assured of a very warm welcome!

The Archbishop's Palace Conservation Trust
A Safe pair of hands

Work has now started on the North-West tower of the Archbishop’s Palace.  The
first phase of the work will involve:

 Cleaning the inside of the Tower which has suffered from its occupation
by pigeons!  The pigeon mesh will be replaced to stop any further problems
of this nature.

 Conservation repairs to the lower levels of the Tower
 Installation of new doors and gates

The Trust is applying for further funding and, if successful, then this phase of
the work will be extended to include repairs to the upper levels of the Tower and
the installation of windows. We expect the work to be completed by the end of
the Summer 2022.  The Principal Contractor is PAYE, who have considerable
experience of restoring heritage buildings.  We have asked that they keep the
noise, dust and disruption to an absolute minimum.  However, it is inevitable that
there will be additional traffic to the site and some disruption for local residents.



We apologise for this in advance. The contractors will fence off a compound round
the Tower which will, of course, be out of bounds to the public.  Please will you
avoid talking to the workmen and distracting them from their work.  And please
remind children that building sites are dangerous: they must keep well clear of
the site. If you have any questions, please contact Nick Rushby – tel: 07968 721
958 or by email: secretary@otfordpalace.org We will keep you up to date with
progress on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Otfordpalace.

The Archbishop’s Palace Conservation Trust is grateful for the funding it has
been awarded from the Darent Valley Landscape Partnership Scheme, Kent Downs
AONB Unit, The National Lottery Heritage Fund, and from the Enovert
Community Trust.

Low impact exercise class for over 55’s
Come and join the new, low impact, Stay Fit
exercise class at the Otford Village Memorial Hall.
The class is designed for anyone over the age of

55 and will cater for all abilities, whether you are new to exercise or not. It’s run
by an experienced instructor who will help to make every session effective and
enjoyable. Classes start soon and run every Monday from 1.30-2.30pm. Please
contact Rachel Moon on 07877985074 or email Rachel.moon@involvekent.org.uk
for more information or to book your place. Involve Kent are subsidising the
classes as part of the Community Wellbeing Initiative with KCC, therefore each
class is only £3.

Fitness Workshop
Come along and try our classes in Otford Rec
Ground to shake up your fitness. We run
bootcamp/HIIT/circuit classes that change every
time you come along to keep your fitness goals fun!!
Classes run weekly in the days and evenings and on
zoom.
1-2-1 & small group Personal training also available.

Find details on our website www.thefitnessworkshop.net or find us at Cass
Osborne at The Fitness Workshop or call us on 07976 277258



Otford Trail Runners
A very friendly and supportive mixed group for all abilities and ages
that enjoy or would like to start running the beautiful trails around
Sevenoaks. We organise regular weekly runs and try to beat your PB
by taking part in our monthly 10-mile U2UC handicap trail race with
staggered starts based on your PB, starting and finishing at the
Uranus pillar Otford, via Shoreham, Lullingstone and Shoreham

Woods. Please contact Dominic Tomlinson on 07990 745282
/dominictomlinson@hotmail.co.uk if you fancy joining us for a run!

Personal Training/private small group training with Sam Z
Sam has 13 years’ experience working with women specialising in all areas of
women’s health, including pre and post-natal, weight/body fat loss, rehabilitation,
strength training, nutrition and health coaching.
Sam is passionate about helping other women feel and look the best that they can
and as a certified personal trainer and health coach she can help and support you
to achieve your goals. Sam is available for home visits or training at a small private
studio. Because everyone’s needs are different, I can customise the pricing
based on 30, 45 or 60 minute training sessions or if you have a friend or two and
would like a small group class with a personal touch! For more information you can
contact/WhatsApp Sam on 07799 695 214 or www.samzpthc.com

The Arts Society
The Arts Society Sevenoaks was founded in 1972 as a
member of the National Association of Decorative and Fine
Arts Societies, and so is celebrating its Golden Jubilee this
year.  Apart from other activities, we meet at 8 pm on the
second Thursday of every month (except August and

September) at Walthamstow Hall School in Sevenoaks for a lecture by an
acknowledged expert on the visual arts. Members pay a subscription, but you
would be most welcome to join us as a guest.  The next lecture is ‘Beloved of the
Virgin: The City of Siena and its Art’ by Sally Dormer on 9th June.  Why not join
us?  Enquiries to: secretary.sevenoaksartssoc@gmail.com
Website: www.theartssocietysevenoaks.org.uk

Oxenhill Woods Management Group
Oxenhill Woods is the 61½ acres of land on the southern side
of the footpath to Kemsing.  History has it that it was known
as 100 Acre Field, earlier as Otford’s East Field.  More
recently it was an arable field and small wood. The
construction of the M26 in 1980 took some of it, the



remainder was used for paintballing and wargaming for several years and then it
became derelict.
Otford and Kemsing villages have used the footpath (a section of the prehistoric
trackway known as the Greenway) for centuries.  In 1996 both villages wanted to
keep this area as woodland as it had become.
Sevenoaks District Council was approached, and further discussions took place.
Then in 1997 the land was purchased jointly by both parishes and SDC.  A
Management Group was formed, the SDC Woodland Ranger, their Woodland
Consultant, and 3 Parish Councillors from each Parish.  For the past 25 years they
have met twice a year to discuss and arrange the necessary work.  It has been a
very interesting time, initially dealing with very neglected naturally regenerating
woodland and widening the footpaths made by humans as well as some wildlife. In
2000 the two parishes held a very successful Millennium Picnic there.
By widening the footpaths, it has enabled a wonderful selection of wild flowers
including orchids to bloom, helping bees and other insects to feed. The forestry
Commission have also been involved and they are very impressed the progress and
we have won 3 awards over the years.
Unfortunately, we have also had to deal with vandalism, burning of stolen vehicles,
fly tipping, and damage to information boards.  But on the good side we have held
three Nature Events, where we arranged a Treasure Hunt at one, Face-painting ,
Drawing and painting butterflies, and at all three Bug Hunts and Tree
Recognition, with the assistance of the Kent Wildlife Trust.
This year is our 25th Anniversary, let us hope that some sort of joint celebration
can take place, Covid 19 has interfered with so much in the recent past.

Darent Valley Farmer Cluster
Several neighbouring farmers who grow crops and raise
livestock along the Darent Valley have collaborated to form a
‘farming cluster’ with an objective to jointly deliver
environmental improvements. Currently the cluster has 14
members managing 2500 hectares (6,200 acres) within the
middle Darent river catchment, stretching from Chevening to

Horton Kirby.
In conjunction with Kent Wildlife Trust, we now employ Marc Couch as our
cluster officer to advise and steer activities. He has facilitated a baseline land
use survey of agricultural cropping, woodland cover and habitat biodiversity,
assessing every field on every farm.
Next, we will be conducting species surveys around the valley, to help select
further environmental measures that we can integrate alongside our primary
activity of growing food. In the months ahead Marc will be organising bird,



pollinator and hedgerow species surveys, led by professionals and assisted by
volunteers.
If you would like to participate as a volunteer in these local surveys, then please
visit our Darent Valley Farmer Cluster page on the Kent Wildlife Trust website,
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/volunteering-opportunities/darent-valley-
farmer-cluster-volunteer or email volunteering@kentwildlife.org.uk.
William Alexander on behalf of DVFC

Otford Methodist Church
TOAST CLUB - An after- school club from 3.30pm to
5pm every other Tuesday is held in Otford Methodist
Church Halls.
Do come and bring your children (pre-school siblings are

also allowed). Not only do we have our special Toast Club song, but we have crafts,
video, quizzes, puppets, songs and most importantly…. TOAST, with toppings as
well as Tea, coffee and squash. A recommended donation of a £1 per child is
welcomed but not required. We look forward to seeing you.
We only run during the School Terms, so our next Toast Club will be on Tuesday
10th May and fortnightly after that until Half term. Then from the 14th June
fortnightly to the end of term. Look out for our signs outside the church.

Chevening Open Gardens Event – Sunday 12th June
Chevening Gardens will be open this summer on Sunday, 12
June in support of the National Garden Scheme to raise money
for nursing and caring charities. The opening is by kind
permission of the Board of Trustees.
This is a wonderful opportunity to visit the historic gardens with
the woodland, lake and maze. Plants can also be bought from an

independent nursery, and you can buy local ice cream and enjoy an afternoon tea.
The car park is free.
Gardens open 2.00pm - 5.00pm Admission £8.00 Children under 16
£1.00 Pre booking www.ngs.org.uk
Dogs on short leads welcome Wheelchair access at main features
Local ice cream, Afternoon Tea, Plant sale Picnic area

Otford Oast WI
Otford Oast meet on the third Thursday of the month at 9.30am in

the Otford Village Memorial Hall. The next meeting is on Thursday
16th June. Anyone interested in attending as a visitor should contact
otfordoastwi@mail.com



Otford Nursery School
Otford nursery school is situated in the grounds of Otford
Primary School.
The nursery has an enclosed garden/play area and a covered
area so the children can access the garden in all weather.
At Otford Nursery School, we believe that all children should
be provided with a warm caring environment, where every child

will be given access to the differentiated curriculum and will feel free to explore
and learn. Children should be encouraged to develop an enthusiasm for learning
and to develop their natural curiosity, creativity and imagination.
It is our aim that the staff and parents will work closely together to provide your
child with a challenging and fun introduction to education in a safe and caring
environment. Otford Nursery School takes children from two to five years of
age. We offer 3 and 4 year old 15 hour Funding. We also offer a limited number
of 30 hour funded spaces and are involved in the Free for 2 Year old scheme.
E-mail for more information: nursery@otford.net or call 01959 522364

Come and Play
Between 9.15am to 11.15am on Fridays. We welcome any new

babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their carers for a busy
morning of activities, craft, Bible stories and songs and snack

time. We look forward to seeing you soon. For more information contact Elaine on
any of our accounts www.otfordchurch.com contact@otfordchurch.com church
office 01959 525085

Household Recycling Waste Site
The Household Sevenoaks Waste Recycling Centre at Dunbrik is open for
essential use. To visit you have to book a slot at kent.gov.uk/waste
The site is open between 9am – 3pm.

Vitality Home Health – Yoga/ Mindfulness Sessions
Vitality Home Health at The Crown PH in the High
Street are offering Yoga/Mindfulness sessions from
Jess, their resident coach.
The session runs every Thursday between 11am and

11.45am and is for all abilities and different levels, especially for those over 55.
From 11.45 to 12 noon refreshments will be served and a chance to chat.
£10 per session. Please contact 01959 546663 or 01732 755582  for more
information.



Coffee and Chat is Back!
You are warmly invited to join us for a hot drink and slice of cake
on the first Tuesday afternoon each month. We meet informally in
our church hall from 2pm to 3.30pm for friendship and
conversation. If you are at a loose end, why not join us? Otford
Evangelical Free Church, 81, Pilgrim's Way West
www,otfordchurch.com contact@otfordchurch.com Church

office 01959 525085

A website about our village history
It has been funded by The Heritage Lottery and it’s worth every penny. Anything
you didn’t know or all those things you wondered about our village – it’s all in here.
Did you know there was a stone-age fort up the Mount? – or that the lead from
our palace may have helped Elizabeth 1 to fund her ships to fight the Armada?
The https://otfordheritagevillage.org.uk is an incredibly interesting site to
explore. Do visit it for yourself. You’ll never regret it.

Palace Park Wood
Work is still being carried out in Palace Park Wood.  The
removal of about 1500 diseased trees suffering from
Ash Die-Back has taken place. Hedge-laying which is
looking very good as you drive down to the car park has
also taken place. The magnificent oak tree is now
standing proud and clear of trees and scrub and should
hopefully stand as a beacon in this area. Hedgehog

shelters have been installed in the wildlife area and children from the Primary
School have planted wildflower plug plants near the pond in that area. Seven Oak
trees have been planted in the general vicinity of the large oak tree, each one to
represent a decade of the Queen’s reign. We can look forward to watching this
woodland continue to recover and grow to hopefully become a much used and loved
area for generations to come.

Village Churches Services
Please check out the various church websites for updates re
services and possible mask wearing requirements.
St Bartholomew’s Church - stbartholomews.co.uk
Otford Methodist Church - otfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
Otford Evangelical Church – otfordchurch.com

Most Holy Trinity RC Church - http://sevrcparish.org.uk/mht.htm



Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group

The Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group have managed to
keep going during the pandemic. If you need transport to
medical appointments, please contact them on 01732 458931
to see if they can help. The office is open Mon to Fri 8.30am
to 12 noon.

Picking up after dogs – Put in in the bin!
It has come to notice that people are just bagging it up and then
chucking it in the hedgerow or trees or think that just because it is
in the long grass, they can leave it please just pick it up carry it and
put it in the next bin you find or take it home. There are numerous
dog and other bins on the recreation ground and around the village.
It is very unsightly, unhygienic, unnecessary and spoils our lovely
village footpaths and green areas. THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS

THE DOG POO FAIRY!

Otford Methodist and St Bartholomew’s First Steps Group
“First Steps” offers a warm friendly welcome to Mums, Dads or

carers with babies and pre-school children. Activities and stories
for the children are bible based. The next meetings are on 8th and
22nd June between 9.30am - 11.30am in the Methodist Church

Hall. We are jointly run by The Methodist Church & St Bartholomew’s Church.

Sevenoaks Local RSPB Group
Meetings have resumed in Otford Village Memorial Hall. The next
meeting will be on Thursday 9th June at 7.45pm (doors open at
7.15pm) when there will be a talk by Russell Miles on ‘The Life of
the Hare’ . Russell has been photographing hares in Southeast
Kent for the past 12 years and a few whilst holidaying in North

Norfolk. He will tell a story of his encounters with hares and other wildlife.
Members £2.50 and Non-Members £3.50. For more information 01959 563530
or email: nobbsbrian@gmail.com

Please do not drop litter in your village
Please clear up any left rubbish after the bin men have been.
There are numerous bins in this village please use them and don’t
expect someone else to pick up for you. And if the bins are full,
please take your rubbish home to dispose of. KEEP YOUR
VILLAGE AND BRITAIN TIDY THANK YOU



Contact for Kent Highways/SDC
If you have any issues regarding highways (potholes, drains, highway
trees/vegetation) please go online at www.kent.gov.uk/highways or call the 24hr
contact Centre on 03000 418181. SDC contact number is 01732 227000

Citizens Advice Update
As you will hopefully be aware, we quickly adapted our advice
services to make sure we could continue to support local people with
the problems they face throughout the pandemic. We are
incredibly proud of how our volunteers and staff have adapted to
delivering advice remotely, and their dedication has meant that

we’ve been able to continue giving free, independent, confidential and impartial
advice at a time when people have needed us most.
We have now been able to take this a step further, with the introduction of two
changes to our Adviceline telephone advice service:
Our local Adviceline is now free to call. We have a new freephone number,
which means that cost should never be a barrier to people contacting us for
advice. We are extending our local Adviceline opening hours to 9am-5pm, Monday
to Friday. We’re delighted that our Adviceline is now free to call and open for
longer. We have more Advisers than ever answering calls, and we believe that
these changes should make it as easy as possible for local people to make that
first contact with us when they are in need of advice and support. Contact details
for anyone seeking advice are: Call us for free on 0808 278 7810 Monday-Friday
9am-5pm. For more information, please visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Planning
The following applications have recently been considered by
the Parish Council. Contact the Parish Clerk or SDC on
01732 227000.
a. New Applications
b. SE/22/01027 Bluebells, Pilgrims Way East
Remove existing roof, extend to the rear and create new

first floor level partly within the roof space with dormer windows to the front
and rear elevations, remove existing garage and replace with new garage and
office space above.
SE/22/01042 20-24 High Street
Demolition of rear extensions, outbuilding and garage, alterations, erection of a
2 storey rear extension and conversion to a mixed use comprising retail unit and
2no apartments.



SE/22/00686 Land East of Heriots Croft, Twitton Lane (Amended)
Demolition of chapel building, erection of dwelling with associated works.
Amendment: The roof pitch of the projecting gable has been made steeper. The
bell tower cupola element has been removed. The round window in the gable end
along the proposed western elevation has also been removed
SE/22/00548 1 Knighton Road (Amended)
Loft conversion with dormer and roof lights, single storey rear extension and
creation of a lean-to carport extension. Amendment: The proposed drawings
have been updated to demonstrate a consistent design.
SE/22/03851 Land North of Pilgrims Oasts, Station Road
Erection of a pair of 3 bedroom semi detached dwellings, parking and associated
works.
b.Results Received
SE/22/00519 5, Tudor Drive
Single storey rear extension with a roof light and roof lights to existing
extension. Alterations to fenestration Allowed
SE/22/00581 31 Tudor Crescent
Loft conversion to create additional bedroom and bathroom with dormer window
at the rear and rooflights to the front elevation. Refused
SE/22/00442 Moat House, 19, Bubblestone Road
Installation of 12 solar panels on the south facing front roof and 6 solar panels
on the upper rear flat roof. Refused
SE/22/00602 Troutbeck, 90, High Street
Erection of a powder coated aluminium glasshouse replacing an existing
dilapidated wooden glasshouse, sited on an existing drawf brick wall Allowed

HS Wales Test, TrDefibrillators
For the information of all villagers there are Defibrillators located at the
following locations:

 Yvonnes Shop, Telston Lane (outside)
 Otford Dental Practice, Sevenoaks Road (outside)
 Otford Medical Practice (9am to 6pm),
 Otford Primary School (outside adjoining wall to School House)
 Otford Station Platform 1 (outside)
 High Street Recreation Ground Pavilion (on wall outside)
 Hale Lane Recreation Grounds Pavilion (on wall outside)



Next Parish Council Meetings:
Monday 13th June & 11th July

in The School House, 21, High Street
Details of all Parish Council meetings and meeting papers are on the Parish Council website and

available in the library

Clerk:  Mrs S Holt
The School House, 21, High Street, Otford, Kent TN14 5PG

Telephone/Answerphone:  01959 524808   Email: clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
www.otfordpc.org.uk

Office Hours:  8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday

Newsletter deadline
The July/August issue deadline is Monday 20th June

Don’t forget Father’s Day on 19th June

Support your local businesses and keep them here. Thank you


